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THE inaufpicious r^gn of Charles the Firft 
commenced in the year fixteen hundred and 
twenty five. 

Upon his accejfflon, he found himfcif involved in 
a war with Spain and engaged in hoftilities with the 
houfe of Auftria for the recovery of the palatinate* 
The temper of his firft parliament, fufpicious of his 
unconftitutional defigns, with refpe£l to the liberties 
of the nation, was likely to encreafe his difficulties. 
Encouraged by thefe circumftances and by a bull 
addreffed to them by PoF)e Urban, in which he 
ftrongly difluaded them from taking the oath of fu- 
premacy, the Roman Catholics of Ireland flattered 
themfelves with the hope that more agreeable pro- 
fpe£ls were about to open to their view. Lord 
Falkland, who was continued in the government, 
and the council, haying penetrated their fentiments, 
became uneafy that the military ftrength of the king* 
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dom was To inconfiderable. In confequence of their 
repref^ntations^ his Majefty encreafcd the army to 
five thoufand foot and fiVc hundred horfe. To de- 
fray this additional expence, no conftitutional provi- 
fion had been made. Charles had recourfe to aa 
cafy and a fimple method of obviating this diffictil- 
ty. Supplying the place of law by ^ ftretch of pre- 
rogative^ he quartered his troops on the people 
whom he obliged to fupply them, not only with 
lodging,, but with money afid other ncceflarics. The 
Catholics refolving to avail themfelves of the King's 
prcfent fituation made him an offer of a hundred and 
twenty thoufand poutids to be paid in three years, 
provided he extended to them the benefit of certain 
graces which they fpecified. Charles, though all 
denominations of Proteftants warmly oppofed tfie 
meafure,* complied with the propofal and tranfmit- 
ted the graces to Lord Falkland and the council, en- 
gaging, under the roykl fignet, that they ftiould be 
confirmed in the enfuing parliament. 

The principal of the graces were, that his Majefty*s 
claim to any lands in Ireland (hould not extend far- 
ther back than to fixty years i that recufants whd 
held of the crown fhould be permitted to fue their 
liveries, oufler le main and other grants in the court 
of wards ; that their lawyers (hould be permitted to 
plead at the bar upon taking an oath, inflead of the 
oath of fupremacy, that they acknowleged and 
Would defend Charles ais their lawful King ; that the 
people of Connaught who had furrendered their 
lands and whofe patents had pafled the great feal, 
but through the negle6l of an officer of the court, not 
enrolled, and therefore fubjedt to forfeiture, (hould 
be allowed to enrol them and exempted from all fu- 
ture claims j that the exaftions and outrages of the 
foidiers were to be reftraiiied and that perfons ob- 
noxious 
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npxious tp hw were not to be protected ; that the 
fees of the King's officers ^nd the power of the court 
of wards were to be limited within proper bounds. 
That nq pretended privilege ihould exempt eccleli* 
a(tical lands from contributing tq the fupport of go* 
vernment, That the demands of the ^efornied 
clergy were tp be duly feftraiaed and rcguljited. 
Thefe and the other graces, too numerous to fpeci^ 
fy, though pur^hafed at fo expenfive a rate, were 
quite equitable in themfelves and calculated for the 
relief of the Cubjedt. But the fandion of the parlia- 
ment v(^s wanting to ^ive them due force ^nd effica-* 
cy, which, feemingly with this view, was fummoned 
tp meet upqn the third of November following. But 
the caufes and confiderations, as enjoined 'by law, 
had nqt been previoufly tranfmitted. This omlfion 
was urged and the parliament did not aflcmblc, In 
the character of Charles, difingenuity ws^ a leading 
feature. He gave orderi^ that the parliament (hould 
be convened i this in appearance, difcovered a difr 
pofition to pleafe the recufants. A neceflary form 
was omitted which defeated that defign ; this gratis 
fied the oppofite party. Thus the graces weyc to 
reft upon the King-s Huconftitutional prerogative. 

Mean while the ];ecufa(its, determined to fulfil 
their part of the agreement with the King, were ac- 
t\ye in their endeavours to raife the promifed fubfi- 
dy. Pleafed with this proof of their loyalty and fo- 
licitous to engage their ^ififtanoe in carrying into ex- 
ecution the defigns which he had formed againft the 
liberties qf his EngUfli fubjefts, he gave inf^rqdtions 
jfot tQ enforce with feverity t)ie penal ftatules. Falk- 
land chearfuUy obeyed sfi injun^ion fo agreeable to 
his own gentle, benevolent difpQ&tions. But though 
the Deputy was benevolent, policy, which often 
W^rps the mind from the ingenuous ^n4 bonoufahle 
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path of redtitude, prevailed with him to publifh a 
proclamation forbidding the Roman Catholic clergy 
to exercife their religion in the open and public man- 
ner to which they had been encouraged by the indul- 
gence of government. This proclamation occafioned 
by the complaints of zealous, indifcreet Proteftants, ' 
was not enforced, yet it occafioned difcontent in the 
minds of a number of the Popifti party. Difcontent 
produced complaints of Falkland, in refpeft to this 
^ and other meafures of government. He was 

^ * recalled ; and Richard Earl of C6rk and Lord 
Vifcouht Ely were appointed, in the capacity of 
lords juftices, his fucceflbry. 

If the Roman Catholics were difl&tisfied with the 
late Deputy, they had now much more caufe to 
complain. The laws againft themwete executed, 
by the new governors, with feverity. As an in- 
ftanee of which, they ordered Saint Patrick's prarga- 
tory, fituated in a fmall ifland of Lough Derg and 
held in great veneration by the Catholics, to be dug 
up and totally effeced. It was an aft of unmanly in- 
tbleraht bigotry, inconfiftent with the benign fpirit 
of the Gofpel and with the diftates of all the kind 
feelings of the heart. When his Majefty became 
acquainted with them^ the lords juftices were ordered 
to defift from thefe proceedings. 

Adieu. 

L E T T E R II. 

THE time of paying the laft proportion of the 
fubfidy was now at hand. So many were the 
wants of government that a new fubfidy was necef- 
g fary. It was demanded, but the Roman 
^ ' Catholics, whofe grievances, notwiihflanding 
his Majefty** pbfitive cngagetnent, had been very 

partially 
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partially redreffed, refiifed to comply. The King 
declared, that,, if they continued obftinate, the gra- 
ces (hould be entirely withdravm. In confequencc, 
twenty thoufand pounds were added to the former 
contribution, to be paid in four feparate proportions. 

Charles perceiving the difficulties in which his 
affairs were likely to be involved and that it wouM 
be of milch importance to his interisft were the go- 
vernment of Ireland under the diredtion of a man of 
abilities and on whofe principles he could entirely 
depend, had fome time before committed that of- 
fice to Thomas Lord Vifcount Wentworth. Among 
the friends of liberty and their country in that diftin- 
guiflied age Wentworth had been confpicuous in his 
oppofition to the unconftitutional meafures of 
Gharles. But totally deftitute of th{it noble principle, 
which raifes the mind above felfifli views where the 
public intcreft is concerned, he adled this part, to» 
give himfelf confequence with government to which 
he looked up for the gratification of his vanity and 
ambition, the predominant paffions of his heart. 
Whenever he had fo far gained his point as to be ta- 
ken notice of by the King, he threw off the mafk, 
deferted his old friends and enlifted in the fervicc of 
miniftry . In reward of his prcrflitution, he was made 
prefident of York, received other proofs of the kind- 
nefs of government, and^ as a higher mark of royal 
favour, was made Deputy of Ireland. He was 
fworn into office the twenty fifth of July fixteen 
hundred and thirty three. 

Neveh was the Irifli nation ruled by a governor 
fo artful, fo haughty and tyrannical. That Ireland 
was a conquered country, that with refpeft to the 
privileges it enjoyed, it was altogether dependent on 
England, were the ideas which he entertained of this 
kingdom* HBs ideas and the principles on which he 

dctermincdl 



8 THE HISTORY 

dctcrmihed to aft, foon appeared very confpicu- 
oufly. Iti his treatment of the council, he afljimed a 
ftately dignity and an infolent demeanour to which 
they had been little accuftomed. 

The calling of a parliament, a nicafure to which . 
the defpotic principles of Charles made him very 
averfe in both kitigdonii, became quite neceffary in 
Ireland to procure fupplies and fettle them on a 
more permanent foundation. 

This meafure being determined, Wentworth 
took every ftep to render it conducive to the wiflies 
of his Majefty. It had been ufual with the Deputy 
to fummon the lords of the pale to council that they 
might have an opportunity of giving their advice 
with refpeft to the time proper for the meeting of 
parliament and the bufmefs to be tranfadted in it. 
To this cuftom, which was friendly to the liberties 
©f the nation, Wentwbrth paid no regard. 

The council on meeting to confider of the bills 
to be tranfmitted, wiftied that certain bills, agreea- 
ble to the defires of the jjeople and oondacive to the 
public welfare, (hould accompany the bill of fubfidy, 
and that the fum to be granted fliould be fuch as the 
country could bear and be particularly fpecified. 
" Your fole objeft," replied the imperious Went- 
worth, " mull be to pleafe the King \ I will admit of 
no bargain, the fubfidy bill muft be tranfmitted with 
a blank to be filled up by his Majefty, at pleafure ; 
if the parliament does not comply with bi$ Majefty*s 
defires, I will obey him (hpuld he order me to put 
myfelf at the head of the army and there either die 
or force the people to do what is fit and reafon^ble." 
The council were aftoniftied, but inftead of being 
roufed into indignation by language deteftable in a 
free country and which no man could ufe but the 
fervile minion of a defpot, they tamely fubmit ted. 

Grbat 
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Great pains having been taken, and with fuc- 
tc(s, to procure a majority in favour of government^ 
the parliament affemblcd. In his fpeech to it, the 
Deputy, to prevent any fchemes from being laid by 
oppofuion, with a view to fruftrate the wilbes of the 
court, tscj^refled himfelf in the following very extra- 
ordinary manner, ** Yoti muft have no private meet- 
ings y this, in the King's name, I muft forbid, and 
am ordered topunirtl with a fevere and a heavy hand.** 
From his own letters, this appears to have been per- 
fedly agreeable to his Majefty's inftruftions. Sir 
Robert Talbot ventured to make fome remarks on 
the conduft of Wentworth, for which he was expel- 
ed from the houfe of commons and imprifoned. 
Six fubfidies were granted, which, including the whole 
afleffraent on the lords, commons, and clergy, 
^mounted to the enormous fum. of three hundred 
thoufand pounds. The object of the Deputy g 
in burthening this country with a preffure fo ^ 
much beyond what it was able to bear, was not 
i^ierely to fupply the wants of the Irifh government ; 
he defired alfo to be furnifhed with the means of af- 
fifting his Majefty in executing the defigns which he 
had formed againft the liberties of his Englifh fub- 
jedts. 

Nothing of any confequence was done in the 
lower houfe concerning the complaints of the nation. 
Thofe rights of the people of which they were the 
delegated guardians, feemed to have been to the 
members of it an obje<£t of no importance. 

The lords difcovered a very different fpirit 
They fpoke inuch of the King*s promife with refped 
to the graces, they loudly complained of public grie- 
vances, they even, proceeded to frame certain bills, 
in behalf of the public good, in order to their being 
tranfmitted to England* As this was done, in con- 

tradidlion 
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tradiftion to Poynings* Statute, the lords having na 
power, in the firft inibince, but that of remonftrat- 
ing to the Deputy and council with refpeft to fiich 
points as they wiflied (hould be pafled into a law, 
Wentworth entered his protcft againft the meafurc. 

Farewell. 

LETTER in. 

IT had been fettled betwixt Charles and the De- 
puty that there fhould be two feflSons of the prc- 
fcnt parliament and that in the beginning of the firft 
the aft of fubfidy fhould be paffed. To procure 
money was the defign for which rfie parRament had 
been convened, and by complying with it previous 
to the confideration of grievances, they gave up the 
only power, by the prudent exercife of which, the 
redrefs of them could be accomplifiied. But not- 
withftanding, there was a difficulty in the matter 
which it was neceflary to obviate to fave the charac* 
ler of the King from fevere reflexions. It has been 
related that to procure a confiderable fum from the 
recufants, his Majefty had engaged, under the royal 
fignet, that the graces which they defired (hould be 
confirmed by parliamerft. Charles faw that fome of 
the graces were inconfiftent with his intereft and 
though he did not fcruple to promote his felfilh de- 
figns, at the expence of fincerity, he had difficulty 
in breaking an obligation of fo very particukr a na* 
ture. To folve his doubts, Wentworth observed 5 
that by Poynings* Law, he and the council were fennt- 
powered to tranfmit or to fupprefs bills, at pleafure, 
that thofe of them proper to be fent over might be 
tranfmitted, the pafling of which into laws would re- 
dound to his Majefty*s honor ; that fuch of them as 
were not conducive to his intereft could be fiippref- 
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fed, the odium of which he would take entirely on 
himfelf and be refponfible for the confequences. In 
this mean fubterfuge, with which they were furniftied 
by Poynings' Law, that inftrument of defpotifm and 
difgrace to the Irilh conftitution, Charles acqui- 
efced. The matter being thus fettled, the parlia- 
ment met on the fourth of November to which it had 
been prorogued. Upon the fubjeft of the graces 
being introduced, he told the members that the fa- 
vours promifed by government were not to be confi- 
dered as abfolute ; that they depended upon particu- 
lar times and circumftances. With refpeft to the two 
principal points, the granting of which was ihconfift- 
ent with the rapacious intentions of the crowh, as 
will afterwards more particularly appear, he denied 
that the King's title, .upon enquiry into claims relat- 
ing to the paft, fhould be limited to fixty years, nor 
would he permit the furrender of the eftates in Con- 
naught to be enroled and new patents to be made 
out for the fecurity of the pofleffors. 

A LAW was pafled to regulate the inheritance of 
eftates, and another to reftore the clergy to poflefli- 
ons of which they had been unjuftly deprived and to 
prevent alienations in future. Some other bills de- 
iired by government were defeated by the recufants. 
But Wentworth eftabliftied them by an aft of pre- 
rogative- 

In the time of Edward the Firft, th6 crown 
granted to this country the privilege of a mint, from 
which a faving of feveral thoufand pounds was deri- 
ved to the nation. But this advantage was loft du- 
ring the confufion of the times which followed. The 
lords and commons now united in a petition to the 
King to re-eftabli(h it, but his Majcfty, indifferent 
ito.the welfare of Ireland, did not chofe to comply 
with their tequeft. 

ACREEABLV 
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Agreeably to 4 late adl, Wcntworth made 
ftrift enquiry with refpeft to thofe who Iifid alienated 
knds from the church. By his exertions^ the clergy 
recovered property of which they had been depriv* 
ed, to a very confiderable amount. Many of the 
clergy continued (hamefully ignorantj, churches had 
fallal to ruins and there was a great deficiency of 
Proteftant fchools, Thefc cvife he too!^ much p?iins 
to redtify. 

Amothbr point re{]pe<5ting religion engaged his 
attention. The facred and unalienable right of pri- 
vate judgment, ^ right founded m reafbn,. in confci- 
cnce and the ho!y fcriptures, juftified Proteftants in 
feparating from the Church of Rome. But fcarcely 
had the reformers extricated themfelves from the 
fhackfes of human authority j^ when numbers of iheixx^ 
contrary to this privilege and in direft violence to 
the principles of the reformation, alTumed a power 
of di<^ating to tteir fellow Prpteftants, in matters 
relating to faith ^nd the modes of religion. This 
ufurped claim had been very predominant in Eng- 
land, I^ Ireland, among other inflances. Qf this 
I^ind, a confcffion of faith, under the fai>6tion of 
convocation, had, in the year fixteen hundred and fif- 
teen, been drawn up by Archbiffiop Ufher conform>- 
able, in a great meafure, to the dodlrines,. the difcir 
pRne and form of worship adopted by Calvin. This 
had been eftabliftied by ^uthority^ and continued to 
the prefent tiqie. There was nothing which Charles 
defired with more anxiety, than to eftablifh a per- 
fect uniformity of religion in all his domiinions^ In 
conformity to his Majefty'te plcafure and his own ar- 
bitrary difpofition, the Deputy rcfohred to accom-r 
plifh this point in Ireland. With this view, he or- 
dered the convocation to frame a fet of articles, for 
governing the church in points of Ijelief, of difci- 

pline. 
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plme, and worfliip, fimilar to thofe which had been 
adopted in England. The lower houfc, into which 
the bulinefs was firft introduced, proceeded with it 
in the manner that to them feemed beft, rejefting 
thofe of the Englifh articles which they did not ap- 
provc- Wentworth was highly offended ; cenfured 
them feverely for prefuming to determine upon a 
matter of which he did not confider them to be com- 
petent judges, drew up himfeif a code almoft ftrick- 
ly conformable to the Englilh articles, forced it by 
liis authority through both houfes of convocation^ 
and tranfmitted it to obtain the fan^ion of the legif- 
lature. He concludes a letter to Laud, in which he 
gave him an account of his tyrannical proceedings 
©n this occafion, with this decent boaft, ** So now I 
can fay that the King is as abfolutc here as any 
prince can be." 

To fupport this meafure, to determine as the der- 
nier refort, and to punilh ecclefiaftical offences, and 
at tbe fame time, to put fome money into his Ma- 
jefty^s coffers by the impofition of fines, a high com- 
miliioh court, with powers fimilar to that of Eng- 
land, was eftabliflied in Dublin. The principles of 
this inflttution, the powers with which it was invefl- 
cd, and the mddeof it*s proceedings were, In a high 
degree, arbitrary and unconftitutionaL 

Thouoh the divine fpirit of charity and mutual 
indulgence fo warmly recommended in the Gofpel, 
had not by any means, as it ought, influenced the 
principles or the conduct of Proteftants, the aft con- 
cerning uniformity, mentioned above, favoured 
piuch more of intolerance than any meafure refpeft- 
ing the different feds who had embraced the refor- 
mation, which, for fome time paft, had been adopted 
by govpmment.- In particular, from the time that 
the Prefbyterians were encouraged- to fettle in Ul- 
^ fter 
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ftcr by James the Firft^ the form being made agree- 
able to them, they received ordination from bifliops 
as Prefby ters, they were excufed from the ufc of the 
liturgy, they fat in council with the bifhops upon 
matters of common concern, fome of them were 
• even members of the late convocation ; nor were 
they, though non-conformifts, excluded from the 
churches and tythes until fome time after the pre- 
fent period. 

FarewelJ. 



LETTER IV. 

OF the many bleflings by which Heaven has dif^ 
tinguiOied our country, you know it is re- 
markable for rich paftures. Hence, among other 
articles of commerce, an abundance of wool, of a re- 
markable quality, forms a principal branch of the 
ftaple of the kingdom. Wentworth, in violation of 
our commercial rights and in prejudice to the na- 
tional intereft, to benefit the Britifh woolen manu- 
' fadure, prohibited the exportation of wool even to 
England, without a licenfe, which Charles had em* 
powered his deputy to fell, and which brought in a 
large emolument. Another meafure propofed by 
government, which the Deputy ftrenuoufly patro- 
nized, was to give his Majefty, in this country, an 
exclufive monopoly of fait. 

Besides that mentioned, a great objedt of thefe 
political fchemcs was to encreafe our fubjedtion to 
England, by making us dependent on it for the 
common < neceflaries of life. " How," fays Went-* 
worth, in a letter on this fubjeft, ** (hall they be 
able to depart from us withbut nakednefs and beg- 
gary r He might have added, without pcriftiing, 

as 
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tts fah w* a mean of Yik^ without which wc could 
not poffibly fubfift. By fuch exertions of tyranny, 
did defpots endeavour to deftroy the rights of Irilh- 
men. But fcarcely any man is fo perverted as not 
to do good, when by adting otherwifc he can gratify 
no criminal defire or felfifh paffion. As our foil was 
favourable to the growth of flax, the working of 
which in cloth, was not, to England, an objed of 
competition, the Deputy took pains to promote the 
Irilh linen manufadkure. He encouraged the im- 
portation of flaxfeed from Holland, fet our women 
to fpin, eredted looms and fent for perfons flcilled in 
the bufinefs from other countries: By thefe means, 
the foundation of a manufadture was laid, which, at 
an after period, fo confidgrably encreafed, particu^ 
larly in the North, as to be of the greateft ccaife- 
quence to the welfere of the kingdom. 

I AM now to give you an account of a (hameful 
tranfadVion : — ^Upon a compofition with Queen Eliza- 
beth, the people of Connaught had agreed to become 
fubjedts of the crown. Indentures were duly exe- 
cuted, but, from the confiifion of the times, their 
lands were not furrendered until the following reign. 
Unfortunately for them, the officer, as has bee^i 
mentioned, employed to enrol them negledlcd to do 
it. James, moft bafcly, refolved to take advantage 
of the omiffion, and, had he not been prevented by 
death, would have proceeded to feize their lands 
and convert them into an Englifli colony. 

Charles, now, determined to execute this 
fcheme, in diredt violation of his word, as the un* 
difturbed poffeffion of the eftates in that province 
was one of the graces which he had promifed, and 
engs^ed to fecure by the fandtion of parliament. 

A COMMISSION of enquiry being iffued, the De- 
puty,, in defiance of common decencj', fet out in per- 

fon, 
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ion, upon this fhameful undertaking. By overul* 
r - ing influence, by cajoling and other fcandal- 
^ ous arts, the juries were either awed or pre* 
Tailed with to find for the King in the counties of 
Lei trim. Mayo and Rofcommon. But the juries of 
Galway, fuported by their lawyers and encouraged 
by the proteftien of their governor, the Earl of Clan* 
licarde, brought in their verdifts in oppofition to the 
claims of the crown- Wentworth enraged at this 
difappointment, puniflied them and the (heriffs, with 
imprifonment and a heavy fine. Not contented with 
this, he compelled them, on their knees and in open 
court to confefs the crime they had committed, a 
crime which confifted in their prefuming to do jus- 
tice, in obedience to the ^idtates of their confcience, 
•nd that in a matter wherein the property, the all 
of multitudes was concerned. So violent was the 
iippofition made to this plantation, that government, 
ibme time after diflblved the commiflioh and dropt 
all thoughts of proceeding with it. 

Grievous complaints were made in England of 
Went worth's unjuft adminillration. But he defpifed 
them. Intoxicated with power, the gratifications of 
which highly delighted his pride, his vanity and am- 
bition, he determined to perfevcre in a courfe which 
was too violent, even in the opinion of the arbitrary 
Laud. 

As the nation, at large, fmarted under the preC- 
fure of his haughty and imperious government, in- 
dividuals did not efcape the foourge of his oppref- 
fion. In a particular manner, his moft indecent and 
unjuft treatment of Sir Piers Crofby, of the Earl of 
g ^ Kildare, of Lord Mountnorris, and the Chan- 
cellor, rendered him exceedingly obnoxious. 
But the zeal with which he entered into, and pro-^ 

mote4 



OF IRELAND. 17 

moled the views of the King, rendered him fecure 

^ainft every oMnplaint, whether of a public or a 

private nature* 

. Not difcour^ed with the difficulties he had en- 
countered, in the bufihefs of the Coniiaught planfiiti- 

on, in Auguft fixteeh huhdred and thirty feven^ he 
proceeded to eftablifli his Majefty"s claim to the 
lands of Clare, and that part of Ormond which lay in 
the county of limerick. The people aftaid of'the 
confequence of refiftance, fubmitted, and the title of 
the crown was recognifed. But, adventurers were 
unwilling to engage, and t\m fettiement made fittle 
progrefs, • 

AdieiH 

L E T T E K V. 

THE: fame fpirit which he had difeovcred with 
refpeft to this country, prompted.Charles to 
Introduce epifcopacy into Scotland. Inflead of gen* 
tic means, he endeavoured to force the meafure by a 
ftretch of authority. Animated by a laudable geal^ 
in fupport of the rights of cbnfciertce, the Scots, twifh 
determined fifmnefs', oppofed the attempt, and th^i 
more eiredually to defeat it, drew up, fuWcribed, and 
publifhed the folernn leagiie and covenant. -Went* 
worth, ala^rmfed'by the apprehenfibn tliit the Prcfby- 
terians of UlAer, ebnnciSked with Scotland thdir pa-- 
rent ftate, 4>y the fame for'itl of 'religion; and by a- 
conftant intercourfe, would' fcJM6?w it's example, in* 
Med upoa th^!^ {Wearing to' an engagement, disap- 
proving of *hie condu(5t of^ the cc/venanter^"dnd ex- 
preffive of' their diity fend'^allfeglance to-the*Kii^. 
Thofe who rcfiifed the oSth'felt^the feverdl^effe<Sfai' 
6f his difpleafure. ' *• r ' i / . :' 

'- Vol.. II: . . . - .- •» ::'-^ :-..-': %t 
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Sbir the coireitant, t^ Scots being ufiUed in tht 
jcdmmdn ciLufe, took upaonsinde&n^eelit. The v 
danger to which Charles was now e^qiofed hy hijs 
{^({ipita^fl condo^l, roufeot the Deputy ta the vtko^ 
Vii^flWS t^ftctidaa.' itt his. behalf. He remitted tm 
jjin^^ 4wm thd teYJHUJ^. of frelaad;^. thirty j*Qu(Vnd 
Hflui«isv -*ad lent over to tts aififUnce five bundretl 
ifii^it; /T» keep th^ ScQt3: in aiwe, he mairchcd the 
§fiTfiy te tb^,N'ofth^ wfeete, by his Vigilance, he difeor 
vci4d a-fflpt te deliver «p tjwjeaftlfi pf Cajrrifikfcrgus 
lo^.t4ierBftrt(crf Argyfei / 

FitoiMinnsrther !q«iirtet;> Chartes wA$ encouraged 
to entertain hopes of afliftance. In the late reign^ 
Rstldfei Mac Donnel, upon his fubmiflion to govern- 
rrient, received a grant of the eXtenfive diftridt of 
Rout, was created Wcdunt Dunluoe and Earl of An- 
trim. His fon, a man of weak underftanding, but 
v4n 0f W? title;, of his fofltitw* Mnd of the honor and 
g^m^QijR j!ie had »flu>md, fey marrykg the I>Mtchef« 
l3i^w^r rf Buck^^gh^* wd ftiil-Rwe v%m of h« 
6i^ofe4 €onr©f}P€0§§ ifi- IjTiQknd proppfed^ with th^ 
Jting'i perwiflinn^ tomk m thU country a body of 
Ift^fi, .,^fei?h,.iii tJb |Jr:efipi5Lt ^me^iigeaqe would dfl 
Vrtfi tflfeA^l fervicift.. His offer wa^ accf pjed by th© 
Kkg. Jh.PPilf?^eiii^t tb^ Eari c^m^ oyer to Ir^^ 
laftd,;itnd.bfigw,ft0^ itepruitaipong.thfc cla^ of Ulftf^, 
aud.lh'f M^c; Poaalciis of the Ifles^ but a:n acj^qmnjjQT 
dii<tio^ ^i^ the S^Qtn w^s c;c»Ei(^li^ed, b^forp he hac| 
taken sany j^€tHal ^eps, towards^.the^.pcGomplilhr 

., TJS^ON the paeifiiradipQ with the Sppfs,: the ^ing 
h^ ^l*(ba|»ied bi^ ^myv* >yhi|ft they^ jfujfpe^SUng hi^ 
fiHiwJflty^.'rh^d kept tfe.§iiis together,; -Tfeey fooiv 
fe5JiS4it.7li^fiPJ(r^ry to recomi^ . At the 

fame time, the parliament and m^gyof the people^ 
of England were greatly dif^^ontented with Ch^rl^s's 

repeated 
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wpwierf infnngcmcnt 6| their liberties. Another 
fRtmy mui^ be ralfe<l to fupport his caufe, and he 
wanted the moans. In this difficulty, he looked to 
Wcntworth fi» aid, and to engage him to exert 
himfelf with, nior^ a<ftivity in his caufe, gave hitu 
the title of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, created him 
Earl of Strafford, and made him a Knight of the 
Garten 

Havikc called him over to England, toconfult 
With him in refpedt to the meafures moft proper tck 
he tdten; by his advice, the King was prevailed 
with, to convene the parliament of bpth kingdoms, 
as the eaiieft and moft popular expedieat for projcur- 
ing a fupply for his neceffines. 

Thb Irirti parliament met th.e fijfteenth of March. 
fixteen hundred and forty, in whigh the men^ibers fa- 
vourabk to theintereft of the crown, were pi;etty i>u- 
merous. Four fubfidies were ^ranted^ and a decorati- 
on made, that they would give vaftly more liberal aidw 
if his Majefty's fituation ftiould render it neceflajry. 
Having performed the fervrces to the King, the Lord 
Lieutenant returned to England, to aid the King w:ith 
his influence, at the meeting of parliament. In ^ 
fhort time, the adrve zeal of the King's friends here^ 
mufteredan army of eight thoufand foot, and a thou- 
fandhorfe. But, in raifing the money neccffary ta 
pay them, unexpeAed difficulties ar®fe. 

UvoN attempts bein^ made to colled the firft 
proportion of the fubfidies, the people^ confidering 
them as an unreafonable i'mpofition, and diffatisfied 
with the fervice to which they weje to be applied 
in general, refufed to comply. The influpnce of the 
puritans encreafed, who wer? certainly the beft friends 
of the conffitutipn, and who took pains to encreafe 
the public difcontents. Recufants were urged to con- 
fult their own intcreft by exerting thcmfelves, on the 

B Z prefcnt 
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prefentoccafion, in oppofmg the mcafures of govern* 
m^nt. Charles had convened .the Englifh parliament, 
refufed to redrefs the grievances of which it com- 
plained, and diffolved it. This new jMroof of his dcf- 
potic intentions, increafed the diflatisfadtioh of both 
kingdoms. 

^ AcUeu. 

LETTER VL 

THE fecond feflion of the Irifti parliament was 
of a complexion very different from that qf the 
firft. During the interval, the members had time t* 
refleft upon their condudt, faw how Very unpopular 
It had been, and how prejudicial to the public inte- 
reft. The example of the Englifti parliament tau^t 
them to be alhamed of the principles on which they 
had afted, nor was Strafford in the kingdom to di- 
reft their proceedings by his overuling influence. 
They now determined to behave with fpirit. Ac- 
cordingly, it was their firft bufmefs to confider the 
grievances by which the nation had been fo long op- 
preffed. Complaints were not the only means which 
they ufed for their redrefs; they prefented a remon* 
ftrance on the fubjeft to Wandesford, who had been 
appointed deputy by Strafford during his abfence. 
They complained, that the fubfidies granted in the 
former feffion, were exorbitant, aflerted the pre- 
cedent to be dangerous, declared that only the firft 
fubfidy fliould be levied, and, with refpedt to the 
reft, determined, that they fhould be reduced to a 
fuin proportionable to the abilities of the people. 

The third feflion dicovered ftill more difTatisfafti- 
on. They refolved, with refpedt to the fubfidies 
already voted, and to all future aflTeffments, that no 
eftate, real or perfonal, fhould be taxed in a fum 

exceeding 
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exceeding the tenth part of it's value. This refolu- 
tion was fo very ofFenfive to the King, that by one 
of thofe violent ftretches of prerogative, by which 
his governmeht was peculiarly diftinguifhed, he 
commanded it to be torn from the journals. But 
they were about to give a convincing proof that they 
were not to be intimidated. 

The friends of liberty in both countries now re- 
folved, that the demerits of Strafford fliould no longer 
efcape puniftinient. Ireland had been a principal 
fcene of his iniquities, here it was determined that 
the charge againft him .ihould^ originate. 

^ A n je: M OK s r R A N c E , ft: t ting forth his mifconduft 
in this cotiirtry, was prefented. to parliament, which, 
among, other particulars, complained, that under 
his govermneht, exorbitant duties had been inipofed 
on* articles of merchandise, to^he great decay of trade 
and diftrefe of individuals ; that in civil matters, arbi- 
trary 'deqifioas had been gisren^by him and the coun- 
cil, coatrary.tathe law and. Magna Charta; that the 
fubjedts were, through his influence, denied -tiie be- 
nefit of the graces ; that extrajudicial opinions of 
the council board, had made void letters patent, un- 
der the fanfti^Mi. of which, Irl(h'ifubje<as fhould have 
held their eftates ; that he had made a monopoly of 
tobacco, forced* that article frbm the proprietors tt 
a low pricie,^andfold it at an* advanced price, to the 
ruin of thoufands of lasr Majefty*s fubje<5te ; that he 
had been infixumental.in eredtihg a high con^niifr 
fion cQurt^ d^fpotic in the. principles of it's conftitu- 
tionj that, ^rjder his difcdtionvthe Attorney Gene- 
ral had .4epiEived fevetal ancient: boroughs, of their 
right of landing members to pal-fiament -, riiat mem- 
bers of parliament. fea4 be4a abridged of thpir juft 

privilege,,, . 

^ *« : This 
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This rtthonftrance, ribtwithfttmdhig thfc it^^^piafi- 
tion of WUndeaford, was fuppoirtcd by the ^rlk- 
ment, who appointed a comixlittee to g6 oVcr to 
England^ towttdbft the chaige againft Strafford, in 
thc.narrte„ and by the atktbority of tht Irifli houfe of 
commons. Upon their wrival in Loilcfcxi, th^yiitt^ 
cd, in the management of thffiidfintefs^Airith the Eng^ 
fifli commons^ by vi^feohi a ctMniiiittee had 41ft) bfeeii 
chofen, to enquire into the grievances oiF Irelind; 

At this time^ Watidesfikd died \ m%hbfe p^sedc^ 
the Earl of Leicefter wbs fcreatfed ford lidaten^^t 
of Ireland. As the flaliMof affairs wbaM nm idtmi 
of his leaving England^ Sir JxAn Borteoe f^d 5ir 
Wiilkm Parfons were ippoifttcd kinisjaf^^ They 
had been ttiembers of the^coAnril during the: sldffti^ 
niftratioliof Sttafford, artdftipportedlflm^m/ftl! Wi 
uncortftitutiana4 meafiires, biit they rhaj^jfed wilfe 
the times and were httwrof ihe popular )[^ty. tSich 
men wei« very difa^reeaHe to the' Kit^^ feut Mi 
power declined^ and ik vto :ob]3^ged' to futonit to th% 
appoii^t^s^nt^ - 

? • '• ' Adifetti 

L E T T E ?l Vili . 

JAl^UARY thc'tv^en^y^xth^ the-lrifh p^Hkx 
ment again affethblcd- : They altered tl^oh ilie 
confuteration 6£ nutitenal gri^>^cejr'^th 
1^1 w^^^^i ^^d ^ ^'^^^ fdfetfermined ref6feitibn to 
exert thenifelves to t)btain tcldrtfs^ Ift Itte 
houft of lords, the fame fot^edt'was fatten ^Ji^ ^rid i 
B^mb'er of Articles ttanrnxittbd to Eftgfeild, 'by^<:?ertiiiaL 
of their nlemfeens, whom they authbrfefifcii W MA th6 
ibrhmittee of the other ho^fe, ki their eiS^rtiohs fbf 
the pnblic good. Perceiving that the ca&ft oF ll'^ 
bcrty was likely, every (fe^ to receive new fupport, 

the 



the confjriidfis impeached the C^ttccHof, the Biftbp 
of Derry, GHief Juftice Lbwther.'dftd ^r©«JrgcRa/t* 
plifFe as abettors of thfe injuries cloiieuftd^' the late 
itdminiftra^tion, to the fubjeat'Snd lo the cWfrflrtutibhw 
After thts affafr had Been fexr feme tiiffe kgitited, 
the delinquents v^^ete ddtrritted te bait, Irrtfdlte'pmfo*- 
pjtion dropped, That of L^rd hv^tf6Y4 i|dw cxm^ . 
menced, befote the EngTiAi hcraft ^f loi'ds. Of th« 
articles of his accufation which ^eiie Hvtrfi^^tm^ ^U^ 
teen related to his condu6k In Ireland. *t\^ prhid^ 
f>al of them have been ttt^rif rotted Sortie fef tides of 
the charge were groundlefs, but tnore thAn feffitieiil 
remained to juftify the ftntenee of death which was 
pafled upoti him. It was eit'^cirfed. Aii ^^M k(^ 
ton] from yhich miniftens t>f ft^.tt^ iMfe^fp^kWf 
ftofe wito ate drttpofed to* gratify their prtde Atid^nV- 
bition at the expence of the liberties of thtek edttfltfyi 
intLy deriyfc the rtioft wholeFoitife inrttu€lWrrt. • • ' 

"This ftnking example «r rtatix«i4l jtafKo* 'pWM 
duced, hnrtiedlately, {alutaVy eflfe<*ts. ' THdfe v\^H6ift 
fitrafrord h^d depiived of^thelr rights >*ei^e feinftfeWl. 
The illegal courts wert afraid to ekercife thd'fjliripJ 
didtion, and Afe judges diirft Ttot, in fevbiif* of ^f^i 
togativfe, detenimne cau^is in a ittanft*^ -contrary td 
kw, and the prirlciiptes 6f the c6riilitutiofij 
' t)u tt parTraitreht had been ddfotirtled fo the ^leVfentft 
of May. It then met. Charles, obliged by thfe' iirf-^ 
ceffity of his aifkirs, had; given bfdtrt tt)'t?he Irifh 
privy council, that his fub^p^ds hi*m (hou^ ^joy thft 
benefit ot ill his ^taces. '^ ThW>^. making them M 
reft, illegaiiy; lYpbh W^s pvm. priir^gativt ; tlfe-'^^ 
mciit entreated his Maj^ftV, tH^t'^hey trifg^t bcf^ 
feured by the fana^onof Ih^'V^i'ffUHire '$rid^thkt, until 
Ibis was dor^, .they Ihoufd fibt be^prbrogucd xJr difi 
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A ctuESTioN, which had arifcn the U& feifiotJ^ 
now engaged the attention of parliament. You rc- 
coUtdt that Sir Richard Bolton the chancellor, had, 
with* others^ been imf)eaehed before the lords.. 
Afraid of the fentence of the peers^ (honld the accu-^ 
fation be pi-ofectited, he expre(Ied a doubt whether^ 
finoe the pailing of Poynings' Law^ they had a power 
of criminal jurifdiftion. ' This was confidered as an? 
attack upon one of the firft privileges of parliament^ 
therefore, in the beginning of this feilion, the lords 
^nd commons, in an addrcfs to his Majefty, relative ta 
, this point, aflcrted their right of judicature during a^ 
period of four hundred and fixty years paft^according 
to fhfc common law and courfe of parliament in Eng-^ 
landy and that they ever ought to be, in all criminal 
cafes, the fupreme judicatory of the kingdom. Here. 
the matter refted. 

It is pbferved, however, that the commons oi% 
this oGcafion, confidered their privilege to be called 
jfk queftion as well as that of the lords. It does not 
appear that the powers of each houfe, had l?een then^ 
as.they were afterwards^ diftinftly afcertai^ied. Carte 
iays, that at this period, the commqnfik attached j al^ 
figned damages, reflored pofleiTions, .ftopt fuits at 
common law^ and.exercifed other judicial powers^ 
Examples of this oqcur fo late as the reign of Qijeen 
Anne. 

A LIST of grievances, formerly tnuifmifted to the 
King, had, the preceding .feffion,., been laid before 
the Judges for their , opinion^ whicl^, from an appre-^ 
heixfion of offending his M;yefty^ they tl;ien decUned • 
g i Being prefTed to it^ they now. delivered their 
; /. fentiments with-refped to, tne;"^., leaving, 
ia;giying>their opinion, paid more rejgard to their 
dwn intereft than to the rights of th6 coriftitution^ 
tJiCj coipmons were very much difpleafed. A con- 
ference 
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fiircnce look place betwixt the two houfes upon the 
fiibjeA. The refult was^ a clear and decided deter- 
mination of the commons,, by which, in a variety of 
points, principally thofe referred to in the accufation 
•f Lord Strafford, the privileges of the fubjeft were 
diftindly afccrtained, and the late uncxDnftitutional 
abufes of government feverely condemned. 

You may remember that eight thoufand troops 
had been raifed in Ireland, the preceding year, for 
the fcrvice of his Majefty^ but that money could not 
be got to pay them. In contequence, large arrears 
were due them. With fome difficulty, part of their 
demand was paid, the reft prqmifed, and the troops 
were dilbanded. The King of Spain wiflied to em- 
ploy them in his fervice; a treaty was opened for 
that purpofe .with the Spanidi anxbaflador, and of- 
ficers fent over to condudt them from the kingdom. 
But, either from w apprehenfipn, that his Catholic 
Majefty, iri coppurrienGe with Charles, might employ 
them againft the kingdom, or, more probably, . for 
A reafon afterwards to be explained, the houfe oif 
cjpmmons interfered, and would not permit their de^- 
parture. 

Fop fome time paft, agejits from Ireland, who 
had carried over a remonffr^nce. frqm parliament t^ 
the throne, xe(pc&^ng the grieyahces of the nation, 
had been employed in foliciting Charles for a confirf- 
mation of tl^e. graces. Th^y. now returned and 
among other tranfmitted bills, brought wjth.the'm 
jtwo which were of the greateft importance. One of 
'them was a bill for fettling the poffeiriori 6f all eftates 
in the kingdom, which had been enjoyed wUhoi^t in- 
terruption, fqr fixty yeats. By the other, the King 
refinquifhed his title to the landi of Connaught and 
Clafe, and alfo to large trails which had been found 
fer him in the counties of Limeriqk and Tipperary. 
• -' '^ • - ■ ^Thefc 
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'Thefe bills, by fecuring the property, relieved fh* 
minds of thoufands from anxiety. The parliament 
wgs adjourned until the fpurth of Novenider. 

FareweHi' 

L E 1r 1* E R Vtll 

DUfel>lG a period of almoft Forty years, fre* 
land had enjoyed a ftate of uniriterrupted tran- 
quility. The face of tlie country had improved, the 
people b^icame more civilrzed, atid the £n^j(h fewS 
gnd government extended to every ,part of the king- 
dom. But national prdfperity Is ever ptecarrou*^, 
when hot fuppbrted by a fairred regard to th* right* 
of mankind. 6f the iiiimerous fiids which cdnfirna 
this obfefvation, the calartiitous ^vfent I am about t6 
relate is particularly ftriking. 

Thr unjull ihyafion of Irelartd by Henry the Se- 
cond, .with th^ fubfequent injiirtfeS to the propertj^ 
^ndlth'e civil rights of the inhabitants, ereated iil 
thefn tbat ftrong fehfe o^ refentmisn't, which mul! af^ 
feft the mind of every human being in the fame cir- 
euraftaJKcs. Hence arofe thofe i»numeri$ble infur-*- 
yeftio^is of the natives againft tbe Englifli pov?cr. 
Which continued, almoft without Interruption, untii 
the times of James the Firft. Upon His acgeflioii, 
finding the fpirit and the ftfength of the natives to 
l)e ehtirely fubdued by the fuccefsfiil exertions ot 
Elizabeth during the courle of Tyrohe^s war, he 
obliged them to relinquifb their ancient tenures, an4 
reduced every part of the ifland under the fubjedion 
of the Englilh government. 

, This fubjeftion was entirety the effedl of tieceif*- 
.lity J the Iriifh,.in general ftill lamented fecretly, the 
deprivation of their ancient rights, and longed witli 
anxiety to be reftored to them. They would infen- 

fibly 
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iKdy fikvi fer^tteh riie privileges tfieyh^tl loft, and 
have bceii m^omlkd to thfeir fiiuatton, had the Eng- 
lilh, in thofc parts where they had eft^bliflied their 
faws iand their tW\i pdiity^ treated thfeih kindly. In^ 
ftead k^ iWs thfcy W«rt pi^rtidl^ iobk every advantage 
oF their Wfea*j:nfeft, arid (bourged thciij with the heavy 
hand of bpprehwn. 

A l>AkTt'Ct;LA* eitife of diTcbntint arofe frbm 
the tJiftfer plantation^ *ml dther colohies fettled iii 
diflferfent parts of Hie kihgdoni, by which many of 
tte hati^fes vTttt injuitd in tfien: property, arid great 
nvtttibfers df tlWiw entirely fc'Kpeiled from their land$ 
And hftbihltioifS. 

■ Tftfe government of Lord StrkfTord was nioit 
feri^vous to Ihcttt. They were, with iinufual fe ve- 
rity, iforced tb fiibmit to various oppreffive a<fts ot 
aH&itrary pbwtf^ ahd- \6 ta^pes impofed upon theni 
^ttite beyond thelt aWlity. 

* Tb be chcaftd of the grifeei by Chdrlcs, fbr the 
stttifirfnatioh of wTwdl they had paid four hundred 
ffiorfand pounds, was ia circumttancc with Which 
tl*y were |iarticu&fly difgiifted. 

Bt ^ tiofliitig reiidcred them more diflatisfied with 
thttr fitiiation, thati the hardfliipis undet which they 
had laboiii^d with r^rpeft to rdigipn, from the reign 
df Heni-]?' the Eighth to the prefeht time. To be 
4E)bliged to renounce allegiantfe to the tope, whofe 
f^iritual pow^t they revered, and which even the 
Ehgltih tiiemfelves liad tau^t them to Venerate; 
to *be enjoined by law to relinquith, not only the 
ftrfti^, biit the diilinguifliing doftrines of their reli- 
gion V td be coirnpefled by penal ftatutes to worlhip 
t5od, in a manner iiot agreeable to the dilates of 
their tott^ience j to be difaualified fitjm pleadiiig at 
the bar, or holding any civil offtce, without taking an 
jAth, id which the feelings of- their minds could not 

. - fubmit I 
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fubmit ; thefe were feyerities, which ftreogthencd 
their alienation from government and cberiihed their 
difcontents. 

Indeed, Charles, from felfifh views, did -not 
ftriftly enforce the penal flatutes ^ in confequence 
of whichj Roman Catholics enjoyed fevcral of their 
religious privileges, but as this was by connivance 
^nd contrary to law, as it was a temporary indul- 
gence, depending upon the will and upon the fyftem 
of policy adopted by government, than which no* 
thing could be more fluiluating, they derived no 
fecurity, and of courfe no real fatisfaftion from it. • 

This very crrcumftance produced a new caufe of 
uneafiaefs; for certain rnore bigottcd Proteftants, 
both, in England and in thiai country, who h^d 
warmly oppofed the encroachmenfs pf . Charles on 
the rights of tljc coi>ftitution,. fiifpicious of hisde- 
figns in the indulgence with which he treated th« 
Catholics of Ireland* pail out threats againft their re* 
ligion, which were ;ftrongIy tin(£hired with the prin- 
ciples of perfecutiqn. To fr^e thcimfelves from 
thefe hardfliips and from the. danger of others, per* 
haps ftill mo;:e diftrefling, they were ftrongly 
prompted by the. circttmftanccssi c^f the tjmes, to jife 
without delay, in oppofition tt^, government. -, 

/XuE fucccfsful infurreftion of Scotland which ha4 
arifen from motives Cmilar to their, o.wn^ was anen;^ 
couraging example. England^ bp^^g, engaged in 
civil comniQtions, CQuid give little, ^affiftance to go* 
yernment in this Qpuntry. Strafford \yas not vice*- 
roy of Ireland, whofe vigHance would have prcr 
vented fuch a defign,. or whpfc- vigorous exertions 
would have fpeedily fupprefled 4t-.. .Befides^- right 
thoufand men^, .who, probabLy by ,the addrefe of 
fqiTie of the leading Catholics,, inf(ca,d. of entering 
Into the fervice of Spain, for which, they were-^n^ 

gaged. 
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gaged, had been detained in Ireland for the occafion, 
were ready, from principle and inclination to en- 
gage in their caufe* - ' 

• H ^ Adieu. 

LETTER IX. 

FROM the caufes and the favourable circum- 
ftances mentioned in my laft letter, a fcheme 
was formed, by fomc of the principal natives, o( a 
general infurredlion. 

Roger 0*Moor, the head of a diftinguilhed fami- 
ly which had greatly fufFered Tby the injuftice of the 
Engltfli, took an aftive part on the prefent occafion. 
He was well qualified for the bufmefs. Befides a 
handfome perfon, his manners were courteous, po- 
lifhed and infinuating. To the advantages he re- 
ceived from a genteel education, he added good 
fenfe and an unblemiftied charader. Deeply affedled 
by the injuries of his family and his country, he 
carted his popular talents, and ufed every means to 
cnflame the public difcontents. He engaged in this 
dcfign Colonel Plunket, younger fon of Sir Chri^o- 
pher Plunket, as one of his confidential aflbciates. 
Plunket was vain, well allied, warmly attached to 
his religion, and in deprefled circumftances. Needy 
likewife, and of fimilar difpofitions, was another of 
his aflbciates, Connor Macguire Baron of Enniikillen. 
To thefe we may add Macmahon, Philip Reily, 
Tirlough, and his brother Sir Phelim O'Neal of Kin- 
nard, a man of violent paffions, of profligate man- 
ners, of mean parts and little education. The offi- 
ces who came to conduct the troops to Spain like- 
wife engaged in the fame caufe. To procure friends, 
ftrenuous eSbrts were uf(?(J $t hoine and upon the 
•Wtinent. 
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Th? fifth of Oftpber, when the intcrcpurfe with 
England would be iqtcrrtipted by the fe^fon, mi 
when the tenants would have qolkjaed the renfs^ 
which the confpirators refolved to appfy to their 
own ufe, was the time fixed for the execution of 
their fcheme. The day Canfie, Ijut they were unpre- 
pared. The defign was then deferred until the 
twenty third of Qftc^, when the cuftle of l^lill 
was to be fehed and the iftCarif^ftiw to be uni? 

verfal. 

As the affair had becrt a confidcrabte time 'm «^ 
fcjtion, and a number of perfbns concempd^ fuffwcions 
had arifen with refpet^ to it. So early a^ March^ 
Secretary Vape, by order pf the Kiog, wtqte to the 
Lords Juftices, th^t he hfid received fwh sidvicc firoatt 
his Majefty's niinifters at foreign cq^rts^ concerning 
^. rehelfion fufpeded to take plape in Jrelandv as. 
made it neccffary for them to be very ctrcumfpeft^ 
in order, if it was really in ^gitation^ fo prevent 
fiich a dpfign. Early in Gftoher^ Sir Wilfem Ccic o£ 
Ennifkillen acquainted thenx with fame circumftanoes, 
whiph raifed his apprehenfions concerning the falety 
of goyernment. A few days after, he wrote tot. 
them a fecond letter, which contained certain infbr* 
rnation, in refpeA to the intended infurredion. But 
the letter mifcarri^d. Happily however for the 
picpple of Pviblin, the plot was divulged, mhcn on the 
point of being executed. 

Oii the evening of the twenty fecond of Oaober, 
a number of the confpirators affembled in DubBn^ 
One of the principal of them, Macmahon, difclgfed 
the feqret to Owen O'Connoly a Proteftanf, in hope* 
that he would affift in executing the defign. O'Con* 
noiy was (hocked, made his efcape with difficulty, and 
confimunicated to Sir James Parfons. the alarming in- 
telligence. Guards were immediately placed on the 

city 
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^y and caftk. Search w^s mi^c for the confpimtors. 
Lord Magijire, Macmahon, and shout thirty pf the 
lo.w^r fort w<erc fei^ed, feut O'Moore asd the reft of 
the principals, probably through the afliflan^ of" 
frieinds in Dublin who favoured the defign, cfc^pedt 
Macrnahon m^tdc a full confeffion of the plot, \f\ which 
fee baafted with exultation. Sir Franris Willoughby 
9 gallan.t foldier, was made governor of the Caftle, 
li^^Qh was furniflied with arm$ for ten thoufand men^ 
^ut tiighteea warders and forty hftlberdierscpnipc^ed 
tfef- y^^jiole of the garrifon. The military force of 
the; kingdom, in confequence of the late reduftion^ 
frts yejy inconfidecabie-, it wft? therefore more ne? 
cefiary, that individuals lhould.be wtlraed of thqiy 
danger^^i Order to ufe the beft m,eans in their power 
of proteding thcmfelves. For this purpofe, a pror 
frkijnation was publilhed on the twenty third of 
October, 4nd renewed the following day. Soon after 
another proclamation was publilhed, by which ftran-? 
gers, and all fu{pe<aed perfons,. were comnjanded ta 
depart from the town* 

Farewell* 

LETTER X. 

BE.SIDES.iffuing proclamation?, the Jufticc$ 
fent exprefleswith commiflTions to the Proteft- 
ants of note in the different parts of the kingdom,, 
empawering them to arm, to profecute the infurgents 
viA fke aijdjfword," and to receive fuch of them a% 
fobmitted to his Majefty's grace a.nd mercy. They 
likewise difp^tChed cpmmiflions, conveying the fame 
g^^ers, to the principal gentlemen of the pale. Inr 
formation of thei^nminent dangef tP which the king* 
^iPdA W^s e^p(ed» w^s ^Ifo cigjaveyed to his Majefty 

and 
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and to. the parliament of England, entreating iin- 
mediate aififlance. 

Thou GH every exertion was ufed to put the Caf^ 
tie in a ftate of defence, and two hundred foidiers 
arrived in Dublin for it*s protedion, with a number 
of Proteftants from the country, who fled to it for 
fafety, and were formed into a regiment, nothing 
Could equal the terror and miferabk anxiety of thb 
citizens. Their imagination was on the rack. They 
were filled with alarms which cncreafed every hour^- 
which anticipated the approach of the enemy, mag- 
nified their numbers, their cruelty, and every cir- 
cumftance which could heighten in the mind a dread, 
of the impending danger, 

• To remove fufpicions entertained of them, feve-^ 
ral Roman Catholic terds of the pale applied to go- 
vernment for arms. Five hundred were given to 
Lord Gormanftown, and twelve hundred were diftri- 
buted among the other Catholics of the different 
counties of Leinfter.. From this it would feem, 
that they were not fufpeded ; it does not appear 
that there could be fpared to them a larger portion 
of arms ; but they were diflatisfied. They were, 
alfo, much offended by the pxoclaitiati^n, for fetting 
forth " that a deteftable confpiracy had been formed 
by fome evil affefted Iri(h Papifts/* To fatisfy 
them, it wasexplained in fuch a manner, as to (hew 
that they were not corfiprehended in it. 

Mean while, the infurgents proceeded clfewhere 
with the execution of tlieir defign. In ^ few days 
t!iey were almoft entirely poflefled of the counties of 
Derry, Donegal, Cavan, Fermanagh, Leitrim, Long- 
ford^ Monaghan and Tyrone. They even made fome 
progrefs in the counties of Downe and Armagh. 

Every method was ufed to excite the paffidns 
and encourage the multitudes who hacj joined in the 

infurredion. 
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infurredlon. Even commiflions were forged, firft 
one in the name of the King, and then a fecond in 
the name of the parliament, approving of the defiga 
and encouraging to the fupport of it. Government 
immediately publiftied a proclamation, to ^prevent 
perfons from being deluded by this impofition. This 
appeared on the thirtieth of OAober. The follow- 
ing day another proclamation was publiftied, by 
which all the infurgents of Meath, Weftmeath,' 
Louth and Longford, not freeholders or in prifon, 
who had not killed any of his Majefty's fubjefts, and 
would furrender in ten days, were promifed pardon. 
This proclamation would have been humane and of 
fingular ufe, had it not been fo improperly reftridled- 
Why did it not extend to all the counties in arms ? 
Many perfons might have been confined whofe of- 
fences were venial. Would not the exception in 
prejudice of freeholders, who were excluded, plainly 
ffom the rapacious motives of encreafing forfeitures, 
render them more violent, being thus deprived of 
all hopes of pardon ? 

As the Proteftants were takcii by furprife, they 
had no opportunity of concerting meafures for their 
mutual defence. Each man feparately endeavouredl 
to protect hinifelf, in confequence of which the Irifh 
met with a very feeble refiftance. But when, their 
fears fubfided, they united in feveral places, under 
the command of the gentlemen who had received 
commiflions, and had been fpeedily fupplied with 
arms by government, and ufed vigorous efforts for 
their prefervation. Ennilkillen, Carrickfergus and 
feveral other places withftood the attacks of the Irilh, 
But Sir Phelim O'Nial, by whom they were com- 
manded in the North, determined tq perfeverc. 
He had made an unfuccefsful attack upon Lilburn. 
A detachment of four thoufand -men attempted a ' 
•Vol. II, C ftcon4 



54 THE HISTORY 

fccondtime to take it, but the townfmcn having been 
reinforced, repulfed them withconfiderable (laughter* 
;^nraged by this defeat^ the infurgents, gave them- 
lelves up without reftraint, to the inipulfe of fan- 
guinary paffions. To put numbers of defencelefs 
Proteftants to death in cold blood, to rob others 
©f their property, to drive them in a Winter feafon, 
from their habitations to the open fields, where they 
were expofed to perifti, by the accumulated evils of 
cold, nakednefs and famine, were Ihocking adts of 
cruelty. Nature (brinks from the dreadful fcene ^ 
to dwell upon it would be no lefs painful than in- 
confiftent with the limits I have prefcribed to myfelf 
in this undertaking- It is reproachful to Proteftants 
that, ftimulated by revenge, they, in fome inftan- 
ces, imitated the odious example fet before them, 
ojx thijs occafion by the Irifti. In particular, the 
g^rrifon of Carrickfergus. attacked by furprife the 
natives of Ifland Magee, engaged in no hoftile adls, 
thirty fanulies of whom they flaughtered. 

Farewell. 

L E T T E R XL 

THE Englifh parliament received intelligence of 
the infurredtion, on the twenty fifth of 06to- 
ber. The forged commiflion fixed on his Majefty 
a fufpicion of being concerned in it, upon which, 
in vindication of his charaAer, he was obliged to 
fay that " he committed to them the care of Ire- 
land." In confequence of which, they voted twenty 
thoufand pounds for the fervice of this country ; 
refplved that men fliould be raifed, and placed under 
the command of proper officers; that (hips fliould 
be ftationed to guard the <:oaftsi that provifions and 
magazines of arms and amunition (hould be tranf- 

ported. 
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ported, for the afiiftance and protedlion of Ifelandl 
Befides thcfe, and with the fame view, they paflTed 
other votes upon the occafion. In reward of his 
fervicc, they gave five hundred pounds and a penfion 
of two hundred pounds a year, to Owen Connoly^ 
who had difcovered the infurreftion- 

An account of thefe proceedings and of other 
friendly intentions, with refpedt to thi$ kingdom, was 
tranfmitted to the lords juftices, in the name of the 
lords and commons of Engknd. They required 
this encouragement, for the number of the infurgents 
encreafed. In particular, a number of Irifti fepts 
inLeinfter, rofe upon the Proteftants, deprived them 
of their houfes and property, and extended their de^ 
predations to the vicinity of the capital. 

The Irifh parliament had been prorogued to the. 
feventeenth of November, from which it was again 
prorogued to the twenty fourth of February. The 
fecond prorogation was very difagreeable to the Ca- 
tholics and fome of the principal loyallfts, who 
pleaded that if the parliament were permitted to 
meet, the graces would probably receive the/anftioa 
of it's authority, which would have cpnfiderable influx- 
ence, in conciliating to government the minds of th(^ 
infurgents, befides that fupplies would be voted^ 
which were greatly wanted in the prefent ftate of af- 
fairs, But the juftices faid that to difpenfe with the 
prorogation, would be a mc^afure unprecedented and' 
unbecoming the dignity of government. Their, 
reafons for the prorogation were, that the meeting . 
pf parliament would bring a concourfe of people to- 
Dublin, which might endanger the public fafety, and 
that a. number of Proteftant members would be pre- 
vented by the infurgents from attending, in confe-- 
quence of which, the Roman Catholic members 
would conftitute a majority. With difficulty they 

C i <;onfentecl 
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confented that the parliament (hould aflemble upoa 
the day to which they had been firft prorogued. 
Such members as cou^ld be collcfted met. Different 
opinions were urged, but as the majority were Pro- 
teOants, they declared by a public inftrument, their 
abhorrence of the infurreftion, their refolution to 
maintain his Majeft)r*s government, and to profe- 
ctite with war, all fuch as againft a certain day, would 
tiot lay down their arms and fue for mercy. Com- 
miflioiiers were appointed to treat with the infur- 
gents, and government authorized to raife money 
and forces for the public fecurity. Two days were 
neceffary for tranfadting this bufinefs ; after which, in 
place of the former appointment, the parliament 
was prorogued to the eleventh of January. 

Their commiflioners proceeded to O'Moore, who 
lay pear Dundalk with a confiderable army, to treat 
ivith him of peace. Inftead of liftening to an ac- 
commodation, he took every method to unite and to 
animate his followers to war. With this view, and 
to engage the more moderate in his caufe, he 
formed an oath of aflbciation, which he difperfed in 
order to be figned, the purport of which was, that the 
Catholics had taken up arms, folcly in defence of 
their religion, of his Majefty*s rights ahd the liberty 
of the fubjedt. His exertions were rendered much 
more fuccefsful by the intemperance of the Englifli 
parliament. Bigots in religion, though friends to 
civil liberty, they pafled at this time an order, for 
t'^ndering the oath of fupremacy, to all ftudents 
from Ireland, in the inns of court and chancery of 
London, for expelling fuch as refufed and for not ad- 
mi ning in future, thofe who would not take it. 
There was no feminary in this country, for educat- 
ing yo^jng men for the law, which made this a fe'- 
vcre ftroke to the Irifh'. The commons of England 

alfo 
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alfo pafled a vote, in which they were joined by the 
lords, that no toleration of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion fliould be permitted in Ireland. A more ef- 
feftual method, tp ftrengthen the caufe of the in- 
furgents, could not poffibly be taken, than this pro- 
ceeding, which was not more hoftilc to the benevo- 
lent fpirit of the Gofpel and to the principles of the 
reformation, ths^n to the rights of the Irilh conftitu- 
tion. 

As the Lords Juftices were in the intereft of the 
Englifh parliament, their government was ofFenfive 
to the loyalifts. They determined to have then^ 
removed, if poffible. In order to this, they ap- 
pointed Lord Dillon to communicate their defires to 
Charles. In company with Lord Taafe, who was 
commiffioned by the nobility of the pale for 'the 
ftme purpofe, and to fupport their intereft in all 
other refpefts with the King, he fet off for England, 
But they were feized by the way, carried to London, 
and committed to prifon by the parliament. They 
cfcaped from confinement, and fled to the King, 
with whom they continued in the capacity of <Iri(h 
cpmmiffiopeirs, 

Adieu; 

L E T T E R XII. 

YOO have feen the refolutions of the Englifh 
commons, with refpeft to the relief of Ireland. 
They had fent over fome money and provlfions in 
November. This was all the afliftance yet received 
from them. . 

In cojifequenoe of repeated intelligence, that the 
jftrength of the infurgents daily encreafed, and the 
fituation of Proteftants became more critical, they 
r^folved thJt in^gazines of provifions (hould Be cfta- 
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^t THE HISTORY 

blilhed at Weftchefter, for the ufe of Ireland, and that 
twenty thoufand pounds, fix thoufand horfe and 
two thoufand foot fhould be raifed for the fame 
purpofe. But, to enable his Majefty to raife the 
men expeditioufly, oxi a<ft was neceflary to authorifc 
him to prefs them into the fervicc. The preamble 
to the bill difpleafed him, and he rcfufcd for fome 
time, to pafs it. He defired to appoint the officers 
who were to command the levies for Ireland, but to 
this, as it would give him a power over them, which 
the commons confidered as dangerous, they would 
iaot confent. Thefe and other differences, which 
arofe betwixt the King and parliament of England, 
Qccafioned by their mutual jealoufies, retarded the 
^ relief of this country* At laft, ten thoufand Scots 
were t^cn into pay, io be employed in the fervice 
of Ireland. They were to be fubjed to thek own 
commiffidners, to be Independent of irifh govern- 
ment, gnd to be npfwerable for their conduft, only 
to tte King end parliamerit. 

Whilst thefe matters wete adjufting in Eng- 
land, the infurgente colledled a confiderable force, 
under the command of Sir Phelim O'Mial, and pre* 
pared to befiege Drogheda. Upon receiving intelli- 
gence of this defign, fix hundred foot and fifty horfe, 
were detached from i)u:blin to reinforie the town. 
But they were attacked on their march and defeated 
at Julitoftownbrid^. 

Bv the end of November, the enemy fat down 
before Drogheda, which was neither ftrong in itfelf^ 
nor well fupplied with provifions, nor provided with 
a fufficient garrifon. It was placed under die cchh- 
maind of Sir Henry Tichbourne, an a<!tive and gal- 
km officer, who was deteMiined to ufe every poflS- 
ble means for it*s prefervation. The Iriili, whe^ 
thou^ very mwnewus, were, from their fituation, 

unable 
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unable to furround the town by a regular encamp- 
ment, could not with their utmoft vigilance, pre- 
vent fome fupplies from getting into it. Thefe be- 
ing foon confumed, the citizens and garrVfon were 
reduced to great diftrefs. Another fupply and the 
arrival of four .hundred men, helped to drfpel their 
fears and to animate their courage. Sir Phelim 
made feveral attacks, but was repulfed. The gar- 
rifon infpired by the example of their governor, 
was determined to endure every extremity, rather 
than furrcnder a place of fo much importance. 

The fiege had now lafted near three months* 
About the end of December, a reinforcement of Eng- 
lilh troops, confifting of fourteen hundred men, had 
arrived in Dublin, but as that city was then almoft 
quite furrounded by the infurgents, nonfe of them 
could be fparcd to the afliftance of Droghecia. But, 
about the end of February^ government having re- 
ceived an additional fupply of fifteen hundred foot 
and four hundred horfe, refolved to make a diver- 
fion in favour of it. For this purpofe, the Earl of 
Ormond, lieutenant general of the army, and a great 
favourite with the loyalifts, was ordtered to march 
towards the Boyne, at the head of three thoufand 
foot and five hundred horfe,^ His inftruftions were' 
to profecute the Irifli with great feverity. The 
moment O'Nial received this intelligence, he raifed 
the fiege, and marched to the North. Ormond, 
being limited in time by the exprefs orders of the 
lords juftices, returned to Dublin in eight days, hav- 
ing left a detachment under Sir Henry Tichbourne, 
who marched in purfuit of the enfefny, niadp hifnfel^ 
mafter of Dundalk, and in a few days reduced the 
vrholc coupty 6f J-outh tg obedience. 

Farewell. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

DURING thefe tranfadions, a revolution had 
happened, which rendered the infurredion 
much more formidable to government. 

That thofe who were originally concerned in it, 
did> in the beginning, communicate their defign to 
the principal Roman Catholics of the pale, and that 
they were interefted in it's fuccefs, cannot be doubted. 
But, they declined taking an adtive part in the bu- 
fmefs, as they were more immediately under the eye 
of government, and enjoyed confiderable grants 
from the crown, which they did not wifli to rifquc 
upon an uncertainty. But a fummons they had re- 
ceived, to attend their duty in the council, which 
alarmed their apprehenfions, the addrefs of fome of 
the principal infurgents, the defeat of the Proteftants 
at Julianftownbridge, and other circumftances, which 
opened to their caufe a flattering profpeft, deter- 
mined them to take up arn>s in fupport of i?. In 
confcquence of this refolution, in the beginning of 
December, Lord Gormanftown, feven other lords 
and a thoufand gentlemen met on the hill of Crefty, 
where, according to previous agreement, Roger 
O'Moore and a detachment of his forces appeared, 
The latter were afked why they had come within 
the limits of the pale ?. O'Moore anfwered, to maim 
tain the King's prerogative and the liberties of Irer 
land ; the other party, as if immediately perfuaded by 
thefe reafons, that their motives were laudable, joined 
them without farther ceremony. 

The lords of the pale were now fummoned, a fe- 
cond time, to attend the council. But they declinecit 
alledging in excufe, that they were fufpedted by go- 
vernment, and were apprchenfive of danger, from 

fome 
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fome threa^tening expreffions of Sir Charles Coote^ 
whofe cruelty, as gn officer, to the Irilh, upon fome 
late occafions, had rendered him particularly ob- 
lioxious. Govcrnrpent affured them, by a procla»* 
mation, that the expreflions imputed to Sir Charles 
were groundlefs. But they had proceeded too fer 
to repede. Several (kirmifhes having happened bc^ 
twixt the King's troops and the Iri(h of the pale, 
helped^ to confirm their refolution. At a general 
meeting on the hill of Tarah, they fettled finally 
their fchenjes and plan of operations. Lord Gorr 
manftown was elected commander in chief, Hu^ 
Birne lieutenant general, ^i\d the Earl of Fingal gc;- 
neral of the horfe. In their refpetftive diftrids, thefc 
officers were to ra.ife a certain numbef of foldiers;, 
who, with fucK as ^lould come to theii' affifiance^ 
were to be fuj^rted by a general contribution, to 
be levied off the lands in regular proportions. Sct 
veral joined them with arms they had received, ^nd 
companies they hfid raifed for the fervice of governr 
ipent. 

To juftify their conduct to the Kingi they inr 
formed him, that they had united with the infur- 
gents of the North^ in defence of his prerogative, 
find to prptedt their civil and religious liberties, 
which had been violated, by thofe to whom he had 
CQmmitted the direftion of hi$ affairs. They en- 
treated his Majefty to grant them a free parliament, 
for the redrefs of their grievances, and, in the mean 
tinje, tQ command a ceffation of arms. They like- 
wife publiftied a manifefto, expreflive of their prin- 
ciples, and the |«afons v^'hich h^d induced them to 
commence hoflifities. 

To countera<9; thefe meafures of the Gatjiolics of 
the pale, by convincing the publig of his Majefty's 
lentiment3 with rcfpeift to the infurreilion^ the Jut 
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ftices fent over to England forty copies of a procla- 
mation, as we arc affurecf by Cox^ in which, thofe 
toncerned in it are declared to be rebels againft the 
King, and enemies to the crown of both England 
and Ireland. They were figned and tranfmitted by 
Charles, But the Irifli were now too confident of 
fuccefs, to be intimidated by hoftile epithets, or the 
threatening terms of a prockmation. The rifing of 
the pale, was in itfelf a confiderable addition to their 
eaufe, and had, upon the minds of others not hi- 
therto concerned in it, a moft extenfive influence, 
particularly, in oonfequence of the principles they 
avowed, which were perfeftfy agreeable to the more 
moderate Roman Catholics, and by keeping them- 
felves feparate from the Northern rnfurgents, whofe 
excefles were odious to all not deflitute of the feel^ 
Ings qf humanity, their example had a powerful 
effeft, 

CoNWAUCHT catched the infedtion. Even Gaf- 
way could with difficulty be kept quiet, by the pre- 
fence wd vigorous exertions of it's governour, Lord 
Clanricarde, In Munfter, Saint Ledger, the prefi- 
dent, faw the fpirit likely to rife. He had nothing 
conciftating in his nature. His harfli feverities en- 
creafed it. Numbers of Irifh took up arms iii that 
province. Nothing at parefent couM have preferved 
ft to government, but a difference which broke out 
betwixt two leaders of the infurgents^ Vifcount 
Roche and Lord Mountgarret^ 

FarewetL 

LETTER XIV. 

WHEN Ormond fet out for the relier of 
Drogheda, among other orders which he rcr 
ceived, he was commanded by the Lords Juftices^ 

not 
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not only to deftroy the houfes and the property of 
tjie infurgcnts, but that he (hould kill all the men 
inhabiting their quarters^ capable of bearing arms. 
With rcfpe<a to thofe who (hould furrender, he was 
enjoined to have them feized by the foldiers, to ex- 
clude them from his prefence, and tranfmit them pri- 
foners to Dublin, In this manner, thofe who did 
furrender, were actually treated, and they were 
pretty numerous, in confequence of his Majefty's 
offered pardon, publifhed in a proclamation which 
had juft arrived from England. So many iqfur- 
gents and perfons fufpefted of being concerned in 
the plot, had been taken, from the beginning, that 
the jails were filled with prifoners. The fate of 
thefe unhappy wretches was not long in fufpenfc. 
Bills againft hundreds of them were found by the 
grand juries in a few days. It was with difficulty 
that petty juries, from the refpeftive counties, could 
be procured. Many of them were brought to a re-- 
gular trial, condemned and executed. Numbers 
fuffered by martial law. 

Besides Macmahon, one of the original confpi- 
rators. Sir John Read and Mr. Patrick Barnwell 
were put to the rack, in hopes of procuring from 
them, forae impor-tant information with refpeft to 
the defigns of the infurgents. This invention of 
human cruelty, reprobated by nature and the laws 
of our country, was applied in vain. They had no 
difcoveries to make. With rcfpcft to Read and 
Barnwell themfeives, they were not guilty of a 
crime. 

To juffify fuch ads of inhumanity, and obtain 
information to government, a commiflion had been 
ifliied to the Dean of Xilmore and others, by which 
they were required to exarriinp witnefles, and take 
i0lher neccffary fteps, in order to afcertain the loffcs 

af 



i 



44 THE HISTORY 

of life or property fuflairied by the Protefiants^ 
fince the beginning of the infurrcttion. 

The commiflTion was not clofed until July. We 
may here obfervc, that the examinations taken upon 
this occafion amount to upwards of thiity vohimes. 
They were depofited in Dublin College and are ftill 
extant. Had they been confulted with care and 
impartiality, had a juft diftinftion been made, be- 
twixt the evidence of witneffes who fwear to mat- 
ters of faft, and that of thofe who declare mattera 
of mere opinion and report ; had proper allowance 
been made for wilful mifreprefentations and for the 
errors, efpecially in fuch im affair, which naturally 
arifc from deep rooted ppcjudices, from fear, from 
llrong refentment and a heated imagination ; bad it 
been confidered, that at the time of the principal 
outrages, the Sgots were, from political motives, en- 
tirely fpared by the infurgents ^ that the North of 
Ireland, the chief fcene of the maffacre, was then, 
through the want of cultivation, very thinly inhabit- 
ed, that many of the Proteftants fled into waBed 
towns, where they were protected from the enemy, 
and that others of them efcaped from the kingdom ^ 
had thefe circumftances been deliberately weighed, it 
mull have appeared, that the numbers fuppofed tc* 
have been deftroyed by the Irifli, in the beginning o€ 
the infurredion, quite exceeded the bounds of cre-r 
dibility. Many authors have contributed tQ de- 
ceive the public in refpeA to this affair. But of all 
whq have written on the fub^ft, the accounts of 
Sir John Temple are the mofl partial, the moft cx-r 
aggerated and the moft abfurd. On refledkion, he 
was not himfelf pleafed with the performance, for 
he would i^ot fuflfer it to pafsf through a fcQQnd edir^ 
lion. 

Thb 
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The confequencc of magnifying and painting in 
ftrong colours the circumftanccs of this unhappy af- 
fair, has been, to alienate the afFedtions of Prote- 
ftants from their Roman Catholic brethren. In con- 
fequence of this, deep iraprcffions to the difadvan- 
tage, not merely of the guilty, to which they 
fliould have been entirely confined, but of the whole 
fed, have been tranfmitted from generation to ge- 
neration. To fllgmatize indifcriminately, as too 
many have done, the natives of Ireland, for the 
crimes of individuals, in which they did not partici- 
pate, which they did not approve, nay which many 
of them laboured to prevent, is an adt of great in- 
juftice to men, who have ever been diflinguiihed for 
warm hearts and benevolent affedlions. 

For the fake of government whofc accumulated 
injuries were the caufe ; for the honor of human na- 
ture ; for the fake of thofe fweet propenfities of the 
heart, which (hould bind by the ties of mutual good 
will, fellow citizens and fellow fubjedts, though dif- 
tinguilhed by different religious opinions, the maf- 
facre of fixteen hundred and forty one ftiould be 
buried in everlafting oblivion- 
Farewell, 

L E T.T E R XV. 

TO reduce the infurgents in the county of Kil- 
dare, the Earl of Ormond had been detached 
with three thoufand foot and five hundred horfe. 
When he was advanced near to Kiljrufh, he came up 
with a body of the en'^^my, much fuperior in num- 
ber, commanded by Lord Moun^garret. He led on 
his men to the attack. They charged with fuch fpi- 
rit tliat the Irilh were defeated, with the lofs of feven 

hundred 
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hundred men, among whom were fevcral pcrfons of 
diftindtion. This was a fcvere ftroke to the infur- 
gents; but there pafTed, about this time, a refoluti- 
on in the Englifh houfe of commons, which haa a 
tendency to ferve their ca\ife, much more efFeftually 
than it was injured by the battle of Kilrufli. To 
raife money for the fervice of Ireland, a very diffi- 
cult matter, they paffed a vote, which was enaded 
into a law, for giving lands in Ireland which fhould 
be confifcated, in certain proportions, upon very ad- 
vantageous terms, to thofe who would contribute 
towards defraying the expences of the war. The 
proprietors of land, now very numerous in every 
part of the kingdom, who were engaged in the in- 
furreftion, muft have been animated by this (hame** 
fiil repetition, of the moft oppreffive of the grievances 
which occafioned it, to exert themfelvcs, in oppofi- 
tion to government, with redoubled zeal. They 
now faw, that if they did not fucceed, they would* 
not only be denied the exercifc of their religion, but 
expelled from their poffeffions, and be reduced to 
the diftrefling alternative, either of finking into indi- 
gence, perhaps perilling for want, or of feekin^r^ 
more comfortable habitations, and means of fupport 
in a foreign country. 

As the interell of the clergy was deeply involved 
in the event of the infurredlon, they ufed all their 
1642 ^"^"^"^^ *^^ fupport of it. Some time before^ 
they held a meeting at Kells, relative to pub- 
lic affairs. In May, a general fynod aflembied at 
Kilkenny. On both occafions, they declared the 
war to be juft, and that it was engaged in for the 
defence of their religion, and the King*$ prerogative. 
They ordered an exaft account to be kept in each 
province, of the ads pf violence committed by the 

Proteftants^ 
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Proteftants, and pafled excommunications upon fuch 
of their own people as fliould be guilty of murden 

Shortly after the return of Ormond from Kil- 
ckre, Lord Lifle, fon of the Lord Lieutenant, ar- 
rived from England with nine hundred men. Thefe 
having marched into Leinfter, to oppofe the Irifli in 
that quarter, drove them from Trim, of which they 
took poffeffion- The enemy attacked the town, at 
ni^ht, but were repulfed. They fled ; . Sir Charles 
Coolte, at the head of the Englifli forces, purfued, 
to improve the advantage, but was killed in the at- 
tempt. He was brave, but cruel, which has left a 
ftain upon his memory. 

An inftance of magnanimity, exhibited about 
this time, by the Lady OfFaly, widow of Sir Robert: 
Digby, for her own credit, arid the honor of her 
fex, merits particular notice. The Irifli, by letter, 
commanded her to furrender her caftle. To which 
ftie replied, with the fpirit of an heroine, " I have 
been a loyal fubjeS, and always behaved to you as 
a good neighbour. Therefore, being free from of- 
fence both to you and my king, I will, to the ut- 
moft of ray power, die as I have lived, innocently; 
I wifli you to avoid the (bedding of blood, a crime 
with which I have never been chargeable, at the 
fame^ time^ I am not the leaft intimidated by your 
threats.** In confequence of this refufal, (he was be- 
fi^ed, but defended her caftle with refolution until 
flic was relieved by government;. 

THE.Irilh leaders of Munfter, having contpofed 
their difagreemcnt, and being joined by Lord Muf- 
kerry, preffed hard upon Saint Ledger the prefident, 
who was encompaffed by difficulties. He received 
from England a reinforcement of a thoufand men. 
Even with thefe, he was unable to keep the field. 
I^iArefied by the want of money and prpvifions^ and 
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by the fupcrior numbers of the enemy, he was com- 
pelled to (hut lumfelf up in the city of Cork. Hav- 
ing died ftiortly after, the command of the province 
devolved upon Lord Inchiquin, as vice prefident. 
Ten thoufand pounds were fcnt to him from England, 
and Lord Forbes arrived to his afliftancc with twelve 
hundred men. But Forbes being in the fervice of 
parliament, whilft Inchiquin was attached to the roy- 
al caufe, they did not co-operate. The former, 
fliortly after, left the province. Inchiquin, having 
HOW nothing to depend upon for fafety, but a vigor- 
cMis effort, with the afliftance of the Earl of Cork 
and other lords, he collefted two thoufand men, with 
which he attacked the Irifh hear to the caftle of Lif- 
carrol. Vidtory decided in his favour, though the 
enemy confifted of feven thoufand foot and five hun- 
dred horfe. But, he was unable to purfue this fuc- 
cefs: From the want of provifions and other necef- 
faries, he was obliged to dilband his foldiers, and 
difperfe them through the different garrifons. 

The infurredlion had extended to feveral counties 
of the province of Connaught. Lord Clanricarde, by 
r hia efforts had preferved the peace of the 
• * county of Galway, as has been mentioned, 
but notwithftanding all his endeavours, it was now 
interrupted. The natives of the town of Galway, be- 
ing joined by other infurgents, made an attack upon 
the fortj which was commanded by Captain Wil- 
loughby, an officer in the intereft of the parliament. 
Clanricarde gave it every fuccour which his fituation 
would permit, but finding it neceflary, he agreed 
upon a ceffation with the enemy. The Lords Jufti- 
ces, jealous of his defigns, as a friend to Charles, 
cenfured him for this meafure, were difpleafed with 
the fubmiffions he had received, and enjoined him 
not to admit any of the ^nfurgents to pardon in fu- 

turc» 
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turc» Peupetwl tfUpu^tes ^ofe between the Uihabw 
riants of the towa and WiHoughby, ?&ii\di often 
tended in faofttlities. The arnvaily from MuDfter^ of 
Lord Eorbes to his.aiffiftance^/niftead oi diminifiiingy 
increafed thefe difleittions. Fmbes was violent, in* 
ftead of ^conciliating, he provoked, by his fcverity, 
tbe.rcfentment of the natives. His ficft a£iioa, after 
landing, excited their deteiliation. He toqk poffef- 
Xion of a Poprlh church, an ancient burial place^ 
^i^faced it, dug up ihe graves, and burned the 
•bones and coifins.of the dead, l^he powers with 
whi^h he wras invefted, 5 by the Englifh parliament, 
interfered with»thofe 0f Lord Clanricarde, as gover- 
nor of the county- Hence arofe a new caufe of dif- 
ferenoe. 

Faonit Chriftmas, Sir James Dillon had lain with 
« confiderabie body of infurgenis, before Athlone, 
which continued to be diftreffed until the middle of 
June, when the fiege was raifed, upon the approach 
of Ormond with ^ve thoufand men. To aflift Lord 
ilanela^, prtfident of Connaught, in maintaining 
hi^ground againft the infurgents, Ormond left with 
him a r-einforcement of two thoufand foot and two 
troops of horfe, reduced Ballymore,;MuUingar, with 
feveral -other places, Jind then returned to Dublin. 

}n *5«ily. Sir James Dillon made a fecond attack 
upon Athlone, but was repulfisd, and afterwards de- 
feated, in an engagement with the Englilh, 

^ Farewell. 

LETTER XVL f' 

THE- Irifli parliament had met on the twenty 
fitft of June. Having expelled fuch of their 
members as were aftually in arms, the commons 
voted, that the oath of fupremacy fliould be ten^ 
Vol;IL D dercd 
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dered to all their members, and framed a bill for 
that purpofe, which, with other penal bills, was 
tranfmitted to England. To expedite their return, 
both houfes joined in a declaration, addreiTed fo the 
King and parliament of England, praying, that 
proper fteps might be taken, for putting into exe- 
cution, the penal ilatutes againft Roman Catholic^, 
in every part of Ireland, efpecially in the city of 
Dublin. Gentlenefs towards thefe unhappy people, 
feems to have been baniflied from the breads of the 
legiflators of both countries, and the harlh feelings 
of feverity fubftituted in their place. The parlia- 
ment, having fat three days, adjourned for a few 
weeks. 

By a proclamation of the nineteenth of Auguft, 
the lords juftices and council repealed^ indifcrimi- 
nately, all protedkions hitherto granted to the irv 
furgents. 

Let us now take a view of the affairs of the 
North* About the middle of April, two thoufand 
five hundred Scots^ part of the ten thoufand which 
had been engaged for the fervice, landed at Car- 
rickfergus, under the command of Robert Munroe. 
Being joined by a detachment of foot and horfe, 
th^y marched to Newry, which, with the caftle of 
Carlingford and Armagh, they took from the infur- 
gents, Upon their approach, O'Nial retreated from 
Armagh to Charlemont, having, before his depar- 
ture, committed fome fliarheful arts of inhumanity. 
From feelings equally odious, Munroe, it is faid, 
put near eighty people to death at Newry. Hav- 
ing left a garrifon in that town, the Scotch general 
returned to Carrickfergus, from whence he laid 
wafte the neighbouring diftrids. They were fo ra- 
pacious, that the conimiffioners for Irifh affairs were 
obliged, at the dcfire of the lords juftices, to flop their 

depredations. 
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depredations. In the month of Auguft, the Earl of 
Leven arrived from Scotland, with the remainder of 
the ten thoufand men. At the head of thefe and 
the other forces of Ulfter^ which altogether made 
up a formidable a'rrriy, he advanced into the coun- 
try. Having done nothing of confequence, he 
gave the command of the troops to Munroe, and 
returned to Scotland. The exertions of Munroe 
were equally Undiftinguifhed. He diftributed the 
foldiers into quarters, where they were reduced to 
great difficulties, by the Wapt of pay and provifions. 
The King, with much reludtance, had permitted the 
Scots to come over to Ireland. Being of the fame 
principles with the parliament, as he forefaw, they 
watched his forces with a Jealous eye, counteraded 
their dcfigns and reftrained their operations, confi-^ 
dering them juftly as hoftile to the conftitution* 
On the other hand, the King's friends confidered 
them, and all pofleffed of the fame principles, with as 
unfavourable fentiments, and were equally difpofed 
to reflect upon their condudt, and to thwart their in- 
tentions. The loyalifts, the parliamentarians and 
infurgents, had each of them different feelings, and 
different objeds of purfuit. This interference mul- 
tiplied the confufions, and lengthened the diftradtions 
of the nation. 

SfR Phelim, after his retreat from Armagh, re- 
cruited his forces, which had been confiderably re- 
duced, and took the field. An engagement en- 
fued, betwixt him and a body of troops, com- 
manded by Sir Robert and Sir William Stewart, 
who defeated him, with confiderable lofs. Difcou- 
raged by this misfortune, and by the unpromifing 
afpeft of their affairs, his followers were on the 
point of deferting him, when his hopes were unex- 
pedledly raifed, by the arrival, from the continent, 

D^2 of 



i 



5i THE HISTORY 

of his cbufin 0>yen Roe O^l^ial, with arms, ammufa- 
tion, a hundred officers, and an affurance of more 
ifedtual aid. 

Owen had beeii rilucTh abroad, where, in a mili- 
tary command, he had acquired the knowledge and 
the habits of an accomplifhed foldier. He was cool, 
prudent, arid remarkably expert iri takiflg advan- 
tage of thofe critical circumftanceSj on which fuc* 
cefs in war fo niuch depends. Thefe qualifications 
iirete accompanied ty ftrift temperance and huma- 
nity, virtues, wnich appeared in hirii, to ftill greater 
Advantage, ^\itn contraftcd with the oppofite vices, 
which fo remarkably difhonoured the charadler of 
liis kmfmah, Sir Phelim. The feelings which 
prbnipted his countrymen to rife in oppofition to 
^overiimieht, had taken deep pofleflion of his heart. 
From the teginning, he entered into their defign^ 
with a determined purpofe, to fupport it, by every 
exertion in his power. He ufed all his influence 
with Cardinal Richlieu, and wherever he had a pro- 
fpedt of obtaining affiftahce of men, of money and 
other rieceffaries. Being a principal of the fept of 
O'Nial, and thus diftinguifhed by his charadler, his 
confequehce and his zeal for the Catholic caufe, 
upon his arrival in the North, numbers of the Irifh 
flocked to him, by whofe unanimous voice, he was 
chofen general. He exerted himfelf, with vigor, in 
difciplining and recruiting his troops, which, (hortly 
after, were ftrengthned by a reinforcement from 
the continent, under the command of Colonel Pref- 
ton, brother to Lord Gormanftown. This was fol- 
lowed by an additional fupply of officers, arms and 
ammunition. 

AdieuJ 
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LETTER XVIL 

TO give dignity to their caufc, and from a prin- 
ciple of union and of order, the Catholics rc- 
folved to frarqe a political fyftern, by which their 
operations fliould be, in future, regulated. With 
this view, a convention of reprefentatives, from the 
whole body, met at Kilkenny, in the mopth of Ofto- 
ber. They difavowed the title of parliament, but^ 
like it, divided themfelyes into two houfes, one con- 
fifting of lords temporal and fpiritual, the other, of 
deputies from counties and cities. Several ordinan- 
ces were agreed upon by this aflembly : in particular, 
they refolvcd ; thiat the Jlonian Catholics of Ireland', 
ftould enjoy all the privileges of Magna Charta'j 
that the common law of England, and all ftatutes, 
not inconfiftent with the freedom of religion and the 
liberty of the fubjed, fliould be in force.; that alle- 
giance was due to the King;, that his preromjive 
fliould be fypported -, that the laws ftould i?e exe- 
cuted, as well as the circumftances gf war would per- 
mit ; that a judicial covnqil of twelve, with a power 
of eledting officers, ftiould be appointed in each coun- 
ty; that from thqm, (bould lie an appeal, to aprx>- 
vincial council of twepty four, cholen by .the gene- 
ral convention, whofe jurifdiftion, with refpeft to 
matters, civil and military, >yas to be fubje(ft to a 
fupreme council, twelve of whom, were always to 
refide in Kilkenny, pr fome other place apppintej^. 
They refolved, that all who poffeffed lands, qr hc- 
reditameiits, three years before the commenceRient 
of the war, fliould be permitted quietly Jo .efnjoy 
them. Commanders in chief were likewife appoint- 
ed. Owen Roe O'Nial fpr Uliler; Colonel Pref- 
ton for Leinfter, Colonel Barry for Munfter, and 
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Colonel Bourkc, as lieutenant general, for Con- 
naught Thiefe were invefted with a power of en- 
lifting foldiers, and taking fuch fteps, as were ne* 
ceffary for eftabliftiing a military force. 

An oath of aflbciation was likewife framed, to be 
taken by all of their party, in the feveral parifties 
of the kingdom. The obligation of it was, tq hear 
true allegiance to the King ai^d his fucceflbrs ; to 
defend his juft rights ; to pi^intain the privileges of 
the parliament of Ireland, ^nd the fundamental laws 
of the nation; to fupport the free cxercife of the 
Roman Catholic religion, and the liyes, liberties 
and properties, of all who (hould enter into the cn^ 
gagement and obfervp it ; to obey the orders of the 
fupreme council ; not to aflc,* pr receive, pardon of 
protection from ai^y, without the qpnfent of ^ mar 
jority of it, nor dp any aft, to the; prejudice of the 
caufe, but, with the hazard of life ^n4 eft^te, t<> 
affift, profequtc ^T\d n^aintair; the fapie. 

They alfo framed a petition, to his Majefty^ 
cxpreffive of their allegiance, in which they con^- 
plain pf their grievancgs, civil and Religious, repre- 
sent the partiality with which they had been treatec^, 
by thejr cnen>ics,, entreat ^ free parlian^pnt, anii 
that, in th^ mean tirpe, he would command a cef- 
jfation of arm^, tp prevent the farther calamities of 
war, and give ^n opportunity for a^jqfting the mat- 
ters in difpute. To induce the King to comply 
with their defires, they exprefs a wiUingne.fs, to 
furnifti hin^ with ten thoufand inen, tP be employed 
Jn defence of hig prerogative. 

Th^ convention hoped, that Lord Clanricarc^e 
would have joined them* As he would have been a 
great acquifition to their caufe, they had nPt ap- 
pointed a general for Connapght, flattering them- 
felyes with the exped^ation, that he would be pre- 
vailed 
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Vailed with, to command their troops in that pro- 
vince; but he abfolutely rcfufed. However, the 
Earl of Caftlehaven, being offended at government, 
declared in their favour. They admitted him into 
the fupreme council and made him general of the 
horfe, under Prefton. 

Mean while, the difagreement betwixt the King 
and the Englifli parliament, every day encreafed. 
Charles had propofed to come over to Ireland, and 
march in perfon, againft thofe who had difturbed 
Ms government. Clarendon alledges, that he had 
not, in reality, any fuch intention. Be this as it 
may, the parliament abfolutely refufed their con- 
fcnt, not doubting, but that his defign was, not to 
fupprefs the infurgents, but to unite this kingdom, 
in fupport of his hoftile defigns; againflr the liberties 
of England. The quarrel became fo violent, that 
each fide began to make preparations for war. 

From the beginning, the parliament had endear- 
voured to fupport their intereft in this kingdom. 
As this now became more neccffary than ever, they 
fent over to Ireland, Reynolds and Goodwin, two 
of their members, in the capacity of agents, with a 
view to encourage their friends, and leffen the par- 
tizans of Charles, by reprefenting in a proper 
jiight, his paft conduct, and the ftill more violent 
meafures, by which be intended to deftroy the rights 
of the conftitution. They brought with them a 
fupply of twenty thoufand pounds. To counteraft 
this meafure, the King leflened the dependence of 
Ormond, on the Lord Lieutenant, who was in the. 
oppofite intereft, enlarged his powers, and, as an 
additional mark of regard, fbr the zeal with which 
he had fupported his caufe, created him a marquifs. 

The Irifti parliament had met the beginning of 
Auguft. Impatient of the return pf their bills, 

which 
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which had not yet arrived^ the command paffed a: 
Villi in order io ftrfpehd a pcfft of Poynmgs* Law^ 
with a view to thi enaftiB^ of laws, relating to 
Popery, and attainting the infurgents. Upon be-^ 
ing fent up to the lords^ they defired a cenferencc 
with the commons, upon this qu6fiion,^ whether a 
provifo in the bill, with refpeft to the Englifli aft^ 
relative to the difppfal of lands in Ireland, to ad- 
Venturers, did not admit of a power in the Engliffi 
parliament, to bind Ireland by her hvrsl 

The Pe^rs behaved with a laudable fptrit upoijt 
theoccafion; they expreffed their diffatisfaaion, at 
what the Britifli parliament had already done, ini*- 
mical to the privileges of our legiflature^^ and their 
jealoufy of farther encroathments^ An apprefeenr 
fioh of injuries to the cdnftitution, at this time,^ 
preffed upon the minds of the people in general^ 
who juftly thought^ that they wwld ceafe to bu& 
frce^ whenever another kingdom interfered with the 
indejpendfent rights of theii* parliaments by atlempt-r 
ing to inxpofe laws upon them^ withoui their coi^ 
fent. ' . 

I^arewelj^ 

LETT E R 3tVia 

THE 2Sk\tB of the infurgentSi fubfequent to thei 
convicntioh at Kilkemiy, ^SSumed a very fe- 
vourable afpeft. For aithough, at Ballynakili^ 
their troops under Preftoh wei^ repulfed by Co- 
fof'nel Monk^ yet Pxeflon^ Who teft few men in th^ 
cngagefnent^ recruited his forces, i^d look feveral 
Ibrfs from the Etiglifli. Lord Oaftlehaven, his ge- 
neral of the hdrfe, mad^ confiderable pro^efis in 
Leinfter. Even Droghecla «nd other gacrrifoas^ were 
likely to be given up to hJm; tferoiigh ^he w-ant o£ 

provifioils* 
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provifiwis. All Connaught was reduced by the Irifli, 
fome inconfiderable towns excepted. The large 
body of forces, under Munroe, being deftitutc of 
pay and other neceflaries were able to do nothing, 
f fFeftual, in the North. It was with much difficulty j,, 
tl^t Lord Inchiquin kept his ground in Munfter. 
In one inftance^ he was very unfortunate. A de- 
tachment of his troops was routed in the county of 
Waterford. Six hundred of his men were flain, and 
Sir Charles Vavafor who commanded them, with 
feveral officers, were made prifoners. A vidlory 
gained by the Earl of Ormond over a body of the 
enemy's forces, under General Prefton, was far 
from being ai^ equivalent to thefe difadvantages. 
The difficulties which preffed the EngUfti army, par- 
ticularly from the want of pay, were very great. 
Major Woodhoufe was fent by them, to lay the 
hardftiips under which they laboured, on this ac- 
irount, before the King an4 parliament, but to no 
purpofe. The officers then prayed relief, from the 
Irilh parliament, which met in April, fixteen hun- 
dred and forty three. There being no means of 
granting their petition, government interpofed, 
and, to prevent farther importunity, prorogued the 
parliament, Diflatisfied with the flender fupplies, 
which they had received from England, and to ex- 
tricate themfelves from thefe perplexities, the lords 
juftices tranfmitted an adt of ftate to the Briti(|i 
parliament, in which they complain, that it was to 
their negleit, who had undertaken the management 
of the war, the prefent diftrefles of the Irifli go- 
vernmtent were to be afcribed. Inftead of affiffance, 
fi reprimsind was the anfwer returned. The juftices 
repeated the charge ; pointed out the frequent ap«- 
plications they had made for relief, and the little 

regard 
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regard with which they had been treated. To this 
there was no reply. 

The dijKculties of the Englifh parliament them- 
felves, were certaiqiy very great, but it was impof- 
fible for them to make a fufficient apology, with re- 
fpeft to this matter. The ad of adventurers, the 
money arifing from which, w^, by pofitive engage- 
ment, folely to be employed in the Irifli war, had 
produced a fubfcription of two millions and a half. 
Of this, ^n iriconfiderable portion had been fent tQ 
the relief of Ireland. 

Notwithstanding their fuccefs, the more 
moderate and fehfible of the Irifli, perceived, that ^ 
pacification with the King, would be very conducive 
to their intereft. They faw, that however flattering 
the King*s prpfpedts were at prefent, the event was 
uricertain-^ and that if he were fubdued, the parlia^^ 
ment would be enabled^ to fend pver a fufficient 
body of forces, to overpower theirr. They likewife 
faw, that all their troops would not be more than 
fufficient, to oppofe the Scots of Ulfter, from whom 
they could have no terms, and whofe numbers were 
d^ily encreafmg, by new emigratipris pf their counj^ 
try men to Ireland. 

Charles, who expefted confiderable advantay 
ges from it, was equally, if not more defirous of a 
peace. Therefore, overtures having been made to 
him, by the Irifli, he commiffioned the Marquifs of 
Ormond, the Earl of Clanricarde and five others, to 
treat with them on the fubjeft. 

The neceflary preliminaries, on each fide, being 
with difficulty adjufted, four of the commiffioners 
met with thofe delegated by the oppofite party, at 
Trim. Upon the bufinefs being opened, of the 
. various grievances, mentioned by the latter, they 
particularly complained, that the Englifli parliament 

encroached 
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encroached upon the privileges of the Irifh legifla- 
ture, by fending for, and queftipning it's inenibers ; 
by dcnyiiig it to be poffefled of judicial powers^ 
though one of it's eflenti^l rights ; by alfuming a 
privilege of making laws, to bind Ireland, and thus 
deftroying the independence of the kingdom. As 
a flagrant inftance of jthi^, they corpplained of the 
adt of adventurers, by which, upwards of two n)il- 
lipns of acres, were alienated from the rightful pro- 
prietors. Their defires centered in a requeft, that a 
free parliament, confifting, without exception, of 
Proteftant and Roman Catholic n^enabers, ftiould be 
called, for bringing all ni^ttersln difpute, to a final 
^ccomrnodation. , ' 

The fubftance of thefe complaints, and of the 
4enun4s of the cominiflipners, had preyioufly been 
communicated to the King. It merits particular 
notice, that, in his inftrudtions to Ormond, he tells 
him, that the Irifh had niuch to f^y for thernfclves, 
with refpedt to their not being bound, by orders of 
the Englifli parliament, nor obliged by thejr fta- 
tutes, until they fliould be confirmed by their own 
parliament. I^is Majefty further adds, that what- 
ever (hould be agreed upon^ relative to this matte^^ 
• (hould be admitted, by way of declaration of right, 
who would have expedted fentiments, fo favourable 
to the libertiei^of Iriftimen, frpra Charle§ theFirft? 

Adieu. 

L E T T E R XIX. 

AS an accommodation with the Irifli, would equal- 
ly contribute to their advantage, and that pf 
the King, it was warmly oppofed by the Lords Ju- 
ftices!^ They ^ddrefled him upon the fubjeft, repre- 
fcnted the principles, and the conduct of the frifh 

in 
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in the ftrongeft point of view, and made yfe of eve- 
ry argument to diflu^de him from complying with 
their terms. They tell his Majefty " that if he will 
furnilh them with the means, they will avenge the 
wickednefs of the unjuft and difloyal attempts of 
the rebels againft him ; that peace pannot fafely be 
granted them., before the fword, or famine, has fo di- 
minifhed their numbers, that the Englifli colonies 
may be ^ble to keep them in fubjedion." 

Instead of complying with their defire, the 
King removed Sir James Parfons, who was moll 
violent againft his meafure§, and created Sir Henrj 
Tichbourne lord Juftice in his place. On the fame 
account, he removed from the council, Meredyth^ 
Loftys, .and Sir John Temple, enjoining it to receive 
no ord.ers, but with his approbation. 

Success had favoured the efforts of the Irif^ 
and government was opprefled by difficulties. But^ 
unexpeftedly, the hppes of the Lords JufUces were 
.revived. A fleet of fhips was difcovered near the 
harbour of Dublin, among which there were Cevei>- 
teen vefTels laden with provifions, but when it was 
f- thought that the relief was {jjre, the fhips, 
'^* from fome c^ufe which was nevejr explained, 
failed off, to the great difappointment of govern- 
ment. This, together with the diftrelTes of the 
ftate, haftened the negociation with the infurgents. 
On the thirtieth of September, Charles concluded 
with them a cefTation, which was duly confirmed, 
and publifhed by proclamation. It w^s to continue 
for twelve months. The infurgents fubmitted to 
,the K^ng their defire .of a free parliament, ,and in 
the mean time, engaged to furnilh him with provi- 
fions, a^nd with thirty thoufand pounds in money. 
Liberty wjis granted them, to fend agents to treat 
with his Majefty during. the cefTation. 

As 
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As Ormoiid knew that the celTation WoUld fubjeft 
"hirtl to many reflexions ; previous to It, hfe had pro- 
pofed to the council, that if they could jJdint otit to 
him, any other method of extticAtin^ government 
Trofn it*s diftrefles, he would not proceed with it ; 
this not being iri their power, when it wis contlud- 
ed) he got Clanricarde, Rblcionimon, with othet . 
lords, and privy councellors ^nd officers, who had 
iafliftcd him during the bufinefs, to lign a dedaratr- 
on, that the ftate of the kingdbm, and df his Ma- 
jefty^s affairs rendered it heceffary* 

The meafure was very obnoxious to mdny. Alf, 
in both countries, who had fufFeted by the iftftirrec- 
tion, and were hoftile to the fhe^fures of Ch4rles^ 
were againft it. Violent Pipifts v^^ere difpleafed 
with it ; even fome of the king*s friends, frdm the 
encouragement it gave to Popery, deferted him oh 
Yhe occalion. But, above all, the Englilh parlia- 
ment, who had oppofed it, in every ftep of it's pro- 
grefs, were 6ffended. The thh-tieth'of September^ 
they publifhed a declaration, in which, among other 
things, they faid. ** that under the pretence of ci- 
vil coritradls, the Papifts would exercife thdr Anti- 
fchriilian idolatry ; that the commiflrotiers for Irifh 
affairs would^ hereby^ be jirevented from ebteciitihg 
their truft ^ thdt the adventurers would be difap- 
pointed, to fecure whom, fuch pains had been ta- 
ken, and that the exiled Proteftants would conti- 
nue in mifery and want.** 

NotHiNG biit neceflity, cbuld hav^ obliged the 
Roman Catholicks to unite with the King, or depend 
upon him, in ahy*refpe£t, for protedVioh. From the 
treatment which they had themfelves received froni 
him, and his repeated perfevering attacks upon the 
privileges of his Englifh fubj>ds, they muft have 
been clearly cohvihced of his arbitrary principles. 

But 
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But if they had little profpedt of being fecurc, under 
his government, in the poffeffion of their juft rights, 
they had ftili more to fear from the parliament of 
England, who held them in abhorrence, and on ac- 
count of their religion, avowed themfelves, on all 
occafions, their implacable enemies. Had the Eng- 
lilh parlianient, the profeffed enerhies of defpotifm, 
been difpbfed to befriend the Roman Catholicks of 
Ireland, with refpedl to the redrefs of their grievances, 
and the fecurity of thofe civil and religious privileges, 
to which they were entitled, there is no doubt but 
they would have united with them, in their efforts to 
fupport the conftitution. This conduft would have 
been politick, it would have been confiftent and 
virtuous. But their views were partial, their hearts 
were not enlarged, by the divine principles of Chri- 
ilian charity and benevolence* 

^ Adieu. 

LETTER X:?t. 

TH E ceflation being concluded, Ormond im- 
mediately detached to England two thoufand 
men, which were followed by feveral reinforcements, 
to be employed in the fervice of the King. Near 
Nantwich in Chefliire, thefe levies under the com; 
mand of Lord Byron, were attacked by Sir Thomas 
Fairfax and defeated. To repair this lofs, additional 
recruits were fent over ; but the impreffions to his 
difad vantage, occafioned by this meafure, were a 
greater injury to the caufe of Charles, than any ad- 
vantage derived to him, from the afliftance of his 
Irifh auxiliaries. 

In this country, the ceflation was by no means 
produftive of tranquillity, to the contracting parties. 
Daily complaints of its infringements were mutual. 

The 
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The quarters on each fide, were extended beyond 
the juft limits* Lord Caftlehaven, after the ceflation 
took place, was charged with continuing the war. 
The infurgents were dilatory in paying the flipu- 
lated fum. By proclamation, they prohibited all 
intercourfe with the finglifh, and would not permit 
provifions to be fold to them, by which they were fo 
much diftreffed, as to be obliged to evacuate feveral 
of their garrifons. On the oth^r hand, the Englifli 
invaded the property of the Roman Catholicks,.and 
poffeffed themfelves of* it by force. 

The little inclination of the Irifh to afTift him, in 
whom he had placed much confidence, was a great 
difappointment to Charles. 

Shoetly after the landing of the Scots, Lord 
Antrim had been taken prifoner by Munroe, but 
efcaped from confinement. A fecond time, ^ 
he was taken prifoner, and again efcaped. ^* 
He went over to England, and, though he had be- 
fore deceived him, was not artiamed to tell the King, 
that if properly commiffioncd, he would raife a krgc 
body of troops in Ireland, and fend them over to his 
afliflance. Probably by his influence with the 
Qneen, his offer was accepted, and himfelf raifed to 
the dignity of marquifs, to induce him to adl more 
vigoroufly in the bufmefs. Upon this, he pafTed 
over to Ireland. Hoping that a clofe connexion 
with the natives would aflift him, in accompliftiing 
his defign, he proceeded to Kilkenny, took the oath 
of affociation, and, to engage the confidence of the 
confederates, engaged to aft folely under their di- 
redion. They in return, appointed him lieutenant 
general, but being reftrained in his authority, he 
wasdifgufted, and foon after relinquilhed his com- 
miffion. 

Montrose, 
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MoNTKosfi, in hopes of affiftancc from Antrim, 
liad entered the borders of Scotland with a thoufand 
men, and fcized Dumfries, but being difappointed, 
the approach of Argyle with a fuperior force obliged 
fiim to retire. All that Antrim could isiccomplifli, 
after a confiderable time, was to fend over to Scot- 
land two thoufand five 'hundred men. 

In the mean time, Ormond, who, in the place of 
the juftices, had been fworn lord lieutenant in Ja- 
nuary, found himfelf itl a very difagreeable fitua- 
tion. The infurgents were very untradtable, ift- 
ftead of difcovering thofe loyal difpolitions which 
ttiey had exprefled, previous to the eeflationi By 
their commiflioners at Trim, they declared that 
they were ready to engage in his fervice ten thou- 
fand men. But from Ulfter his chief difficulties 
arofr* The Scots, tiloft averfe to the ceflation, re- 
folved not to defift from hoftiilties* To ftrengthea 
their averfion to it, ^ copy of the covenant was 
tranfmitted from Scotland, and figned by Munroe, 
his officers, and private foldiers*. Great pains, even 
compulfory methods were taken, to induce nurftbers 
10 enter into the engagement, which, in fpite of all 
the efforts of Ormond and his friends, were vei^y 
fuccefsful. 

Bu T there were feveral finglidi regiments in the 
l^Torth, attached to the ICing, and of courfe, averfe 
to the covenant. Thefe met at Belfaft, to confult 
with reipedt to what was beft to be done, in the pre^ 
fent emergence. Whihl ernployed in deliberating 
upon this bufmefs, they were unexpedtedly attacked 
by Munroe, and made prifoners. A fimilar attempt 
was made upon the King's friends at Lilburi^, but it 
was unfuccefsfiiL 

This difpute ended in a coalition, agreeably to 
which, the Englifli were to enjoy full liberty of con- 

fcience. 
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fcience, but they were to unite with the Scots, in 
profecuting the war againft the Irifh. When intelli- 
gence reached Dublin, of the furprife of iSelfaft, the 
lord lieutenant and council publifhed a declaration, 
and oath of loyalty to be taken by all in the King's 
quarters, to prevent defertion^ 

The jundion of the Scotch and EngHfh forces 
compofed an army of eleven thoufand men. Fur- 
nilhed with three weeks provisions, all that could 
be procured^ Munroe placed himfelf at the head of 
this formidable body and marched to Cavan, froni 
whence he fent detachments into the counties of 
Weflmeath and Longford. Caftlehaven commanded 
the Irifti troops in thofe pisirts. feeing of inferior 
force, he feized an advantageous port hear Portlef- 
ter, from which all the efforts of the enemy could 
not diflodge him. The waiit ot neceffaries obliged 
Munroe to return from this fruitlefs expedition. 

FarewellJ 

LETTER XXL 

AGREE Ably to one of the terms of the cef"^ 
fation, Lord Mulkerry, Sir Robert Talbot, 
and others, had fet off for Oxford, as agents for the 
Roman Catholics, to treat with the King about all 
matters in difpute, in order to a final accommoda- 
tion. By order of his Majefty, four Irilh privy 
councellors were appointed to attend him, with 
whom he wiftied to advife on this critical and imr 
portant fubjcd. This meafure gave the alarm to a 
number of more conftitutional Proteftants, who, in 
confequence of leave obtained from the King, dele- 
gated fix conuniflioners, to communicate to him their 
fentiments rcfpefting the points to be confidered^ 
Thefe laft arrived firft at Oxford* According to 
Vol. IL E their 
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their irtftruAions, they r^^qtilred his Majefty fo liften 
to no terms of accoitimodatibn with the Iridi, but 
to diflblv-c the confederacy, perrtlit the penal fta- 
tutes to be enforced, and the prefent parliamfnt to 
fit upon the affairs of the nation, without any fuf- 
penfion of the Law of Poyhings, which they thought 
a dangerous meafure. 

The King reprefehted, that the ftate of Ireland, 
and the . power which reiliained with him, and the 
dillindtion which ought to be obferved, betwixt the 
original iiifurgcnts and the Irifh of the pale, whofe 
conduft had been much lefs exceptionable, made 
it impoffible for him to comply with fuch terms. 

As tbe agents from the council likewife infifted, 
that the penal laws (hould be executed againft the 
Roman Catholics ^ neither would their defircs be 
complied with by his Majefty. 

Witii refpcft to the Popilh agents, the King 
confidered their firft demands to be alfo quite Inad- 
miffablek They were then obliged to propofe con- 
ditions of peace more moderate. The objedk of 
CharJes was to gratify the Roman Catholics, in the 
way ieaft ofFenfive to his friends, and at the fame 
' time, to procure from them afliftance* Upon thefe 
principles, he' told their commiffioners, th* he had 
promifed, and was ftill willing to gratify feveral of 
their demands. They had denied all right of inter- 
ference, and all iauthority in the Englifli legiflature, 
to make laws to bind them ; he told them that both 
parliaments (hould fettle a point fo delicate as the 
independence of Ireland. They had defired femi- 
naries of learning for the inftruftion of their youth ; 
he faid he had no objeftion to this, provided the 
ftatutes by which they were governed, were ap- 
proved by him and agreeable to the cuftoms of the 
kingdom. He aflured them that a general pardon 

' ' fhould 
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/hould be granted to the Catholics, with proper ejc- 
ceptions, and that, thofe who returned to^ their duty, 
fhould have no reafon to complain of the, penal fta- 
tut^s. He told . then^, that he was willing to c^U 
a ne.w. parliament, as they defired, >ut that all the 
bills to be paffed in it, rnuft be tranfmitted, agreea- 
.bly to I?oynit^' Law, with which he could, not 4if- 
pe^iie. .He reprefented to them, that the ft^te.of 
his. affairs would not ^^{irpit . of his offering . them 
more favourable conditions,: but ,that if they ai5S§d 
him in recovering his rights, he would, nev^r fprgpt 
the obligation, ^nd ;w9uld. then, probably indulge 
them in fome particulars, which, . fit prfsfent, it 
would be improper for, him to. grant. On the pther' 
hand, if they perfilled iq their demands, they might 
repent their obftinacy wjien too. late. 

The agents feemed to.acqui^fce.in the propriety 
of wh^t. he had faid, but told his. Majefty, they had 
no authority to rcqede from any of, the terms they 
had propofed. 

The refult was, Charles, to remove the ocjium 
of fuch a meafure off himfelf, tranfnjitted a cpnci- 
naiflion to .Ormond, to conclude a peapc with the 
Irifti, upon terms, which (hould appear to him xn/^ 
conducive to the public welfare, and. which naight 
enable him to, fubdue all bis enemies. The Mar- 
quifs r^plvcd to. encounter all the obloquy, and all 
the difficulties attending : this ^rduoui^ ftffair, and to 
bring it, if poffible, t9 forpe cohcluCon.. .With this 
view, he met the Irilh cpmnjiflioners at Dublin,, on 
the fixth of . September, but they woulci not accept 
of the conditions offered to them by his Majefty, 
and he refufed at prefent,. to conclude a peace with 
them on any other terms. 

In April, the parliament had aflembled. . A pam- 
phlet afcertaining the priviieges and independency, pf 

E z Ireland, 
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Ireland, juft publifhed, engaged their attention. I^ 
was fuppofcd to be written by the lord chancellor 
Bolton, and entitled, " A declaration, how, arid 
by what means, the laws and ftatutes of England 
carfie to b^ in force in Irfeland.** Being brought 
into the houfe of lords arid read, it was fent down 
to ih€ houf(^ of commons^ with a defire, that they 
would take if into confideration. After fome time^ 
It was determined, to fubmit it, privately, to the 
examination of the gentlemen of the long robe in 
both houfcs. 

It is not rrienfiotied in the journals, whether 
there Wete any farther proceedings of parliament, 
relative to this matter. But, from what appears, a 
fear of difpleafing the Englifh legiflature, induced 
them to behave with a timidity on the occafion, 
very difhonourabte. It becarfie both houfes, parti- 
cularly the commons, inftead of afling with cauti- 
ous hcfitation, to have openly and warmly approved 
of a performance, which contained a fenfible, manly 
and fpirited defence of the rights of this country. 
I (hall fay nothing niore of* this eellebrafed perfor- 
mance, as I will have occafion to take particular no- 
tice of another, written with the fame defign, and 
coiltairiing the fame arguments, >^hich Appeared a 
few y^ars fucceeding the revolution. 

In tilt c6urfe of thefe proceedings, Lord Inchiqurn 
had changed from the fide of Charles, to that of thi 
parliament. You have feen, that the command in 
the Southern pYovirice had devolved upon him, on 
the death of Saint Ledger, and that he had laboured, 
amidft a variety of preffing difficulties, to nl^intarn 
his ground. In reward of thefe ferviccs^ the King 
had promifed to make him prefident of Munfter, 
but he bfoke his engagement, and bellowed that 
office on the £arl of Pgrtlartd- Difgufted by this 

tingratefiil 
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nngrateRiil trcatnvent, and difpleafed with haying 
been unjuftly accufed, of entering into ^ treacherpus 
combination wiih the Irilh, he expelled the Roman 
Catholic ipggiftratcs from Cork, took poffeffion of 
that city, with Youghall and Kinfale, and openly 
declared in favour of the parliament. By his in^* 
fluence with Lord Efmond, the governor, the fort 
of Duncannon was likewife given up to them ; pref* 
fed however with difficulties, chiefly arifmg from the 
want of provifions, he was compelled, fhortly after, 
to make ^ temporary ceflation with the Irilh. On 
the expirfl^tioij of the truce. Lord Caftlehaven ad- 
vanced with a body of the Irifh forces irjto Munfter. 
He retook the fort of Dunc^nnon, poflefled himfelf 
of a number of caftles, and pver-ran the country. 
Inchiquin, inferior to the enemy in troops, and ill 
provided with ncceflaries, was obliged to (hut him- 
felf up in Cork, which, probably, he would have 
been obliged to furrender, had ^ot Lord Prpghil 
arrived to his affiftai^ce. 

]L E T T E R XXII. 

FROM September fixteen hundred and forty four, 
the ceflation agreed upon betwixt the King 
and the natives, had been prolonged, by mutual 
confent, to the middle of the following Summer. 
The treaty of peace was ftill depending. With re- 
fpeft to it, C^harles in a public letter, exprefled his 
approbation of the anfwer given by Qrmond, to the 
Iriflj concimiflioners, and defiired him to parfevere in 
the fameNrefolution. But when the trefity of Ux- 
bridge broke off, in confequence of which, all hopes 
that the parliament would comply with his term* 
vanilhed^ Jje yyrqte privately to the lord lieutefiant^ 
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to make the beft bargin he could with the Irifli, 
telling him, that if they would vigoroufly engage in 
his behalf, no conditions could be too hard, not 
againft confcience and honor. At the fame time, 
he defired him not to divulge thefe inftru6tiohs, un- 
lefs compelled to it by nece'flity. The mmd of Or- 
rnond was now prefled, by a fenfe of the difficulties in 
which this bufinefs involved him. . He faw it to be 
dahgerous to exceed his public inftriiftions, and that 
the beft terms of peace, which the Irifh woiild ac- 
cept, muft fubjcft him to reproach, not only from 
thofe who were hoftife to the King*s meafures, but 
from mariy of his friends'. A number of the infur- 
gents were his relations ; if he did too little, he in- 
curred their refentment,* if too mufch, he would be 
diarged with partiality, and that ftill more, on ac- 
count of his eftate having been feized by the Irilh, 
to which peace only could reftore him'. Befides, 
could he furmount every other difficulty, he well 
knew, that the majority of the council would not 
confcnt to tranfmit a bill, either for a fufpenfion of 
Poynings* Law, on fuch an occalion, or to confirm 
the pacification. Perplexed by thefe circumftances, 
he petitioned the King, for leave to refign his office. 
This Charles refufed. He knew the loft he would 
fuftain, by giving up fo zedlous a friend, m the pre- 
sent critical llate of his affairs. To induce him to 
continue in office, he gave him every addftiohal pri- 
vilege, and conferred upon him every favour in his 
power to beftow. Thus encouraged to perfeVere, 
fie turned his views to the parliament, and to the 
forces in Ulfter, hoping to unite them to the royal 
caufe^ updti termi^ more favourable, thih thofe Nvhich 
fcdu'ld be procured from the, trilh. Two circuni- 
li^nces inclined thefe trdo|>S to hearkiii lo his prp- 
pofal. They were diftrcfed by the v^arit 6f fubfift- 
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CRoe, and much difpleafcd with thi? refult of the 
treaty of Uxbridge, and with the defigns^ in rcfpedt 
to Charles, difcovcred on that occafion. But the Eng- 
lilb parliament, jealous of this attempt of Orniond, 
and apprehenfvye of the ponfequence, ftnt over 
commiffioners to the North, with a fupply qf rnoney 
and ^ovifiqns;, and difappointed his e^pe<^a!lon« 
Upon this, he renewed the treaty with tlje. Irift^. In 
April, fixteen hundred and forty five, to wWghtime 
the bufmefs had been adjourned, he qnce more met 
their agents. Determined to. ab^d^ by his piablic 
inftruftions, the terms op which be lAfiftec), were 
pretty nearly the fame with, thpij; he ha^d formerly 
propofed. Nothing was agreed uppn. The matter 
was then ts^kfiVL xfp by thq general cqnyentipn, Hjere, 
a diverfity of fentiments prevaiied. The mpf e rpq- 
derate, and th^jfe leaft ij^enccd by priYa^te views, 
were friends tq ^n accoai|rapd?.tiqn, whvlfi tl)ofe of 
Ulfler oppoied it. Of thefc;, a nuxnber, 901114 npt 
bear the thoughts of partipg with| the property they 
had acquired, others of therci dreaded the. punilh- 
ment of thjck cfimes, B^t none of them were more 
^verfe to peace than the dergy; Sinpe th? infur- 
reAion, they h^d regained both their liybgs and 
eonfequence, *nd hoped to obtain ftill more patter- 
ing advanta^e^, by a continuance of the war. But 
QotwUhftanding, peace would pjcobably fcave been 
concluded on the terms propofed by pxinond, h^4 
not the private intention of Charles, wit^i refpe^ to 
it, been known^ at leaft to a nuqiber in thf aflem- 
bly. 

When the King found th^t C^niond wa^ fo fc;ru- 
pulous, in concluding a ■pe^c;e with t]ie Iriih, upon 
any terms but thofe, in refpe<a to whi^h he was pub^ 
lickly authorised, he had privately cqmnmi^icated 
the additional conceffiqii$ he was willing to make, 
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in their favour, to certain of their agents, then at- 
tending his court, Thefe had returned to Ireland, 
and given an account of this tranfaftion to their 
friends. But a perfon foon after arrived at Kilken- 
ny, prepared to give the convention much more fa- 

g tisfadlion on the fubjedt ; this was Edward 
Earl of Glamorgan, to whofe ftrenuous and 
perfeVering exertions, in fupport of his caufe, the 
King had been greatly indebted. He was exceed- 
ingly vain, and of weak underllanding ; but, as he 
was diftinguiflied by an infinuatihg addrefs, was a 
zealous Roman Catholic, had a property in Ireland, 
and, by marrying a daughter of the 5arl of Tho- 
mond, was allied to the moft powerfol families in 
the kingdom , Charles thought him a very proper 
perfon to be employed in removing thofe obftacles, 
by which be had been prevented from receiving the 
expected aid, from tlie natives of this country. 

Upon his arrival at Kilkenny, he produced two 
commiffions from his Majefty, of pretty much the 
fame date, by which he was invefted with unlimited 
powers, to make peace with the Irifti^ on whatever 
terms He might think expedient. In confequence, 
Auguft the twenty fifth, fixteen hundred and forty 
five, he privately concluded a peace with them, 
on the terms, that they fliould openly profcfs their 
religion, fubjeft to no jurifdidtion, but their own; 
that they (hould hold for ever, all lands, tenements, 
churches,^ tythes and hereditaments, poffeffed by 
them, either at, or fince October, fixteen hundred 
and. forty one, and all other churches, except fucli 
as were then poffeffed by the Proteftant clergy. 

For thefe conceffions, the Irifh engaged to fend 
ten thbufand men, under the comniand of Glamor- 
gan, to be employed by him, where, and in what- 
jcver mariner they might beft fervc^Jthe.King'i^, inter 
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Two thirds of the revenues of the Roman Ca.tholic 
ckrgy, for three years, were fet apart, for the 
maintenance of thefe troops. Matters relating to 
thefe points, being thus fettled to theif fatisfadtion, 
they renewed thje treaty with Ormond, which had 
been fo often attempted in vain. As they had now 
no demands to infill upon, with rcfpedt tq religion, 
v^hich hatd been a chief caufe of their former difa- 
greement, the affair was brought fpeedily to a conr 
cjufion. But, with a view to the advantages they 
had privately obtained, and which they hoped the 
King'^ affairs \fovld foon permit him to avow, they 
rfipulated, that they (hould not, by the treaty, be 
excluded frooi the benefit v of any cither favourable 
conditions, which his Majefty might be. pleafed to 
grant them. 

It yiras thought, that all difficulties, with refpeft 
to this tedious bufinefs, were now entirely remov- 
ed. But iiew pbllacles s^rofe. 

Adieu* 

LETTER XXIIL 

FROM the beginning of the infurre6kion, thci 
^ope flattered himfelf that he would regain his 
loft authority ia Irejand. This hope had iiiduced 
}iim, to entourage if by his countenance apd pro- 
tedion. Toward:^ defraying the expcnce of Q'Nial, 
Prefton, and the other officers, who^ to fupport the 
Roman Catholics, canie over to Ireland fron; the 
continent, he contributed twenty thoufand crowns. 
He had ajfo fent emiffaries, to animate the Iri(h to 
perfeverance. In particular, with this view. Sea- 
^ampus, a noble liieapolitan, had conje over in the 
capacity of nimcio. Vefted with the fame charac- 
ter, he tiow difpa^tcbed to Ireland John ?aptifta Ri- 
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nuncini, Archbilhop of Fermo, Hls^addrefs was 
polite, and agreeable; he was eloquent; in his 
manner of Kving regular, in his oonduft untinfturcd 
by avarice or corruption, but, at the feme time, he 
was paffionate, vairr, ambitious, and diftinguiflied 
by the moft inteniperatc zeal for Popery. On his 
way to this country, he flopped at Paris, to pay 
his refpedts to the Queen of England, who was then 
in that city, and. to whom he had letters of cre- 
dence. Having difcovered him to be a violent bi- 
got, and apprehenfive that if he proceeded on his 
defign, he would blaft all the hopes, which the King 
had conceived of affiftancc frqm the Irifh Catholics,^ 
ihe endeavoured to detain him in France : but in 
vain. 

On hrs arrival at Kilkenny, he communicated to 
the general afiembly^ the objeA of his niiflion. It 
was firft, he faid, to propagate the Catholic rcfigion, 
fecondly, to promote union among Catholics, and, 
thirdly, to cherifh in them the allegiance due to their 
lawful fovercign. But being informed of the pri- 
vate treaty with Glamorgan, and of that with Or- 
mond, he w^s exceedingly diffatisfied. To publilh 
the treaty with Ormond, which refpefted civif mat- 
ters, and ^o keep the others a fecrct, wWch tliey 
told him the King's affairs indifpenfibly required, 
was, he thought, di(honourabIe, and an affront to 
religion, and befides, no provifion was made for re* 
floring it to it*s original dignity and fplendor. He 
likewife thought, that to depend on the private 
powers of Glamorgan, and on the cfngagement en- 
tered into with him, which the King nright not be 
able to fulfil, was very fooRfh. .Glanwrgan endea.- 
voured to foothe him. He treated htm with every 
mark of refpedt and confidence, ftewed hini a let- 
ter from Charles, to the Pope, to convince him, that 
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he dcfigned to cultivate with his Holinefs a friendly 
corrcfpondence. He gave the Nuncio a letter from 
the King to himfeF, in which he tells him, that 
Whatever, Glamorgan (houid do, he would confirm. 
He defires him to confide in him, but obferves, that 
the tranfaftidns betwixt them mull be kept fecret. 
The letter concludes with thefe remarkable wordst 
** This is tht firft letter we have written to any 
miiiifter of ftate, of the Pope, but after matters arc 
fettled betwixt us, we will openly fhew ourfelves^ 
«s we have aflured him, your friend." But he 
W6uld not be fatisfied. To exprefs his difpleafure 
in the ftrongeft niariner, he, with eight bifliops, en- 
tered a proteft againft the jir6ceedings of the aflem- 
bly. It has been niemiohed, that Glamorgan was 
weak, vain, atid a lii^ot to his religion. Of this he 
gave many proofs, particularly at prefent, he was 
fo foblilh, at the folicitation of the Nuncio, as to 
engage, that, ^hfen the ten thoufand men ftipulat- 
ed, were fent over to England, in defence of his 
Majefty's rights, the lord lieutenant fliould be a 
fcatholic, tfte univerfity fubjedt to it's own regula- 
tions, the bilhdps permitted to fit in parliament, 
and that the fupreme council (hould retain their 
power, without interruption front Ormond, until 
the private treaty was ratified. Had they not been 
equally blind, they muft have feeti, that, unlefs 
they were fo have the whole power of the ftate at 
their dtfpofal, thefe points could riot be accom- 
pliflied. But the whole bufinefs W4S interrupted by 
aft tinexpedled accident. 

At the requifition of Sir Charles Coote, who had 
been lately appointed, by the parliament, to com- 
mand in Cohnaught, a detachment of the tJlfter for- 
ces marched into that province, and took the town 
of Sligo. The Archbilhop of Tuam, a warlike 
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churchman, placed himfelf ^t the head of fomc forr 
ces he had coUedted, with a view to recover it. la 
tbi^ attempt, he >yas attached by Sir Charles Goote, 
and flain. In his baggage was difcqvered an authenr 
tic copy of the treaty concluded with Glamorgan^ 
and of all the other papers relating to that tranfac- 
tion. 

They were immediately tranfmitted to the Eng^ 
IKh parliament, by whofe order, they were printed, 
and copies of them difperfed through both kingr 
doms. As the body of the Roman Catholics were 
highly pleafed, with the flattering profpe.£|t opened to 
their view, the Proteftants were exceedingly pro- 
voked. They charged the King with being guilty 
pf the moll fliameful duplicity, by exiterjng into an 
engagement with the Roman Catholics, in direft 
contradiftion to declarations, which he had, often, 
openly and foleranly repeated. " We fee now,'^ 
faid many, iji the bittemefs of refentment, " that 
the reflexions caft upon the King, as having at firft 
favoured the Irilh rebellion, wej-e well founded.*- 
The clamour was loud and univerfal. To allay the 
ferment, Gharles-and His friends were fq r^ean ^s tq 
deny the tranfaftion. 

Lord Digby, ojie of the King^s fecretaries pf 
ftate, whom he had fent to Ireland to aflift OrmoncJ 
in managing his affairs, charged Glamorgan with 
high treafon, who was feized in Dublin, for prcfum- 
ing to do^ by a pretended authority from the King^ 
that, to which, Digby aflerted, he would riot con- 
fent, to redeem his crown, and fave his family froni 
deftruftion. Having pafled through a fornial exa- 
mination, before the pouncil, in the courfe of which, 
he infilled upon the reditude pf his intentions, and 
that he had not exceedecj the powers with which he 
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Was invefted by his Majefty, he was committed to 
prifon. 

When intelligence of this affair reached Kilkert-^ 
hy, the members of the aflerribly were highly pro- 
voked. They irtimediately difpatched agents to 
t)ublin, to defire the releafe of Glamorgan, and to 
declare, that tiothing would be done for the fervicc 
of the ^ing, until this was accomplifhed. To con- 
clude the farcCj government took fureties for his ap- 
pearance, and reftored him to liberty. 

Upon the feizure of Glamorgan, Charles declar- 
ed to government, that the Earl had offered tp raife 
trobp]^ for his fervice, in Ireland ; that he had ac- 
cepted of this offer, but had given him no permilTion 
to treat of any thing, particularly, in refpeft to reli- 
gion, without the <ionfent and inflruAions of the 
viceroy j that^ in the treaty, he had exceeded his 
powers; which he had heard with ama2enient, per- 
fuaded that no man could be guilty of fuch folly 
and prcfuniption, on which account, he had ordered 
hinl to be profecuted. 

The King*s friends have endeavoured to Crimin- 
ate Glamorgan in this affaif^ and td fave his Maje- 
fly from the iniputation of inconfiflence and hypo- 
crify; teut thofe who attend impartially to the cir- 
cumftances^ muft be convinced that they have la- 
boured in vain. 

When a crime ii^ detefted, the offender general- 
ly difcovers a fenfe of confcious guilt. But, when 
Glamorgan was feized, he dilcovered no marks of 
fear, he was perfedly <iompofed. No man in his 
fenfes couid have forged fuch commiffions, as thofe 
which he produced at Kilkenny, as Lord Digby 
himfelf ackiiowleged, when writing aftei*wards up- 
on this fiibjedV, to Secretary Nichols, Jj)id not he 
know that the impofition could not long be kept fe- 
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cret, and that when it was revealed, he had nothing 
to expea but Ihame, dilhhonor, and merited pu- 
jDiftiment ? One of the commiffions >vas recited, in 
the preamble to the treaty he concluded with the 
Irifli. Would he have permitted this to be done, 
had it been fpurious i 

Upon his enlargement, Glarnorgan received ,a 
commiflion from the Lord Lievtenant and council, 
to fettle all matters with the Irifti relative to the 
tranfporting of foldiers, and other matters- condu- 
cive to his Majefty's fcrvice. That they Oiould re- 
pofe fuch confidence in him, was very extraordina- 
ry, upon the fuppofition of his baying been really 
I guilty of the crime, with which he had been charged. 

As the King bad given private powers to Qr- 
mond, which he did not think proper to ufe, it is 
not to be fuppofed that Charles, when he gave fimi- 
lar, ,nay, more extenfive powers to another, would 
defire that perfon to participate with him; however, 
the Lord Lieutenant, informed by a confidentiallet- 
ter, previous to the departure of Glamorgan from 
England, that Glamorgan had actually been veiled 
with fuch authority, and, probably, well pleafed 
that he had hlmfelf been extricated from fuch a dif- 
agreeable bufmefs, encouraged him^ by letter, to go 
on, in his treaty with the Nuncio, without fear of 
interruption from him, or, of even being queftioned, 
with refpedl to the nieans he would make ufe of in 
It's accomplifhment. Would he have written in this 
ftyle, to a man who he thought, and. that in this 
very bufmefs, had, a little before,- been guilty of 
high treafpn ? 

But the King*s letters to Glamorgani fubfcquent 
to this affair, place his own infincerity and the inno- 
cence of the Earl, in the clearcft point of view. 
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In a letter, to be delivered to him by a confiden- 
tial friend, Charles tells him, that the ill offices of 
n©ne could poflibly make him fufFer in his good 
opinion, and that he was every day, more and more, 
confirmed in the truft which he.repofed in him. In 
another, he fays, ** I know you cannot but be con- 
fident, of my making good all inftrudions and pro- 
mifes to you and the Nuncio." 

he a third letter he exprefles himfelf thus, ** As 
I doubt not, but you have too much courage to be 
difmayed at tbe ufage you have had, fo I afliirc 
you that my eftimation of you is nothing diminifhcd 
by it, but rather begets in me, a defire of revenge 
and reparation to us both, for in this I hold myfclf 
equally intereftcd with you. Wherefore, npt 
doubting of your accuftomed care and induftry in 
my fervice, I affure you of the continuance of my 
fiivour and proteAion, and that in deeds more than 
in words, I (hall (hew myfelf to be ydur moft affur- 
ed, conftant friend." 

Besides, in the firft article of the peace after- 
wards concluded with the Irifli, it is declared that 
none of the conditions then agreed upon (hall, ex- 
clude the Catholks, from the benefit of his Majefty's 
farther graces and concelTions. Which words, Bel- 
lings, fecretary to the fupreme council, who well 
knew the whole matter, exprefsly fays, were in- 
ferted by them, with a tacit relation to the agree- 
ment made with the Earl of Glamorgan. In this 
agreement, the Iri(h were deeply interefted. The 
• feizure of Glamorgan muft have roufed their fufpi- 
cion, and prompted them to make the minuteft en- 
quiries, with refped: to the authority by which he 
had aded. Their dependence on it, after this, 
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plainly (hews, that they had good reafon to befa- 
tisfied with refpedt to it. 

FarewelL 

L E t T E R XXIV. 

THE validity of Glamorgan's powers being 
called in qu^ftion, rendered Rinuncini ftill 
more avctfe^ Frorti thfe proceedings of the jgelierai 
lEtflembly. 

We have nientiohecJ, that Glanlorgian^ on being 
fet at liberty, had been commiflioned by govern^- 
ment, to ufe his endeavours to accommodate mat^ 
t^rs with the Irilh, in fucH a manner, that the King 
might receive from them the aid, which the defpe- 
rate ftate to which his affairs were now reduced, fo 
much required. Acciordinglyj he laboured the point 
with the Nuncio^ and, to remove the unfavourable 
impreffions he had received from the late tranfac*- 
tion, affured him, that the part which the King had 
afted, did not proceed from any intention to dif- 
daim or invalidate his kuthority^ but from neCeflity. 
But neither Glamorgan's mod ziealous feffbrts^ nor 
thofe of his friends^ produced any change in the 
Nuncio. He told them, there was a treaty then in 
agitation at Rome^ in ^hich ihey were concerned, 
and which made honourable ptovifion for the 
church • that he daily expefted the original, and 
was refolved to confent to no ac<iommodation with 
governrrient, of which it was n6t the bafis. The 
matter to which he referred was this, The Queen 
had difpatched, from Paris to Rome, in quality of 
refident. Sir Kenelm Digby, to entreat a fubfidy for 
Charles. Whilft he was negocialing this bufmefs, a 
treaty was fet on foot betwixt the Pope and him, 
the objedt of which was, to engage the Irifli to 

tranfport 



OF IRiE'LAN'D- »i 

tcanfport sn Mmyto Eogland, where they were to 
be joined by a body of tco<>p8 -pf the fei^ perfufi-. 
fion, whofe united efforts wer^ io b^e employed in fup- 
port of tjie royal -ceufe^ in procuring ftn abolLtiewi pf 
the pexjal ftatutes, and eftabliihiiiig the independence 
of the Roman Catholic xeligion, in both countries. 
Towards defraying the expence to be incurred j ,in e;^- 
4Souiing this defign, his Holincfs was largely to con- 
tribute* The treaty was figrted by the Bope md 
Digby. But tins vain bi^, who in thLs buTineft, 
afliinaed powers with which he was not inrefted, 
was difappointed .in his fanguine and abfnrd expeq- 
tatioins* Charles refufed to ratify the agreen^ent. 
This was th9 treaty of which Rirmncini h^d con- 
ceived fuch flattering hopes. In vain he expected 
rcvery day the arrival of.it^ to jiiftify the high Serins, 
xm which dlone he would coafepft to m agreement 
with govearnnacnt* The Muncio pcrievered xn his 
oppoHtion. Notwithftanding^ the general aiiTembly 
once more concluded a .peace with Ormond. it was 
finiflied on the twenty eighth of March, fixteen 
hundred and forty fiix. The terms were the fame 
with fhofe of the former treaty. The principal of 
them were ; that in the place of the oath of fupre^ 
jnacy, one Should be fubftituted, lefs obnoxious tp 
•the Rom0,n Catholics; that a new; parliament ifliould 
be called, at :or ^before the enfuing Nov-ember, ,ia 
which, thefe articles were to receive the fanfljionqf 
kws; that the Authority of parliament fhould .difan'- 
-nul allacls and ordinances, ;made to the prejudice 
of the Roiaan -Catholics^ fince the feventh of ,Aug\OT, 
fixteen hundred and forty one ; that all indidments, 
attainders, md impedinaents, difqualifying Catho- 
Jks from feting in parliaiBent, paffed, made and 
declaied, iJnce ithe above naentioned date^, (b^ll be 
made void, be&re the next i&jseting of parliament^ 
Vol. IL F that 
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^that until a final (ettlement, by parliament^ the 
Irifli were to hold all the forts, towns and diftrifts, 
within their quarters; that the eftates of Roman 
Catholics, in Connaught, Glare and Thomond, 
fliould be fecured to them ; that one or more inns 
of court, and one or more univerfities, and fchools 
for (education, maybe erafted for their ufe, provided, 
thofe concerned, do take the oath fubflituted in the 
plice of the oath of fupremacy ; that no diflference 
Ihall henceforth be made, betwixt Roman Catholics 
and Proteftants, with refpcft to the holding of places 
of profit, or of honor, under the crown; that in re- 
lation to the independence of the pAxYizmcnt of Ire- 
fend on that of England, both houfes in this king- 
dom (hall make fuch declarations^ as Ihall be agreea- 
ble to the laws of Ireland ; that an aA of oblivion 
fliall be paffed in the next parliament, relating to all 
treafons and offences, committed fince the twenty 
third of Odtober fixteen hundred and forty one ; that 
maritime <aiufes, be determined in this kingdom, 
with a power of appeal to the court of chancery, to be 
final, unlefs brought before the Iriih parliament, if 
then fitting, from which no appeal. In the firft ar- 
ticle was inferted, the claufe that has been mention- 
ed, with the reafon of it, by which the Irifli re- 
ferved to themfelves, any advantages which they 
might obtain, from his Majefty^s farther conceffions. 
In return, the Irifli engage to tranfport ten thou- 
fand troops to England, for the fervice of the King, 
in fix weeks. If this was not done, and no fuffici- 
ent reafon given, the engagement, on the part of 
his Majefty, to be void. 

Ormond immediately proceeded to get all things 
ready, for the firft embarkation of the Irifli troops ; 
but tranfjiorts could not be got, nor if they could, 
would it have been (afe to fend over the troops, as 
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the parliament forces had feized the places in North 
Wales dcfigned for their landing. It appeared, that 
the Irifli were not difpleafed with thefe difappoi^t- 
ments. Inftcad of (hewing ze^l in the fervice, they 
difputed with Ormond, about publifliing Glamor-^ 
gan*s treaty at the fame time with the other. 

At this jundlurc, a letter arrived from Charles tq 
the Lord Lieutenant, rorbidding him to progeed 
farther in the treaty witH the natives, The c^uft 
of this order he would not unfold ; but it was foon 
explained. Lord Digby arrived from the continent, 
where he had gone to foUigit afliftance, ^nd informed 
Ormond, that the King was a prlfoner, that wh^t 
he had written to him w^s frpm compulfion, and 
that he fhould pay no regard to any itiftruftions, but 
thofe which he (hould receive from the King in cy- 
pher, from the Queen, or Prince of Wales. This 
difficulty being removed, the treaty was ratified by 
proclamation. Had the terms of it been complied 
with, fome time before, it might have been of ufe 
to Charles ; now, the ftrength of his party In Eng- 
land being demoliftied, it w^s too late, 

On the occafion of the peace with government,' 
Rinuncini loft all patience ; in refentment to the 
general aflembly, he addreffcd hlmfelf to Owen Roe 
O'Nial, and, by his influence, together with a pre-^ 
fent of four thoufand pounds, and a ftipply of pow^ 
der, prevailed with him to break off all connexion 
with the confederates, arid to oppofe their, meafures. 
To this O'Nial was more eafily induced, as, in the 
terms of peace, no attention had been paid to the 
grievances which his foldiers had fuftained, by the Uh 
fter plantation. 

At the head of five thoufand foot and five hun^-' 
dred horfe, he diredted his march towards Armagh, 
This movement engaged the attention of Munroe, 

F a who^ 
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who, with near feven thoufand men, followed and 
came up with the Irilh general near the village of 
Benburb. It was early in the morning, when the 
twQ armies met, O'Nial declined to fight until the 
evening, when, a detachment which he had fent 
into the country having returned, the battle began. 
It did hot continue long. The troops of Munroe 
gave way. Three thou&iA of his men were either 
killed dr taken prifoners. The greateft part of hi$ 
tents, arms and ba^age fell likewife into the hands 
of the enemy. «tJpon this fuccefs, the army of 
O'Nial encreafed to ten thoufand men. With thi^ 
formidable force, he had refolved to attack the 
Scotch troops in their quarters, but, by the advice 
of the Nuncio, he led his men into Leinfter, to 
compel the confederates to relinquifti their treaty 
with government, hy which mean», he loft all the 
fruits of his vidtory. The exertions of the Nuncio, 
fupported by the army of O'Nial, produced, in many 
places, a warm oppofition to the peace, particularly 
in Limerick, where the magiftrates, who favoured 
it, were difmifled, and perfons of different fenti* 
ments fubftituted in their place. 

Not contented with the violent mcafures which 
he had hitherto purfued, Rinuncini convened a 
meeting of the clergy at Waterford, excommunicated 
the commiffioners who had been employed in con- 
cluding the peace, and pronounced all thofe wh<5 
fupported. it, and who I>ad taken the oath of aflbci* 
ation, to be guilty of perjury. Upon principles 
more favourable to the Catholic religion, he formed 
a n^w oath of affociation, and forbad divine fervice 
to' be performed, in any of the towns which fubmit- 
ted to the peace. In vain did the fupreme council 
endeavour, to prevail with this tmbulent ecclefi- 
aftic, to ceafe from bis unreafonable proceedings. 
' r ' ^ They 
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They applied to Ormond, and entreated his irtter- 
pofition. Ormond was fenfible that, if the Irifti 
diouid break off from his intereft, the remaining re- 
fdurces of Charles, in Ireland, would fpecdily be an- 
nihilated. To prevent this, if poUiWe, attd in com- 
pliance with the defirc of the council, taking with 
him Clanricarde, who, fome time before, had been 
created a marquifs, Lord Digby, fifteen hundred 
foot and five hundred horfe, he fet offfot Kilkenny. 
Having ufed fome ineffe6hial eflfbrts with the refrac- 
tory, he was oibliged to return to Dublin with all 
poflible expedition, 0*Nial, with the cdnnivance of 
Prefton, who was ftdw gained oVet to the intereft 
of the Nuncio, having put his army in motion to 
cyt off his retreat. 

Adieu. 

LETT £ R XXV. 

THE influence of th^ geAeril affembly, was 
now lalmoft entirely deftroyed. Rimmcini 
entered Kilkenny^ with the ftitte and affumed im- 
portance of a Gonqueror, where all affairs, civil and 
ecclefiaftical, were dir^jfted by him. Among other 
ad^ of arbitrary power^ he appointed ft new council, 
and commandi3d the old to be caft into prifon. Of 
thofe who were devoted to the will of the Nuhtio, 
*one cultivated hi&fkvc^r mote afllduoufly than Gla- 
morgan. This ccrurt paid to him, by a perfon who 
ihared, in fo hi^ a degree^ the confidence of the 
King, increafed the influence, and was very flatter- 
ing to the vanity of Rinunplnu Of the dependance 
he placed upon Km, and of his warm affeftion, the 
Earl received from Charles, at this time, a new andl 
iQoft conVittcing proof. He wrote to him a letter. 
In wWdi he tdk tern, how mijch he loved his per* 

F 3 fon 
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fon and converfatioh, that feeing all others defpifed 
him, he wifhcd for an opportunity of efcaping to Ire- 
land, to commit himfelf to his friendihip, and that of 
the Nuncio, which would cotiduce to the intereft 
of both countries. Glamorgan was much pleafed 
with this intention of the King, and encouraged him 
to put it in execution ^ but he was fo clofely watched 
by his keepersi that it could not be accomplifhed. 

Ormond was now involved in complicated dif«> 
Acuities. The fortifications of Dublin were much, 
out of order, nor had he the means of repaWng 
them. He was unable to fuppxvt the ^rifon. His- 
refources, both of a public nature, and thofe derived 
from his perfonal fortune, were ^loioft quite ex-^ 
haufted. 

The Irifti, who would have aflifted him, had loft 
their power > thofe of the oppofite party were equal- 
ly enemies to himfelf, and tci.tbfi. caufe in which he 
was engaged. By the zealous, uniform fupport, 
which he had g^ven to Charles, in the profccution 
of his arbitrary defigns,, he had, in a particular man- 
ner, rendered himfelf obnoxious to the parliament 
of England* The me^fure was very painful to hiro, 
but by a cornbination of adverfe circumftances, be- 
ing deprived of every other refource, he applied to 
them for ailiftance, pftering, under thdr diredion, 
to carry on the war againft the Irifli, provided they 
{ent to him, immediately, three thdufand foot, and 
five hundred horfe, furnffhed them with three 
months pay, and kept indemnified, in their perfons 
and eftates, himfelf, and all others, in the kingdom, 
who had adhered to the royal caufe. The parlia- 
ment replied, that they were difpofed to fend over 
a body of men, for the protection of Dublin, and to 
profecute the war againft the Roman Catholics, but 
would not permit either himfelf or bis friends, to be 

concerned 
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concerned in the conduft of affaifs, either civil ox 
military. 

Whilst this treaty was in agitation, O'Nial and 
Prefton fat down before Dublin, with fixteen thoufand 
foot, and fixteen hundred horfe. The fiege went hea- 
vily forwards. It was the Winter fcafon, againft 
which the aflailants were ill provided ; befides, a dif-- 
ference had arifen betwixt the two leaders, and the 
troops under their refpedive command. It could 
not be expedked, that O'Hial and Prefton would 
agree, they were difttnguifhed hy fuch a diverfity 
of chara£ier. The former was cautious, difpaflion- 
ate, referved, jealous; the latter was choleric, comr 
municative, imprudent. The Nuncio was partial 
to the foldiers commanded by O'Nial, the old na* 
tive Iriih. This difgufted and alienated from them, 
the. Irifh of the pale, who ferved under Prefton. 
Lord Digby, fa whom the idea of a treaty with the 
£ngli(h parliament was particularly difgufting, hop- 
ed, that from this difagreement of the Irifli, govern- 
ment might be able to elEFcdt an accommodation, with 
one or other of the parties. As the perfon moft pro- 
per to affift in fuch 9 defign, he employed the Mar- 
quifs of Clanricarde, Upon entering on the bufinefs, 
he found the terms of O'Nial to be fuch, as Ormond 
could not be perfuaded to comply with. Among 
other conditbns, he infifted, that Dublin, Droghe- 
da, and other garrifon towns, within the Proteftant 
quarters, (hould be delivered up to the Roman Ca- 
tholics. Shortly after, commiffioners from the parr 
liament, arrived at. Dublin, with a number of men, 
and a fupply of money and provifions ; on which, 
O'Nial and his men decamped, and with the Nuncio 
and the fupreme council, who had attended the 
fiege, retumed to Kilkenny. Prefton remained, 
with whom, a negociation for peace had been alfo 

opened. 
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op<^nk*d. brrtond hdpcd it W5tild be fiiccdsfeh 
Upon this prorpeft, he refufed to comply with: the : 
C(!>ftdit*iofts, prdpofed to HitB by the par filament com- 
mifliohers', 6n which^ they rdmbtrked, and oaff^ted 
the fbfces they had broCi^t with them to the pfo- - 
vinee of Ulftet. The terms proppfed ta Brtftoa - 
vrer^, that the pemi ftatoes (ho«iid be rq^ated, 
xHt ihe Roman Gathbftcs fcouW bold the cHurciies, 
of wWcb they were now in poffcffion, \m\\ ther 
Kirig-s pleaiurt Werft fcnowii } tfeit i^refton'* trbopa 
v'ere to be received intc> the garrifon town^,- \fl his 
Maj^fty's fervic^^ atid Prefton; under the qonwnand 
of fh^ Marquifs of Clinricarde, to be ibade lieute- 
nant general. The Queen ind Prince of Wales 
werfe to corffirfti thefe" drticfeflv and pFanM ta^a*. 
rantee the perfbrma^n^e of them. . GontVary ti6* i de^ 
terrnined purpofe, Wt to grant fuch indulgenae.to 
Roman Catholics^ in'reCpeft torcfigioti, froni which, 
no follicitation, hithertd, could tempt hhn to* depart^ 
Qrmond was prevailed with to ^ve his ctonfenk. 
Prefton agreed fo the (fe'fms, sind, haAnng fettted alt 
matters with the lord tieutenartf/ndceflary to. the 
execution of their fthemes, marched off with, hia ar- 
my : But, he had no* proce^ed far, when he wa!5> 
met by 'a meflenger from- tfe Nuncio, who cdm- 
ihanded hirn, in Ws fiiame, to renounce his enga^*-. 
ments with Qrmdftd, and to difperfe his army,, 
adding, that if he did not, he would excommum-' 
cate him. iPreftoh obeyed, informed Clanricardc^/ 
that he hid chafnged his fentiments^ and in a few? 
days, publiflled his recafttatbu. Tliere ftili re- 
mained with Qrmond a dawn ^f hope. ' Thfe gefae- 
ral aflembly was foori to meet, ar^ there was a.pof- 
Cbility, that they Would not iipptove the violent 
proceedings of the Nunfcicv But, by his ^dteis' 
and over-ruling influence, a majority of the rctiasis' 

were 
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were feromrabrlie to the wifhcs pf Rinuncini. The 
aflembly juftiiied his condudt, and would liften to 
no ofFers from government, which were not, in the 
highefl: degree^ favourable to the intereft of the Ca- 
tholic religion, hi this, Ormond, wha feems to 
have repented of his conceffioRS to Prefton, abfo- 
lately rcfufed to grrftify th^B. 

At I, hopds of affiftance from the Irifh were now 
extinguiihed,. ^nd the King's affairs in England ut- 
terly ruined. Ormond advifed with the council, 
and called the pariiameftt to confult with them, in 
jrefpe^ to: what was beft to be done, in this extremi- 
ty. They both ^^eed, that it was his duty to re- 
fign the governments upon their own terms; to the 
Eftglifti parli^m^at. With this advice, he deterr 
minis'd to comply • There was a circunj- ^ 
iWiQe in the conduit ^ the Lord Lieutenant, ^^* 
dn this oceafion, which merits notice. The Irifh par- 
liamedt prefented hirH an addrefs of thanks, in an- 
fwer to which, fpeaking of the King, he protcfts that 
V he never received any commiflions fyom him, which 
did not fpeak him to be a wife, a pious and Proteft- 
ant Prince-'- Tq naention none other of his Maje- 
fty's inftrudions to him, how could he reconcile 
\^ith this declaration, thofe which he received rela- 
tive to' his niaKiAg a private treaty with the Roman 
Catholics, and which, pn account of their appearing 
to lum quite imprpper^ he would hot execute ? It 
would, feem that, in this inftance, Ormond facrificed 
his fincerity to hi& affeftion for Gharl^s,^ and a defire 
of removing thofe imputations, which had been caft 
vtpqn bis cfharader by thjs Proteftants. Another part 
frf bis cijpduft ctonot be juftified/ After he had re- 
newed the negociation with the parliament of Eng- 
land, he, privately, in confequetice of inftruftions 
#Qttl the Queen, atteujpted, on^cc more, to bring 

libout 
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about an accommodation with the Irilh. This was * 
dilhonourabl?, 

FarewcH. 

LETTER XXVI. 

ON the nineteenth of June flxtecn hundred and 
forty feven, Ormomi figned articles of agree- 
ment with the parliament of England, by which, Iro 
engaged to refign- into their hands the government, 
upon condition, that neither Proteftants or reouftints 
ftould be molefted, who had not engaged m the in- 
furreftion 5 that, with refpe£k to himfelf, he (hould 
be permitted to enjoy his ellate, and be proteiked 
from all demands of a public riature i that for twelve 
months, he ihould be protected from ^H private fiiits, 
refpedting either his perfbn or property ; that he 
ftould be paid thirteen thoufend eight hundred and* 
feventy feven pounds, which he had expended in 
the public fervice ; that, for the convenience of fe^ 
tling his affairs, he (hould be allowed to ftay in Dub- 
fin until the twenty eighth of July, and then to 
tak;e with him any friends who^ might choofe t& ac- 
company him. Mean time, as a fecurity of the 
agreement, on his part, his fecond foi^ Lord Rofr 
common, Sir Jame§ Ware %nd Cofonel Chichefler, 
were fent over to England as hoftages* 

Some time before, a regiment had arrived from 
England. They now fent, by their agents, two 
thoufand men to fupport their intereft in this cdav^ 
try. 

At the appointed time, the (word of flate, anrf, 
with it, all authority, was delivered up by the Lord 
Lieutenant to the commlflioners, upon which, he 
embarked for England. On his departure. Colonel 
Jones was made governor of DubKn, .and vdte# 

with 
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Vith the command of the Leinfter forces. We muft 
obfervc, that the commiiTioners, even before Or- 
mond departed,^ubliflied an order for difcoqtinuing 
the liturgy^ and, by their authority, commanded the 
direftory to be ufed in all the churches of the city. 
This was g (hameful inconfiftence. For if they con- 
fidered the eftablifliment of the liturgy, to be an imr 
pofition on the liberty of confoience, what right had 
they, upon their own principles, to fubftitute in it^ 
place, a different form of religion ? Was not this 
equally unjuft, with refpe£t to the fentiments of 
thofe who, from a convi^ion of it's impropriety, 
could not receive it ? The privileges of Chriftians 
have fufiered exceedingly, in confequence of parti- 
cular forms of our religion being made a fupport of 
civil authority. The empire of Ghrift^ whofe fole 
object is, to enlighten the underfianding, to purify 
Ae heart, and animate to the pra<5tice of virtue, is 
totally diftinft from all views of worldly policy. As 
to bigotry, which, in it*s original principles, is gene- 
rally pride, ambition, or a party fpirit gratified un- 
der the femblance of religion, it has ever been dif- 
graceful to Ghriftianity, an enemy to the kind affec- 
tions, and the bane of human happinefs. 

The truth of thefe remarks not only appeans 
from the interefted views, and the unkind treatment 
of each other, by which the different denominations 
of Protcftants were at this time diftinguifhed, but 
alfo in the <x>ndud of the Roman Catholics. 
Though a reftraint of the fame kind, was one of the 
grievances of which they themfelves chiefly com^ 
pla'med, they would not permit the Proteftants pub- 
licly to profefs their religion, within the Unfits of 
any of their quarters- 

Though the conduft of the Irifli, in their tranf- 
a(5tions with Ormond, had been marked by a feries 

of 
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of folly, and l^s own behaviour, with rcfpcdk to the.* 
late treaty, poul4 not he juftiftcd, yet Prefton de- 
termined to give every oppofitipn t^x the power of 
the lEnglifti parliament, in which refolution he was 
joined by Lord Taafe, who, in the place of Lord 
Muikerry, had been put at the head, of the Munfter 
army. Having reduced Naas ai^ fome other places^ 
he advanced to attack Trim^ In order to flop his 
progrefs, Jones was obliged to leave the capital, at 
the head of a body pf troops. The Irifti general en- 
deavoured to take advantage of this circumftancc, 
and, by a forced rHarch, to furprife Dublin. Jones 
purfued, canae up with Prefton^ at a place called 
Dungan liill, and obtained oVer bim a complcat vic^ 
tory. Thr^^ thoufend of the Irifti were killed in 
this battle^ and a number of them taken prifoners. 
They likewife loft their arms, baggage and artillery. 
For this fervice, the Englifti parliament fettled upon 
Jone$ five hundred pounds a year, out of the for- 
feited lands. They were very libera! of what did 
not belong to them. But Ireland feems to have 
been confidered by them as their abfolute property. 

Influenced by Rinuncini, the fuprcnie council 
took from general Prefton th^ greateft part of his 
forces, and placed them under the con^mand of his 
favourite, O'Nial, who, with niuch indifcretion, led 
his army to the vicinity oi Dublin, which he Rafted 
with fire and fword. This contributed to encfeafe 
the difagreement, which, for fome time paft, had 
fubfifted betwixt the old Irifh and the Roman Ca- 
tholics of the pale. 

With refpeft to the afl&ius of Munfter, Lord 
Lifle having been created lord lieutenant of Ireland 
by the parliament, had landed, tlie preceding Fe- 
bruary, at Cork, with a number of troops, thirty 
thoufand pounds, and a fmall fupply of arms and 

ammunition. 
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ftmmumtion. There he found the officers of the ar- 
tny difaffeded, and all other matters in a moft un* 
promiling fituation. His commiflion being almuft 
expired, he fliortly after returned to England. 

IitfCHtQjJiN had been much diftrefled, bv the 
ivant of provHions. In Summer, neceffity forced 
him to the field ; he wafted the country, deduced fe- 
veral forts belonging to the enemy, and took Cafliel 
by ftorra* Here he put a number of Irilh to the 
fword^ among whom were feveral clergymen. This 
aft of cruelty fubjeded him, and Juftly, to fevere 
refiedtions. The prefervation of the army under 
Lord Taafe, was of great importance to the caufc of 
the Roman Catholics ; for this reafon, he had cauti* 
«ufly avoided a general engagement with the ene* 
my* But, provoked by the depredations of Inchi- 
quin, the Nuncio and his friends infifted, that Lo,d 
Taafe (hould aft with more vigour. In confequence 
of thefe orders, at Knocknonefs, the thirteenth of 
November, be engaged Inchiquin. After great ef- 
forts of valour on each fide, he yielded the yiftory 
to Inchiquin- It was one of the moft ui>fortunate 
battles^ to the Irifli, which had been fought fince the 
beginning of the wan 

When intelligence of this viftory reached the 
Englifti parliament, they voted a letter of thanks to 
Inchiquin, a prefent of a thoufand pounds to him- 
felf, and ten thoufand pounds to his foldiers. But, 
by not remitting the money, they fruftrated the ex- 
peftation which this raifed^ in Inchiquin and his ar- 
my. Chagrined by the difappointment, and tired of 
the difficulties with wluch he had ftruggled, he de- 
ferted the parliament, and^ with his troops^ en- 
gaged once more in the caufe of the toyalifts. 

The late defeat which their troops had fuftained, 

tytth the unpromifing afpeft of their affairs, induced 
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the fupreme council to wifti for a cefTation with In- 
chiquin. To induce him to this, Lord Taafe and 
General Prefton entered into a folemn engagement^ 
that, if he complied with their defires, they would 
fupport Charles againft all thofe who were hoftile to 
his government. This was hew fuel to the paffion^ 
of Rinuncini. He afted the fame extravagant part 
as formerly. Prudence is a virtue unknown to en- 
thufiafts and bigots ; for although the Catholics were 
divided among themfelves, and prefTed by difficul- 
ties, no treaty could pleafe him, which did not 
make provifioii for the Papal claims, in their utmoft 
extent, and fecure the eftabliftiment of their reli- 
gion, on the moft honourable and permanent foun- 
dation. His oppofition protrafted the bufmefs^ for 
fome time, but could not prevent it from being ac- 
Gompliftied. The ceflTation was concluded, and, on 
the feventh of May, publiftied. Rinuncini, having 
protefted againft this meafure, and excommunicated 
thofe concerned in it, caft himfelf, once more, lor 
afliftance, upon O'Nial, who, under his banner, 
proclaimed war, and proceeded to hoftilities againft 
the fupreme council. Some inefiedtual efforts con- 
vinced him, that his own force was not fufficient to 
rile accomplilhment of this defign. Though the 
views of the parliamentarians were, of all others, the 
moft inconfiftent with his principles, and that of the 
party he efpoufed, yet,, with confent of the Nuncio, 
he made offers of accommodation to Jones. Jones 
moft willingly embraced them. In confequence of 
this, 0*Nial was permitted to lead his army through 
Leinfter, to the affiftance of Athlone, then hefieged 
by the confederates. But his attempts to relieve it 
were ineffedluaL His next enterprife was, to feize • 
Kilkenny, and take the clergy, who were affembled 
there, prisoners, by furprife ; had this defign been 

accompliftied, ^ 
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accompliflied, it would have been a capifcil ftroke, 
but he was difappointcd by Inchiquin, who^ having 
jfeafonably difcovered Ms intention, advanced with a 
body of forces and proteded the town. Inchiquin, 
having been joined by a partof Prefton*s army, en- 
deavoured to bring CNial to an engagement, but 
the dexterity of that experienced general fruflxated 
his defign. O'Nial was obliged to lead back his 
army to Ulfter. 

. Some time before, the confederates had delegated 
commiflioners to France, Spain, and Italy, to treat 
of their affairs* The commiflioners to France re- 
turned in September, and brought with them the 
following anfwer, in writing, from the Queen and 
Prince of Wales, which they communicated to the 
general aflemWy, then convened at Kilkenny, " that 
they were wiilingj to ^ve them every fatisfkAion in 
their power, in refpeft to the matters, which they 
wiflied fliould be done, fo far as was confiftent with 
the honor and intereft of his majefty, but that as 
their agents had not the neceflary powers, for finally 
adjufting all points, full authority would be given, 
by the Queen and Prince, to thofe whom they would 
approve delegated by them, to receive their propo- 
fais, and conclude all matters." This opened a 
profpeA of peace, with which the aflembly were 
much pleafed, who, as the ftrongeft evidence of their 
fentiments and intentions, proclaimed O'Nial a 
traitor. With refped to the Nuncio, they had for- 
merly appealed to Rome, againft the impolitick and 
violent meafures, which he had purfued, they now 
appealed there againft him, a fecond time, in which 
tiiey were fupported by two archbifliops, twelve 
bifliops, by the fecular clergy in their diocefes, and 
by thofe of the feveral religious orders, moft diftin- 
' ' guiflied 
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guifhed for moderation^ for knowledge^ and negiila^ 
tity of condU(fti 

Adku* 

L fi T t £ R l^tVlL 

THE fanie principles, which had attached Or- 
mond fo zealoufly to the fcrrtUnes of Charles^ 
induced him^ when he left Ireland, te go to Lon-*- 
don, to be ready, an any favourable occurrence, tc^ 
exert himfelf farther in his behalf. Sut the parlii- 
ment fufpiedted his defigris, and iflbed an order fof 
apprehending him, to ^void which, he fled to Saint 
Germains, where he was admitted to the pfarticular 
cotifidence of the Q^een and Prince. It was now 
thought expedient^ to fend him back again to fre* 
iandj of which he had been continued lord fieute-'- 
nant, by the King, to unite Inchiquin, Prelion, 
Taafe, and all others, who were difpofed to fupport 
his caufe. In the beginning of September, he 
landed at Cork, but brought with himi little aid $ 
however, to prevent his friends from being difcou- 
raged, he aflured them that confiderable afliftanc^ 
would follow, and endeavoured to roufe theif fpirits^ 
by reprrefenting the lCirig*s affairs in the trioft fa- 
vourable point of view. Charles was now engaged 
in the treaty of Newport, on which occafion, he de- 
clared to the pariiam'cnt, that they had full liberty, 
notwithftanding any celfation which might have 
been concluded with them, by his friends, to profe- 
cute the war againft the Irifh. Never fcrupulous to 
facrifice his fincerity to his views of private advan- 
tage, he wrote to Ormond, not to be furprifed by 
his conqeflions to the parliament, but to follow the 
inftruaions which he ihoufd receive, from the Queen: 
and Prince of Wales. Veftcd with ample powers 

by 
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' hy ttem, Ormond met tHe Roman* Catholic com- 
miffioners, at his houfe near Carrick, from whence; 
the bufinefs, after fome cbnfultation, was adjourned 
to Kilkenny. Several caufes- of delay intervened, 
but the agents from the the Pope, having now re- 
turned, without brii^ing to the Irifli, from his Ho- 
linefs, any encouragement to profecute the war, 
and the defigris of the army on the life of the King, 
being difcovcred, whofe death they apprehended 
would be the ruin of their affairs, a treaty was fet- 
tled, and ratified, the feventeenth of January, fix- 
teen hundred and forty eight. In relation to civil 
matters, the articles were nearly the fame with thofe 
of the peace of fixteen hundred and forty fix. As 
to their religion, the Irifti Were to have liberty to 
excrdfe it, urircftrained by the penal ftatutes. Un- 
til the King's pleafure fhould be.known, they were 
to keep all the churches, which they now poffclfed, 
and, which ftrpngly marked the depreflion of the 
royal party, twelve commiffioners of truft were cho- 
fen by the Roman Catholics, who were not only 
guardians, wiih refpedt.to the faithful performance of 
the treaty, but, equally with Ormond, were veiled 
with powers, in relation to the levying of foldiers, 
raifrng money, and all other points of civil autho- 
rity. 

This bufinefs had fcarcely been concluded, when 
intelligence of the King's df;ath reached Ireland. 
This awful catallrophe, which, in all it's circumftan- 
ces, was unprecedented in the hiftory of mankind, 
made upon the minds of the people of both coun- 
tries, very different impreflions. The Prefbyteri- 
ans, who had oppofed the King, not with a view to 
cxtinguifti monarchy, but to reftrain the prerogative 
within conftitutional limits, were much difpleafed 
with it. The royalifls, who confidered all refiftancp 
Vol. II G to 
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to the will of majefty, not only as unjuft, but 
highly criminal, beheld it with indignation^ as an 
aft of cruelty, which (hoiild bring down upon at! 
concerned in it, the vengeance of heaven. On the 
other hand, the independents exulted in it, as e 
moft meritorious facrifice to the violated rights of a 
free jieople. 

. With refpeft to the queftion confidered in itfelf^ 
whether Charles merited death ^ It muft be anfwer- 
ed in the negative ; if he po(&fled the throne, by 
an indefeafible hereditary right ; if the privilege, by 
which he was conftittitcd fovercign, raifed him fu- 
perior to law ( if he was not confined by it's obli- 
gations ^ if, whatever might be the meafures of his 
government, paiSve obedience, and non refiftance 
were due to him, by his fiibje^ts, and he might vio- 
late their liberty, without being accountable for his 
conduct, at the bar of any human tribunal. But we 
muft anfwer it in the affirmarive, if the powers 
which he enjoyed, a^ king, were derived to him 
from the people ; if he was placed over them, by 
providence, to be the guardian of their rights, to be 
their comniai father, not to make them the inftru- 
mcnts of thofe deteftable meafures, which refult 
Irom pride, from ambition, and the love of arbitrary 
power. We muft anfwer it in the affirmative, if 
princes do not ceafe tobe men, if the rules of juftice 
ought to be equally facred to them, with the reft of 
their fellow creatures ; if the peace, the property, 
the lives of millions, may not be facrificed to the 
paifions of a fingle individual. 

It may be faidi that the defpotic meafures of 
Charles, commenced almoft with the day on which 
he afcended the Englifh throne. He quarrelled with 
his firft, and every fucceeding parliament, in confc- 
quence of his attempts to deprive them and the peo- 
ple 
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pie of their juft {Mrivilegess. He extortefd mcmcy 
from his fubjeds, by a violent ftretch of jH^eroga^ 
five ; thofe who rcfiifed to comply with his imperi- 
ous demands, he puniflied by the fentence of courts, 
eftabliflicd on principleffarbitrai^ atiduncbnftitution- 
al. He made the moft flagrant attack on the liberties 
of Scotland- Wkh r^pcSi to Irielarid, the tyrannical 
government of Lord StrJ^rd, was guided by hit 
inftruaion& During the whofe of his admmiftrati- 
on, both Proteftanti» and* Rximan CathoIlGs,^ ccm^ 
plained, and juftly, of violated ri^ts. The Inju^ 
ries which the iMter fuffered from him,, provplccd 
their Fefentmeiili and. awakened m ihem^ afenfe of 
their former gifieVahces, add this confufions of £rlg- 
land, of whi^ph he wa^ the orlgifiai oaiife, were among 
the leading, ^ircumftances; which gave occafiori to 
the- inAirre^ion. For the thdufiindsi in both king- 
doais, who periftied by the civij w«y; for thfe ten 
thouiknds who were robbed by ij^ of their property, 
^nd reduced to the moft diftrdfmg dreuniftaneesj 
the life of one.ma^ w^s a fmali atonenjfai't. 

BuT) in refpe^l to the Authority of the tribunal^ 
by which he waj^ tiried, it was mcJft exceptionable: 

As the people at large had been injurcid, Kone 
but thofe invcfted fairly wUb authority by them; 
and Ky whom they were ad^ii^ely rcprefented, to^ 
gether with the peers of the r«alra, had a right, by 
the principles of rcafon and the qonftitution,no pte- 
fide over fuch an unprecedented, futh aij a^fxil 
and folemn z£k qf nsitional juftice. Soi^c fitee bb* 
fore the tryal, asn-himdred rnen:iberS of the houfe of 
commons bad been violemly expelled: The' ninety, 
which remained, were nqtoi^ly totally inadfcqtiatCi as 
the reprefent^^tives of the people, ^lU fubjeft^ to nri** 
litary QontrQul, and toO TOioh under the kiflaence of 
that ambkift%v ^hkll VW tbp easifir of tkbfe' raibohr* 

G a flitutional 
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ilitutlonal meafures in the government of Charles,' 
for which he was condemned. 

Farewell* 

LETTER XXVIIL 

UPON the death of his father, Charles the Se- 
cond was proclaimed king, by Ormond, at 
Youghal and Carrkk> which example, was follow- 
ed, in all the other parts of Ireland, in pofleffion of 
the royafifts. But their caufe declined apace. One 
g circumflance now took place, which, had it 
' happened fooner, would have been very con- 
ducive to it*s intereft. Rinuncini had left the king- 
dom, finding that the death of the late King had 
heightened againft him, the rcfentment of the more 
moderate Roman Catholics, who forefaw, that this 
event was likely to extinguifh all hopes of thofe ad- 
vantages, of which his obftinaoy hgtd deprived them. 
But, before his departure, his fpirit was too univer- 
fally difFufcd, and had made too deep an impreffion 
on the minds of his partizans, to be quickly eradi- 
cated- In particular, 0*Nial was a thorough con- 
vert to his- principles* He would have been a con- 
Iiderable acquifition^ to the royal caufe, could Or- 
mond have prevaifed with him to enter into his 
views, but that he could not accomplilh, 

Si r • Charles Coote, having got pofleffion of Derry, 
held it, in behalf of the parliament, and General 
Moncfc, being detached by them to the North, 
with a. body of forces, had feized Carrickfergus. 
Probably, neither of thefe fchemes would have been 
efFeded,^ had not the ftate of their affairs, made it 
neceflary for the Scotch government to recall a con- 
fiderable part of their trbops from Ulfter. To thofe 
of them who iJemained, from a dependence on the 

-. ' difpleafure 
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difpleafure which they had conceived, at the late 
revolution of affairs in England, Ormc^id applied 
for afliftance, A number of their officers were dif- 
pofed to comply vrith his defire. Could he have 
fent them a^ efcort of horfc, for their fecurity, 
they would have led a body of troops to his aid ; 
but he found himfelf unable to accompHfli this, fo 
had no refource, but the forces ftipulated by the 
confederates. The men they promifed, could have 
been eafily procured, butjj in raifing the neceflary 
fupplies, there was great difficulty. Much g . 
backwardnefs was difcovered, by the feveral 
(Jftridts, in the payment of their refpedive propor^ 
tions, and ^hofe employed to fuperintend the bufi- 
nefs, were uAfaithfu^. 

About this time, an EngKfli fleet arrived at Kin* 
fale, a circumftance from which Ormond might have 
derived much advantage, had Prince Rupert, by 
whom it was commanded, been difpofed to promote 
his intereft,^ and to a6t with the prudence and mo^ 
deration, which the critical ftate of tJieir affairs fp 
much required. But, being a rigid Cathqlic, and 
at the fame time^ pf a haughty untradlable temper, 
he treated the Proteftants with much incivility. His 
condudt was very ofFenfive to them. To forward 
the views of O'Nial was more agreeable to him, 
than to promote the intereft of the Marquifs, or of 
thofe who were influenced by moderate fentiments. 
It was an^objeftof confequence to block up the 
principal harbours, and prevent the parliamentarians 
from receiving reinforcements, , and other neceflary 
fupplies. Prince Rupert .was. requeued to employ 
his flrips in this feryice ; but to no purpofe. Some 
time after, he was himfelf blocked up by a fleet of 
the parliament, in which fituation he continued all 
Summer. 

G 2 Charles 
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Ck AftL^ESMAs ^ this tknc, at the Hague. Or- 
inond had urged Mm to come over to Ireland^ from 
a perfuafion that his prefence would have raifed the 
{pints of his ^ends, and in other refpeAs, teve 
fcrved his caufe cflentially. With this advice he 
was reiblved to comply ; but being difappointcd of 
the neceflary fupplies, which he cxpeAed either 
from France or Holland^ he was forced to drop the 
defign. 

When the feafon of the year for a6kion arrived^ 
Ormpnd, having coHedled eight thoufand men, and 
borrowed, for the fervice, from his friends, a fnjall 
fum of money, took the field. He reduced Kildare 
and fome other incorifiderable places, after which, 
being reinforced by two thoufand men, he led his 
troops to the capital^ where he had many friends, 
the redu&ion of which would have been a matter of 
the ^eateft confequcticc. To prevent the enemy 
In the neighbourhood from difturbing him in his fu- 
ture operations, he fent off towards Drogheda, a 
detachment under the command of Inchiquin, his 
lieutenant general, who routed a body of cavalry, 
which had been difpatched to that place by Jones, 
and i-educed the town. Encouraged by this fucccfs, 
he led his men northwards. Haying poffcffed 
'himfelf of Dundalk, Newry, Carlingford and Green- 
caftle, he returned td Finglas, where Ormond with 
•his troops was encamped. 

The parliament, convinced of how great impor- 
tance, the prefervation of Dublin was to their caufe 
in this country, had fent over to Jones, two thou- 
fand foot and fix hundred horfe, with money and 
ether neeeflaries. But there was another circum- 
ftanee, ftill more difcouraging to Ormdnd. The royal 
garrifons in Munfter, were in a very weak condition, 
and certain intelligence bad arrived, that Ofiver 

Cromwell, 
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Gromwell, one of the, parliament generals, lay at 
Briflol, with a large army, ready to embark for 
that province. Ttether Ormond was obliged to dc- 
tadi Inchiquin with three regiments of horfe. The 
remainder of the army, which lay encamped m the 
vicinity of DahDn, was by no means fufficiently 
ifarong, to form a regular fiege. The only means, 
by which die royalifts could accomptifli jtheir dtfigpti, 
was, by cutting off the enemy from fubfiftanoe, and 
preventing them from being ran&Mrced by additi* 
onal fuccouHL In order to this, it was thought to 
be a matter of onifequence, to pofleff and fortify, 
a caftle called Ba^atrath, fituated at a little jdif« 
tance from the town. PurceU was feat upon thk 
fervice, with fifteen hundred foot, late in the even- 
ing. The difrance from the camp was only a jnile, 
but, from the unfaithfulnefs of his guide, feme con- 
iiderable time was fpent, before he reached the caftle ; 
he took po0^ffion of it, but had made little progrefs 
in fortifying it when the niorning appeared. Jones, 
on perceiving what was done, immediately attacked 
the detachment, diflodged, apd porfued it to the 
main body of the army, which was feixed by a 
fudden pannic, and fled from all quarters. In this 
battle, which happened in the end of July, Ormond 
loft only fix hundred men. But^ wMkJi was of the 
greateft confequence, he Iq& all his ba^^e, tent 
equips^e, ammunition and arms. He now xedred to 
Ballylhannon, which he reduced. From thence, he 
marched to Kilkenny ; where haying affembled as 
many of hts broken army as could be coUeded, and 
being reinforced by three huiidred horfe, he ad- 
vanced to Trim. Colonel Jones had .tnvefted 
Drogheda^ tlui^ niovement obKged him 16 rmfe ^he 
ficge. 

]>URIN<^ 
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During thefe tranfadions, the Englifh forces in 
Ulfter, who, for fome time after the death of 
Charles, were undecided in their refolutions, with 
tefpedl to the party in whofe favbnr they fliould 
. declare, had determined to fupport the royal caufe, 
and befieged Sir Charles Coote in Derry. 
' NotwiTHSTANDiNO the avcrfion, which the 
parliament of England had difcovered to the Ro- 
man Catholics, you have feen that Jones had 
formed, a connexion with O'Nial ; to the fame ge- 
neral, Coote, in the prefcnt emergence, appliejd for 
affiftance. Tempted by the promife of five thou- 
fand pounds, O'Nial put his army in motion and 
advanced towards Derry. Upon his approach, the 
Englifti forces broke up their caqip ^nd raifed the 
fiege. . 

Farewell. 

L E T T E 11 XXIX. 

THE prefent misfortunes of Ormond, were the 
natural cojifequepce of his fituation. His 
troops were quite incompetent, irt numbers and in 
heceifary fupplies, to the fer^ice in which they had 
•engaged; they were divided in thfcir fentiments, 
and. his authority fubjedt to the perpetual controul, 
of the cQmmiffiohers of trqft. In confequence of 
the defeat at Rathmines, the fpirits pf his party were 
depreffed, ^nd the contributions, which before bacJ 
been very backward, were paid with ftill more re- 
luftahce. Not withftandjng thefe difcouraging cir- 
cumftances, the Marquifs exerted himfelf in every 
.quarter, in coUeding forces, and making all other 
preparations, with a view to attempt, once more, 
the redudion of Dublin, but the defign proved 
jiboxtWt 

By 
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Bv arts of confummate addrefs, by hypocrify, by 
his courage and diftinguilhed military abilities, Oli- 
ver Cromwell, in the cqurfe of the civil war, had 
acquired greater influence, than any other of the 
popular leaders, and raifed himfelf to a high com- 
mand in the parliament army. In breaking the 
ftrength, and procuring the de^th of the late King, 
he had been a very adlive inftrument. But his ex- 
ertions did not proceed from a hatred of tyranny, 
or a defire to promote the public caufe ; they were 
all interefted ; his heart was corrupted by ambition ; 
in order to have an opportunity of gratifying, ftill 
farther, this his predominant paflion, he got himfelf 
appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and made com- 
mander in chief of the forces, which the parliament 
were. now enabled to fend there, to put an end to 
the war. He embarked at Briftol, and on the fif- 
teenth of Auguft, landed at Dublin, to which, in- 
ftcad of Munfter, for which he defigned, he was 
driven by a ftrong gale. He brought with him 
eight thoufand foot, four thoufand horfe, a confidc- 
.rable fum of money, and other neceflaries. His 
firft adl of government, was to iflue a proclamation 
of pardon, to all who would lay down their arms, 
^nd fubmit to the parliament. Many accepted of 
it. Having appointed Theophilus Jones governor 
of Dublin, }ind adjufted thpfe civil ipatters, which 
required his 2^ttentio^, he put his ^miy in motion, 
and laid fiege to Drogheda. Qrmond being aware 
of this, had taken care to repair the fortifications of 
that city, to furnifli it with neceifaries, and a garri- 
foi^ of two thoufand foot, and three hundred horfe, 
which hiB placed under the command of Sir Arthur 
Afton, an officer of diftiqguiflied reputation. I^e 
had likewife ftrengthened his little remaining army, 
by a reinforcement, from the troops of Inchiquin, 

with 
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with which he advanced to Portfeftcr, to be ready, 
if an opportunity offered, to give affiftance to the 
town. But thefe precautions were ufelefe. Crom- 
well led his artillery to the walls, in which, he in 
two days, made a confiderabfe breach. He iname- 
diately aflaulted the town, and took k by ftorm. 
Quarter had been promifed to all who would lay 
down theh" q;rms, notwithftanding, by order of their 
jnoft inhuman general, the conquerors put the gar- 
rffon and inhabitants to the fword, without regard 
to fex, age, or condition, Five days were fpent 
in this bloody maflacre, Ormond, in one of his 
letters on the fubjeft of this horrid fcenc, fays, ** the 
crufelties, commmitted by Cromwell, on tKs occa- 
fion, would make as many feveral pi^ures of mhu^ 
manity, as are to be found in the book of martyrs, 
or in the relation of the maflacre of Amboyna.** The 
intended eflfeft of this deteftable exampfe, was fully 
accomplifhed. Trim, Dundalk, Carlingford, Newry, 
LUburn, Betfait, Coteraine, were all, in^ a very (hort 
time, furrendered to CromwelK He next direfted 
his march through the province of Leinfter,, preferr^ 
ipg a communication with the fleet, which coafied 
along the (hore, to prateft his army on that quarter, 
and to fumilh it with the ncccfiary fupplres. Every 
place, through which he palled, fubmitted to his 
arms. Ormond had found means to throw into 
Wicklow, a reinforcement of two thoufand men ; 
but the treachery of the governor, rendered this ef- 
fort tQ fafe it incffeftual. Wexford was taken in 
September, whofe wretched inhabitants ftiared the 
fame melancholy fat? with thofe of Drogheda. This- 
inhuman man^ has left the remembrance of his cru- 
elty, in the minds of Irilhmen, written in deep cha- 
rafters of bloods 

Ross, 
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Ross, upon the river Barrow, was the next fcene 
erf" his rnHitary operations, which, upon terms, was 
attb delivered up to iiim* Previous to this, Crom- 
well had detached a body of forces, to lay fiege to 
the fort of Duncannon ; here a ftop was put to the 
prc^rcfs of his arms. The garrifon defended them- 
felves with fpirit. A fevere feafon, cncreafed the 
difficulties of his foldiers, many of whom fell vic- 
tims to an infedious diforden As a remforcemcnt, 
fifteen hundred men were fent to him from Dublin; 
Inchiquin attacked them in their nwrch, and was 
defeated. They advanced, and arrived fafe at Dun- 
cannon. Notwithftanding, Wogan, the governor, 
perfifted tn his defence. His condudl was marked 
by diflinguiflied magnanimity. Lord Caftlehavefr, 
by aftrokeofgeneraHhip, faved Eluncannon. That 
tioMeman, who held in the fervice of the confede- 
rates a principal ^mmand, found means of getting 
into the fort. He viewed the fituation of the ene- 
my, and formed a fcheme, which he immediately 
put in execution. In the beginning of the night, 
he conveyed into the fort, eighty horfes, which he 
mounted with an equal number of officers. Th^e 
falHed forth, made great flaughter of the enemy, 
and retired before the morning. The Englifh knew, 
that tbere were no horfe in Duncannon, therefore 
fuppofed, that the aflault had been made by a rein- 
forcement of the enemy, arrived for the relief of 
Duncannon. Alarmed ^y this apprehenfion, they 
raifed the fiegc- 

Ok MONO was obliged in a great meafure to lie 
inaftlve during thefe tranfadipns« During the re- 
mainder of the Summer, after Cromwell*s arrival, 
1)eing deficient in force, and in every neceflary, and 
continually thwarted by the commiffioners of truft, 
who watched all his motions with a fufpicious eye, 

he 
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he was incapable of pppofing his operations. In 
the beginning of Winter, when it was neceffary to 
diftribute his troops into quarters, and he propo- 
fed to difpofe of them in the manner moll condu- 
cive to the fecurity of the garrifons, thofe belong'- 
ing to the confederates abfolutely refufed to admit, 
within their walls, Proteftant foldiers. In confe- 
quence of this obftinacy, they were rendered much 
lefs capable of defence. At laft, Ormond was ena-p 
bled to draw together a body of forces, which were 
llrengthned by a cpnfiderable reinforcement, from 
the army of O'Nial, with whom he had lately con^^ 
eluded an agcommodatioii, and who died himfelf 
(hortly after. He now took the field,, and perceivr 
ing that CrpmweH had paffed the Barrpw, and was 
advancing towards Kilkenny, determined, if pofli- 
ble, to bring him to an epgagement 5 but, of ^ 
fudden, he turned afide over the Suir, with ^ r^fpr 
lution to befiege Waterford. Ormpnd had tl^ ad- 
drefs to convey into the town, fifteen huhdj^ed Ca- 
tholic foldicis ; no other would be received. Crom- 
well haying made himfelf matter of the fort of Paf- 
fage, the ga^.r\fon of Waterfojd began to be alarm- 
ed. Ormond battened to it*s affiftance from Clon- 
rneU. Upon his approach, Cromwell raifed the 
fiege. Whatever hopes the royalitts might have 
entertained, from this difappointment of the Epg- 
Jifh general, they were fpeedily blafted, 

Lord Broghill, foi^ to the Earl of Cork, had 
gone over to England, to attend the fortunes of 
Charles, whofe interett, on all occafiions, he had 
warmly efpoufed. Cromwell feized him by fur- 
prife, told him he was well acquainted with his 
defigns, and that he mutt either embrace the inte- 
rett of the parliament, or be fent prifoner to the 
Tower. Broghill preferred the former of thcfe al- 
ternatives. 
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tematives, in confequence of which, he was fet at 
liberty, and came over to Ireland, determined to 
give fubftaritial proofs of his zeal, for the caufe in 
which he had now engaged. He ferved it moft ef- 
Feftually, for, by pTaaifing fecretly with the Pro- 
teltants of Murifter, lie prevailed with them, to de- 
tach themfelves from the Irilh, and to deliver up 
itheir'pricipal towns into the hands of Oliver Crbtti- 
well. By this revolution, the Proteftant caufe wars 
not only confiderably ftrengthned, but his foldiers 
ivere- accommodated in quarters for the Winter, 
much more comfortable than they could othcrwife 
liave procured. 

Mutual deep rooted jcaloufies, liad prevented 
the loyalifts of the Proteftant and Roman Catholic 
perfuafion, from untting with any degree of confi-: 
dence or affedtion. The flender ties by which 
they had been connefted, were now almoft entirely 
diflblved. Sufpicion of the Proieftants became ge- 
neral. Ormond felt the change moft fevcrely, 
which had taken place in Munfter, and the confe- 
querit- alienation of the Roman Catholics. Neoeffity 
.compelled him to quit the field. ' "^ 

THE^fadlious fpirit of thefe contending parties rut^ 
ined their own caufe. They x^ere full of diftruft 
and jca;loufy. The Roman Catholics oppofed Or- 
mond, afid this oppofition was chiefly raifcd by the 
artifices of the Marquifs of Antrim, who wiflied to 
rife on his ruin. Antrim, we have feen, was made 
lieutenant general, by the afTembly at Kilkenny. 
This office he relinquiftied in difguft. Afterwards, 
he was appointed by them, to a command in the 
northern army, of which, for his vanity and mifcon- 
duft, they deprived him. Filled with refentment 
for this affront, he had united himfelf intimately with 
fee Nuncio and O'Nial, and laboured to fupport* 

their 
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their mcafures. By that party, he was promifed to 
be made lord lieutenant of Ireland, in the place of 
Qrmond, if their defigns were fuccefsful. Hence, to 
open a way to the gratification of his own vanity 
and ambition, he ufed every means to undermine the 
the authority, and to defeat the meafures of Or- 
mond. He engaged in his intereft the commiflion* 
crs of thifti, who entered into his views, and evcn^ 
to gratify him, advanced a charge of mifconduft 
againll the Marquifs. Ormond fubmitted to the aor 
cufation, but nothing was proved by his enemies,, to 
his difadvantage. 

Some time before, the Englifli parliament pafled 
an aft to prohibit the imputation, from France, of 
wines, of wool and filks, not only into England^ 
and the dominions dependant on it, but alfo into 
Ireland. 

Adieu* 

LETTER XXX. 

CROMWELL knew that the ftate of affairs 
in England, made it neceffary for him to re- 
turn thither as foon as poffible. Determined, there- 
fore, to pufh forward his military operations, he 
_g took the field in the end of February,, andt 
having colledcd a confiderable force, fat 
down before the city of Kilkenny. Some time be- 
fore, he had made an unfuccefsful attempt upon it^ 
Many of the inhabitants had fallen vidlims ta an 
cf»demical diftemper, which had obliged Caftleha- 
ven to evacuate it, and to carry \ iih him a confide* 
rable part of the garrifon. The remainder amounted 
to little more than four hundred m^ni. Inconfidera- 
ble as they were, they exerted ihi:m(rUc': with fpi- 
rit. But Cromwell held a private corrcfpondence 

with 
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with the citizens, in confequence of which, the gar- 
rifon was forced to capitulate. They c^tained from 
the conqueror honourable terms. 

CtoMMELL was next invefted by Cromwell 
Here his courage and refolution were put lo a fe- 
vere tryah In the firft attack, he loft two thoufand 
men. Hugh 0*Nial, a brave officer, commanded in 
the town ; he had under him a brave garrifon, with 
wWch, he determined to difcharge th^ truft repofed 
in him, with fidelity. Ormond u(ed every means in 
his power to preferve the place ; he detached for it's 
affiflance, a body of men, under the command of 
Lord Roche, but, in their march, they were at- 
tacked by Broghiil and defeated. After O'Nial 
had defended the town two months, want of provi- 
fipns obliged him to draw off the garrifon to Water*- 
ford, upon which it furrendcrcd. 

The Catholic Biihop of Rofs had been very ac- 
tive, in exciting the inhabitants and garrifon of 
Waterford, to defend themfelves with couri^e. 
He was taken prifoner. Broghiil, into whofe hands 
he fell, told him, that if he would perfuade a neigh- 
bouring fort to furrender, he would fpare his life. 
The Bilhop went, but inftead of advifing the garri*^ 
fon to furrender,* he exhorted them to oppofe die 
enemy with firmnefs. For this, BrogWll punifhed 
him with death. An adion of a funilar kind, has 
handed <k)wn the name of a brave Roman, with ho- 
nor, to pofterity. 

At this time, the Marquifs of Clanricarde would 
have put himfelf at the head of the royalifts, of the 
Catholic perfuafion in UI(^er, with a view to unite 
them in an attempt, to raife the declining caufe of 
Charles in that province. But they would not fub- 
mit to his command. They chofe for their leader, 
the titular Rftiop of Cloghcr, to whom Ormond, 

who 
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who had, on former occalions, experienced his zeal 
for the King, font a commiffion, veiling him with 
powers to aft in that capacity. He was zealous in 
the caufe, and had confiderable influence with the 
Irilh, but was by no means poffeffed of that temper 
or military (kill, neceflary to qualify him for fuch 
•a ftation. After traverfing feveral parts of the 
counties of Derry, Tyrone and Donegal, without 
performing any aftion of confequence, he was 
drawn into an engagement with Sir Charles Coote, 
near Letterkenny, defeated, taken prifoner, and 
executed by order of the Englilh parliament. 

By this time, Charles had put himfelf under the 
proteftion of the Scots, who threatened to invade 
England. Upon this intellijgence, Cromwell haf- 
tened from Ireland, leaving Iretbn in his place, to 
purfue the operations neceflary to the entire reduc- 
tion of the kingdom. To Ire ton, Cromwell, who 
^as continued lord lieutenant, joined Colonel Jones 
aoid two others, as commiflioners for direfting civil 

The progrefs of CromwelPs arms had been very 
rapid. Befides his fuccefs in Leinfter and the Sonth- 
'«n province, Ulfter was now entirely fubjeA to the 
parliament. Still however, the whole of Connaught, 
and feveral other places of confequence, in the other 
provinces, were in the hands of the Irifh. Whilft 
any hope of fuccefs remained, Ormond determined 
not to relinquifli the caufe in which he had engaged- 
But his difficulties encreafed to fuch a degree, as to 
difappoint all his expectations. 

Limerick was a place of much importance to 
the royalifts, but, at prefent, in a defencelefs ftate. 
Here he wifted much to introduce a garrifon. But 
it would not be received. Some of the inhabitants 
were gained over to the. parliament, others of them 

would 
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would have no connexion with Proteftants. After 
the example of Limerick, Galway reftifed to aidmit 
Lord Cianricarde with a body of troops, unlefs.he 
would place them under the command of the city. 

Charles, to ingratiate himfclf with the Scots,' 
had, in one of his public declarations, acknowleg- 
ed, " that the misfortunes of his father, had arifen 
from his having finfuUy married into an idolatrous 
family, and at the fame tinle, expreffed his abhor* 
rence of the peace, which he had made with the 
Irilh Roman Catholics, and. ratified himfelf, aflcrting 
it to be void, having been entwed into with bloody 
and idolatrous rebels." This adt of Ihamefnl hypo- 
crify, was exceedingly ofFenfive to the Irifli, who 
were before, in a great mcafure, alienated from hi$ 
caufe. 

. Those of the Catholic clergy, who had been 
mod induftrious in counterading the views of Or- 
mond, now openly took the lead in public afFairsJ 
Blind to their prcfent fituai;ion,,.and ftill moi:e dif- 
couraging profpeds, they refolved to break off from 
all connexion with the Marquifs, In Auguft, they 
aflcmbled at Jamcllown, where it was moyed, that 
•he (hould quit the kingdom,, and leave his authority 
in the hands of fome p^rfon, or perfons, faithful to 
his Majefty, and trufty to the nation, who poffeffed 
the confidence and the afFedions of the people. Ta . 
this, they added a public declaration, in which they 
refledt feverely on his government, and enjoin the 
people to obey no orders, but fuch as were iffued 
hy them. All ^^ho (hould tranfgrefs this aft of aC- 
fumed authority, they excommunicated. The priii- 
ciples and fentiment^ of thefe ecclefiaftics were not 
changed, nor. their influence weakened by the pro- 
%cieedings of th^ aflfemUy pf confede/ates, which was 
fconveQ^4 fpon after. The Iktle* authority over th^ 
., Vol. ir. ^ H Irilh, 
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IrMh, which had remainiBd with Oniiond, was now 
annihikted- Every officer of that perfuafion, except 
thfe captain of the guard deferted him. AH the 
Proteftants were required to leave the kingdom. 
Befides their former acquifitions, Naas, Athy, Ma- 
ryborough^ GarloW, Waterford, and the important 
fort of Duncannon, were by this time in poflef- 
fion of the parliament; Sir Charles Coote had ad* 
vanced with a powerfoi army to Athlone, and ano- 
ther body of their trobps was ready to pafs the 
Shannon, and to overrun the province of Conr 
naugiit. 

All the efforts oS Orraond with the Roman Ca* 
thoTics; to induce them to stdoipt more moderate 
counfek, being inefiefUial, an<J ci courfc all his 
hopes extinguiflied, he appointed Clanricardc Im 
deputy, with a difcretionary powey, to accept of 
th^ office or not, as he might fee caufe, and, ac* 
companied by InohiqUin, and a number of Prote* 
llaA t dficers, embarked for France. In the bay of 
Galway, he received a declaration, contaijung new 
propofitions, difpatched after him by the general 
affembly. There was nothing in it to make him 
change his intention. Referring it to Lord Clanri- 
cardc, he proceeded to fea, and, after a difagreeable 
voyage, arrived in Bretagne. 

Farewell. 

' LETTER XXXL 

WITH a faving of their privileges, the Ro- 
man Catholics agreed to fubmit to the go- 
vernment of Lord Ciahricarde. Though he confi- 
dered the exception as not friendly,' to the authority 
which belonged to the office of deputy, yet not b©* 
ing able to bring them to bettef-temis, he accepted 

of 
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of the appointmenf, The parefeflt appeaifed* to Ifc- 
ton, a fevoumble opportunity for atteriipting ah afc- 
commodation with the conlcHfemtes ; he fent-cofti- 
miflioners to them- far that purpofe^ but Ks propd* 
XaJs were reje(9ted- * !: ' , .. : 

The R ft wa$ ejijthet treityiin a^tatioti, ,vhioh 
the Roman Gath^Kc^ wete much more (bllicitous, to 
bring to a fav<l>yr*bj[e coiicl^fipito Of the .foifeign 
poweiB, frotn whdiQ they ^{\%e4 dfliftan^e; fhey had 
applied to the Duke of Lorrainj..{i tjllathelitf ptince, 
tQ talce them and th^ir <jtufe under hia protcClion. 
This appiication-flattcred the v^riity of Lorr aifi ife 
aifo knew, shat by intcreAipg hiftrfetf ia.liip: con- 
cert of the Irifti, he would feti9ipn[K»d htoi^f to 
the Fope^ whom he was foUicitjIog to difannial i for- 
met marriage, and ;to^ legijtimate.the Ghildren. of a 
fecond wife* hU^rft being aliyej^ at irhe ti#€3 of his 
union with the* other; As s^ iliarfc of his gpeSrVffl, 
he had advanced to the Iri(h five thoufand ipounds, 
and.now fenS ove^ an envoy, to (etjtle the t^vxosii on 
which he was' to give thenar. fi^rtberaCrflltnflewi.. Tb 
deliberate onrthia fubj<edt, a meeting i^f tbi? princi- 
pal Rosian CatboKcs was cpijvened $t. Gal way. 
The fum of ^e terms propofed by. the envojCwas, 
that' if his mallei* »advaticed nioney fu|fteicntioi! dfe- 
ftayir^ the cxp^nce pfthe war< and tookl^&Kih.'ftips 
as were neceffary to the d^uc^^^hje Iri(h.imti(to;> 
certain towns ihottki be pttt .mto his;ha^(it^c;a« a fS^ 
curity until he was reimbujrfqd; :that heiftquHi be 
vefted with the title of proteiSt^; ipyai oS.Jtelt'Rdv 
with €3«€nfiy;e\Qivil, powers^; and an abfotote^:c'6nir- 
mand overth^ ^ifeiry force df the kingdom ;i that 
perpetual, obfequieMs and fmtbf^i; duty thoMldibe 
paid to the apdi^pUQiee< ; j' - ':• ^r 

Thrsr conditions^ w^re appfpyesd by the Romaa 
f:.atholics. (Jlaar^€ardeJ^. c9iiyrKiering them* a^^. ipjur 
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nous: to his Majefty's prerogative, declared them to 
be inadmiffible, and fent deputies to Lorrain to fet- 
lic the afFair, on terms confident with the King's 
honor, and the intereft of the nation. The other 
party, with whom the clergy had a leading infltt- 
chce, fent an agent likewife. Lord Taafe, Sir Ni- 
cholas Piunket, and Geoffry Brown, were the com- 
miffioners From Clanricarde; the clergy, and thofe 
connected with them, employed, as their deputy, 
the bifliop of Ferns* 

Upon their arrival at Bruffels, Lord Taafe fet off 
for Paris, to confuJt with the Queen and Duke of 
York, upon the bufinefs of their embaffy. In his aly- 
fence, Plunkel and Brown were prevailed with by 
the bifliop, to conclude a treaty with Lorrain, on 
terms of the fame import with thofe, which had been 
propofed by his envoy at Galway. Againft this, 
Clanricarde entered his proteft, with which the af- 
fair toded. 

' DtJftiNG this tranfa^ion, which happened in 
Winter, Ireton was employed in making prcparati- 
- g . ons, for profecuting the war on the return of 
■ Tpring- On the opening of the <ampaign, 
St Charles Coote patfed the Shannon and invefted 
-Athione, which, notwithftanding the efforts of Lord 
:Cianricarde, was 'bbliged to furrender. He then 
advanced forward into Connau^t, with his military 
opersmoris- Whilft Sir Charles was thus employed 
in that quarter^ Ireton not intimidated by an unfuc- 
jcefsfulattack, which he had made upon it the pre- 
ceding Summer, led his forces into Munfter, and 
iaid fiege to Limerick. Clanricarde had offered to 
ihut himfelf up in the town, with a body of forces, 
and fliare it's fate. The citizens rejedled this pro- 
pbfal, and wouW only receive a few foldiers of their 
own chbice, which they placed under the command 

of 
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of Hugh O'NiaJ, wha had gained fuch reputation 
by hi$ fpirited defence of Clphmell. On the pre^ . 
fent occafion, he acquitted himCelf with equal. mag^^ 
nanunity. Lord Muikerry had colleded a confide-' 
rable force, with whi^b he vr«s.Mvancing to tbe.rc-^ 
lief of Limerick^ but he w^s attacked in his march^. 
and defeated. Not difcouraged by this misfortune,: 
O'Nial determined to pcrfevere in the dcfiengc rf 
the tovm. 

But fome of tl^ inhabitants, as was before ob*. 
icrved, were difinffcfted to the royal caufe; thcfc 
made a vigorous effort, feized the cannon, and 
turned them upon the garrifon, which, by this cir* 
cun^lance and the diftrefs occafioned by a peftilen- 
tial diforder, was obliged to. furrender. Sevens 
te^ perfons were ^chided froni the benefit of the 
terms of capitulation, one of whonx was the brave 
Q'NiaL Throu^. the influence ^ ^reton, he wa& 
twice found guilty of death, by the judgenient of 
a court martial^ But a number oi the officers, to 
their diftinguiftied lionor, having perfifted in thcif 
qppofition to the fentence, he ^as acquitted. Sir 
Geoffry Barrow wi^s another who was excited 
firom the conditions. When he was alked by the 
court, why he fliould not be condemned ; he an^ 
fwered with magnanimity, ^* Beciufe he had beeii 
engaged in the iame caufe with the parHament, 
fighting in defence of the religion and liberties of 
his country.*^ His defence was unanfwerable. But 
to the difgrace of thofe,^ upon whofe power his life 
unfortunately depended, 1^ w« executed. . ^ 
Irs TON <Bd not live to impjrove the advant^e he 
had obtained, by the reduftion of Limerick. He 
fell a facrifice to the epidemical diftemper, we have 
mentioned, and which now extended to feveral 
parts of the l^ngdonu. 

H 3 The 



' T*«' dcfigrf 4irMfch • Groriiwefl *fead ^pnceivfed,' 
agaillft the liberties' of Englaiid,' i^as tipw com- 
pteady' formed^; ' having foiincfca Ludlow privately^ 
widfijhefpeft- to it, aridfofimi- that it' dtd notTnect 
with' his approbatiofn, to get clear of him, he had 
him fent over fo this country, to command the 
armyiin the platd^bf^Ireton, ' */- * 
' ^Ftlcu ikc yfeat filrteen hundred atitf forty cigfit^' 
the Englifh parliament had engroffed all the' power, 
anid ufurped eVefy privilege of tRelryh conftihition, 
To-Cromwdl'the^ jbmtd LudloV,- ?^jor Graera^ 
Ircton, Colonel -pohb -johesi arid Miles Corfbel; aii 
Gommiffioners'for'arfi^imflririg 'the d^ affairs of 
this kingdom! J Bcfeles iotheir-))d?wfcrs, they ; were? 
vcfl:ed^with a«bcji4t/ fo* levy money, and to-fomi 
a code of orirfilrial-feWj for ffie - dircftion cS • thd 
eourts of joftide, Td afllft tKeni- iti the exfeciiHoii 
of thdir office,' ftiey appointed *fubri?omiffiop^«''f^ 
IheiSn^raltowrfeJancI diftrias/^ ' ' ' ''' 

r 'LvDLOw; i^ hife military capacity^' determined ^d 
prodeed with vigolir in the ftieps 6f hl4' |irede(:^rl 
Prfevious to the fol!6\;<^ing campaign; he iffued orderts; 
by which all'perronsw«re forbidden to affiii the 
ericmy with ptJ6¥i(ions, ind ever^ perfoh'enjiMneti 
nol id depart froril ^lieir quarters at their peril: 
ThoTc; ftom thfe 'tending of CrdmwcW, who' had de* 
fated the Engllfti and joined With the Roman Ca- 
thoiics, were exempted frbin tofercy by proclamatl- 
cnl The fevcritywith which this declaration, ^ and 
ihofe.bcders were executed, made rf deep in?>preffion 
on the Irifli, who -vw^rc now WiUlng to propofe 
timjs >of accoftimddation, but rioiic would' be ac- 
ixpted^ r • - ' ;' / 

'^ In Nfay, fixteen hundred and fifty <wo. Sir Charles 
iCoote. led his forces to Galway/ whieh^ being dc?- 
fertcd by Prcfton, it's goverabr, deftkute th rtfelf 
^^ : ^ ^ of 
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of the means af^^ence, and us&fl^d by 1^^ In(h, 
ibon Surrendered. ' ^ 

BisprRrTJSD by the gloomy prpfpe^ of jheit rfn 
fiiirs, many of ihe.Irtfh laid afidcuU thoMghtfir ^g.^^j 
ofconttnuirigthe war. A confiderable nunn 
ber of the foldiers fubmittiod^to lAidbw, upon <:oncfi-^ 
tion of being permitted to traiifpQrt thentfelye^ to 
the Continent,, and to enter into fbe fervice pf rfomo 
prince, in alliance with Englfl»d, ; Thfc\Earl 'of 
Weftmorekmd, JLord Mulkciary:, Colonel Fitz))a^ick;^ 
Colonel 0*Dowy«r, with,thi»et)r fowthoufand others 
kkl down their arms, iqpom beitig allowed to enjoy 
their perfonal fibrttme, and fuch a fKirtion of rtheir 
realeftate, as flioiikl dBterwards hj9:graiired to othera 
in the fame arcumftances. i AH the Iri(h 9)ight 
hkv^ had the :ben6fit of tbefe term^ ; but th^fe of 
Connaiight and mfier xfet^ixuoed to make another 
effort. Fiyethcm(bxd of them^ under f^exomnumd 
©f^Oanricardis and i&iHidMhvO'l^^ :proceede4 to 
Ballyflianrion, which they tjook^rbut bei^:fu^4fed 
by Sir Charles Cootte axid Coboel ^Vei^blp^/ they 
were forced to retreat )int6)f«ftnefiei,; haviiig Jeftin 
iJie place a fniall . garrifqpi: : : 3!*WPl^e hundri^d - of 
th&in were fotced id Haijr ,do»f n; thei; ^t^ms, and ^alr 
lyfhatinoh febii^aSter^fcendered, 

Ci, A Wri'C aIrije Sfent Lord GafttehaVcn tpCharles^ 
toreprefent ta hin^ rfheimfactuniite ftate.of hisaf- 
«lte*%ix J^ kingdom, aridrnir rpoeive in%^aions, 
^•%^h tef^tfft^^ to his future qondui^. He Was defir^ 
to provide for his own fafety^. upon which, heaving 
*obtained permiffion from the parliament of England, 
he left this country, with a number of his adhe- 
rents, who chofe to partake of his fortune. He re-« 
tired to England, where he died, in Oiftober, fixteen 
hundred and fifty nine. 
■^ ■ Of 
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Op all the loyalifts, none was niorc zealoufly at-. 
tached to the intereft of Charles, than the Marquifs: 
of Clahricarde. At a time, when every other Ro- 
man Catholic of rank in Ireland, either favoured, 
or had taken up arms, in fupport of the infurredlibn 
of fifteen hundred and forty one, the King rejx)fed 
fiich confidence in him, that he permitted him. tor 
retain in his fervke a principal conynand. This 
fubjeAed him, in a peculiar manner, to the referit- 
ihent-of his countrymen. The difficulties to which^ 
in the beginning, he was expofed, from their oppo^ 
fition, and that of the parliamentarians, who looked 
upon him with a very jealous eye, he bore with in-^ 
vincible refolution. When the arms oi the infur-^ 
gents triumphed in the county of. Galway, and 
every part of Connaught, and he could no longer 
be of ufe in that quarter, he entered into the moft 
intimate connexion with Ormond, whom he aflifted 
in his perplexities, by his advice, and with aULthc 
means in his power. To enable hinpi, by proVidt 
ing for another, to add a new friend to the infercft 
of the King, he was fo difinterefted as to lay down 
his office of lieutenant, general. He accepted 6f - 
that of deputy, at a period full of trouble, when 
the fortune of Charles was reduced to the loweft 
ebb, and did not leave the kingdorn, until all 
hopes were utterly extinguifhed. There is every 
reafon to fuppofe, that he was a man of principle. 
What a pity it is, that, fuch virtues ^ere qot ex- 
erted in a better caufe J 

Farewell, 
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LETTER XXXII. 

THE appointment of Ludlow, as general of the 
irilh forces, was but a temporary expedient. 
The perfon on whom Cromwell had fixed his eye, 
for that purpofe, .;wafi Fleetwood, who had married 
his daughter, the widow of Iretoii, jn Whofe attach- 
ment to his jnterell, he flattered. himTelf, he might 
place entire jponfidence, Lambert was the perfon 
'whom the^pwliament had -deiigned, for the command 
f>( the troops in Ireland, but by the addrefs of Crom- 
well, he was denied the title of lord lieutenant, in 
confequence of which, he gave up the appointment 
in difguft^ an4 Fleetwood w^s fubftituted in his 
place. 

Vj5stbi> with the power of commander in chief, 
and as a conHniffion^r for direfting civil affairs, he 
came over to this country. He had pow very little 
to do, except in the latter capacity, for the flrength 
of the Irifti and of ^he Proteftant Ipyalifts, was en- 
tirely broken. 

- Commissioners were appointed, for the tryal 
of thofe who had beer; cliarged with crimes, fince 
the beginning qf the infurredlion, to enquire con- 
cerning t^e forfeited J^nds, and give grants to thofe, 
who by their fervices, had merited rewards from the 
Englifh parliament.: 

By. qr^er of the commiflioners, high courts of 
ju&ce were erefted in the feveral provinces, In 
. Ulfter, which had beeii the principal fcene of the 
raaflacre,^ none died by th? hand of the executioner, 
but Sir Phelijn O'Nial, whofe cruelties were a dif- 
g^rapc to his charafter as a gentleman, to his rank 
^ ^Xi officer, and moft diflionourable to the caufe in 
wh^gh \it wfts engaged. Upon his tryal, he was 

charged 
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charged with having produced the King*s ccxnmif- 
fion, authorifmg the infurreftion.* He confefled he 
had, but declared it to be a forgery. He was told, 
that if he could produce any material proof, that 
he had fuch a commiffion from his Majefty, he 
would be reftored to his liberty and eftatc. To the 
very laft, he perfiflfed in his firft. declaration. There 
was no evidence 'to prove the reality of "thJs -fup- 
pofed commiflion. The officer,^ as we are informed 
by Burnet, who at that time had the great fcal in 
keeping, arid through whbfe hands it muftr'have 
paffed, denied that he had ever feen it. Had the 
infurredion been conducive to his intereft, Gharies 
might have encouraged it ; would he give the fanc- 
tion of his authority to that, which in the bej^nlng, 
and almoft through every ftage,. had a pernicious 
influence on his affairs ? The letter written Vy his 
order, by Secretary Vane, to the Lords' fuRices; 
previous to the infurreClion, already mehtibtied, 
which pointed out certain grounds 0f fiifpicion with 
refpeft to it, and how neceflary ir was for them t6 
guard the public tranquillity with a watchftil eye, 
feems to place this matter beyond all doubit. ' •' -' 

But, to return to the tryab. fn Leinifler, an5 
in the Southern and Weftern provinces, none df 
rank were condemned, except Lord Mayo and Co- 
lonel William Bagnal, Two hundred oft the 'Ibwer 
clafs were executed, Befides thefe, you recolleft 
that feveral hundreds Were tried, and h^ fufffered 
in the firft year of the infurredtion. Betwixt that 
and the prefent period, a number of thofe whb were 
guilty, efcaped from the kingdom, otheris df them 
were dead. Some were excluded from par^cJn; with 
refpeft to cither life or eftate, of which, number 
were the Marquifs of Ormond, Inchiquin, ^r2ixx\hi\ 
Bifhop of Derry, and the Earl of Rofcommon. 

Lord 
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Lord Macguirc, mftckd of being remitted to the 
judgment of his peers, in his own country; was fent 
over to England. Upon being called to tryal there, 
before the court of king's bench, he pleaded that, 
being a peer of the Irifli parliament, he was not fub- 
jeck to their jurifdiftion. This dbjeftion was not 
fuftained by the court, who aflerted, that a baron of 
Ireland might be tried by a jury in England. This 
opinion was fupported by a vote of the houfe of 
commdns, which being fent to the Lords, had alfo 
the faftftlon of their approbation. He was accord- 
ingly, in violation of his privilege, and of his rights 
as an Irifhman, compelled to fubmit to the judg- 
ment t^f an EngH(h jury, He was condemned. The 
heart is moved with pity, by the manner in which 
this unfortunate peer was treated, previous to his 
execution. Being a Ronian Catholic^ he wilhed to 
have the comfoh and the inftruftions, of a clergy- 
man of hts own petfuafion, to help him in preparing 
for the awful fcene before him. This defire would 
not be gratified. He tirged his requeft 5 but in vain. 
With bitter reflexions on his reMgion and it*s mini- 
fters, he was told, he fhould have the afliftance of a 
Proteftant divine. Accordingly, a Proteftant di- 
vrm forced upon him his admonitions, to the great 
difcompofure of his mind, even in his laft moments. 
Thofe capable of behaving with fuch deteftable in- 
finccrity, were a difgracc to the name of Proteftant. 
The next objedk which engaged the attention of 
the commiflioners, was the afcertaining and diftri- 
buting the forfeited lands. In order to this, a court 
of claims fat in Ehiblin. Other fimilar courts were 
eftabliftied in different parts of the kingdom. 

Th E forfeited lands in Ulfter, in Leinfter, and tlip 
&llthern province, 'were laid out in fcparate propor- 
tions, part of ^hich was divided among the foldiers 

and 
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and Englifli adventurers- Of the church lands, t a 
proportion was applied to encreafe the revenues of 
the college. What remained of the forfeitures, were 
left to be difpofcd of at the difcretion of the parlia- 
ment. A large traft of barren land, in the province 
of Connaught, which, by the plague, and by the ca- 
lamities of war, had been almoft defolate of inhabi- 
tantSj was fet apart for the Irifti. Thefe wretched 
people were commanded, to Irid farewell to the pkce 
of their nativity, to all the objefts of their deceit 
aflfedian, and to retire thither againft a. certain day, 
upon the penally of death. The part afligned to 
each individual, was in proportion to that from. 
which he had been expelled, of his right and title to 
which, he was obliged to give, a releafe to the x:ori- 
querors, to cut off from himfelf and his pofterity, all 
claim of being reftored to the pofleffion of it. la 
this diftribution, none had a fifth of their former 
property. Some of them had a competent liveli- 
hood, whilft others, of which the number was by fat 
the gi:eateft, . had not wherewith to fupply the com- 
mon neceflaries of life. The authors of thp pre* 
fcrip.tion, by fuch an a£l of ruthlefs inhumanity, l^vi? 
entailed upon their, memory everlafting di%race. 
In September,, the parliament of England pafledan 
a(5t, by which the above diftribution of land was 
pretended to be confirmed, and it was dixlared, 
that the rebellion i^ Ireland was appeafedj fubdued 
and CAded, 

Farewell 

LETTER XXXIIL 

CROMWELL, during thefe tranfadtion^, had 
brought all his fchemes to. niaturity, and raif«d 
himfelf to the pinnacle of daminiop^ to wWiph they 

aimed, 
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aimed, as the fupreme gratification of his boundlefs 
ambition. He had diflblved the long parliament in 
the mod arbitrary manner, and called another, 
-which becaufe they did not coincide with his views, 
he diflblved alfo. 

Upon this, the council of officers declared him 
Co be Protestor of the Commonwealth, of the three 
kmgidoms of England, Ireland and Scotland. Men 
of die fame priiraples of the tyrant, with whom 
felfilh corrfiderations prevailed, over every obliga- 
tion of virtue and honor, approved this aft of def- 
potilm, whilft by the loyalifts, and by all thofe who 
were interefted, in the caufe of liberty and their 
country^ it was feverelyllnd loudly condemned. 

Iw this country, through the influence of Fleet- 
-wood, the commiflioners, and a few of the princi- 
pal officerfi, who were confuited upon the occafion, 
Cromwell was, with great difficulty, declared pro- 
tefton To regulate the political interefts of the 
-empire, a form was drawn up by Oliver and hjis 
friends, called the inftrument of government. By 
this it was determined, that England, Scotland and 
Ireland, ftiould eie<ft a certain number of members 
to meet in parliament, as the reprefentatives of one 
united commonwealth. Of thefe, thirty were to be 
returned for Ireland. As muft ever be the cafe, 
where the reprefentation is in itfelf fo inadequate, 
«nd the delegates from a part of an empire, bear 
fo incGtfifiderable a proportion to the whole iegifla- 
tive body, thofe chofea for Ireland were under the 
influence of government, and contributed to the 
fupport of it. 

Foil the more effeftual fecurity of his power, 
Cromwell difmifTed from their office, the Irifh com- 
miffioners, employed in the management of civil af^ 
fairs, and conftituted Fleetwood deputy, for three 

years, 
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years* A fhort time after, he fent over to Ireland, 
Henry his fecond Ton, in a military capacity* As 
he was acquainted with the affairs of this country, 
where he had been fome time befojiB, was a nif^ti of 
ability, of conciliating difpofitions, and ha,4 a Cap^ 
city for government, he removed Fleetwood, and 
veiled him with the powers of lord lieutenant. 

The officers of the army were difconiented, hav- 
ing received rewards, which they did liot think ade- 
quate to their ferviees. Numbers of othora.were 
much diflatisfied with the late revolution. 

Manifold were the diftrefle$ of the kingdom. 
The late peftilence had occafioned much <ltibIation5 
notwithftanding, the tai*3 were heavy^ to defray 
the public expencc, and to enable Olivej to reward 
his favourrite partizans. Yet fo wife, fo juft and 
benevolent, was the adminiftration of Henry, that 
the difajfFeded gave no difturbance to government. 
During the Ihort ufurpation of Cromwell, by 
his fpirited and tiexterous management, the aifftirs 
of Britain were in a moft profperous ftate^ at home 
and abroad. But he found, from wretched experr- 
^nce, that wordly honours, and the higheft gJratifiea- 
lions of ambition, when purchafed, as the wages of 
iniquity, cannot either confthute or fecure human 
Jiappinefs. The apprehenfion of the merited punilhr 
Hient of his crimes, and the terrors of a guilty con- 
icience, clouded all his flattering profpeds, cm* 
bittered his peace, and haunted him to the grave. 
He died of a tertian ague, oil the tliird of Septem- 
ber, fixtcen hundred and fifty eight. 

Upon this event, Richard CromweH, fueeeeded 
to the title, and to the powers Vith which bis^fethcr 
had been inverted. But he wanted abilities for an 
office, which required a degree* of fpirit^ of.cfevernefs 
«nd political cagacity, to which the bold aftd exten- 

five 
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five genius of his &ther, was not more than equal. 
He feverely felt the weight of government, until he 
flirunfc from it. The proteAorate was diffolved^ the 
commonwealth reftored^ and the long parliament re- 
inftated in it*s privileges, by whofe authority, Henry 
Cromwell was recalled from Ireland, the former 
commiflioners tubflttuted in his place, and the com*- 
mand of the military committed to Ludlow. Lud- 
low, than whom none of the oppofers of Charles, 
was more iincere, more zealous, or more ccmllant 
to the principles of Britifli liberty^ ufed every poflible 
means to re-eftablifli in this country, the authority 
of the parliaqient. He difmifled difaflfeded officers, 
and fubftituted in their places, thofe on whom he 
could depend. He made a proper diftribution of 
the forces 4 he fumiflied the garrifons with ammuni- 
tion and provifions, and eftablifhed, in each county, 
a numerous militia. 

The Englilh parliament, having required help tp 
quell an infurredion raifed, in favour of Charles, by 
Sir George Booth and other royalifts, he fent over 
to their afliftance, a thoufand foot and five hundred 
horfe. This commotion was fcarcely fupprefled, 
when Colonel Lambert, to gratify his ambition, and 
from refcntment to the houfe of commons, for not 
raifing him tp a higher command, promoted among 
the officers of his brigade, a petition to parliament, 
refledling on their condud, and defiring them to re- 
linquifti their power, in order, as they pretended, 
that the people might eftablifti the government, in a 
manner more agreeable to their wiflies. Copies of 
this petition were tranfraitted to Ireland, with a 
view to obtain the concurrence of the army. Upon 
which, Ludbw convened a meeting of as' many of- 
ficers as he could cojled, pointed out to them the 
nature, the pbjediand the tendency of this mea-* 

fure. 



128 THE HISTORY 

fure, ift fuch a light, that they concunred in a ccxin* 
ter petition to the parliament, in Which, they de- 
clare themfelves willing to lay down thtir lives, in 
their fervice, and in fuppcfft of the intcreft of the 
ftate: Having thus endeavoured to fettle matters 
in this kingdom, in the manner moft agreeable to 
his wifhes, the General placed Colonel Jones at the 
head of the army, and paffed over to England, 
where his advice and affiflance were much watnted.' 
With the diffolution of the protedtorate, the 
Voyalifts began to entertain flattering hopes, that 
their caufe would at length revive, and be crowned 
with fuccefs. In order to this^ they concerted the 
moft prudenVial, and the moft politic fdiemes, Iknd 
conduced them with zeal, with fecrefy and the 
moft profound diflimulation, They communicated 
their views to Ireland, where they were adopted by 
thofe of the old EngHfh racti, the more moderate of 
the confederated Iriih, and a confidierable number of 
Proteftants. The feverity of the commiffiiHiers to 
i^'uch as were hoftile to their principles, and particu- 
larly, the refentmcnt of the officers whom Ludlow, 
on the fame account, had difmiflcd from the army, 
ftrengthened and diffufed that fpirit. Broghill had 
long been a zealous friend to Charles, whofe caufe, 
when trepanned by Cromwell, he had defcrted from 
neceflity. With the profpedt of fuccefs, -his old 
principles revived, in fupport of which, he deter- 
mined to take an aftive part. Sir Charles Coote, 
an inftrument of Monk, with whom he carried on a 
private correfpondence, entered with zeal into his 
fchemes. With fomc friends pi ivy to their de%n, 
they aflcmbled in Dublin, under pretence of petiti- 
oning government, made a fudden attack upon 
the caftle, of which they pofleffed themfelves* 
Sir Hardrefs Waller wrefted it from their hands', 

but 
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but they again got poffeflion of it, took Sir Har- 
drefs, Jones, and fome other adtivc partizans of the 
oppofite caufe, and fcnt them over prifoners to 
England. The torrent was too ric^nt to be Hop- 
ped in it'i courfe, by the feeble exertions of the. old 
Irifh Catholics, and a lew zealdus republicans. In a 
Ihort time, not only Dublin but Galway, Athlone, 
and all the principal towns in Ireland, were in the 
hands of the royalifts, who, imitating the exam- 
ple of th^F friends in England, and with the fame 
views, united in declaring for a free parliament A 
council of officers called together a convention of 
eftates, who, influenced by the fame defign with 
the royalifts, prefided in the adminiftration of pub*» 
lie affairs. The fchenie was now ripe for executi- 
on. Charles had made fome general decimations 
at Breda, concerning his principles and intentions^ 
with refpeft to the privileges of Ihs fubjedls; in 
thefe, notwithftanding the proofs he had given, of 
his being a man deftitute of principle, contrary to 
found policy, and all juft regard to th^ rights of 
the conftitution, the people of England tod Ireland 
implicitly acquiefced. Anxious to free themfelves 
from a ftate of diftratftion, in which they had beea 
involved for many years, without confidcring, that 
it was much better to have a little more patieiice^ 
than to precipitate themfelves into the evils of def* 
potifm, he was proclaimed fovereign, iti the chief 
towns of both kingdoms. The proclamation, in this 
country, was followed by a loyal addrefs, and by 
a prefent of twenty thoufand pounds to his Majefty,' 
four thoufand to the Duke of York, and two thou^^ 
fand to the Duke of Glocefter. 

AdieuiJ 
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LETTER XXXV: 

IT is painfiil to every feeling of humanity, to 
view the ftate of this country, from the year 
fixlecn hundred and forty one, to the reiloration« 
Dutiiig the whole of that period, the mind is not 
relieved by the intervention of one gleam of public 
happincfs. The dreadful effeds of ambition, of a 
violent pjirty fpirit, and of religious bigotry, ag- 
gravated by the calamities of civil war, fill up the 
whole of the fcene. Of thefe, ambition, or a thirft 
of lawlefs domination was the original fource of all 
our miferies. This provoked the natives to arms* 
The hiftory of mankind does not produce an iiv- 
ftance, of a government fouzided in etjuity^ and ad- 
miniftred by the principles of juftice, being dif- 
turbed by a confpiracy of the fubjedts, fimilar to 
the kifli infurredlion. The ambition of Charles, 
which kindled the flame of contention betwixt him 
and the parliament, extended to this country, mul- 
tiplied the diftradtions of the feveral parties, and 
aggravated our miferies. By oppofing the arbitrary 
meafurcs of the King, the parliament of England, 
ja^ed a part worthy of the reprefentatives of a free 
people-, they -exhibited a noble example of patriot- 
ifm, which did honor to their fpirit and magnanimi- 
ty. But po\ver fiafcinates the heart, and the glori- 
ous fpirit of freedom is too apt to be limited, and 
pj^rtial in it's exertions, being conupted by a mix- 
ture of human frailty. The love of liberty, an 
cjrnanation from a Being of the mod perfefit good- 
ncfs, never produces it's genuine efFcds, but when 
9,gc6n\panied by that divine principle of benevolence, 
which would reftrain from injury, and animate to 
promote the happinefe of all with whom we are con- 
aeded 
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nested. Benevolence, nay a common regard to the 
rights of men, diftributes juftice with the ftrideft 
impartiality, is equally attentive to the privileges 
of thofe, who are not of our religious opinions, as of 
thofe who, in this refpeft, entertain the fame fenti- 
ments. It is not confined in it's views, does not 
center it's regard in immediate, whilft it is indiffe- 
rent to the intereft, or violates the rights of more re- 
mote connexions. Had the parliament of England 
adted from thefe fair and generous principles, the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland would have ceafed to 
complain, and not only they, but all the advo- 
cates for freedom would have united their efforts, in 
eftabliftiing the liberties of both countries, on a 
folid and permanent foundation. But, as we have 
frequently obferved, religious bigotry, produced 
in them, with refpeft to the natives of this country, 
a fpirit of perfecution, and they were fcarcely in 
poifeflion of power, when they trampled on our civil 
privileges. 

You will fay, that the King committed to them 
the care of this country, and that if he had not, ne- 
ceflity would have obliged them to interfere in it*s 
concerns. But were the Irifh nation the property of 
his Majefty, which he might transfer or difpofe of 
at pleafure ? Could he convey to them, a right that 
did not belong to him, and which they could not 
pretend to exercife, without being guilty of ufurpa* 
tion ? As to their being obliged to interpofe in our 
affairs, this neceflity entirely arpfe from the princi- 
ples, in. refpeft to the natives, on which they 
formed their views, and conduced the operations of 
the war. Whatever national advantages they ob^ 
tained, by their oppofuion to Charles, were confined 
folely to England. We were in no refpedt to par- 
tifipatc of them j fo much was it the reverfe, that 

la th^ 
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the moft tyrannical of his proceedings, were not 
more hollile to Britifli liberty, than the meafures of 
their government were in refpeft to our rights. 
Had their interference been accompanied by a de- 
claration, in favour of our liberties, and when their 
fituation changed, had they reftored us to the ppf- 
feffion of them, it then might have been faid, that 
the encroachments, cf which Irifhmen complained,, 
arofe from a neceifity, occgfioned by the confiifion 
of the tim€$- But they thought no apology was 
required. It is evident, that Ireland, in their efti- 
ination, was not entitled to the privileges of an in- 
dependent kingdom. Thje feyouraWe change of 
their affairs, pco^ed no alteration in their princi- 
ples of government, to our advantage* With the 
iuccefi? of their arm?, their violations multiplied. 
They difpofed of our property, they confined our 
trade, they bound us by their laws, as if we had no 
ie^ature oi our own, as if we were Haves, in aH 
refpedte, fubjeft to their abfolute controuL Four 
years previous to the ufuri»tion of Oliver, we were 
Utterly deprived of our national dignity, and loft 
our conftitution. 

From the time that Cromwell threw off the 
ma(k, his conduct was perfeftly confiftent with his 
principles. He did not, like the parliament, pre- 
tend to be the friend of liberty ; under the power 
jpf an avowed defpot, neither England, or any othef 
branch of the empire, could expeft to enjoy the 
privileges of a free government. 

Farewell* 
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LETTER XXXVL 

NONE had fuffered fo much, bjr the fate revo- 
lution/g, as the natives of Ireland. The irtfur^ 
redlion^ inftead of pi'ocuring a rid^efs bf any ^^ 
of the grievances, under which they labdur* 
ed, aggravated their miferies. In addition to all 
their forrtier bardftiips, their linds, as forfeited, ^tt€ 
violently torn front them. Thriy had been driven in- 
to a part of the |yrovinceof Connaught, beyond th^ 
limits of whfch, jthey muft not pafe, w6re rt but to 
feek for juffifcg^f and to complain of their diftreffes, 
that conrnion,' that fm^aH cOnfoktibn of the unfortu^ 
nate. Some of thefe, anticipating the relief, which 
they flattered themfetves they wmild obtain, on thd 
accefiio^ of Charles, took forcible pofieflbn df their 
old knd^, and habitation. Cfreat pains were taken 
to reprefent to the King^ this conduft of thefe much 
injured peopfe^ and that of aS the I^oman Catholica 
of Ireland, in the moft odiems point of view. It wai 
the intereft of thofe, xn^hp had torn from them their 
property, and wha were apprehenfive of Icfmg if^ 
to do them thefe malignant offices. To prejudice 
them, in this refped^^ no poffible effort v^^s omitteA 
Befides the pains tteit \V'ere taken, to make unfa- 
vourable impreffions of them, on the mind of hfe 
Majefty, commiffioners in behalf of the fokfiers and 
adventurers, were fent over to attend the Englifh 
parliament, to present the natives from bemg re^- 
ftored to their eftaftes. Upon intelHgencc, that a 
general aft of indemnity wa^ likely to be paffed, 
Aew commiffioners were dif)>atched to England, who 
ftrenuouffy exerted th^ir endeavouts, to exclude tlsb 
Irifti from deriving ahy advantage from it, in r6- 
fpeC^ 10 the forfeited lands. They were but too 

I 3 fuccefsful 
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fuccefsfiil in their applications, for when the a£k 
was publifli^d, it appeared, that none were entitled 
to the benefit of it, who were concerned in the late 
infurreAion. Bcfides, by an inftrument of govern* 
ment it was determined, that all who occupied, 
lands or houfes, belonging to the Iri(h, ftiould con- 
tinue to hold them, until farther enquiry. 

With refpeft to religion, epifcopacy, in it's an- 
tient form, was re-eftabli(hed in Ireland, tythes 
were fet apart for it's fupport, and feveral vacant 
fees filled with clergymen of that perfuafion. 

Monk, the great inftrument of the reftoration, 
had been made lord lieutenant of Ireland, and Lord 
Roberts his deputy : but as the ftate of affairs in 
England, prevented either of fhem from coming 
over, in December, the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Broghill now made Earl of Orrery, and Sir Charles 
Coote, made Earl of Montrath, were created lords 
juftices. Their principal inftrudions were to en- 
force the oaths of fupremacy, ^nd allegiance ; to pre- 
pare and tranfmit the bills, to be enafted by the en- 
fuing parliament, and to fend oyer the names of five 
commiflioners, to be empjoycd in executing his Ma- . 
jefty'is 4€iclaration, for the fettlement of this king- 
dom. 

Notwithstanding the pains taken, by thofe 
who had lately acquired property in this country, to 
fecure the poffeflion of it, it was determined by go- 
vernment, that there ftiould be a new diftribution 
of the forfeited lands. After the ratattqr had been 
fome time in deliberation, and various fchemes had 
been propofed, a calculation was made, and a 
fcheme founded upon it, which his Majefty adopt- 
ed. By the declaration which he publiftied, concerhr 
ing the fettlement of this bufmefs, it was refolded.; 
That the adventurers ftiould hold the lands they 

wer^ 
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trere poflfeffed of, at May fixtecn hundred and fifty- 
nine, according to a<St of parliament, thofe excepted 
whofe lands were within the limits of corporations, 
who were to get an equivalent in the neighbourhood. 
That the foldiers, thofe excepted who had been un- 
friendly to his caufe, Ihould be confirmed in the 
lands allotted them, as a compenfation for their fer- 
vices. That the officers who had ferved^ previous 
to June fixleen hundred and forty nine, to whom 
no recompenfe had been made, (hould receive their 
portion from certain fiinds albtted for the purpofe* 
That Proteftants, not in arras againft his Majefty, 
previous to the ceffation, who had been deprived of 
their lands by the adventurers, and received no 
equivalent, (houid be reflored to theni. That Ro- 
man Catholics, not obnoxious to the King, who had 
been removed into Connaught, (hould be reinftated 
in their pofleifions, thofe excepted, whofe lands 
wer^ within the limits of corporations : Sudi were to 
receive an ecfuivalent. That Roman CSatholics, who 
had fubnutted to the peace of fixteen hundred and 
forty eight, and ilill acquiefced in it, who had been 
renioved to Connaught, ihould continue there. 

That thofe who had ferved the King abroad; 
whofe lands had been transferred to adventurers, 
and who had received no equivalent in Cpnnaught, 
(hould be reftored to them, when the adventurers 
were reimburfed what they had coft them. 

Ormond and Inchiquin were.reftored to their 
eftates. A large grant of the Irifli forfeited lands 
was beftowed upon Monk, vrhofe exertions in fa- 
vour of Charles, had been fo confpicuoufly diftin- 
guifhed. It was likewife refolved, that thirty fix 
Catholic Lords, of loyal principles, (hould be re- 
ftored to their poffeffions. From the lands thufr dif- 
pofed of, a fraall| chief rent, and half a year's cent, 
:. for 
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for the firft two years, wwe referved to his Majefty. 
Corporations, and the lands belonging to them, 
were to be granted by the King, at pleafure. The 
lafl: article was moft hoftile to the rights of the fub- 
-Jeft, as by the power which it gave the King, in 
corporations, he w%8, almoft to a certainty, fecured 
of a majority in parliament. Whilft the ref^refen- 
Htion of counties is fo inadequate i whiUl boroughs^ 
Myedi to the influence of the crowrt^ continue veil- 
ed with a privilege of fending members to parliament, 
the liberties of the people muft be infecure. With 
great truth have they been called the rotten part of 
the confiitution. 

With the above diftribution, many were much 
diflatifified. The officers, of whom there were forty 
nine, who had ferved, previous to the arrival of 
Cromwell, comphuned of a very ftinted provifion. 
Thofe of the natives, not chargeable with taking 
up arma againft the King, thought it mcA unjuft, 
that they fliould be e^hided from their lamfe, until 
gg thofe to whom they had been granted, (hould 
be indemnified, for the money which they 
had expended on them. Befides, they confidered 
it to be ftill more grievous, that the qiialHiGatiotis, 
neceflary to afcertain their innocence, were very 
numerous, and fevend of them iniquitous. 

Adieu« 

LETTER XXXVIL 

WITH the acccffion of Gharlea, the privileges 
of the Irifti parliaoient were reftofcd. It 
was now fummoncd, to give the fauiftion of it'B au* 
thority, to his Majefty's declaration for the fettleitient 
of the kingdom. Cromwell had filled the cprpora- 
tions with Froteftants* No Romati Catholics wer€ 

returned. 
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returned. The majority was vtery confiderable, in 
favour of the adventurers and late fettlers. 

To enjoin, by a public order, a conformity with 
the liturgf and mode of church government, as 
cftabliftied by law, was their firft meafure. The 
two houfes then united in an addrefs to the lords ju* 
fiices, to fufpend all proceedings in the courts of 
law, with refpedt to the King's late declaration, un- 
til they fhould have time to ena^k ftatutes refped- 
ing it. This Angular, indecent, unconftitutional re- 
tjueft was complied with, in confcquence of which, 
the parliament were enabled, by their own authority, 
to fecure grants, in which, either themfelves or their 
friends were concerned, and which, by an equitable 
decifion, would have i>ee|i reftored to the ancient 
proprietors. 

Of their partiality, when they proceeded to con- 
fider the declaration, they gave unequivocal proofs. 
They were for cftablifhii^ it as it flood, without 
(hewing any favour to the injured. In the houfe 
of lords, the Catholic peers fupported the caufe of 
the fufferers. They pleaded, that the principles of 
the declaration were, in n\any inftances, prejudicial 
to numbers, who merited of the flate better treat- 
ment. They pleaded, in particular^ that to oblige 
thofe, whofe right to be reflored to their lands wa^ 
indifputed, to advance previoully, fums of reprizaj 
to the prefent poffeffors, which they were unable to 
pay, wa« equal to an abfolute exclufion. They re- 
prefented this to be a very unfair, and a very di- 
ftrefling circum fiance. In one refped only, their* 
oppofition availed. You recoUedk, that by the Eng- 
lifh ad of adventurers, thofe who advanced a cer- 
tain fum, towards defraying the cxpcnce of the Irifli 
war, were to be allowed an adequate proportion of 
the forfeited lands. More money being wanted, a^ 

a flrong 
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a ftrong inducement to another fubfcription, it was 
enadled, by the fame authority, that the contributors 
fhould have land in Ireland, double in proportion, 
to that which (hould be affigned to thofe who had 
formerly fubfcribed. This, called the Doubling Or- 
dinance, being exclaimed againft, as iniquitous, it 
was determined, that no adventurers fhould have 
lands, but thofe entitled to them by the principles 
of the firft fubfcription, and who had aftually paid 
their proportion. A provifb to this effeft, and other 
claufes were inferted in the bill, framed to authorife 
his Majefty's declaration, and it was tranfmitted to 
London. 

Commissioners followed it from the Irifti, wh(> 
were deeply interefted in the event. Thefe, de- 
^g pending upon the juftice of their caufe, ufed 
no artful or indirect means to carry their 
point, but in a plain, blunt manner, reprefented 
their cafe. Agents from the oppofite party had 
been likewife difpatched to England, to manage 
their concerns. Their mode of conduct was ex- 
ceedingly different. They were politick, compli- 
ant, infinuating; and, which was of more confe- 
quence to their affairs, they diftributed confiderable 
fums, among thofe who had a leading influence at 
court. Befides, they had the addrefs to procure the 
original of a paper, by which the agents of the lu- 
prcme council were empowered, to make an offer of 
the fovereignty of Ireland to the Pope, or to any 
Catholic prince, provided they received efFeftual af- 
fiftance, in the recovery of their civil and religious 
privileges. One of the fubfcribers was Sir Nicholas 
Plunket, who unfortunately was an agent for the 
Irifh, on the prefent occafion. Upon fight of the 
paper, the Englifh government, inflamed with rc- 
fentment, commanded the Roman GathoKc commif- 

fioners 
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ftoncrs^ to defift from any farther application. The 
bill of fettlement was returned to Ireland, and being 
approved by the lords and commons, paffed into a 
law, September the fifteenth, fixteen hundred and 
fixty two. ' 

Th^ intereft of a number of the members, and 
that of their connexions, was deeply involved in the 
fate of the aft of fettlement ; Charles, taking ad- 
vantage of this circumftance, did not give it his af- 
fent, until an excife adt, the hearth-money aft, and 
two others were paffed, the revenue arifmg from 
which was given to the crown in perpetuity. The 
taxes arifing from thefe, from onis enaftcd two years 
after, and from an aft paffed in the reign of Henry 
the Seventh, conftituted the whole of the hereditary 
revenue. To be a conftant check on the inordinate 
defigns of ambition, the prince (hould depend for 
the means of power, on the will of the reprcfcnta- 
tives of the people. By concurring in the above 
afts, our legislature encreafed, mod unwifely, the 
influence of the crqwn^ and endangered the liberty 
of the nation. 

A BILL had been tranfmitted, for impofing an 
oath of qualification on all the members of parlia- 
ment ; but, being thought unreafonable, was not re- 
turned. Upon this, a refolution paffed the houfe, 
that none (hould be admitted into it, as members, 
who would not take the oaths of fupremacy and al- 
legiance. It was condemned by the lords juftices^ 
therefore had no effeft. 

Some thne before, Ormond was created a duke, 
and made lord lieutenant of Ireland. He arrived 
the end of the preceding July* The prefent is a 
ftriking inftance of thofe changes, which are conti- 
nually taking place in the revolution of human af- 
fairs. A few years before, he had left Ireland, ftrip- 

ped 
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ped of power, and reduced to tte titoft ftr»tenecl 
circumftances j he navr retua-fied to ir, with unufiiat 
pomp and rnagnifkence, reinftat^d in Ks fortune, 
and in all his honours, as the rcprefentativc of ma- 
jefty. 

Ta execute the aft of fettlefhent, a court of 
commrffioners was ere^ed in Dublin. In the firft 
three months, they found niitetceri of the claimants 
difqualified, and confirmed one hundred and fixty 
eight in their lands.^ By a ckufe in the a£t in their 
favour, the tatter were to be admitted to theif 
eflates, without any delay or reimburfement to thtf 
poflefforsr Chagrined by the apprehenfion, that tha 
hopes they had formed, of acquiring a handfome 
property, wduFd be blafted, the adventurers and 
fbldiers loudly complained They chiarged the com- 
mtffioners with pattiaRty, A number of them, be- 
ing determined to carry matters to an extremity, 
m cdnjunftion with tfie difaffedted in England, laid 
fehemes for an infurreftion. 

This fpirit was heightened by the interference of 
the Qommons, who petitioned the lord lieutenant 
and council^ to giVe (uch htftruftions to the c6m- 
iniflion€rs, agreeably to the powers vcfted in them 
by the aft of fetttement, as wbulcf oblige the» to 
determine claims, in a manner favourable to the froe 
leflants, but which, at the fame tinje, wouM bfe 
very prejudicial to Rortian Catholics, As their p©^ 
lition defferVed, it was rejcfted by government, 
trpon which, the commons publifted a deokratioit, 
ptirpopting^ ihat they wotiM uft iverj means in 
their power, to prevent the injuries, wMch the Pro 
leftantS were likely to receive from the aft of fer- 
element. By; the exertions of Ormond, they can- 
45elled this exprcflion of their fefentment, but " their 
^fiflktisfaftion ftill continued. IHicfe circUrtiftanceS, 
• encouraged 
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encouraged the confpiratcHS to proceed with their 
defign. They were inflamed with 2eal, but had 
not conducted their fchemc with fecrccy. ^^ 
When abnoft ripe for execution, it was dif- ^* 
covered to Ormpnd, who feized twenty five of the 
perfons chiefly concerned. The fituation of go- 
vernment would not admit of treating the criminals 
with feverity. Moll of them' were pardoned. . 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXXVIIL 

IT now appeared, that the ad of fettlement was, 
in many refpefts, inadequate to the purpofe for 
which it was intended, and therefore, that the com- 
miflioners could not proceed with the execution of 
it, in it*s prefent form. An explanatory bill had 
been tranfmitted by the commons, to England, but 
was rejedcd by his Majefty. He gave orders, that 
a bill entirely new, fhould be framed by the lord 
lieutenant and privy council. This was done- By 
it, the adventurers and foldiers were to give up a 
third of their grants, which, with other favings, 
were to be applied to the purpofe of fatisfying thofe, 
who otherwife could not have received thofe re- 
wards from the King, which their fervices merited. 
It was likewife to be determined by Ae bill, that in 
ail cafes of competition, betwixt the Proteftants and 
Roman Catholies, the former fliould have the prefe- 
rence, and that all the Irilh, whofe claims had not 
been decided by the commiflioners, (hould be treated 
as difqualified. Thus was the partiality of the crown 
to it's favourites, felf intereft, and a fpirit of bigotry, 
to extinguifh the voice of juftice and humanity, 
which would have pleaded, that upwards of three 
thoufand unhappy men, found guilty of no crime, 

; Ihould 
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fliould hot be excluded forever from the inheritance 
of their forefathers. Moll naturally did they conir 
plain of this partial, iniquitous treatment. 

The parliament had been prorogued to the 
twenty fixth of Odlober. Ormond, finding that the 

f-^ commons were not fatisfied, with the provi- 
fion to be made for them, and their friends, by 
the new bill, refolved to fecure a majqrity, before 
they proceeded to the confideration of it. He ufed 
all his influence to fill fome vacant feats, with the 
friends of government. Wheii the houfe met, he 
communicated to them a letter from the King, 
filled with fevere reprchenfions of their conduA, re- 
fpefting the late confpiracy. The affair being 
ftriftly examined, feven commoners were expelled. 
This example, with the fear of being diflblved, 
brought the members to a more pliant temper. 
The bill was now laid before them, and paffed unar 
nimoufly, under the title of a bill of explanation of 
the adt of feltlement. To execute this law, five 
commiffioners were appointed. The lord lieutenant 
and council were veiled by it, with a difcretion- 
ary power of affilling them, in explaining and de- 
termining any points which might occur, of a diffi- 
cult nature. So complex was this bufinefs, fo many 
were the difficulties attending it, that a confiderable 
time elapfed, before it was finally adjulled. When 
the landed property of the kingdom was fettled, it 
was found that the natives poffefled little more than 
the fifth part of it. 

Though at this period we had but jull begun to 
emerge, from a ftate of perplexity and confufion, ia 
which we had loll all our national privileges, we 
may clearly perceive, in the ads of fettlement and 
explanation, the fentiments which were then enter- 
tained 
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tained,.of the independence of Ireland on a foreign 
legiflaturc. 

The diftribution of lands to adventurers was ori- 
ginally derived from, and fupported by the fandion 
of a Britilh adt ; but, from a convi^^ion, that this 
fecurity was infufficient, that it was illegal, that 
It was a ftretch of power, founded in ufurpation, 
recourfe was had to the authority of the Irilb par- 
liament, the only fource of law binding on the peo- 
ple of this kingdom. Befides, to (hew that the 
power of an Englifli law was confidered, in re- 
fpeft to this country, as perfectly infignificant, 
there were feveral claufes in the above mentioned 
:a6ts, diredlly oppofite to the Britilh ftatute. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XXXIX. 

LANDS in England^ for fome time paft, had 
confiderably diminifhed in their value. ^^^ 
Of this, there was no difficulty in tracing out 
the caufes. Perfeeutions for confcience fake, drove 
many induftrious artizans and farmers, to look for the 
privileges of ehriftians, in Holland and America. 
Trade with Spain was interupted; thatcarrusdon 
with France, was unfavourable to the nation. The 
minds of numbers were diverted from thofe virtuous 
purfuits, on which public profperity fo much de- 
pends, by that fpirit of licentbufnefs which univer- 
fally prevailed, of which the court exhibited a Ihame- 
ful example. But the fall of rents was not in this 
manner explained. The Irifli were permitted to 
export to England live cattle. This was alledged to 
be the caufe. Upon this abfurd principle, an aft had 
been paffed, in the year frxtcen hundred ^nd fixty 
tjiree, forbidding the importation of cattle orprovi- 

fions 
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fions from Ireland, afkr the firft of July, every year. 
Not faiisfied with this, two years after, the Englilh 
parliament took up the matter, when a bill was 
brought in to prohibit us abfolutely, from expcMrting 
thefe articles into England, and to prevent the king 
from exerting his prerogative in favour of this coun* 
Cry, it was inferted in the preamble, that the im- 
portation of live cattle from Ireland was a nui- 
fance. Thofe who oppofed the bill, pleaded in 
the courfe of the debate, that it was deftniftive 
to Ireland, that it would alfo be injurious to Eng^ 
land, which difpofed of it's manufaftures to this 
country, in return for the provifitos it received; 
they pleaded, that the tendency of the bill was to 
raife the price of provifions in England, in confe- 
quence of which, the price of their manufaftures 
would neceflarily rife alfo. But, men influenced by 
prejudice are infenfible to the force of argument. 
The commons, being determined to carry the 
point, in fpite of all oppofition, paffed the. bill. 
The debate was taken up with warmth in the houfe 
of lords. In the courfe of it, Buckingham, from 
contempt for this country, in which, from a fpirit of 
pride^ Engliftimen have too freely indulged them* 
felves, exclaimed, '* that none would oppofe the 
bill but fuch as had Irifti eftates, or Irilh underftand- 
ings.'* Lord Oflbry, fon of the Duke of Ormond, 
a young lord loved and admired by his country* 
men, felt the indignity of this illiberal, unmanly re- 
flexion^ and in the warmth of refentment, chal- 
lenged Buckingham. . Buckingham togk the eafieft 
and fafefl: way of condudting'himfelf, on tlie occafi- 
on. He complained of Oflbry, to the houfe, for a 
breach of privilege, who fent him to the tower. 
After two days confinement, he was fet at liberty: 
The bill was paffed with an immaterial alteration. 

To 
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To prevent the pernicious confequences likely to 
follow from it to this country, Charles, by a ftrctch 
of prerogative, which however well defigned with 
refpedt to u$, was inconfiftent with our legiflative 
privileges, made with the confent of his council 
an aft of ftate, by which he permitted a free trade 
from Irclatid to foreign countries, in refpeft to all 
commodities of it*s own growth and manufafture. 
Aft Ormqnd durft not take the advantage of this ^dl 
of difpenfmg power, the trade of thq kingdom was 
materially injured by this prohibitory law. The 
country had been greatly impoveriftied by the late 
war, and had fc^rcely began to brfathe, after it's 
complicated diftreSes, This calamity had leffened 
confiderably the number of it's inhabitants, lup- 
prelled induftry, and in a particular manner been 
injurious tor cultivation, Ireland was then a grazing 
country, it is fo in a great meafure at thi? day, 
JMuch a>ore at that timc: was cattle pri^ of oyr prin- 
cipal commodities. But, not being fu.rniflied with 
(hips, we were unable to ej^port thera to any confix 
derable diftance. The difadvantages . arifing from 
this aft, as was foretold, were mutual to both coiinr 
tries. Sir William Petty obferves, that formerly, 
three fourths of our foreign trade centerd in England, 
but that after it pafled, not one fourth part of k 
was i5arr;fed on with that kingdom- This fenfible 
authoi:, rparlicularjy obfery^s, that when the trade 
tO: England was free, we exported .cattle to it 
yi5ai?ly, to. the atnount <>f a hundred and iForty thou- 
fand pounds, and took goods from it m exchange, 
to the' amount of treble and quadruple that fum. 
We merited better treatment from our fifter coun- 
try. Some time previous to the enafting of this 
unfriendly law, London had the misfortune to be 
burned. The people of this country, moved with 
Vol. II. iK comp^lfion, 
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compaflion, by the diftrefs of the unhappy fufferers, 
opened a fubfcription for their relief, by which they 
were enabled to fend them a fupply of thirty thou- 
fand beeves. 

The fpring of this, year, fixteen hundred and 
fixty fix, created much uneafinefs to Ormond. Dif- 
contents prevailed among the people. Symptoms 
appeared of artother intended infurreftion. The 
garrifon of Carrickfergus mutinied and feized the 
town ; but It was immediately recovered. Twenty 
thoufatid ftand of arms were diftributed, among the 
well afFedted to government, and a regular militia 
cftablilhed. The prudence and vigilant aftivity of 
the Lord Lieutenant, preferved the tranquillity of 
the kingdom. 

To counteraft the unfavourable tendency, of the 
late reftridion laid upon it*s commerce by England, 
he turned the attention of the people to the means 
of internal profperity, with which they were pro- 
vided. He encouraged the woollen bufinefs, brought 
into the kingdom and employed, perfons who were 
acquainted with it ; eftablifhed a council of trade, 
and fixed manufaftories in this branch at Clonmel 
and Carrick on Suir. Neither did the linen manu- 

'fafture efcape his notice ; he fent to Holland for in- 
formation, concerning the proper manner of conduc- 
ing it, and, in imitation of Lord Strafford, engaged 
a number of families to come over from France, 
Germany, and elfewhere, by whofe example and 
inftruftions, it might be advanced forward towards 

« perfedion. 

Farewell. 
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LETTER XL. 

IT was very much to the honor of Ormond, that 
among other laudable objedts of his attention, he 
difcovcred a particular foUicitude, that church pro- 
ferments (hould be conferred on Iriftimen. Why 
fhould the fruit of our labours, contrary to reafon 
and juftice, be converted to the purpofe of mainr- 
taining thofe, who ought to be provided for in their 
own ccmntry ? Were numbers of clergy from Ire- 
land, yearly fent over and intruded into her bene- 
fices, would not England complain? Nay, would 
(he fubmit to fuch treatment f When then our liv- 
ings are filled with Briti(h ecclefiallics, muft we be 
filent ? Is not a fenfe of natural right equally ftrong 
in both kingdoms, or is it different on that and on 
this fide of the Channel ? When through court in- 
fluence, or the power of great men, ftrangers are 
promoted in our church, are not our ftudcnts for 
holy orders, hereby deprived of one principal incite- 
ment to improve in knowlege ? Befides, with refpedt 
to the clergy of an higher order, whofe influenpe^ 
as members of the legiflature, mufl be confiderable, 
is it to be imagined, that foreigners will be as hear- 
tily difpofed, to promote the intercflof our country, 
and to fupport its privileges, as thofe who are inter- 
refled in it's welfare, by the attachments of birth, of 
confanguinity and education ? Among other inlbm- 
ces which might be mentioned, let the memorable 
condudt of Primate Boulter, who exerted himfelf 
with fuch zeal, in fupporting an Englifti interefl, to 
the prejudice of the rights of Ireland, be an anfwer 
to this queflion. 

To return to our hiftory. Although Ormond en*' 
<ieavoured to correct thefe and other flagrant abufes, 

K2 
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and hiis adminiftration was diftinguifhed by Wifdcnn^ 
by fteiadinefs^ and piiblic fprit, and the country be- 
gan to alTume an appearance oF tranquillity and or- 
der, yel thefe and all his fervices could not render 
Jhis Htuation fecure. Buckingham, the prime mini- 
ller and favourite of Charles, was his rival. He en- 
vied him his Intercft with the King, he envied him 
i68^ his employments, of fteward of the houfehold 
and lord lieutenant of Ireland. He deter- 
mined therefore, wirii the affiflance of his friends, 
diftinguiihed by fhe name of the Qibal, to do every 
thing in hi» powwr to ruin him- With this view, he 
jpromot^d an accufation againft him, conning of fe- 
vetal articles, the principal were ; that upon the mu- 
tifty at Carrickfergus, he had iffued a commiffion, 
though in time of peace, to try the criminals by 
imartial law; that he had quartered foldiers upon the 
fiibjcd, contiary to an aft of Henry the Sixth ; that 
he had mifmanaged the revenue. It was piab that 
this charge was to be profecuted with violence. Or- 
moitd faw the danger^ and committing the govern- 
ittent of Ireland to his fon Lord Offory^ pafled oy« 
;to England, pofleffed of the hope that his Majcfty, 
from a fenfe of the good offices which he had reiv- 
dcred to himfelf, and of his ftiU more diftinguilhed 
fervices in the caufe of his father, would proteft him 
fixnn the hoftile defigns of Buckin^am. Charles 
yccetved him kindly. But as he was a ftranger to 
gratitude and dignity of charader, he affumed from 
hypocrify^ whatever appearance feemed beft to fuit 
Jxis convenience. After a courfe of intrigue, carried 
(om^feveral months by Buckingham, Lord Arlington^ 
and the reft of the. junto, Ormond was difplaced* 
But though the King paid this compliment to his fa- 
vourite, he neither made him, nor any of his friends 
lord Ueutenant of Ireland; he invefted Lord Ro- 
berts 
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berts with that office^ This nobleman could not ac^ 
commodate himfelf to the temper of the Iri(h 5 bc- 
fides, he difcovered a particular ^verfion to the 
Roman Catholic reEgbn^ for thefe reafons, parli^ 
cularly the laft, after he had held the reins of go- 

• vernment a ftiort tiniic, they were taken from ten* 
and placed in the hands of Lord Berkley. 

Upon the arrival of Lord Berkley in Ireland, the 
Roman Catholics were divided into two par- ^ 
ties, who oppofed each other with the bitter- 
eft animpfity. You have feen that for a coofidera- 
ble time, there was ^ clafs of the Iriih lefs brgotted 
in their religion, and more moderate with refpe^ to 
political matters. Thefe, whatever might hav« 
been their opinion^ concerning the ri^ formeriy 
claimed by the Englifli kings, of exercifing fove- 
reign authority over this country, thought it their 
inlereft now quietly to fubmit to their gjt>vcniment, 
and to renounce aUe^ance to any other power. 

At the reftoration, dus party, both ccdefiaftics 
and laity, prefented a remonftrance to the King, in 
which they declare him, to be the lupreme and law- 
ful fovereign of Ireland, that neither the Pope, or 
any foreign power, had a right to interfere with his 
authority, or to exempt his futjeds, in temporal 
matters, from the allegiaHce and fubmtffion to which 
he was juftly entitled, and that it was their duty to 
reveal any confpiracies, known to them, ^gainf) his 
perfon or government 

The other party confifted of the more violent 
Papifts, whofe high principles, with reCptdt to the 
Pope's fupremacy, in temporals as well as fpirituals, 
and inflexible purpofe to reftore to their religion, 

• that fupport and thofe honours, of which it had been 
deprived by the reformation, created perpetual un- 
eafinei^ to the more moderate Catholics, encreafed 

K 3 the 
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the public confufion, and eflentially injured their 
caufe^ from the year fixteen hundred and forty one. 
Thefe were highly provoked by the reitionftrance, 
and ufed every means that religious zeal, ambition^ 
and a party fpirit could devife, to render thofe 
odious who vrtte toticerned in it. To quiet this 
difturbance^ government had permitted a fynod of 
the Roman Catholic clergy, to convene at Dublin in 
June fixteen hundred and fixty fix. But thofe of 
rtiore bigotted principles, would llften to Ho terms 
of accommodation. The meeting had no other ef- 
feft, than no excite the paffions of thofe on each fide, 
to greater bittemefs of oppofition. The advocates 
for the Papal power j were now diftingui(hed by the 
name of Anti-remonftrants, as the others were known 
by the title of Remonftfants. As the principles of 
the latter were thofe of loyal fubjedts, it was moft 
unreafonable to fuppofe, that their caufe would not 
be efpoufed by the Lord Lieutenant. He was re- 
quired to do fo by his public inftrufticMis- But, in 
his conduct, he was evidently partial -to the -Anti- 
remonftrants^ This was matter of aftoniftiment to 
«11, who were not acquainted with the n^eafures now 
in agitation at court. 

Before his acctffion to the throne, Charles had 
fecretly become a convert to Popery. He now 
refolved to throw off the maflc, to reft his authority, 
as fovereign, upon that of the Pope, to reftore to 
him his fupremacy in fpirituals, and to re-eftabli(h 
in his dominions the Roman Catholic religion. An 
intereftj favourable to thefe views had, for fome 
time paft, been encreafing at court. This influence 
had removed Lord Roberts, whofc principles were 
hoftik to their fchemes, and raifed Berkley to the 
government of Ireland. His fentimcnts perfedlly 
coincided with their w;i(h€.s. He was p^rti^l^ as we 

have 
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hive feid, to the anti-remonftrants. To peter Tal- 
bot, a favourite with the Duke of York, and for K\$ 
religious jseal, created by the Pope titular archbilhop 
of Dublin, he yfzs particularly attentive and com- 
plaifant. This haughty prelate treated the remon- 
ftrants with infclence. They complained of him to 
Berkley, whom, from ignorance of the defign which 
he was labouring to accomplifli, they endeavoured 
to imprefs, with juft views of the dangerous ten- 
dency to the Hate, of the religious and political 
principles he lentertained and his partizans. But he 
gave them no fatisfadtion, rather treated them with 
eontempt. Shortly after, Roman Catholics were 
permitted to take out comraiifions for the peace, 
and admitted iitto corporations. 

In confequence of an a£t of parliament, by whioh 
the Lord Lieutenant and privy council were veiled 
with power, to regulate the affiurs of corporate towns, 
the; ajderinen of Dublin were enjoined by govem- 
Jgi^^to^^\qQ;^^ new common council. When this 
was^ dorte,^ Sy^ihe fame influexKe, the council rer 
moved feven Proteftant aldermen, and filled their 
places with Roman Catholics. Sir Ellis Leighiton, 
of the fame perfuafion, and fccretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant, was chofen recorder, in the Head of Sir 
Williani Davi^, who, to ma^e room for him, was 
difmiffed. 

Commissioned by a number of Catholic lords 
and gentlemen, Colonel Talbot repaired to England, 
and complained to his Majefty and council, that by 
the ^Gt of fettlement, many jf the Irifh had been 
very unjuftly deprived of their property. He en- 
treated, that for the prefcnt, ^ ftop. fliould be put to 
the farther diftribution of land^ in this country, ^nd 
that perfons, honeft and inip^rtial, fliould be ap- 
pointed to exarpine the affair, and give the King a 

faithful 
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faithful account, of the tiaturc and fowndation of their 
complaints. This application was perfcAly agree- 
able to the wifties of the Englilh miniftry. They 
took Up the bufmefs and fpent upon it fome confi- 
derable time. But warm oppofitien being made to 
it, by thofe who had gained by the adt of fettle- 
ment, and by fuch as hoped to reap advantages from 
it^ the enquiry came to nothing. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLL 

YOU know we muft omit nothing, which may 
occur in the courfe of our enquiries, that may 
have a tendency to vindicate or explain the rightsf 
of Ireland. 1 muft therefore iiifcM-m you, that in 
the report of Sir Heneage Finch, his Majefty's at- 
torney general, before the King and privy cotincil^ 
relative to the adt of explanation, he afferts, that 
were the parliament bf England, to make a new fet* 
tlement of the lands In Ireland, this would be no fe- 
curity to thofe who follicited that meafure, which it 
feems Colonel Talbot did, commiffioner for the 
Irilh, much to his difhonouf. Finch explains his 
opdnioil, in relpedt to this important fubjeft, in the 
following manner. A parliament of Ireknd, may 
repeal all the force of an Englilh aft in Ireland. An 
Englifti adt binds Ireland, yet moft certainly no 
longer, than until it be repealed by the legi(lat^re of 
that country. Thus, if a ftatute were made iii 
England, to forbid the tranfportation of wool out of 
Ireland, yet a ftatute in Ireland, might again reftore 
to that country this privilege; for i? is abfurid and 
impoffible to fuppofe, that a parlianient (JiouW be 
endued with a Jegiflative power, fuch ad that of which 
Ireland is poff^ed^ and yet^ that it fhduld be dift- 

bled 
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l^d from adfing Icgiflatively. Some of the council, 
difpleafed with this dodtrine of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, afked him, whether the Irifti might make a law 
for exporting their cattle to England ? No, he re- 
plied, but they might fend them to any other part of 
the world, though England made an a£t againft it ; 
for, they have as abfolute a power to repeal the ef- 
fedt of any law in Ireland, as the parliament of 
England have, to make a law to take efied at home. 
Upon thi^, he was aflced, whether he could juftify 
what he had advanced ? He anfwered, " I would 
juftify it to be my opimon, and I did conceive it to 
be law.'* It was then obferved, that Ireland was a 
conquered country. " Yes,'* returned a counsellor 
of diftinguiflied confequence, •* by the King, but 
not by the parliament." The fentiments of Finch, 
on the ful^£t, were very agreeable to Charles, who, 
in refpe£t to what he had faid upon it, remarked, 
** I know not whether it be good law ; I am fure it 
is very good reafon." 

This teftimony of the Attorney General, jufti- 
fied by fome of the moft refpedlable of the council, 
and approved by his Majefty, is compleat, with re- 
^dk to the liberties of Ireland. For though he 
fays that an. EngU(h a€t binds this country, he 
acknowteges^ that tWs depends upon our own con- 
fent ; he admits, that we may refift, that we may 
countcraft, that we may deftroy it's efficacy. Now, 
a power of enadling, which, in refpedt to that which 
is ena£bed> depends entirely in it's operation, upon 
the will of thofe who are to be affedted by it, is in 
reality no power. It is a word without meaning. 
A right of making law, neceflarily implies an obf^ 
gatioh in the fubjedt to obiey. The two ideas are 
infeparably conned^ed. They muft cither fubfift 
together, or hdve no exiftence. Parliament, except 

in 
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in thofe inftances, wherein it contradidks the Fnriftd- 
pies of it's inftitution, is vefted withfupreme autho- 
rity ; a6ts done by it, which may be controuled, are 
unjuft, they are illegal, they violate the conftitution. 
Within the limits of it's own authority it can da 
every thing ; beyond thofe limits it can da nothing. 
Finch fays, " It is abfurd to fuppofc, riiat we have a 
parliament, but that it cannot adt legiflatively," that 
is, make laws for thofe from whdm it derived it's 
powers ; if it can, this excludes from it*s province 
the interference of a foreign authority. If a power 
of making laws for another country, which may be 
refifted, a^ually did exift, it muft belong to ours as 
much as to any other legiflature. If the Britifli par- 
liament may exercife fuch an authority with refpeft 
to us, the Irifli parliament may exercife it, in rela- 
tion ta them, agreeably to the reciprocal obligations 
of juftice, and the principles of the Englifli Attor- 
ney Gener^l^ 

Adieu. 

LETTER XLII. 

THE unequivocal fteps taken in Ireland by go- 
vernment, in favour of the Roman Catholic 
religion, alarmed the Proteftants. Much diftur- 
bance was likely to enfae. Miniftry, alarmed by 
an apprehenfion of the confequence, now plainly 
perceived, that they had urged the execution of 
their fchemc with precipitancy. To quiet the pub- 
^ . lie fears, and ward off t\K fevere reflexions 
• • ' to which they were expofed, from the oppo- 
fite party, they pretended to be difpleafed with the 
conducfi of Berkley, and difmifled him from his of- 
fice. He was fucceeded by Ae Earl of EiDfex. 

GoVERNMENt' 
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GovERNMEK'i* .were now, in appearance, to 
adopt new meafures, but the fame influence, and 
the fame views, though lefs openly, llill predomi- 
nated. 

You- have fcen that the Recorder, and feveral Pro- 
teftant aldermen, had been difmilTed from the corpo- 
ration of Dublin. They complained of this injury 
to the council board, who determined the meafure 
to be illegally ordered the ejefted aldermen to be 
reinftated, and the proceedings relative to their cx- 
pulfion, to be erafed from the city books, The al- 
dermen were reftored, but the commons refufed to 
cancel the proceedings. Commotions enfued in the 
city, which greatly difturbed thr^ public peace. Law 
proceedings were commenced againft the commons, 
which being likely to prove inefFedlual, the lord 
mayor and aldermen ordered the city books to be 
produced, and fcratched out the proceedings. Mu- 
tual jealoufiefi betwixt the Proteftants and Romm 
Catholics, difficulties continually arifing in the exe- 
cution of the aft of fettlement, orders from the 
King, which could not be obeyed confiftent with 
law, rendered the fituation of Effex hot a little irk- 
fome. One circumftance gave him. much trouble. 
Through the influence of the Duke of York, the 
'Roman Gatholicss were employed, as farmers of the 
revenue. Eflex had oppofed this appointment, be- 
ing afraid, that the power which they derived from 
it, might be prejudicial to the fafety of govern- 
ment. For this he was in danger of being difmif- 
fed from his office -, to prevent which, having com- 
mitted the diredion of public affairs to the Prunate 
and Lord Granard, as juftices, he paffed over into 
England, and by his intereft at court,, having 
#verte4 the ftorm, he returned to Ireland, ftill how- 
ever refolve4 to aft upon the fame principles, with. 

refpedl 
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refpeft to the farmers of the revenue, but to con- 
dudt himfelf naore cautioufly. By his fecret influ- 
ence. Lord Granard reprefented to the council, that 
the fecurity which the farmers had given was not 
fufficient •, upon which the matter was examined, 
and a memorial tranfmitted to England with refpedt 
to it. This obliged the court to appoint commif- 
fioners, to enquire into the affair, in confequence of 
which, the pubHc money was more effeftuaUy fe- 
eured. The part which Effex took in this bufmefis, 
notwithllanding all his addrefs, was not concealed 
from the Duke of York,, whofe difpleafure hte incur- 
red on account of it. By another tranfaftion he 
loft entirely his intereft with the I^ing. Lord Ra- 
nelagh, who had the management of the revenue, 
on feveral occafions tranfmitted money to Charles, 
by which the denoands on government here were 
not regularly difcharged. EiTex; coniplained, and, 
though defired by the King, refufed to pafs Kane* 
lagh's accounts* Such upright condu<5t merited a 
reward; but, on aocount of itj^ CSiarle^ difnuiflfed 
him from his office. 

Lord EfTex feems to have been a man of diftii>- 
guiflied integrity. It is impdTiWe not to feel, with 
the higheft approbation, the fentiments which we 
fometimes meet with in his letters. " The fear,'^ 
fays he, in one of them, *' of tofing any employ- 
ment, hath never, in any meafure, e^>tered into my 
thoughts, fo as to make me do any thing inconfiil- 
cnt with my duty." In another, he declares, 
" What letters foever I receive from his Majefty, I 
neither can nor will obey them, if difagreeable to 
the known laws of the land." Chief governours of 
Ireland, who to gratify their interefted paflkxis, 
meanly comply with the inftrudigns of the miniftry 
that employs them, .however improper in tbem- 
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felves, and prejudicial to the welfare of the king- 
dom, (hould refled upon this (hining example of 
public virtue^ and bluih for their miicondu£t. 

FareweJJ. 

LETTER XLIIL 

THE motives which influence the conduft of 
kings and minifters of ilate^ are often inexpli- 
cable, fometimes marked with the ftrongeft charac- 
ters of mconfiftence. You have feen the views of 
Charles, with refped to the eftablifliment of the 
Roman Catholic religion. You have perceived that 
the meafures adopted for this purppfe, under the 
ikdmlrufiration of Lord Berkley, were fo obnoijuoui? 
to the Protcftants, that he was obliged to fubftitute 
in his place Lord Eifex. But, as during his govern- 
ment, the fame defigm was in agitation, no one 
could poflibly have fuppofed, that upon his removal, 
the Duke of Ormond would have been ere- g 
ated viceroy. Ormond for years had been ' ' ' 
out of fevour, was moft obnoxious to the miniflers, 
and one of the laft men in the kingdom likely to 
fupport their meafures. Notwithftanding, he was 
created lord lieirtenant of Ireland. The caufes of 
this unexpefted change^ feem to be yet unexplain- 
ed. Carte afligns for it the following reafon. Mon- 
mouth had become a reigning favourite with the 
King, who was foUicited by the Dutchefs of Portf- 
mouth and the Lord Tr-eafurer, to commit to him 
the government of Ireland. This alarmed the jea- 
loufy of the Duke of York, who was apprehenfive, 
that if Monmouth Ihould be veiled with fuch pow- 
er, it might render him a formidable rival, in cafe 
that on a fiature occafion, there (hould arife betwixt 
them a -competition for the crown. But he thought 

no 
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no opponent, with refpeft to that office, was fo 
Kkely to difappoint his views as the Duke of Oif- 
mond ; therefore by his influence, he was reftored 
to the favour of Charles, and a third time fent to 
adminifter the affairs of this kingdom. 

You remember, that by. the inftigation of Buck- 
ingham, fevcral charges had been advanced againft 
Ormond, for improper conduA during his late go- 
vernment of Ireland, but none of them had been 
prdvcd, fo as to afFedt him materially. On examin- 
ing the ftatc of the public accounts, it was found 
that the receipts exceeded the dilburfemcnt, for 
fupport of the civil and military cllablifhment, and 
that in his adminiftration government had been 
funk in debt. This appeared plainly to have been 
owing, to fums iflued by the King'*s warrant or au- 
thority, which had not been brought into the ac- 
count. Lord Effex would not give his fandtion to 
fuch proceedings, as they were altogether irregular, 
and an impofition on the people. However, that he 
might not be fubjed to fuch reflexions in future, 
Ormond made it a point, before he left England, 
that rules fhould be laid down, to prevent the King 
from applying the public money to private ufes, as 
formerly. For the time to come, the defigns of the 
crown, with refpett to remiflion of rents, petitions 
for favours, patents, grants, of whatfoever kind, 
were in the firft inftance, to be made known to the 
lord lieutenant, and to have the fanftion of his ap- 
probation. 

Ormond found upon his arrival, that the aflfairs 
of government required particular attention, and 
the moft vigorous exertions. The army was to be 
put on a refpedlable footing ; arrangements were ne-- 
ceflary for the defence of the kingdom ; the enqui- 
ries of the courts, in refpeft.to forfeitures, were to 

be 
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be fo regulated as to prevent iniquitous determina- 
tions, and all this to be done, with fuch a minute at- 
tention to every cirjeumftance, as would put it out 
of the power c^hSti enemies, to take any advantage 
of him. On his own account, as well as that of the 
public, Ormond ftrongly advifed the King to con- 
vene the frifli parliament. This was the only con- 
ftitutional method of procuring money, for fupply- 
ing the exigencies of ftate. Befides, he reprefented 
to his Majefty, that the interference of parliament 
was neceffary, to confirm the decrees of the court of 
<:laims, to put an end to enquiries after forfeited 
lands, now become very grievous to the fulgeft, 
and to ptfs an aft of general indemnity. 

But unexpeftedly, the attention of government 
"was engaged by a different objeft. At this junc- 
ture, miniftry received information, with refpeft to 
what was called the Popifli plot. In this it was 
fuppofed the Irifh were deeply concerned. Sufpi- 
dons of guilt were fixed on feveral perfons in par- 
ticular. On this account, Ormond, by inftruftions 
from government, feized and conveyed, as prifoner 
to the caftle, Peter Talbot, titular archbifhop of/ 
Dublin, though languiihing at the time ynder a 
diftemper. Afterwards, Richard Talbot his bro- 
ther. Lord Mountgarret and his fon, were likewife 
apprehended. Orders were iflued to the lord lieute- 
nant, that Popifli ecclefiaftics ihould leave the king- 
dom, that Roman Catholic feminaries fhould be 
fuppreffed, and that all the Irifli of that perfuafion, 
(hould be obliged to deliver up their arms in twen- 
ty days. 'Though Ormond was very attentive to 
. bis inftruftaoos, and exerted himfelf to preferve the 
public peace, with aftivity, he was accufed by the 
more violent, as not fufficiently attentive to the 
Proteflani caufe, and to the daijgcrs which, in their 
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apprehenfioH, threatened the fafety of the kingdoixh 
In one inftance, thofe who were not gratified with 
his feverity, muft furely have been poiTeiTed of 
fanguinary difpofitious. A number of banditti called 
Tories^ had long infefted Ireland. They watched 
their opportunity^ robbed and then retreated inte 
fallnefles^ where it was very difficult to apprehend 
them. In this time of general alarm, Oruiond 
thought it proper to publifh a proclamation, by 
which the rektions of known tories, were to be 
committed, until the criminals (hould be either killed 
or brought to juftice. By the fame proclamation, 
.every Popiih prieft was to be taken and tra^fported 
in fourteen days, in whofe vicinity ainy murder or 
robbery was committed, and the guilty within that 
time not brought to punifhment. Does not this 
bear fome refemblance to the edifts of a Nero, or 
Caefar Borgias? 

The ftate encouraged all who knew my thing 
of the plot, to difcover it. This prompted num- 
bers to cherifli thofe imaginary fears, which induced 
them to liften to any idle report, that coincided with 
their apprchenfions. Others feized the pr^fent op- 
portunity of gratifying their private refentments. 
Many affcded zeal for the public fervice, to obtain 
rewards. Hence .a number of difcoverers appeared, 
but their accufatbns when taken and examined, 
vanilhed into nothmg. One Fvt?|gBi:ald had been 
fufpefted of guilt, was feized sind call ^^to prifon, 
,He declared he knew much of the plot, on which 
he was fent for to England; where beiiig called 
upon to give the expefted information, his eonfdi^ 
eiice not permitting him to perfift longer in a falfliood, 
obliged him to acknowledge, that the whde was ^ 
forgery. Several perfons accufed were forced over 
to England to be tried there, contrary to law, and 

the 
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the rights of the Irifti conftitution, None of them 
was fo unfortunate as Oliver Plunkct, titular archbi-* 
fhop of Armagh. .Plunket was a man of unexcepti* 
enable charader. . He had alwa^ys been a pe.^ceab^9 
fubjedt, and quite avcrfe in his principles to politi-- 
cal intrigue. Notwithftanding, he was charged v^^ith 
?i. defign^ of raifing feventy thoufand men, for the 
purpofe of an infurreftion* -He had punilhed fome 
of his inferipf clergy, for lewd mdecei\t behaviour, 
which rendered him the objeft of their refentment. 
Thefe were the accufers, upon whofe evidence, in 
fupporjt of a charge, which, no man acquainted vvith 
the cireumftances of Ireland, could believe h^d any 
real foundation,, he was; condemned and executed* 

The Popifti plot made a gyeat npife, and. created 
lEluch difturbange in both kingdoms. Whoever 
^onfiders, that -nothing fo muph as an infurreftion, 
tended to bUft the fl$tte:ring profpedi, opened to the 
Roman Catholics by the Englilh miniftry, ^nd with 
a mind free from prejudice, examines the authentic 
city of. the evidence, by which it was fuppqrted, 
will be induced to believe, th^t no fuch defign ever 
did exift. It appears to have been ^n engine of por: 
litical ftr^tagem, encouraged by bigotry and the 
fpirit of the times. Had not Charles favoured. Ro- 
raan Catholics, and the meafures of government he 
adopted^ been fo prejudicial to the liberties of hig 
people, it would in all probability, hgve never been 
heard of. The natives of this country fufFered by 
it exceedingly. They were difarmedj many of 
their clergy driven from the kingdom. Orders 
were iffued to diflblve their focieties, their convents, 
their fchools, and other feminaries of learning. 
They were not permitted to enter into any caftle or 
walled town. They were forbidden to meet toge- 
ther, even to CQpygrfc on fubjefts, which had nq 
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connexion with either religion or politics. So many 
of the Catholic perfuafion^ were driven from the 
mercantile towns, by the hand of oppreffion, that 
the Proteftants, on account of the ftagnation of 
trade ckrcafioned by it, were obliged to petition 
government, to permit them to return. 

.Farewell. 

LETTER XLIV. 

THE late commotions ocdafifined by the fears 
of an infurreftion, having in a great nica- 
fure fubfided, at the defire of the King, who 
wiflicd for his advice in the pritfent ftate of affairs. 
Of moiid went over to England, haviog appointed the 
Earl of Arran, during his abfehce, to manage the 
affairs of this country^ Too great an attachment to 
prerogative, was the (hade in the character of Or- 
motid, moft prejudicial to his reputation, in the opi- 
nion of pofterity. Of this difpofition he gave a moft 
convincing proof, on the prefent occafion. The 
miferles incident to the govemnteht of his father, 
and the awful cataftrophe which cbfed his unfortu- 
nate reign, had no influence in opening the eyes of 
the King, to the folly of facrificing the public wel- 
fare, to the gratifications of ambition. Poffeffed of 
arbitrary principles, when he afcended the throne, 
they had hitherto, except for a Ihort fpace in the be- 
ginning of his reign, formed the diftinguifhing fea- 
tures of his adminiftration'. His views were every 
day more defpotic, of which, his private intrigues 
with.Lewis King of France, revealed in the original 
letters publifhed by Sir John . Dalrymple, are the 
moft convincing proof- Obftacles had arifen, whicH 
fetarded the gratification of his wiflies ; he now re- 
foivcd to furmount them, and to execute the hoftile 
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fehemes he. had adopted, with refpeft to the Prot©- 
Uant religion, and the rights of the conftitution. 
There was no man more capable of aflSfting him, in 
the profepution of his dcfigns, than the Duke of Or- 
•TOond, 

On opening his views to him,, relative to the civil 
liberties of his people, the opinion of Qrmond was, 
that* as he h^d taken fuch fteps towards eftablKhi'ng 
his authority, he ought to perfevere. So far the 
King and mtnifter agreed, in the propriety of robbing ^ 
freemen of their liberties. But his majefty per- 
ceived, that Orraond could not be prevailed with to 
fiipport bis meafures, refpefting the Roman Catho- 
Hc religion; he therefore refolved to difinirs him 
from his fervice. 

Accordingly, upon the return of the Lord 
Lieutenant to Ireland, he received a letter from his 
Majefty, in which he informed him, that it was ne- 
ceflary to his fervice, that mapy alterations (hould be 
made in Ireland, both in the civil and military de* 
partments, that a number of perfons recommended 
by him muft be difplaced, on which account, and 
for reafons of a firnilar nature, he refolved to re- 
move him from the government, and to place it in 
the hands qf Lord Rochefter. To this open avowal 
of tl^e meafures he was about to adopt, he was en- 
couraged by the ftate of his affairs in England, 
^hich for fome time paft had been moft favoura- 
ble to his wiflies. 

The profpeft of a Popifti fucceflbr, veryjuftly 
gave great uneafinefs to the friends of the Protcftant 
religion, paittjcularly to the amiable Lord Ruffel y 
by his influence, and that of his connexion, a bill 
was introduced into the houfe of commons, for ex- 
cluding the I3uk« of York from the crown. It paf- 
fed the pommons, but was rejcfted by the lords. 
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Provoked by this attempt to carry a meafure ex- 
tremely offenfive to him, and averfe to the political 
principles of thofe who fupported it, Charles dif- 
folved the parliament. From the hopes, that by 
changing the place of meeting from London, alwayii 
attached to liberty, to a town as diftinguiftied for 
paffive obedience, he would i^ieet with lefs oppofiti- 
on, he fummoned a parliament to Oxford. But he 
was difappointed. The members were as refradto- 
ry, as thofe of the former. Nothing would fatisfy 
the Whigs but the bill of exclufion. In two years, 
the King had diffolved three parliaments. From a 
violent impulfe of refentment, he diffolved the pre- 
fent parliament, firmly determined never to affem- 
ble another, a refolution from which he did not de- 
part; To their everlafting difgrace, the tories, who 
were very numerous, triumphed in this tyrannical 
meafure, and by their addreffes and public declara- 
tions, exerted themfelves, and that too fuccefefully, 
in fupport of it. 

The prefent gloomy afpedt of affairs deeply af- 
fefted the friends of liberty, fome of whom, to 
prevent it*s utter deftru^Sion, began to think of 
fchemes to effcd a revolution. The defign was dif- 
covered by government and defeated. The fuf- 
picion of a Popifti infurredion, had injured the 
fdiemes of Charles and his party ; the iffue of the 
Rye houfe plot promoted them. It raifed the confi- 
dence of the tories and Roman Catholics; it depref- 
fed that of the whigs, and, which was a matter of 
no fn?iail confcquence to Charles, it delivered him 
from three men of leading influence, who of all 
others had given the keeneft oppofition to his go- 
vernment. Lord Shaftfbury was compelled to fly 
from his conutry ; Lord Ruffcl and Algernon Syd- 
ney, 
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ney, by a' (hocking perverfipri of law, died, by the 
hands of the executioner. 

Charles might* n^w fafely purfue his meafures 
with refpedt to this country. Agreeably to his in- 
tentions communicated to Ormond, he created Ro- 
chefter lord lieutenant. But he placed a power of the: 
firft cohfequence to the accompliftiment of his views^" 
in the hands of a Roman Catholic. Richard Talbot, 
as lieutenant general, was veiled with the authority) 
of modelling the army, even to the appointment of^ ^ 
jjie loweft officer* 

On the fixth of February fixteen hundred and 
eighty four, death blafted for ever the flattering iex- 
peftations of this ambitious King. His government 
was not more hoftile to the conftitution, than to the 
interefts of religion and virtue in th^fe nations. For 
fome time, previous to his afcending the throne, a 
fpifit of enthufiafm, of bigotry and fuperftition, had 
ftripped religion of her engaging form, given her a 
forbidding afpeft; and'fubftituted a ftridl obfervance 
of the external duties of piety, in the place of moral 
virtue. Macnkiftd are prone to run into oppdGte ex- 
tremes. This propenfity, in t^e prefcnt inftance, 
with refpeft to thefe kingdoms, was heightened by 
the licentious, moft profligate example of Charles 
the Second. Averfe himfelf to every thing ferious, 
the virtues of piety were fidiculed, and all appeatr 
ance of religion baniftied from his court. This un- 
hallowed fpirit defcended through the fevcral orders 
of the people, who, it is much to be appfehendcdi "^ 
feel it's pernicioup influence to this day. 

You remember that this King, when fpcaking 
on a particular wcafipn, of the pf^nion of Sir Hene- 
age Finch, concerning the privileges of the Irilhi par- 
liament, exprefled himfelf very favourably with rcr 
fpedt to them, and yet fever^l Englilh ads wer^ 

L 3 paffed 
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palfed during his wlgn, quite inconfiftcnt With 
them. 

The navigation aft names Ireland, the kit claufe 
of which obliged all (hips p( this country, Importing 
goods from any of our plantations abroad, to touch 
at England, to unfliip their cargoes and re-enter 
them, before they were permitted to return home. 

A BRiTistt aft of the fame reign prohibits the 
exportation of wool, from Ireland to any country, 
ejccept England. Firft it was made highly penal, 
and foon after, which wa^ ufurpation aggravated by 
cruelty, declared to bt felotiy. 

Another Englifh Itatute of Charleis the Second, 
forbids the planting of tolwicco in Ireland. Might 
we not xm the fame principle, have been prohibited 
to plant trees, dr corri, or wheat, or any other vege*- 
table necfeffary to the prefer vation of life ? 

Farewell. 

L fi T T E R XLV. 

JAMES the &Gond, who, m the death of his 
brdthcfr Charles, afcended the throne, was pof-^ 
fefled of the fame afbitrary principles, and c^nly 
r-n. avowed the Roman Catholic religion. In 
carrying forwards the unconftitutional ftiea- 
fures of the former reign, he had been Art aftive in- 
ftrumenti the fame defigns, now that he was in- 
verted with fovereign power^ were to be the rule of 
his government. But before he proceeded with the 
e^cecution of them, it was neceffary that he fliould 
.be eftablilhed on the throne ; he therefore, with the 
tnoft (hamefiil infmcerity, aiTured the council^ what 
he afterwards repeated to the parliamerrt at it^s firft 
meeting, " that he would make it his endeavour to 
iprefcrve ^hfe govemmeht^ both in chur&h and ftate, as 

it 
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it was then by kw eftablilhed, and that he would 
go as far as any man, in prefer ving all the juft riglus 
and liberties of the nation." As James was tho- 
roughly known, fuch declarations could make but a 
very flight impreffion, cither on the minds of the 
friends of liberty and the Proteftant religion^ or on 
thofe of oppofite principles. As. on the death of 
dharles, Rocheftcr had been made treafurer of Eng- 
land, he could not come over lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land. In the mean time, it was determined to 
commit the government of our affairs, to two lords 
juftiges. The perfons chpfen were chancellor Boyle 
and the Earl of Grahard. 

No fymptoms of oppofition to the authority of 
the King having appeared, except in thofe who had 
fupported Monmquth^s rebellion, which was now 
entirely fupprefled, he thought it fio longer necef- 
fary, to delay the execution of tjiofe meafures, which 
he was determined to purfue, In England, he be- 
gan openly to employ in his ftrvice. Roman Catho- 
lics ; in this country, his defigns were ftill more evi- 
dently marked. Until a perfon more agreeable to 
his wiftics could be found, James appointed the 
Earl of Clarendon, whofe filler he had niarried, lord 
lieutenant of this kingdom. 

Upok his arrival, he fbiund the Proteftants in a 
moft difagreeabie fituation. The militia of tha^t 
perfoafion, formed by Ormond to fecure the public 
tranquillity^ having been difaimed, great numbers 
of the banditti mentioned before, ifliied from their 
retreats, and-harraffed them, now unprovided with 
the means of defence. Spies upojn their words and 
tiftions lay in wait, to catch at fomething of which 
they might be accufed. Complaints of them to 
Clarendon daily multiplied, who was obfiged to be 
very circumfpedt in his conduiS, for he knew the 

fentiments 
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fentiments of the King, and the inftrudttons which 
he himfelf hiad received. The feals were taken 
from Boy!e and given to Sir Charles Porter, a needy 
dependant on the crown. Three Roman Catholics 
were placed on the bench, to make way for whom 
ds many Proteftant judges had been removed. Men 
1 686 ^^ ^'^ i^iVCi't religious perfuafion were admitted 
to the counciL The oath of fupremacy was 
difpenfed with, the reformed teachers forbidden to 
touch upon controverfjr^ Catholics were permitted 
to profefs openly their religion, and their ecelefiafti^ 
cal dignitaries to officiate in the habits of their or-, 
der. A regular Popifli hierarchy was eftabliflied, 
and revenues affigned for it's fupport, from the 
rents of the Proteftant bifhopricks. 

RiciHARD Talbot had been ofte of the Roman 
Catholics, who on the arrival of Cromwell had de- 
ferted the kingdom. He went over to the conti- 
nent, where he attended the fortunes of Charles and 
his brother. With Yorkj in confequence of his 
lively obfequioUs manner, and ftill more> of his zea- 
lous profeffions of attachment to topery^ he was a 
particular favourite. But he had no fmcfere regard for 
religion in any form. His charadier was marked by 
infmcerity, by diffipated morals, and by a haughty 
intemperance of palfton, which prompted him to 
treat his inferioris with contempt, and his fuperiors 
with difrefped. In the conclufion of the laft i^eign, 
you recoUedt he had been 'made lieutenant general 
of the army in Ireland, with very extenfive pqwers. 
Some time after the acceffion of James, being cre- 
ated Earl of Tyrconnel, he came over and entered 
Upon office. To thanges both civil, and ecclefiafti--^ 
cal; which had taken place, he had been particularly 
accdflbry, by his influence with government. In his 
own immediate department, he paid no rcjgard to 

1 'the 
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the diftates of either juftice or moderation. He 
difmiffed from the army four thoufand Proteftant 
foldiers^ and three hundred officers, many of whom 
had bought their commifljons. The foldiers he 
ftripped even of their cloaths, and turned them into 
the- world naked and without the means of fupport. 
The officers .went over to the Prince of Orange^ 
with whom they returned to their native country at 

' the revolution. Tyrconnel was now, in the place 
of Lord Rochefter, made lord lieutenant. As 
might be expeded, his adminiftration was diftin- 
guiihed by violence and partiality. 

It was fuppofed, that Porter would be a fubfer- 
vient inftrument of government, but he conduced 
himfelf with fome moderation, and therefore was 
obliged to give up the feals to Sir Alexander Fit- 
Ion, a new convert to Popery, and who had been 
convidted of a capital crime* 

Sir William Domville, thQ attorney general, long 
remarkable for his abilities, and even loyalty, was 
difplaced, to make room for Nagle, a violent par- 
tizan of the Roman Catholic caufe. But three Pro- 
teftant judges now remained upon the bench. The 
changes in the civil and military departments were 
rapid and numerous. Thofe appointed to fill the 
vacant offices, were much inferior to thofe who had 
been difmiffed from them, in knowledge, in abilities 
and experience. 

To fecure a majority in parliament, was with the 
miniftry, an objed of the firft importance. But this 
could ijot be obtained, fo long as corporations gJ^ 
continued in the hands of Proteftants. Aneafy '* 

method was taken to furmount this difficulty. Tyr- 
conncl demanded of the city of Dublin a furrender of 

. their charter. They refufed, and entreated the King 
by petitbn, not to deprive them of their privileges. 

In 



17a THE HISTORY 

In vain. Their right was tried, and through the infiu- 
ence of the court, they were compelled to refinquilh 
it. In a ftiort time, either by furrender, in confe- 
quence of fear or flattery^ or by violence, or by the 
decifion erf* Roman Catholic judges, a confiderable 
number of charters were annihilated. New charters 
were granted, and the corporations, now abfolutely 
at the difpofal of the Lord Lieutenant, filled up 
with a large majority of Roman Catholic electors. 
From a motive, the fame with that which was the 
caufe of this meafurc, Popifli (heriffs were appointed 
for the feveral counties. In the prefent year, fix- 
teen hurrdred and eighty feven, there was but one 
Proteftant flieriff in Ireland, and he was put into the 
office by miftake. Aftions the refult of bigotry 
and of arbitrary principles, are hatefiil at aU times^ 
and in thofeof every denomination, 

Farewell*. 

LETTER XLV|. 

WHEN meafures were adopted, fa unfavoura- 
ble to the Proteftant intereft, as thofe men- 
tioned in my laft, it was not to be expetfted, that 
the univerfity of Dublin would efcape uninjured. 
It did not efcape. Tlie fellows, apprehenfrve of the 
defigns of government with refpedl to it, attempted 
to fend their plate to England, in order to be dif- 
pofed of ; but it was feized by the command of Tyr- 
eonnel, and with great difficulty faved from his ra- 
pacity. Firft one Roman Catholic and then another, 
was defigned to be intruded as fellows into the Ufii- 
verfity. With refpeft to the former, no fuch fel- 
fowfhip as that defigned to be fifled up adtually cx- 
ifted, the latter would not take the oath of fupre- 
juacy^ a& required by the ftatutes,, and therefore was 

rejedted. 
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tejeaed. Tyrconncl felt this dfappointment with 
the warmth of vexation and difpksfure. Govern- 
ment had added to the revenues of the college, a 
yearly penfion of near four hundred pounds ; this he 
flopped to gratify his refentment. In the general 
anxiety and confufion commerce languiflied; of 
courfe the revenue decreafed. Difpleafed with this 
circumftancc, which was afcribed to the meafures of 
Tyrconnel, more violent than his inftruftions jufti- 
fied, miniftry threatened him with their difpleafure ; 
to avert which he paffed over to England, fatisfied 
the King, with refpeA to the propriety of his con- 
duft, and was continued in his government 

His next attempt was to overturn the aft of fet- 
tlement. With this View he fent over Lord Chief 
Jufticc Nugent, and Baron Rice to England as com- 
miffioncrs. They endeavoured, agreeably to their 
inftruftions, to prevail with the King to call a meet- 
ing of the Irilh parliament, a majority of which, 
from -the influence of Roman Catholics in eledions, 
there was no doubt, would have concurred in fuch a 
rneafure. James entered into the idea with warmth, 
but it was rejedled through the influence of the 
council. 

Happily for thefe nations, by the overruling 
Providence of God, a glorious revolution ^-r.r. 
was foon to diflipate the fears and animate the 
hopes, of all concerned for the rights of Britain and 
Ireland. When James began, by more open and 
flagrant encroachments on the conftitution, to give 
convincing proofs of the principles by which he de- 
figned to govern, the friends of liberty caft their 
eyes upon his fon-in-iaw, William Prince of Orange, 
as the only perfon to whom they could apply, for 
deliverance from the dangers by which they were 
threatened. To hiqa, from time to time, numbers 

of 
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of them had reforted, with a view to erigage'him in 
their caufe, and^o concert the meafures neceffary to 
render it fuccefsful. Of this defign, Tyrconnel had 
received early inteHigence, which he immediately 
communicated to the king. James was alarmed^ 
and ordered him to fend over to his afliftance, four 
thoufand troops. This was an impolitic meafure. 
It tended to open the eyes of thofe in Ireland, who 
were doubtful in refpcft to the intentions of the 
king, and the abfence of fo many troops, encouraged 
the exertions of thofe here who were interefted in the 
privileges of this country. Many of the Irifti could 
not be perfuaded to believe, that the reports propa- 
gated on this occafion had any foundation. Their 
eyes were foon opened ; for by this time the Prince 
of Orange had landed in England, where he was foon 
joined by numbers. Succefs promifed to reward his 
glorious undertaking. The affairs of James grew 
every day more defperate. This flattering profpeft 
elevated the friends of liberty in this country, and 
deprefled ^oportionably the fpirit of the oppofite 
party. Tyrconnel grew humble, and endeavoured 
to conciliate the favourable opinion of thofe, whom 
his tyranny had irritated ; at the fame time, he ufed 
•his utmoft endeavours to raife fdldiers. Great num- 
bers of a lower clafs enlifted. No difcipline was 
preferved ; they wanted pay, in confequence of 
which, the country wa« harraffed by their depreda- 
tions. 

Farewelh 

LETTER XLVII. 

FREQUENTLY had the Proteftants of Ire- 
land been made uneafy, by reports, tliat the 
Roman Catholics defigned to rife in arms, with the 

fame 
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fame views which had influenced their conduft, in 
the infurredlion of fixteen hundred and forty ^ggg 
one. They were now dreadfully alarmed, 
from a fimilar caufe. Lord Mountalexander, of the 
county of Down, received a letter from a perfon 
unknown, in which he was informed, that the Irifh 
defigned a general infurredtion, for the dellrudion 
of Proteftants, on the ninth day of the following 
December. Letters communicating the fame in- 
telligence, were conveyed to other gentlemen in the 
North. In the condu^ of fome individuals of the 
Roman Catholics, circujiiftances of fufpicion were 
obferved. On fuch pccafions feeling is all alive. 
The imagination takes hold of every thing and 
magnifies it, which has a tendency to infpire with 
terror. In a ve^j|f ftiprt time, all the Proteftants of 
Ireland received the alarm. They ufed every effort 
to provide again ft the expeded danger ; numbers of 
them deferted their habitations, and prepared to 
feek for fafety in a foreign country. There is no 
evidence to prove thefe apprehenfions had any real 
foundation. Thp ninth of December arrived. All 
continued quiet. 

When the four thoufand men we have menti- 
oned were fent to England, Tyrconnel had re- 
moved the garrifon of Londonderry. He faw his 
error, and commanded a Roman Catholic regiment, 
lately raifed by the Marquifs of Antrim, to march 
to that city, to reprefs any attempts which might 
be made by the inhabitants, hoftile to government. 
They had arrived at Newtownlimavaddy, a village 
about twelve miles diftant, before the citizens of 
Derry were made acquainted with their approach. 
Juft before, they had heard of the fuppofed infur- 
redlion. This circumftancc, which tended to conr 
firm the intelligence, and to ftrengthen {heir fear;5; 

required 
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required immediate deliberation. Opinions were 
various. Time was loft in fruitlefs undedded con- 
fultations. Mean time, two officers arrived to pro- 
vide forage for the regiment, the firft divifion of 
which was at hand. At the critical moment, a few 
apprentice boys, animated by a fudden impulfe, 
which frequently, on great and interefting occafi-p 
ons, takes pofleffion of the heart, flew to the gates,^ 
fhut them, drew up the bridge, and feized the ma- 
gazine. By this fpirited action, thofe who before 
had been irrefolute, were determined. The inhabi- 
tants, without exception, refolved not to admit the 
Iri(h, and to defend the town againft all who (hould 
attempt to injure their lives, their liberty or religi- 
on. When intelligence of this reached Tyrconnel, 
he ordered Lord Mountjoy, with Lundy his lieute- 
nant colonel, to march at the head of fix compa- 
nies, to reduce Derry to obedience. Upon his arri- ' 
val, he and two companies were admitted, on con- 
dition that in fifteen days, pardon fliouW be granted 
to all concerned in the late oppofition to govern- 
ment, that thofe who pleafed fhould have liberty to 
depart from the city, and that, of the troops whom 
they would afterwards receive, one half muft be 
Proteftants. Mountjoy was made governor of the 
town. Th^ inhabitants had confidence in his prin- 
ciples. He entered into their views, determined to 
oppofe all ,who were enemies to them and the con- 
ftitution. Every method was taken to put the place 
into a ftate of defence, and to furnilh it with arms 
and ammunition. 

Enkiskillek, animated by the fpirit which had 
fo honourably diftinguifhed the citizens of Derry, 
refufed to admit two companies, fent by Tyrconnel 
to awe them to obedience. In other parts of the 
Nortb^ particularly in the counties of Down and 

Antrim, 
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Antrim, Proteftants affociated, under the command 
of particular gentien^n, who flood forth, on the 
prefent alarming occafion, in defence of the privile- 
ges of their country. 

I HAVE mentioned, that Ihortly after the arrival 
of William in England, the faireft profpedt of fuc- 
cefs opened to his view. It brightened every day. 
When the power of the tyrant is diffolved, he can 
place no confidence, even in thofe whom he has moft 
obliged, and who have profeffed the ftrongeft at- 
tachment to him, in the day of his profperity. Thus 
it was with the unfortunate James. AH having de* 
ferted him, he was obliged to fly from the kingdom. 
Had the Prince of Orange been poflcfled of the fame 
arbitrary principles, he was now prefcnted with a 
flattering opportunity of feizing the goverrunent* 
But fuch views were totally inconfiftent with his 
fenfe of honor, his benevolence and greatnefs of 
mind. When by his magnanimous eflfbrts, he had 
reftored to the nation the full pofleflion of their pri- 
vileges, he fubmitted to the unreftrained determina- 
tion of the ftates, the fettlement of the empire. By 
them the crown was placed upon Ks head, in con- 
jundion with his amiable confort. But ftill there 
were numbers in the nation unfriendly to his govern- 
ment. The tories were either his concealed or 
avowed enemies. Two Scotch regiments had rebel- 
led. He had reafon to be convinced, that fome of 
the Englifli troops were difaflfcAed. It was uncer- 
tain whether he could place confidence in Lord Dart* 
mouth, the commander of the fleet. Thefe perplex- 
ing and more immediate <A)je6ls of his care, pre- 
vented him from paying that early attention to the 
affairs of Ireland, which they much required. Im- 
preflcd by a juft fenfe of their fituation, he had, in 
January, fey a letter to the convention, prefled them 

to 
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to take . into confidpration this important obje<S, 
Some proteftarit gentlemen who were introduced to 
him^ in order tafolUcit his intcrpofiticm in our behalf, 
faw how heartily he was difpofed to comply with 
their requeft, but that, until the affairs of England 
fliould be fettled, he could do nothing efFedualin 
fupporting his friends in this country. 

In the mean time, he fent over General Hamil- 
ton, .then his prifoner, and who had confiderable in^- 
jfluence with Tyrcgnnel, to perfuade hini to refign 
the government, taking his parole, that if he did 
not fucceed he would return to England. Hamil- 
ton was riot a man of honor. Inftead of perfuading 
his friend to relinquilh the government, he ad- 
vifed him to hold it, continued in Ireland and en- 
tered into the fervice of James. With refpedt to 
the Lord Lieutenant, in order to gain time, he fcnt 
feveral meffages to King William, affuring him that 
he was ready to give up the governmcrit, provided he 
would furnilh him with a decent -apology, by fend-r 
ing over any confiderable body of forces to demand 
it. This he well knew, in the prefent ftate of affairs, 
could not be accompliflied. However, to carry on 
the impofition, and to be free of a man diffaffefted 
to his caufe, he prevailed with Mountjoy to go over 
to France, to reprefent to James, tl^t if he. had 
any hopes of regaining the throne, by the affiftance 
of his Irilh fubjefts, they were ill founded, and that 
he fliould relinquilh the defign. This Lord was the 
dupe of TyrconnePs infidious policy. Upon his ar^ 
rival in France, he was caft into prifon, whilft chief 
baron Rice, who had accompanied him, was em-r 
ployed by James in affifting hi? military operations. 

CoKTRAKY to his exprefs ftipulations with 
Mountjoy, fcarcely had he departed, when Tyrcon- 
nel beg^i) to make vigorous preparations for war, 

He 
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He g^ve orders, that twenty additional regiments^ 
each confiftmg of a thoufand men, (hould be imme- 
diately raifcd by the Roman Catholics, Ei^cept in 
the North, where his commands could not be exe- 
cuted, all the Proteftant foldiers in the kingdom, 
were deprived of the arms which had remained with 
them. The officers were not even indulged, with 
the privilege of wearing their fwords. For the ufe 
of the arniy, he took from different peribns of this 
denomination, ten thoufand horfes, without making 
them any compenfation. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLVIIL 

THOSE of theoppofite caufe, whofe fituation 
would admit of any exertions in fupport of 
it, were not difcouraged by the violent meafures of 
Tyrconnel. 

In fome parts of Ulfter, the Proteftants had the 
fpirit to proclaim William and Mary. A number 
of them had afTembled in the town of Newry, in 
military array. Againft thefe a body of troops 
were detached, under the command of General Ha- 
milton. On the approach of the enemy, they re*^ 
tired, but were overtaken at Dromore and defeated, 
with confiderable lofs. Numbers of them were dif- 
perfed. Of tHofe who remained, fome retired to 
Coleraine, which they fortified, others retreated to 
Ennifkillen. Lord Blaney had collected a body of 
Proteftants, which he was leading to the affiftancie of 
thofe in Coleraine ; they were attacked by the garri- 
fons of Charlemont and Mouritjoy, whom they re* 
pulfed with flaughtcr. Some t'rnie after, Colerain© 
was aflaulted by the Irifli. The place was not tc-V 
nable. Before it was taken, the garrifdn forfook it 

Vol. II. M mi 
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and made good their retreat. The only place of 
refuge, in the more Northern parts, to thofe who 
were obliged to fly from the enemy,- was London- 
derry, the garrifon and citizens of which, were 
about to difplay efforts of patience, of courage and 
lefolution in the common caufe, which have tranf- 
mitted their memory with admiration to pollerity. 

When James found himfelf ftripped of his domi- 
nions, he applied to the Emperor, as a Roman Ca- 
tholic prince, for afftftance. The anfwer to his re- 
queft, inftead of being favourable, reproached him 
with the folly of his paft condudt. He had no re- 
fource but to call himfelf entirely, on the friendftiip 
and protedlion of the King of France. Lewis pro- 
bably commiferated his helplefs fituation. He was 
alfo united to him by a fimilarity of principles, both 
with refpeft to politics and religion. But his en- 
mity to William, with whom he was now at war, 
and jealoufy of the addition made to his power and 
greatntfs, by the acquifition of Britain, was his 
ftrongeft inducement to give James the afliftance he 
defired. He prefented him with four hundred thou- 
fand crowns, and an equipage fuited to his ftation 
as a monarch. He ordered fourteen (hips of war, 
fix frigates, and three fire (hips to be got ready for 
the occafion. He would likewife have furni(hed 
him men. ** No," fays James, ** I will recover my 
own dominions with my own fubjedts, or perifli 
in the attempt." It was a fudden unfteady im- 
pulfe. His fiiture condud was quite inconfiftent 
with this fpirited declaration. As this country was 
the objca of his intended expedition, he engaged in 
his fervice about twelve tboufand Irifli troops, which 
were placed under the command of Marfhal Rofen. 
To thefe were added a hundred French officers, and 
a number of Britiih and Iri(h nobility. The Count 
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D'Avaugh, who on former occafions had given him 
ftrong proofs of regard, was dcfigned to accompany 
him as ambaflador from France. After various de- 
lays, which the intrigues of the minifters of Lewis 
unneceflarily prolonged, James fet fail for Ireland, 
and on the twelfth of March fixteen hundred and 
eighty nine, arrived at Kinfale. Tyrconnel met 
him at Cork, where in reward of his fervices, he 
was created a Duke. From Cork he proceeded to 
Dublin, which he entered in grand proceffion, ac- 
companied by the magiftrates, and by the Roman 
Catholic clergy, in the habiliments of their refpeftive 
orders, who in folemn (late marched along with an 
elevated hoft. Upon enquiring into the ftate of his 
affairs, he found them in a favourable fituation. His 
old army was fteadily attached to his caufe. Thirty 
thoufand foot and eight thoufand horfe, had beea 
lately raifed for his fervice. No part of Ireland, 
except Ulfter, was difobedient to his authority* 
Scarcely any troops to oppofe him, and the coaft^ 
unprovided in (hips for their protedion. 

The friends of James in Scotland, at the head of 
whom was his adlive and zealous partizan Lord 
Dundee, preffed him to tranfport immediately his 
troops into that kingdom, where numbers were 
ready and well difpofed to fupport his caufe. His 
friends in England entreated him to pafs over there, 
to regain his crown by one bold and vigorous exer-? 
tion, or perifli in the attempt, Ireland they aflert^ 
ed, fhould be no immediate objed of his attention, 
a great part of which was already in his poffeffion. 
The fortune of this country would not comman4 
that of England, whereas, on the other hand, Eng- 
land would nceeflarily involve Ireland in it's fate^' 
To thefe counfels, the advice of the French who 
Viere about him, agreeably to their inftru^ioiis, wa? 
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quite oppofite. ** The Scotch," fay they, ^ cannot be 
truflcd; they betrayed your father; they have ex- 
ceeded even the Englilh in their oppofition to your 
family; they have excluded not only him but his 
fon, and his fon's pofterity from the throne." With 
cefped to England, they told him, that there h^ 
could not go with a profped either of fafety or of 
fuccefs. Before his army could be embarked, the 
Britiftiileet would appear and flop it*s paffage. But 
fhould he avoid this, danger, he muft land in the 
Weft, where he would have infuperable obfiacles to 
furmount; there a vidtory would not enfure him 
fuccefs, whereas a defeat would ruin him. On the 
other land, fliould he meet with a defeat in Ireland, 
by the help of his friends he might rife fuperior to 
it. Should he conquer Ireland, it would be a re- 
ceptacle to thofe who efpoufed his caufe, was neat 
France, by aififtance from which, he would be ena- 
bled to purfue his other (chemes with fuccefs. By 
thefe and fuch arguments, James was determined to 
continue where he was, and purfue his fortune. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XLIX. 

JAMES, on his arrival in Ireland, received addref- 
fes from perfons of all religious denominations.' 
To thofe of the Proteftants, who being in his power, 
thought it neceffary to pay him this mark of atten- 
tion, he returned fpecious affurances of regard. The 
heart was not concerned in them. His conduft de- 
termined his real defigns. Every remaining Pro- 
teftant in the council was turned out, whofe places 
were filled by thofe of the Roman Catholic perfua- 
fion. Having paid the neceffary attention to affairs 
Qf ftate, he determined to proceed with his military 
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operations, the firft of which was to attempt the re- 
duftion of Derry, which had fo early and with fo 
much fpirit oppofed his arbitrary defigns. Hither 
he led his army in perfon. 

When Mountjoy fet off for France, the com- 
mand of this important place had been committed 
to Lunday, with refpeft to the reftitude of whofe 
intentions, 1ms condudt in feveral inftances had cre- 
ated fufpicion. A fupply of money, of arms and 
ammunition had been fent to Derry by King Wil- 
liam, but before they were delivered to Lunday, he 
was obliged to take the neceifary oaths. But thefe 
were no pledge of his fidelity, A mind capable of 
treachery, is infenfible to the force of a religious or 
moral obligation. He refolved to feize the firft op- 
portunity, of betraying the town to the enemy. 

With a feeming intention to qppofe the progrefs 
of James, Lunday with his troops h«id feized certain 
pofts within a few miles of Eterry, fituated in the 
line of his march, but when he approached, inftead 
bf afting with fpirit, he retreated, and fhut himfelf 
up in the city, At this time, two Englilh regiments, 
under the command of the Colonels Cunningham 
and Richards, arrived in Lough Foyle. By the de- 
fire of Lunday, the principal officers came up to 
Derry. A council was then held under his diredli- 
on, and conduced in the manner conformable to his. 
views, the refult of which was that the town was 
not tenable, that the officers ftiould privately with- , 
draw, and leave the inhabitants to make the bcft 
terms they could with King Jaijies^ 

When the people were made acquainted with 
this fcandalous, moft reproachful determination, 
they were exceedingly difpleafed, and exclaimed in 
the bitternefs of refentment, that they were be- 
trayed by thofe who were bound to protedk them. 

Ms WhiJft 
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Whilft they were indulgiiig the painful feelings^ ex- 
.cited by their diftrcfTing profpeft^ Murray, a fine fpi* 
rited fellow, whofc honours ftill live in the grateful 
remembrance of his countrymen^ appeared at the 
gates, with a body of horfe, which he had brought 
to the afliftance of the garrifon. Contrary to the 
direftions of Lunday^ they were opened to him by 
the citizens, with ftrong expreffions of joy and 
thankfulnefs. When admitted, the people crowded 
around him. He addreffed them in broken fpeeches ; 
entreated them " to remember glory, fafety, reli- 
gion, themfelves, their country, their pofterity," as 
the prefent exigency and the feelings of his heart 
iuggefted. He gave orders to different perfons 
to Ihut the gates, to arm, to mount the walls, to 
point the guns. Thofc who were refolved to de- 
fend the town, he direfted to tie a white cloth round 
their left arm, as a badge of diftind^ion. 

Lund A V was now fitting in council. Murray 
haftened to him, and ufed every effort to roufe him 
to a fenfe of his duty. But in vain. He was^too 
much loft to the feelings of glory and of honor, to 
be influenced either by the force of perfuafion or the 
bitternefs of reproach. Mean while, J^mes had ap- 
proached to the w^Us, probably confi4ent ftofn a 
reliance on the bafe intentions of Lunday, that he 
would meet with no refiftance. He was deceived. 
The citizens animated t>y the es^arnple and exhorta- 
tions of Murray pointed the guns againft him, killed 
an officer by his fide and obliged hTO to retire. Re- 
fleAing upon the decided part they had now taken, 
upon the gre^tnefs of ^he, danger by which they were 
threatened, and the fnjaU ftr^ngth with which t^iejr 
were provided to oppofe it, they befeeched the of- 
ficers of the two regiments, not to defert then\ in 
their extremity. But they were de^f to the^r m-; 
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treaties. They went ofF to England, accompanied 
by a number of other officers, who equally with 
themfelves, were infenfible to the feelings of honor 
and magnanimity. Murray was offered the com- 
mand of the town ; but he modeftly declined this 
honor- Upon which, they chofe for governors, 
Richard Walker a clergyman and Major Barker, the 
former of whom, by his exertions in their behalf; 
was confpicuoufly diftinguiftied. 

Walker was reftor of a parifh in the county oF 
Tyrone. Warmed by a generous ardour, to be 
ufeful to his country at this critical period, he had' 
raifed a regiment, and ufed every endeavour in be- 
half of the Proterfant caufe. 

When James approached with his army, he re- 
created to Derry, where it was probable his fervices 
would be mdft wanted. Affifted by the counfels of this 
valiant ecclefiaftic, the citizens proceeded to take the* 
meafures, beft fuited to their prefent trying fituatlon. 

That they might not be obliged to maintain 
thofe, whofe flavifti and daftardly fpirits rendered 
them totally unworthy of their regard, all who chofe 
it were permitted to retire. A number left the 
place, among whom was Lunday, who to avoid 
public infult, put on a difguife, and Hole off with a 
load upon his back ; a fituafion perfeftly worthy of 
the bafe fentiments by which he was aftuated. 
About feven hundred and fifty militia, unacquainted 
with the art of war, remained. The fbrtifications 
of the town were weak. Not more thaii twenty 
guns were fit for fervice. James had under his com- 
mand twenty thoufknd regular troops. Courage ani- 
mated by a warm attachment to their deareft privi- 
leges, was to this little band of heroes, the beft and 
the nobleft fubftitute they could have, in the place of 
numbers, of military knowledge, and of the other 
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advantages of which they .were deftitute. As might 
have beene!xpc(3;ed, their mode of defence was con- 
duced by no fixed rule. If a fally was neceflary, 
gr any other fervice to be perfornied, the queftion 
was propofed i who will engage in it ? A volunteer 
ftepped forth, took the lead, and thofe who chofe 
placed themfelves under his command. This pro- 
duced mutual confidence, and a fpirit of generous 
emulation. The irregularity of their exertions con- 
fufed the meafureg of the enemy. 

Murray, by his efforts, added new laurels to 
thofe he had obtained by hie firft difplay of magna- 
nimity. The boldnefs of his adicjns was equalled by 
his manly exhortations, ** It is not,'* cried he, " a few 
military evolutions, nor the movements of arms by 
tule, the mere parade and foppery of war, which 
make foldiers, but ftrong bodies, ftrongcr minds, the 
contempt of dangers and of death." 

A noble fpirit of enthufiafm in the common caufe^ 
animated equally the breafts of the old and the 
young. The women were raifed fuperior to. that 
fenfibility of danger, which is natural to their fcx. 
They affiftcd at the work§, they wrought with their 
hand§, they encouraged the men to perfeverc with 
refolution^ in their glorious undertaking. James 
^battered the towi^ for eleven days, without any 
cffed. Having been able to accomplifti nothing, 
except the incpnfiderable atchievement of reducing 
the fort of Culmore, he left the army and retired to 
Dublin, in difguft. 

Had the prefervation of the hefiegcd depended 
on (caufej;, within the reach of human wifdom and 
courage, they had little to fear ; but they began to 
be threatened with evils, againft which they could 
make no defence. The. heat of the weather pro- 
duced a peftilential difordcr that was fatal to num-? 

bers 
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befs of them, and they were threatened with a fear- 
city of provifions. Whilft they were labouring un- 
der the firft of thefe diftreffes, and afBifted by the 
profpeft of the other, which was ftill more calami- 
tous, thirty (hips, with provifions and five thoufand 
men, fent from England to their relief, appeared m 
the Lough* To prevent their approach, the Iri(h 
had ftretched a boom acrofs the narroweft part of 
the river, and planted batteries on each of the oppo- 
fite (hores. Upon this appearance of danger, Kirk, 
who commanded the armament, inftead of behaving 
with the intrepidity of a foldier, or difcovering any 
tenderncfs for thefittiation of thofe gallant men, in- 
volved in circumftances deeply interefting, fet fail 
and carried his (hips around to Lough Swilly. 

Sir John Fenwick, in his confeflion of a plot 
about this timie formed in England, by feveral per- 
fons of confequence, in favour of James, declared, 
that Kirk had entered into the views of the confpi- 
rators. May not this explain his ftiameful conduft 
on the prefent occafion ? Hope now forfook the be- 
fieged, but not their heroick courage, a trial of 
which more fevere, does not occur in the annals of 
hiftpry. To heighten their feelings occafioned by 
the late grievous difappointment, they had the mor- 
tification to know, that the French fleet had de- 
feated that of the Englifti, commanded by Admiral 
Herbert, and hstd brought a fupply of men and of 
ftores for the fervice of their allies. Their diftreffes 
multiplied. Among thofe carried off by death was 
Baker one of their governors. Mitchelbourne, a 
man in whom they confided, was fubftituted in his 
place. Fifteen officers were buried in one day. 
Though from want and fatigue, numbers were un- 
able to fupport their arms, death was threatened to 
the man who (hould fpeak of furrendering. The 
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accomplifhmcrtt of what could not be cffeAed by- 
power, was now attempted by a horrid • device. 
The cruel Rofen,who commanded the befiegers, 
colledked all the Protcftants of every fcx and age 
for miles round, and drove them under the walls, 
hoping that he would compel the garrifon to fubmit, 
by this fhocking ad of inhumanity. But inftead of 
gaining his point, the magnanimity of thefe wretch- 
ed fufferers, helped to ftrengthen the rcfohition of 
the befieged, in this dreadful alternative. Ck>fe by 
the walk, they fell down upon their knees, and be- 
feechfed the garrifon to perfevere in their defence, 
without paying any regard to their condition. To 
force the Irifli from this deteftable purpofe, the citi- 
zens eredted a gallows, and threatened, that if they 
perfifted in it, they would hang the prifoners. Whe- 
ther this would have ferved any endf is uncertain. 
Three days and three nights, did thefe mifierable 
Proteftants continue expofed to cold, to perpetual 
danger, and to famine, when by the exprefs orders 
of James, Rofen permitted them to departr 

When we confider what ip?uft have been the feel- 
ings of thefe unhappy vidlims, when torn from their 
habitations, what they fuffered by the way, and un- 
der the walls of Derry, and how greatly their cala- 
mities muft have been aggravated, after crawling 
homewards, filled with the feeds of ficknefe and dif- 
eafe, on feeing themfelves bereft of their property, 
their houfes in flames, the miferies of want flaring 
them in the face; a foene more pitiable in itfelf, 
and more deeply marked with the charafters of cru- 
elty, does not perhaps occur in the hiftory of n^an^ 
kind. 

But, to return to Derry, where likewife there is 
not a line in the pifture, not filled with wrctched- 
nefe. The diftrefs of the befieged was:naw encreafr 
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cd> aimoff beyond cionception. Deftitute of human 
food^ they were forced to fubfift upon the flcfti of 
of horfes, dogs and other creatures of that kind, at 
which, unlefs when reduced to extreme neceffity^ 
the ftomach revolts with naufeating difguft. Even 
this rcfource failed ; they were cut off frofti every 
fupply for almoft two days* 

The animating encouragement, and manly ex- 
ample of Walker, were of admirable ufe to them in 
this deplorable fituation. He pointed to the flcy, to 
the churches. Thefe were the holy fanes from 
which their enemies were to drive them, if they 
furvived^ with difgrace ; this the afylum prepared 
for them by their God, if they died with glory in 
his caufe. He afcended the pulpit, and aflured them 
that the Almighty would interpofe in their behalf. 
As if this had been didtated by a prophetic fpirk, 
the aflembly had fcarely departed from his inftruAi- 
ons, when three (hips were difcovcred failing up the 
channel. They were the (hips of Kirk, who how 
was obliged to do what he could have done before 
with honor, and with much greater fafety. The 
Dartmouth frigate led the van. The two (hips 
which followed were filled with provifions. The 
feeble emaciated garrifon crouded to the walls, with 
^ep anxiety and expectation, to behold an event 
which was either to refcue them from mifery, or ex- 
tinguilh for ever the laft gleam of hope. As the 
ftiips advanced, the batteries of the enemy played 
upon them inceflantly. They returned the fire 
with fpirit and refolution. One of the vidtualleris, 
which now occupied the foremoft fiation, as (he was 
pafling on, ftruck the boom. It broke, but unfop* 
tunately, by the rebound, (he ftruck the bottom 
and ftuck faft. The enemy, taking advantage of 
this qircumftanqe, attacked her with redoubled im- 
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petuoftty. But happily^ by the firing of her gtins, 
fhe was extricated^ and accompanied! by the other 
two fliips, came up to the quay. Upon this^ the 
Iriffi fhortly decamped. 

It has been mentioned, that when the fiege con>- 
menced, there were in the city, who bore arms, 
about fe ven thoufand five hundred men. During the 
continuam:€ of it, by the enemy, by famine and dif- 
cafe, three thoufand two hundred had loft their fives. 
Of the remainder, a thoufand were unfit for fervice ; 
the condition of fueh of them as had ftrftained the 
kaft injury, from the accumulated miferies they 
had endured, may eafily be conceived. Confiderable 
numbers of thofe who did not bear arms' periflicrf. 
The fiege had began the middte of April^^ ancj was 
raifed the thirty firft of July, 

This memorable event is a flriking ej^ampfe, of 
the exertions of which men are capable, and the dif- 
ficulties they are^ enabled to fiipport, in the caufe of 
refigion, of liberty and their country. As in itfelf, 
it is fo exceedingly interefting, and the fate of the 
fcingdom fo much depended on it, I have given 
yoii a more particular account of it, than with ref- 
peft to fuch matters in general, is confiftent with 
the laip,its of my defign. 

FarewelK 

LETTER L. 

DURING the fiege of Derry,. the army of 
James had loft eight thoufand men. The re- 
mainder had fcarcefy begun to move ofF, when the 
garrifon, notwithftanding their. enfeebled ftate,. fat- 
lied forth, and for fome time hung upon their rear, 
as they proceeded to Strabane. In the prefent war, 
the Derrymen were of aft others moft enrineatly di- 
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ffinguifticd Numbers behaved in a mannerj at. this 
inierefting period, which refleAs honor upon their 
memory ; in particular, a tribute of praife is due to 
the gallant Ennilkilleners. Thefe fpifited defenders 
of their country and the Proteftant caufe, put them- 
felves under the command of Gullavus Hamilton, 
and openly proclaimed their allegiance to William 
and Mary. Early in the prefent difpute, Crum- 
Caftle, fituated in the neighbourhood of Ennilkillen, 
had been attacked by a party of Irifli commanded 
by Lord Galmoy. The Ennilkilleners came up to 
it's relief^ and defeated the aflailants. 

Two armies i)f the enemy wer^ now in the field. 
One of them, at the head of which was General Sarf- 
field, was attacked and defeated by the Proteflants 
with confiderabk flaughter. The other, commanded 
by the l)uke of Berwick, dire€led it's courfe to En- 
niflcillen, which, after fome inconfiderable fuccefs, 
the approach of General Hamilton obliged to retire. 
Once more Crum-Caftle was inveiled- Macarthy, 
an Irifli officer, fat down before it with fevcn thou- 
fand men. A motion of the Enniikilleners to relieve 
the place, brought on a general engagement with 
the enemy near Newtownbutler, in which the former 
obtained a compdeat vidory- The courage and per- 
fevering exertions of the Proteftants, on this occa- 
fion, were confpicuous ; but to the common foldiers 
of the Irilh diey fcarcely gave any quarter. What 
a pity, that by this violation of the laws of huma- 
nity, they fliould have ftained the glory of fo ho- 
nourable an atchievement i The vidtory at Newtown-* 
butler made a deeper impreflion on the enemy, as it 
happened juft about the time of their being obliged 
to raife the fiege of Derry. 

On his return to Dublin from the North, James 
had convened a meeting of the parliament. The 
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pains taken to fecure a majority of the commonir^ 
favourable to the views of government, have been 
already mentioned. With refpedt to the lords, many 
of the Proteftant peers had left the kingdom ; the 
outlawries of feveral Popifti Lords had been reverf- 
cd ; Roman Catholics had lately been created peers. 
In confequence, there were but nine Proteftant lords, 
temporal and fpiritual, in the upper houfe. Six e»- 
.cepted,.all the lower houfe confiiled of Roman Catho- 
lics. The proceedings of this parliament, were exprd^ 
five of the moft zealous attachment to the intercft'of 
James. They addreflcd him in warm terms of loy^ 
alty and affedtion, they addreffed Lewis of France 
for the aififtance^ he had given him. They pafled an 
aft to recognize his title to the throne, and ftigma- 
tizing the Prince of Orange as an ufurper. To cut 
off the means by which the power of his enemies was 
fupported, they repealed, without exception, the 
adts of fettlement and explanation. In the preamble 
of the bill, which they enadted for this purpofe, the 
Irifti were juftified with refpedt to the infurredtion of 
lixtecn hundred and forty one, and a claufe inferted, 
by which the eftates of all in the three kingdoms were 
forfeited, who had taken up arms againft James, or 
aided thofe who did rebel, or held any correfpon- 
dencc with them, from the firft of Auguft fixteen 
hundred and eighty eight. Their next meafure was 
not only highly impolitic, but fet at open defiance, 
every principle of equity, of juftice and moderation. 
They attainted, as guilty of high treafon, all perfons, 
attached to the Prince of Orange, now abfent, who 
fiiould not return to the kingdom againft a certain 
day^ without making any allowance for age, ficknefs, 
infirmity, or any other circumftance, which might pre* 
vent thofe who were inclined, from complying with 
the injundlion. Py this adt James was put in poflef-t 
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' ffon of the eftates of the abfentees, none of whom 
he had it in his power to pardon after the following 
Novcmben There were afFefted by it a great num7 
bcr of the nobifity of both fexes, fifty one knights, 
eighty three clergymen, and near three thoufand per- 
fons of inferior quality- It is perfeftly aftoniftiing, 
but fo iniquitous were the principles of thofe who 
conducted thisbufinefs, that the law which fubjedted 
fo many perfons to fo grievous a penalty, in refpeft 
to their lives and property, was not publiihcd until 
the time expired, within which they were permitted 
to furrender. A ftatute was likewife enafted by 
by which it was declared, that a<fts of the Britifh iegi- 
ilature could not bind Ireland, and by which writs of 
«ror and appeals to England were taken away. 

The pariiament granted James a monthly fubfi- 
tly of twenty thoufand pounds. But this prodigious 
Cum was not adequate to his neccffities ; therefore, 
by an exertion of his prerogative, he impofed ano- 
ther tax equal to it. The tyrannical principles he 
poffeficd, which in both kingdoms had excited the 
indignation jrf the friends of liberty, and deprived 
him of his throne, are ftrongly mariccd in the reply 
which he made, to thofe who expoftukted with him 
tm fueh an illegal ftretch of power, "If I cannot 
do this,** fays he, ^ I can do nothing.** He now 
had recourfe to a moft detellable expedient to re- 
cruit his finances, which notwithftanding all the 
pains taken to fupply them, were ftill deficient. A 
mint was eftablilhed, in which, by his order, a bafe 
fort of copper was coined into different fweces, 
which he ftamped with a value three hundred times 
greater than their intrinfic worth. All employed 
by him in civil and military departments, wer^ 
(ibliged to receive them in payn^ent, by pa-oclama- 
tion. This yile ^om, the Proteftanta \jrtx^ forced 
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to take, for the commodities which they fold to 
them. To guard againft the lofs they were likely 
to fuftain by it, they purchafed with it various arti- 
cles of commerce, of which James forcibly deprived 
them^ without giving them in return any equiva- 
lent. This tranfadtion, not only with refpedk to 
thofe who were hoftile to his caufe, but his friends^ 
was attended with diftreffing circumftances of ty^ 
ranny. 

Protestakts had fufFered much under the go- 
vernment of Tyrconnel. Their hardihips were now 
multiplied. Contrary to his pofitive engagement 
when he firft arrived in the kingdom, James, be- 
eaufe the fellows would not receive into their num- 
ber a Roman Catholic^ whom he had before endea- 
voured to impofe upon them, forcibly ejeded them 
from the univerfity. He treated the fcholars in the 
fame manner. The office of provoft and library 
keeper were filled with Papifts, In the college was 
placed a garrifon. The chapel was converted into 
a magazine, and feveral of the rooms into prifong. 
Furniture, the library, plate^ every thing belong- 
ing to it were feized for the ufe of government. 
Numbers of the reformed clergy were deprived of 
their churches, and of the means of fubfiftence. At 
kft a proclamation was iflued, by which more than 
five perfons, on pain of death, were forbidden to 
aflemble together, in any church ia the city of 
Dublin. 

During thefe tranfaftions^ Lord Dundee had 
ufed every poflible effort to fupport the intereft of 
James, in the highlands of Scotland. In June, the 
King had'fent over to his afliftance, a reinforcement 
of five hundred men, but to no purpofe. The bat- 
tle of Killikranky, notwithftanding the compleal 
vidlory he obtained^ over the troops of General Mac- 

kay^ 
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kay, was fatkl to the life of Dundee, with him sSl 
the hopes of James periibed in that quarter. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LI. 

THE affairs of England having been reftored, 
in feme meafure, to a Hate of tranquillity. 
King William was enabled to turn his attention 
more particularly, to the fituation of this country. 
To reduce it to obedience, it was indifpen&bly ne^ 
cei&ry, th^t he (hould tranfport hither a confidera-^ 
ble body of forces. But being afraid to truft the fi-^ 
delity of the troops, ,who had-ferved under James, 
he raifed for this fervice twenty three new regi-^ 
mcnts, to whom he refolved to join two battalions 
of Dutchmen, four of French refugees, feme Scotch 
regiments, and fix thoufand mercenary Danes. . The . 
conduft of this expedition was committed to Mar^ 
(halSchomberg, an officer of diftii\gui(hed reputati^ 
pn. Count Solmes was made fecohd in command. 

In reward of Schomberg's paftTervices, and to 
animiate him to the duties of the ' important enter?. 
pri;ze, in which he was engaged, the King cohferred 
upor^ him the garter and a dukedom, iarid the parli^ 
^ment prefented' him with ten thoufand .pounds. 
Chefter was the plaee appointed fpr the armament 
to cmbjark. ;When Schomberg arrived here, he 
met with feveral delays. The troops could not be 
collciaed, a fufidcnt number.cf tranCportswere not 
rea^y^^ nor had proper care bcien tafeenwithrefpedk 
to the foldiers^ ctoaths, and other neceflaries. At 
laft: he embarked/ apd on tte thirteenth of Aiir- 
guft, landed near Bangor in 'the countyof Down; 
with about fix thoufand men. The places contigu- 
ous were jnTOediateJjabradsancd by. the^enemyf 

;Vpjs-. II. N 
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^qegt C^mckfergus^ of wWch' they determifted, it 
poffible,.to keep poffeflitm. The Englrfti general 
gttJfeKed it by fea and land, and obliged the garri- 
fon to capitulate in four days. Here he was joined 
by more of the. troops fiotfi England, by the forces 
•which Kirk had brought over to Ireland, and by the 
Jjrave Enniflcillen^rs. ' 

As the artilliery .*(6rfes had not yet arrived, he or- 
dered the cannon* by: fea to Cariingford, whiffl: he 
ccndudkcd Ae army thither by land, feefore he ad- 
vanccid, the enemy burned that town and Newry. 
He piit a ftop to fuch barbarifies, by declaring that 
tf , thfey perfifted in them he would (hew no quarter, 
^chonibcrg prdcccded forward, until he canic within 
a tnide of DundWk. 

As the fleet with the cannon and other necelTaries 
\bd ndt yet arrived, arid hiis. men, a great part of 
whdln were new levies, fed confiderably fuififered by 
thclr^ march, here be encamped. On the front, to- 
waf d& the Weft, a river protcftcd him frorh the 
enemy, on the Weft, Newry mountains, and on 
the Nor A, hiils:afld bogs intexnliked/ 
^ .Bu^ there were other evils, which he could not 
f)revcht, and by which he was exceedingly injured. 
Unprovided in many neccflaries, prevented frgm 
c^istdfc^ confined in a damp fitiiation, and expofed 
to rainy weather, hm foldiers were felzed by fick- 
nefs^ wMch a peftitential difeafe, that unfortunately 
broke tout in riie camp^ greatly aggicavated. From 
thefe diftreflcs^ the enemy who we*e encamped on 
the rieighbourmg hiiis, ind in firil oommand of the 
Often country, were in a great meafure exempted. 
IrHs fevo'firable: drcuiJiftance, their great fuperio^ 
lity m numbers arid other advantages, induced 
them to'ufe every :OTdeav(5ur- to bring Schdmberg to 
aff eng3genientj'btit te'^arefolty fcvbided a battle, jt^ 
•n -^ .1 . ^hith. 
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Avhich, it appears from his letters, where he gives 4 
very aflfedling view, of the many xin&vourable cir- 
cumftances and diftrefles in his fituation, he was 
perfeftly juftified, • ' 

Upon the approach of Winter, each army broke 
up their camp in order to retire into quarters* 
That of the Englilh prefented a fcene of human ca- 
lamity, quinc fhocktng to the Imagination. The 
whole camp, from the number of the difeafed, ap- 
peared like one common hofpital. When the fick 
were to be removed, from an apprehenfion of the 
aggravating pains tliey were about to endure, they 
filled the ^ir with their cries and lamentations.. The. 
miferic§ they anticipated Were more than realized. 
By the jolting of the waggons, the feverity of the 
weather, the groans of the dying aground tbem, and 
the fight 6f the dead bodies, which ftrewed ihe road 
as they pafled along, their fituation was rendiered 
dreadful beyond defeription. Some of them cried 
out in anguifh to their companions for affiftance ; 
others, funk by their' fufferings into the depth of def- 
pair, adjured thofe around to kill them and put an 
end to their mifery. The moft obdurate b^oldera 
could not look at fuch fpedlacles of wretch^nefsj^ 
without exquifite, fenfibility. Schorpberg was deeply 
affliibcd by the general calamity, which hy every 
attention in his power, he endeavoured to alleviate; 
He was eighty years of age, and therefore iil quali- 
fied, for bearing th^ diftrcffes of ftjch an aflfefting 
fcene. From the time that the foldiers entered the 
eamp, eight thoufand of them died of diftemperar^ 
l^ure, ' 

• FarewelU! 
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LETTER Lit 

THfi people of England being much difap* 
pointed, made loud coAiptaints v^ith refpeft 
to this unfortunate expedition. Tories in particular 
took advantage of ii^ to enflamc the difcontents of 
thofe, who were difpofed to be diflatisfied with the 
revolution. In the houfe of commons, ftrift enqui- 
rieis were made cohcerning the caufes of the ill fuc- 
cefs, which had attended the operations of the army. 
Among others^ it appeared that Shales the pur- 
veyor,, had been highly culpable, 'with refpeft to fe- 
yeral matters entrufted to his care, more efpecially 
the artillery and provifions^ In confequence of 
which ht was feizcd and ordered into cuftody. 

Mean while, Schomberg exerted himfelf with 
the greateft indullry, to put himfelf into a capacity 
of retrieving his late misfortune. He ufed every 
means, and that fuccefsfiiUy, of reftoring to health 
the difeafed foldiers. He fent to England for re- 
cruits, to fill up the place of thofe who had periflied. 
By th^co-operation of governnient with his endea- 
vourif^ a reinforcement of Danes was fent to him, 
under the command of the Prince of Wirtemberg, 
which confiderably encreafisd his ftrength. Thefe 
efforts, the defeat of the Duke of Berwick at Cavan 
by the Ennifkilleners, with the apprehenfion, that 
the enemy would receive ftili more formidable aC- 
fiftance from England, previous to the enfuing cam- 
paign, obliged James to apply to France for a rein- 
forcement. Lewis fent him five thoufand foldiers^ 
under the command of Count Lauzun. For them, 
he exchanged an equal number of his own fubje£ts, 
whom he found from experience, to be incapable, of 
themfclves, to fupport his exertions for recovery of 
7 c ;/ the 
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the crown. He thought alfo, that by this means, a 
fpirit of emulous competition would be eitcited in 
the foldlers of both nations. 

In Spring, the Englifli reduced Charlemont, a 
place of confiderable importance. Schom- g 
berg detached Caillemot, a fpirited officer, ^ ' 
againft it with a body of troops. O'Regan the go- 
vernor, rqade a brave defence^ hut want of provifions 
obliged him to furrcnder. 

For fome time, William had refolved to come over 
and take upon him in perfon, the conduit of the Irifti 
war. The f^me Rarty fpirit, which had created to 
him in other refpedts perplexing difficulties, delayed 
the execution of this defign. Prom the beginning, 
he had nothing to expedt from the difaffcAed, but 
cppofition lo the meafures of his government. 
That his endeavours to promote the public good 
ftiould be counteradted, that in alnioft every in- 
flance, he fhould experience the moft unfriendly 
jealoufy, from the very men who had placed him on 
the throne ; men who by every tie of honor and 
every principle of gratitude, were called upon to 
treat him with that refpeft and veneration, due to 
the friend of their violated rights and the faviour 
of their country, was a pircunaftanQC of which he 
could have had jio conception. 

He felt it with the ftrongeft difpleafure. In his 
moments of bitter chagnn, he had thoughts of refin- 
quifhing the government, and of returning to Hol- 
land, to be delivered froni Ae ^inquietudes, afifing 
from fuch difliQhourable and unmerited uf4ge. As 
the parliament could not be prevailed with, to grant 
him the neceflary fupplies, he diffi^lved it, changed 
his niinifters, caft himfelf upon the tories who en- 
gaged to fiipport him, and having committed the 
government to the Qgeen, acccHRpanied by Frii[iQe 

N 3 George 
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George of Denmark^ aiid a number of his moft re- 
fpfeftable nobility, fet off for Ireland, and to the 
unfpeakablc joy of the friends of liberty and the. /JC 7 
Proteftant religi(»i, arrived at Carrickfergus on the ,^<^fCj 
fourteenth of June fixteen hundred and ninety. He^ . . -, 
had not a moment to lofe. His abftnce from Eng- ' ^ 
land was quite inconvenient, even dangerous to his 
affairs. Parties there werfe ftill in a commotion, 
each purfuing their refpedtive objeft^j vyith i degrefe. 
of intemperance, whifch even his owjt prefenee was 
infufficifent to reftrain. 

France was bufy in rAakirg formidable prepa*- 
i&tionsi every hotir ftrengthened the imprelBons un- 
favourable to his ciufe^ bcoafic^ed by the difap* 
poifitrtients'of the laft cimjpaign. James daily en*^ 
creafed in forccw Having tecctved an addrefs fron% 
t^ Proteftant ctergy of Ulfter, and.iffiied a f>rocla- 
matron, by *rhxch he ddclated., that all dtitifii} fiibjedS 
fliould be pfoteded in their ri^s, 'aiid enjoined-aft 
officers, iiid foldiers to obferve ftridl mililtary difeit 
pline,. and in no refpedks td injure the inhabitant, hb 
fet off with his a^rmy. . "^ 

At HiUibor«Gfgh, fi?om -a fenfe of juftice and of 
gratitude, to men tvho had fiiffered mtaclDiri hi&daufti 
arid were fttt)ngry attached to the .priticipks of the 
revolution, he granted by warratit twelve htindred 
pdunfls annuaty, to tfefe ftrirtiftfers of Prsfbytewan 
diffentiflg congrega^lcSiS ^ft Irfela^. " ChcUies the 
Secoind bad madfe them ^a ffmilftr actaowlegementj 
for ^beir attachmenft % the crown. 

Ali, bis Foi^ces being colle^ed from their fe^reraf 
<piarte¥s of <iant6nmenf , met the^irng At Loagl*riokJ- 
larfd. "He reviewed '^hem Whh mintite rattelit?K)ns 
and difcoveredi^artidiil^ follteirAdfe) that they ftibaWi 
be prbVhfed wi4?h every ttecel&ry'; of *ife hfe ^wa? 
inorc anXiouS) than fh« he tiimfelf^ flifeilld feave tht 
. > f. — luxuries 
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luxuries fuited to hij; raiik. "Let them not'wapt, I 
(hall drink water,** was the reply which he gaade to- 
a.perfon, who produced him an order to be figned, 
for wine to his own table. As they qiarched along, 
he was all attentbn, fbrnhtimes in the Van, fome- 
times in the rear, examining the country through 
>vhich they were to pafs, and every' thing in- wfiic]^ 
diey were concerned, with z tcnderhefs and care 
highly pleafing to them. ' -' :• 

As he advanced to Dundalfc, the army of Jfamei* 
ntreated, and tooW po^ on* the oppofite banks of 
the Boyne. 

The counfelloTjB tf James were of different opi- 
nions, with rel^)cft to the part he fliould aiSt on flic 
prefent occafion; Said fome of the officers he cori- 
fulted, " France is ready to invadd England, and 
alfp prepared to attack the l&riti(h^ tranfports, when- 
ever the (hips ^Wa* return by which fhey are now 
protedtedi if therefore he would ftrengthen the- 
giurrifons, repeat to Murifter,' and there ufe the 
inoft eflfedlual .methods of annoiying the enemy, he 
would be ready to take advantage of cither of thefe 
events, ^jvhich ai6uld it happen, would oblige AVil- 
liam to evacuate the' kingdom,' and leave him with^ 
but a compet^of,J 'to purfue the entire conc^ueft of 
it. Whfereas, 4f • h6 rifqued an engagenieiit, and it 
ftiould prove liftfortunate, -his cajife would be* irre^ 
tridvably ruined.'*' 

In oppofitioii*t6 this advice, ©th^rs of his friends 
Moer^ of opinion, *^that if he tiarned his back upon 
the Englifh, and waged a defcnfive war, it would 
ruin his reputationi* difcourage his adherfen^, and 
;AusbUft all his flattering prdfpedte.*^ James adoptej^ 
(thefe .fentiment3, and d^termitted to fight, to which 
^e was induced by the additional confid^atioii, that 

thfc 
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the l^refcnt pofitlon df his^ arfey was rtiiich to hrt 
advantage^ 

Adieu* 

LETTER LIII. 

EARLY ia the morning of the laft day of Jun^/ 
the Proteftant! troops advanced to the banka 
of the Boyne. The Irilh army v(as encamped on! 
the oppofite fide. , To their right lay Drogheda, 
which James occupied by a garnfon^ on th^ir left a 
difficult morafs, which communicated by a narrow 
pafs with the bridge of Slain/ that lay three .miles 
higher up the river. In front lay the Boyne, fe- 
cured by fteep rugged banks and foroe pieces of ar-- 
tillery, on their rear lay the villajg^ of Donore and 
narrow pafs of Duleek. Donore flood on high 
ground, from which there w^s a profpe£t of the ^d- 
jaqent country^ 

As King William was reconnoitring their fituji- 
tion, he was ohferved by the enemy, a party of 
whom under cover of a hedge, brought down to- 
wards the river a field piece unperoeived, and fired 
at him* The ball wounded him (lightly. Upon 
this accident, tiumbf^rs of hi^ attendjants gathered 
around, anxious to know the injury he had received, 
and to give hjini the i^eceflary afliftance. From thi^ 
circumftance, the Irilh concluded he wfj$ ^ain. Th^ 
report flew to Dublin, and from thence to Earis, 
where it was .firmly believed, and public rejoicings 
made on account of it. 

W;«-LIAM,. whom Providence mercifully prcr 
ferved, to be a farther bleffing to thefe kingdoms, 
mounted his horfe, and rode, through the camp, to 
diffipfrte any fears which his troops might have en- 
tertained, in refpeft to his fafcty. In the evening he 

called 
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eialled a council of war, not to afk their opinion, the 
ftatc of his affairs being too critical to admit of de- 
liberation, but to inform them, that he was refolved 
to pafs the Boyne next morning to fight the ene- 
ifty, and to give fomc inftrudtions to the officers in 
their feveral departments. He did not then com- 
municate to them the plan of the fcattle ; when late 
he fcnt it to their tents. He fufpeded that fome of 
them were difafFcfted to his caufe, who had they 
received earlier inforniation of it, might have con- 
veyed it to the Irifli. 

According to the plan, the army was to be led 
tct the charge in three divifions ; that on the right, 
to be commanded by count Schombetg and General 
Douglas, the center by Duke Schomberg, and the 
kft by King William. The river had been care- 
fully examined, and in the places pointed out,^?ras to 
be eroded feparately, by each of thefe divifions. 

The army of Wilfiam confifted of thirty fix 
thoufand men, that of James, of thirty three thou- 

fand. 

Early next morning, the aufpicious firft of 
July, the right wing fet off mpidly up the river. 
James faw this movement from the heights of Do- 
nore, and fuppofing that the whole of the Englifh 
larmy would take the fame dircdlion, fent off large 
detachilfccnts to oppofiite banks of the river. Count 
Schomberg prefled on, with fo much expedition, 
that before they could get forward to intercept him, 
he reached the ford above the bridge of Slain, vrhich 
he intended to pafs, croffed it, and led his men 
down the river with intrepidity. Aftoniflied at his 
boldnefs, the enemy gave way and fled. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs, the part of the center com- 
pofed of the Dutch guards and Brandenburghers, 
the former leading the van, advanced td the Boyne, 

which 
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which they paffed with confideraWe cfifficulty, dif», 
lodged the enemy, and made good their ground on 
the oppofite bank- Here? they formed, and ad- 
vanced forwards,^ fupported bx a body of Englift, 
and by the French Hugonots, «Ki the Danes, who 
by this time had paffcd the riyer. Upon their ap- 
proach. General Hamihqn who with the horfe and 
a part* of the Irifh infantry, had been ppfted 
on the rifing grounds,, attacked them with \mpp^ 
ofxty. Unable to withftand the (bock they broke, 
and retreated in confufion. I^cre C^iljempt, th^ 
brave leader of the Hugonots,. received a mortal 
wounds as his foldiers were carrying Wm breeding 
off the field of battle, he p^ertcd iiis ^tmpft 
llrength, and thus animated his men tp repover tfe^r 
loft honor, with his expiring breath, ^ to gbry, py 
boys! to glory!" At this ic?ritical moment, Puke 
Schomberg, with a corps de refer ve,. pafffd r^jaadljf 
tlKough the river^ placed Wnifeif at the head cif .the 
Hugonots, and pointing to fome Frenchregiraenf? 
which he meant to attack, *' come on gentjemen,'* 
fays lie, " there are your perfecutors.'* He fpoke 
no .more. As he was .advancing to the charge, ^ 
party of Hamilton's dragoons^ jwho had ^eflcd on 
to the river, and were K^wrBing from ?the purfuit, 
as they paffe^ by^ wounded and tookWm prifoner. 
Tlie Hugonots fired upoia ttem in a fcyrry, -without 
knowing t^at' Schomberg was among them, ^and on-*' 
fortunately tkUle^ :him. 

The center of both arWies ;hj^d now recovered 
from their confufion, :and -were jags^i^ pr^p^^jtqg to 
• engage, -when ffae attention of the.rig^t wing of^be 
Jrifh w^s turned to King Willian[i, who, haying.crofr 
Jfcd the river towards Droghcda, wias rbearing dowtt 
upon them rapidly, at the bead of bis^cavalry* They 
,fi>runk frpm^the attack, wheeled about, land rctreatr 
; ed; 
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^d ; but after a little, they faced round, and attacked 
the Engliih horfe with fuch fpirit, that they forced 
them in their turn to give way. The Enniikilleoerff 
were near* In this emergence, his Majefty rode up 
to them, and a(ked, " What will you do for me?" 
Their conduiSt in this trying circumftance, was wor- 
thy of the honorable character they had hitherto 
fuftmned. They advatKCd with intrepidity to the 
charge: After fome time, the infantry of the enemy 
were finally repulfed. Their horfe iikewife refufcd 
kmg^r td fuftaifi the conflid, Nothing now re- 
mained for the officers, 45ut to collect their fcattered 
forces and t6 ctodudt the tetreat, which they did 
With grtet ordtt and regularity. 

In this memorable arid decifive engagement, the 
goodheft of Providence to thefe nations, which hath 
fo often appeared in iheir favour, was Signally ma- 
nifefted. Upon it depended the fafety of the Pro- 
teftaat religion, and the liberty of the Britifti empire^ 
From the prefeht critical fituation of afl&irs, there is 
every reafon to fiippofe, that had James been victo- 
rious, be would have been reinftated on the throne. 
Irritated by oppofition, trhimphant over ail his ene- 
mies, and free from every rcftratnt, notbing then 
coiuld^ hkve been expefted, but that he would have 
tfampfed . upon our rights civil and religious, and 
adopted the moft . arbitrary defigns, as the ruling 
priiidpies of bis government. 
. Ik the battle of the Boyjie, the En^ifh loft five 
hundred ttien, -the irilb were fuppofed to have loft 
Hhree ttrties^the number. 

Not H INC can afford a more ftriking contraft, 
•than the condu<it 6f King William and that of James 
during the engagement. William from the begin- 
ning of the battle, was all alive, all fpirit, and atten- 
livc to every circumftance. His a<5tiyity was unre- 
mitting, 
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mitting, and his courage molf confpicuous. Wherc^ 
ever his prefence and his example were neceflary, 
he difcharged his duty with magnanimity, though 
often expofed to the moft imminent danger. Amidft 
the exertions of his courage, and the confufions in- 
feparable from fuch a fcene, he was perfeftly col- 
leded ; of which the following is a very remarkable 
inftance : — ^In the heat of the engagement, one of 
his own foldiers, through miftake, fuppofing him to 
be an enemy, prefented a piftol to his head ; Wil- 
liam, not in the leaft difconcerted by this imminent 
danger, calmly put it by ** what, (aid he, do not 
you know your friends? James inftead of ntingling 
in the battle, or difcharging with f^irit the duties of 
a general, upon an occafion in which the lives of his 
principal friends were at ftake, and in which his ho-^ 
nor and fortunes were fo deeply intercfted, kept 
himfelf at a diftancc from the fcene of aftion, as if 
he had been no more concerned in the event than a 
common fpeftator; Did this proceed from any want 
of confidence in the reftitude of his caufe? When 
James was adniiral of the Britifii fleet, he exhibited 
proofs of diftinguifhed courage- His conduA during 
the action and-fubfcquent to it were equally ^ifi 
graceful Though in a country devoted to his 
fervice, he might have kept, the field, and eafily 
repaired the inconfiderable lofs he had Tuftained^ 
immediately after the engagement, he haftcned to 
Dublin, where he ^embfed the magiftrates and 
council ; exprefifed mueb diflatisfaftion at the con- 
duft of his troops ; told them that P»vidcnce did 
not feem to favour his caufe, that he was ftill inte^ 
refted in their welfare, but that it was moft pri^- 
dent for them, in the prefent emergence^ to fubmit 
to the Prince of Orange, He then proceeded with 
all poffible expedition to Waterford^ and embarked 

for 
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for France. His departure was haftcned by a letter 
from Lewis, in which he preffed him to go over, to 
embark with a body of troops, which he was then 
preparing for the inyalion of England. But when 
he was informed that James had been vanquiflied at 
the Boyne, and that his affairs had fo very unfa* 
vourable an afpedt, he dropt the defign. 

Adieu, 

LETTER LIV. 

THE life of William had been very much che- 
quered, by the viciffitudes of profperous and 
adverfe fortune. Of this he experienced a ftriking 
inftance, on the prefent occafion. Immediately after 
the late battle, he received intelligence from Eng- 
land, that foon after his dep>arture, a moft danger- 
ous plot againil his government had been difcover- 
ed ; that a number of the confpirators were feized, 
but that how many more were concerned in it, it 
was impoflibte to fay ; that a French fleet, by con- 
cert, in order to favour the defign, having appeared 
off the Englifli coafl, was attacked by Lord Torring- 
teji, the Britifli admiral, off Beachy Head, whom 
the/ defeated, and obliged to retire to the Thames » 
that about the fame time, the Dutch army had 
come to m engagement, at Flirus, with that of 
France, and had the misfortune to be vanquiflied- 
This combination, of unfavourable circumftances, 
pointed out to him the neceflity of hapftening from 
Ireland, with ^11 poflible expedition. But he could 
not return immediately, without rifquing all the ad- 
vantages of which his had now the faireft profpedt- 

^The garrifon of Drogheda, intimidated by t-he 
lat<^ fuccefs of his arms, dropt all thoughts of oppo- 
ipLtion, and permitted his troops to take poflcffion of 

the 
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the town. He then proceeded to liubBn, wliicft 
had futenitted to his government, publicly returned 
thanks to God for the fignal viftory he had granted 
him, received an addrefs from the Proteftant dergy^ 
and then returned to his army which he had left en- 
camped at Finglas. Here he puWifhed a proclama- 
tion, by which, all in arms of a lower clafs, were 
promifed pardon, upon fubmitting to his authority. 
Had the King, on reafonable terms, extended the 
offer of forgivenefs, to the perfons principally con- 
cerned in the rebellion, it is highly probable they 
would have embraced it, and that the nation would 
immediately have returned to a ftate of tranquillity. 
But he was prevailed with to except them, by the 
influence of thofe^ who ca/l a rapacious eye on the 
property of others, which they wiflied to po0efs^ in- 
fenfible to the obligations of jiiftice, and to th^ inte- 
reft of their country. Cummiffioners were appointed, 
to afcertain and take poflfeflion of the forfeited lands^ 
Thefe harpies violated proteAioris, oppreffed the 
weak ; they executed their orders, in violation of 
the common diftates of humanity. The leading 
men of the Irilh, who had efpoufed the intereft of 
James, being thus driven to extremity, refolved to 
continue the war. 

As the exception in the proclamation was inde- 
terminate, pointing out only in general terms, " the 
defperate leaders in the rebellion,'* every mart feared 
for himfelf, who could poffibly be affefted by it. It 
was the intereft and the ftudy of all thefe, to pre- 
vent thofe of an inferior order from laying down 
their arms. Hence the offer of pardon coulcj have 
little effeft. 

William now put his army in motion, and pro- 
ceeding along the fea coaft, fo as. to preferve the 
communication with his fleet, advanced to Munftcr. 

In 
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in a fliort time, Wexford, ClonmeU, Waterford and 
the fort of Dimcannon furrendered to his arms. 

iv this ttmfe, the li^rench fleet had appeared a fe- 
cond time on the BritHh coaft. The King deter* 
mined immediately to embark for England ^ but, 
being informed that the enemy, without effecting 
any thing of confequeilce, had retired, he changed 
his intention, and went oft with his military operati- 
ons. The principal objeA which now engaged his 
attention was Limferick: Here he advanced with a 
confiderable part of his troops, where (hortty after 
his arrival, he was joined by General Douglas, who 
with a detachment, had made an unfuccefsful attack 
upon Athlone. Limerick was well fortified, more ef- 
"pecially that part of it called Englilh-town, Boileau 
a Frenchman commanded the garrifon, which con- 
fiftied of fourteen regiments of foot and five of caval- 
ry, befides a body of forces for it's affiftance, which 
was pofted in the vicinity, under the command of 
Tyrconnel. On* being fummoned to furrender, Boi- 
icau returned this fpirited reply, " Iwifli to gain 
the Prince of Grangers good opinion, which I cannot 
obtain, Unlefs I defend well the poft committed to 
my care.** His valorous conduct juffified this mag- 
nanimity* The liege commenced* When the King 
left Dublin, he did not bring along with him his 
trafm of battering cannon. It was now coming for- 
ward to him. Sarsfield, one of ""the Irifti generals, 
having received intelligence of this, fet out with 
a detachment from Limerick, furprifed the efcort^ 
tut it off, and deftroyed the artillery* King Wil- 
liam, who liad heard of the march of Sarsfield, fent 
Sir John Lanier with five hundred men to inter- 
cept hitri, but he efcaped^ and returned fafe to Li- 
mericks 

" - : r<> 
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To remedy this difafter, cannon was collefted 
from different places, and the ficge conduced with 
fpirit. The town was defended with equal rcfoluti- 
on. At laft, a breach. was made in the walls of 
fome confiderable fize; Five hundred grenadiers 
advanced to the affault, repulfed the enemy and 
paffed the breach. A number of them paffed into 
the town. The garrifon now rallied, attacked the 
aflaiknts in their turn, killed or wounded almoft 
the whole of them, and advanced to the breach 
which they obftinately defended. Three hours was 
the alfault continued with great violence, a^d fuf- 
tained by the enemy with obftinate valour. King 
William, having five hundred men killed, more 
than a thoufand wounded, and finding that farther 
efforts would be vaAn, drew off his men. Several 
unfavourable circumftances, particularly the ad» 
vanced feafon, and the probable confcquences of it 
to the health and fafety of his troops, determined 
him to give up the defign. He raifed the ficge. 
Having created Lord Sydney, and Thomas Kon- 
ingfby juftices, and placed the army under the com- 
mand of Count Solmes and General Ginkle, he lefj 
the kingdom. 

Upon his arrival in England, finding that there 
were five hundred troops unemployed, and that the 
the French fleet was laid up for the feafon, he re- 
folved to fend them to Ireland, under the command 
of the Earl of Marlborough, to reduce Cork and Kin^^ 
fale, a defign which he had formed before he left 
this country. About the middle of September, 
Marlborough landed near Cork, and being reinforced 
by near five thoufand men, laid fiege to that town. 
But fhortly after, the Duke of Wirtembferg arriveci 
in the Camp. He was a fovereign Prince ancj.tl^rer 
fore claimed the command. Marlborough pleaded 

that - 
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Ch»t it was :Ks right by the Kkig'3 appointment. 
But, that the public fervice might not be injured by 
this difpute, he ftibraitted to a comprxmiife. They 
agreed to command each day alternately. The atr 
tack having been continued for fome time, a brcadi 
was made In the wall, upon which preparation^ 
were got ready for an affault. The garrifon wanted 
annnunition. Being thus deprived of the means of 
making farther refiftance, it capitulated. Next day 
after the furrcnder. Brigadier ViUi^is was detach- 
ed to Kinfale, with five hundred men. Upon their 
approach, the governor fet fire to the town and re^ 
tired, with a reflation to maintain two forts, fitu« 
ated in the neighbourhood, Againft one of the 
forts, the 4)perations commenced on the lafli day of 
September, arid the fecond of October it was taken 
by ftorm. The 6ther was then attacked. In ten 
days it furrendcred. In about three weeks, thd 
whole bufmefs was finidied. This rapid fuccefi 
gained Marlborough much reputatbn. 

FarewelU 

I, E T T E R LV. 

COUNT Sohnes having departed from Irelandj^ 
the folc command ef the army had devolved 
upon Ginkle, who now removed into Winter quar- 
ters. The fituation of the country became truly 
deplorable. The Iri(h, having little to fubfift upon 
but the brafs money, jealous of the French, who af- 
fedked to treat them as inferiors, provoked by the* 
fuccefs of the Englifh, and particularly irritated by 
the forfeiture of their lands, indulged themfelves 
without rcftraint, in adfcs of rapacity. The French* 
engaged on their fide, imitated this example. The 
Englifli wanted pay, and were thus tempted to be- 
YoL. 11. O hav« 
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have in the fame unjiiftifiable manner ; the French 
engaged in their caufe, the Germans and the Danes 
"Were not fubjedt to reftrainty as they confidered 
themfelves in the country of an enemy. The 
Dutch only, by avoiding thefe afts of fliamefiil ex- 
cefs, and adhering to the rules of ftrift military dif- 
cipline, refledted honor on themfelves and their 
country. The tories, on the prefent occafic^, gave 
full fcope to their lieentioufnefs, and by their rob- 
beries aggravated the common calamity. It was 
ilill heightened by the perpetual quarrels of the 
contending parties. Virulent animofities fubfifted 
betwixt French and Jrilh, Englifti and natives, Pro- 
teftant and Roman Catholic, loyalift and rebel. 
Pridey a fenfe of contemptuous treatment, bigotry, 
difference in political principles, want, confpired to 
Lncreafe the general mifery. The juftices laboured 
to correft' thefe dreadful evils, and to reftore the 
public tranquillity. Courts of law were fixed ; civil 
officers for the feveral counties, and a regular mili- 
tia were eftabliftied ; the commiflion of forfeitures 
was fuperfeded ; proclamations forbidding quarrels, 
and all a(fls of licentious excefs were ilfued; but 
thefe exertions had no influence on thofe who were 
hbftile to government -, with refped to the military 
engaged in fupport of it, ihe Dutch only excepted, 
they were moft unwilling to be amenable to civil 
authority. It was fupported by the efforts of Gin- 
kle, who was a man of juftice and humanity, but 
thefe were found to be infufficient. In a (hort time, 
one caufe of the general confufion was removed. 
Lewis finding the affairs of this country to be fo un- 
promifing, and that the fituatlon of the Irifh was 
£uch, as to induce them to continue to oppofe go- 
vernment, though unaflifted by foreign aid, recalled 
the moft confiderablc part of his troops from Ire- 
; laadj^ 
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Jand. Thofe here who had fought on the fide pf 
James, were much difpleafed on account of the in* 
difference, with which he feemed to treat their af- 
feirs. They declared, that though he (hduld defert 
them, yet depending upon thciir own refources,^ 
they would carry on the warl Tyrconnel had been 
fent over to France on their behalf, for fupplies, and 
returned with the tnconfiderable ifum of ^ight thou^ 
fand pounds. Before, his counfels had been violent 
to an extreme, misfortune had taught him modera- 
tion. Now the Irilh accufed him of being luke^ 
warm in their intereft j fome even charged him with 
treachery. He was difmiffed, in confequence of 
their reprefcntations, from the adminillration of ci- 
vil affairs, which he had for fome time condu£Ved> 
and the management of them committed to others. 
There was fcarcely a man from whom he did not 
merit difgrace, James excepted. . Sarsfield had like* 
wife ferved him with courage and fidelity ; at Lime^ 
rick in particular. He alfo was removed, and the 
command of the Irilh troops given to Saint Ruth, 
whofe [M-inciples, in refpedt to religion, being of the 
fame intolerant complexion with thofe of James, 
had recommended hun to his favour. He had been 
a fanguinary inftrument in the perfcQUtion of the 
French Hugonots* • . 

GiNKLE opened the campaign with taking the 
fort of Ballymorc, It had been garrifoned ^ 
by a thoufand men, and was well fortified ^ 
by the Irifh, in the courfe of the Winter. This 
opened his way to Athlone. Hither, with a fpiritcd, 
well appointed army, in which there were a number 
Qf officers of high ftation, and of the firft rnilitary 
diarader, he now diredted bis march, 

Athloke confifted of two parts, the Englifli and '-" :;3 
the Irilh town % the former lay on this, the latter on *" 

z the . 
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the oppofite fide of the Shannon. They coiRimuni* 
cated by a bridge. Ginklc affaultcd and took pof-r 
feffion of the Ei^lifli town; the enemy fled over 
the bridge with precipitation. To prevent their 
purfuers from entering the oppofite town with them, 
the farther arch of the bridge was broken down. A 
number of the fugitives were ftiU on this fide, ail of 
whom either fell by the fword, or periihed in the ri- 
ver. The Englilh intrenched, and battered down 
part of the walls of the Irifli town. There was a 
ford in the river, deep, ftony, impafiable by more 
than twenty men in a rank, below this they pro<^ 
pofed to throw over the JSSiannon a bridge of pon* 
toons; at the fame time they erected on the other 
bridge, a wooden work^ in order to aflfift and to 
proteA meti, to be employed in calling large beams 
acrofs the broken arch. The only part of the op- 
pofite bank which was acceifible, being Ilrongly 
guarded by the Irilh, rendered the former of thef<? 
attempts imprafticable. To the latter Ginkle di- 
xeGted the whole of his attention. With great la- 
bour, the pafiage over the broken arch was com-' 
pleated, but the enemy attacked and deftroyed k; 
Once more it was compleated, but at the critical 
Aiomeht, juft as the troops were about to begin the^ 
attack, a grenade from the Irilb fet -fire to tho 
wooden work, conftru<aed on the bridge,; by which 
a confiderabie part of it was confumed. The arch 
could not now be attempted without a rifque of cer- 
tain deftru^ion. 

Ginkle was reduced to a moll perplexing di- 
lemma. On all quarters the town appeared to be 
inacceffible. A great part of his provifions was con- 
fumed; befides he had not ufed the neceffary pre- 
cautions for fecuring a retreat. He was confcious of 
blame in another refpedt i though veiled with pow- 
ers 
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crs from the King for that purpofe, he had negledted 
to pubfifh a pardon, which might have prevented 
sill his prefent difficukies. In this diftrefling fitua^ 
tion, he called a council of war, to deliberate upon 
the meafure moft proper to be adopted. It was de^ 
termined to attempt the pafflage of the ford. Ac- 
cordingly next day, two thoufand men led on by 
General Mackny entered it, animated by the love 
of glory, by the profpedl of reward, Md the (houta 
of their fellow fotdiers. They jM-eflfed forward irf^ 
trepidly, amldft a dreadfol fire from the enemy, 
made good the oppofite bank, and advanced to tht 
breaches. In half an hour the English General was 
in poffeflion of Athlone. Saint Ruth, who had lain 
in the neighbourhood with the Irifh army, but who 
behaved on the prefent oocafion with (ham^fiil re^ 
miflhefe, made a vain effort la recover it* - With the 
town, the caftle, and five hundred men by whom tt 
"Was drfended, furrendered to the EngHiftb* 

FarcweH. 

' t E T T ]g R LVI. 

IT is highly probable, that the influence .of thofe, 
in whofe breads the defire of forfeitufes was pre^ 
dominant, over every principle of juftice^ every fen- 
-timent of patriotifm, and all regard t6 the rights of 
humanity, had prevcj^ted Ginfcle from iffuing his 
Majefty*ss proclamation of p^rdon^ In fpite of all 
oppqfition he now publifiied it. bximediately after, 
the lords ^ftices followed it by another, «ft. w[hicl^ 
they ofiered a pardon to all officers and foldief s, who 
Ihould fubmit to King William. Commanders fiir- 
rendectng their forts, and olicera who ihould bring 
Qver to government their men, were np^t only pro- 
mifed pardon, but rewards. With refped^ to religis 

P 3 on, 
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on, they were to be fccured in the free exercife of 
It^ in tte manner determined by the parlianjtnt of 
Ireland. In confequence of thefe proclamations, many 
df the Irifli, among whom was a number of the to- 
nes or rapparees, fubmitted and claimed the protec- 
ti<Hi of government. But Saint Ruth, ftfon^y at- 
tached to the caufe in which he had engaged, and 
anxious to recover the hqnor he loft, by his late dif^ 
graceful condudt at Athlone, determined to perfer 
vere. Apprehenfive left his .foldiers, after the exr 
sample of fo many of their countrymen, ftiould take 
the advantage of the King's proclamation and defert 
his ftandard) he changed the mode of operations he 
had hitherto adopted, and inftead of adting on the 
defenfive, rcfolved to fufpend all his hopes on one 
decifive battle. In confequence of this determinati- 
on, with twenty five thoufand men, he took poft on 
very advantageous grounds within a mile of Augb- 
rim, the height on which he encamped was of confw 
dcrable extent. It was protefted in front by a large 
bog. In this there were two paiTages ; one to the 
right, the other to the left. Upon the rear of that 
to the left lay a fmall corn field, and behind it, to* 
ni^rds tljp camp, broken grounds difficult of aecefs. 
Here he refolved to wait for the £ngli(h army, He 
was not kept long in fufpence. Ginkle, at the head 
of eighteen thoufand men, marched towards Augh- 
rim, and reached the ^riemy, on the evening pf the 
twelfth of July fixteen hundred and ninety one. 
, Upon their approach. Saint Ruth, and the priefts 
in his army went fronr rank to rank> ^nd ufed every 
argument to perfuade the foldiers tq acquit them- 
felves with valour, on an occaiion fo deeply inte- 
refting, as to determine finally, ^1 their hopes and 
future profpe^. 

Th» 
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T*HE Eng^ffli army now advanced to the attack. 
Their firft effort was to gain, with their right wing, 
the oppofit^ pafs, which they accomplifhqd. The 
pafs on the left, was gained with equal fuceefs by 
the other wing. After the Mtle in this quarter had 
continued upwards of an hour. Saint Ruth perceived 
that his right wing required fupport; to ftrengthen 
it, he detached almoff the whole of his cavalry jfrom 
the left. On difcovering this movement, General 
Mackaiy ordered feveral regiments of foot from the 
centre, to prefs through the bog to the corn field, 
and take a pofition there, favourable for intercept- 
ing the enemy's horfe, whilft he brought up another 
body of troops to attack them in rear. In fpite of 
the depth of the bog, and the oppofition of the 
Irilh, this detachment made good their ground on 
the other fide; but preffing forwards upon their an- 
tagonifts with too much impetuofity, tl\§y were car-' 
ried beyond the limits affigned them, on which the^ 
Irilh attacked them from ^H quarters, broke their 
ranks and forced ihem to retire* Some of their 
friends, perceiving their dangerous fituation, came 
up to dicir afEftance. Thus encouraged, they reco- 
vered firom their diforder, rallied and advanced to 
the diarge. The troops on the right, led by Mao- 
kay, Talmaih and Rouvigny, exhibited efforts of 
valour which the enemy were unable to withftand: 
On the left, the engagement was fupported, on 
both fides, with great intrepidity. At length, the 
wings of the Englilh army gained ground, and 
feemed approaching nearer, to give ea<4i pther mur 
tual i^pport. This catched the attention of Saint 
Ruth, who immediately from the heights, ad- 
vanced againft them with a ftrong force ; but, as he 
was defcending, he was killed by a cannon ball. This 
event determined the fj^te of the day. The news 

flew 
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flew iiJlantly from rank to ral^k, and filled the Irirti 
with conftematipQ. fiatnt Ruth having had a diffe* 
rcnce with Sarsfieid, on whom the command now- 
devolved, did not communicate to him the order of 
baule; Therefore how to- aft in the prefent emer* 
gence, he was quite at a lofs. 
. Thb Engli(h taking advantage of thefe ctrcum^ 
lUnces^ exerted themfelves with redoubled ardour. 
The^nemy gave way and fled. Seven riioufand of 
^em were flain, and only lour hundred taken pri-- 
fonens. Many more of them would have been ta* 
ken, Md fewer flain, if in the purfuit, the conquer- 
ors had paid more r^ard to the laws of humai^ity* 
The Iriih loft alfo eleven flandards, thirty two co« 
loors, their tents, baggage and artillery. 

jp^i? TZK ^iadecifive vifbory^ nothing remamed to 
be done by the Englilh army, but to reduce Galway 
end Limerick* The former of thefe was immedi^ 
ately invefled. In a few days, Ginkle made Mm* 
felf fnafter of a fort, which the Irifli had fortified 
with care, as they placed upon it Iheir principal de-«^ 
pend^nee. Difpirited by this misfortune, and hav-* 
ing no confidence in a weak garrifon, intimidited 
by the difcour^ing impreffions made upon their 
minds, by lihe unhappy fate of tteir friends in the 
battle of Au^mm^ jCord Dillon the governor^ im^ 
mediately furrendered. He obtakied from the £ng^ 
lifti general very favourable terms. The garrifon 
wa^ permitted to retire to Limerick, and the inhabit 
fants were not only pardcHied, but permitted to en-^ 
^ joy thdr former ^ftatea afid prtviieges* 
* Adieu. 
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TO Limerick Ginkle now direded his viftoriout 
troops. Different opinions, with refpcft to 
the meafures proper to be purfued on the prcfent 
occafion, prevailed in the town. The Irifli had been 
much difpleafed with James, for calling in to his af- 
fifl:ance the French troops. Their interference they 
thought was difgracefiil to them. . This feeling was 
heightened, by the reflexions which he had caft upon 
their condudt at the battle of the Boyne, and by the 
contemptuous manner in which they had been 
treated by their allies. The difgraceful retreat of 
James from Ireland, and the indifference which he 
afterwards difcovered for his intereft in this country, 
were circumftances with which they were alfo much 
diilatisfied. However, amidft every difcourage- 
ment, they had continued to fupport the caufe in 
which they had engaged. But the reduftion of 
Athlone, the defeat at Aughrim, and the lofs of Gal- 
way, Convinced them that their affairs were defpe- 
rfete, and that it was their intereft to fubmit to a go- 
vernment, whofe power they could no longer refift. 
But Sarsfield, and thofe of his countrymen within 
the town, daily expecting afliftance from France, 
were averfe to every idea of fubmiflion. Their 
counfels prevailed. 

The fituation of Limerick was fimilar to that of 
Athlone* A bridge over the Shannon united the 
two divifions of which it confifted, one called Irifli, 
the other Englifli town. The latter ftood on an 
inland, which communicated with the county of 
Cltfre, on which the town depended for fubfiftence. 
Ginkle, on his approaches to the place, took care to 
poffefs and fortify aU the pajDTes in his rear, a pre- 
caution 
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caution for keeping off the enemy from that quar* 
tcr> and fccuring his retreat, which he had negkdked 
on his advances to Athlonc. There was a fmall 
fquadron of Engiifli ihips on the coafls. Thefe he 
ordered to block up the Shannon. 

King William at the head of a numerous army, 
had made an attempt upon Limerick, and been re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs. This excited the ap- 
prehenfions of Ginkle, and made him particularly 
attentive to etery circumftance neceflary ta enfure 
lucccfs. On the twenty fifth of Auguit, the opera*' 
tions of the fiege were begun. Irifhtown, which lay 
on this Me of the river, and the adjoining forts, 
were foon in poffeffion of the Engiifli. The princi-^ 
pal difficulties yet remained. It was neceflary to 
make a lodgement beyond the Shannon, to cut off 
the other town from a conneKion with the county c^ 
Clare, without which it could not be ^ompleatly in^ 
vefted. To conceal his defign, Ginkle (fifmounted 
g fome of Ws batteries, and fet part of his 
army in motion, as if he defigned immedi- 
ately to retreat. The en^iny fell into the fnare. 
From a confidence of being now fecure from dan- 
ger, their ufual circumfpedtion was remitted. 

The end which he had in view beii^ thus ac^ 
compliftied, Ginkle, in the darknefs of night, turned 
iuddenly up the rivcr„ and $|bout a mile above the 
town, with the afliftance of a bridge of boats, palled 
over to an ifland^ and from thence to the oppofrte 
fide^ where with little opppfition, the intended lodgr 
ment was efFedked. Though this was a great pant 
gained, the General foon perceived, that he cout<^ 
not fucceed, until Thonwnd bridge, by which the 
two parts of the town were united, was in his pofi- 
fcffion. To accomplifh this, a large body of horfe 
and foot, l^d on by himfelf, by the Prince of Wir* 

temberg. 
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tcmbergi and Scravenmore, attacked and carried 
the works by which it was proteded. . The officer 
who commanded the works was a Frenchman. Be- 
ing Forced with part of his men into the town, to 
jprevent the Englifli who purfued from entering 
with him, he ordered the draw bridge to be lifted. 
A thoufand of his men were ftill oil this fide, left 
expofed to the fword of the enemy, or to p^rilh in 
the river. This condudt encreafed the difference 
which had fubfifted, betwixt thelrifh and the Ifrench 
in the town. Befides, a poll was eftablilhed by the 
Englifti, that commanded the bridge, a circum- 
ftance very much to the difad vantage of the beficg- 
ed. They determined to furrender. A truce of 
three days was agreed upon, to fettle the terms of 
capitulation. The conditions defircd by the Irifh 
being rejedted* they were obliged to comply with 
thofe propofed by the Englifli general, the principal 
of which were i That the garrifon fliould be per- 
mitted to leave the town, with all the honours of 
war. That thofe of the French and Irifli who 
chofe, fliould have liberty to retire with their effeds 
from the kingdom to any other country, England 
and Scotland excepted, fliips to be provided them 
for that purpofe. That the prifoners of war fliould 
be mutually exchanged. That the Roman Catho- 
lics of Ireland fliould exercife their religion, with 
fuch privileges as were permitted by law, or they 
enjoyed in the reign pf Charles the Second. That 
their Majefties, when their affairs would permit, 
fliould convene a parliament, from which they 
wou{d eiideayour to procure them fuch farther fecu- 
rity, as in this refpe<£t would exempt them from di- 
Jlurbance. That all the Irifli in this country, en- 
gaged in the fervipe of James, who returned to 
their allegiance, fliould be pardonedj^ exempted 

from 
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from adtions of debt, arifing from any thing done 
by them durmg the courfe of the war ; reinftatcd in 
their property, real and perfonaJ, and in a!! their 
rights, titles, inrmiunities and privileges, which they 
formerly enjoyed, provided that when requirecf, 
they took the oath of allegiance, enjoined by the 
Englifh aft of parliament, enaftcd in the firft year 
of the prefent reign. That every nobleman and 
gentleman oi the Roman CathoRc perfuafion, in- 
eluded in the capitulation, (hould have liberty to 
ricje with a fword, or cafe of piftols„ and to keep a 
gun for the' defence of their houies, or the enter- 
tainment of hunting. On the third of Oftober, 
thefe articles were figned by the Lords Juftioes, by 
Glnkle, the Generals &ravenmore, Mackay and 
Talmafh, and afterwards ratified by their Majeftie$^ 

The Irifh war being very unfevourable to that, 
in which his Majefty was engaged with France, he 
had fent inftrudions to the Lords Juftices, to iflfiie a 
declaration, affuring the Rifb of much more favour- 
able conditions than the above. The Juftices framed 
a proclamation accordingly, but on being informed 
that Limerick was reduced, they fupprefled-it. . 

The defeat of the Boyne had determined Lewis, 
to give James no farther afliftance in this country. 
In which refolution he continued, during the great- 
eft part of the laft, and of the prefent campaigfv, 
but when he found that Limerick was about to be'^ 
attacked, on the fate of which depended, entirely,' 
the event of the war, he fent to it'Ss afliftance eigh- 
teen fhips of the line, with three thoufand ftand of 
arms, ftores and provifions. They arrived on the 
coaft a few days after the capitulation was conclud- 
ed. Repentance on the part of the Iri(h, for hav- 
ing been fo precipitate, was the only cffeft pro- 
duced by tfie appearance of tMs intended aid. Gin- 

klc 
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klc was rewarded with the titles of Lord Aughrim^ 
and Earl of Galway ; Rouyigny with that of Lord 
Gal way. It was obfcrvcd with much diflatisfaai- 
on, that the Generals Mackay and Talmafli were 
neglefted, whofe fcrvices in the courfe of the war 
had likewife been honouorably diftinguiihed. 

Fourteen thoufand Irifli took advantage of the 
permiffion granted them, by the articles of Lime- 
rick, and bid adieu for ever to their native country. 

Th^ts, after a feries of bloodfted, and the many 
aggravated calamities ever attendant upon civil war, 
tranquillity was at lafl; reftored to this xliftradted 
country* 

Farewell. 

LETTER LVIIL 

ALL the powers and feelings of. the mind are 
clofely conncdled, and have upon each other a 
mutual influence. Defpotifm has availed itfelf of 
the bigotry in religion, which to their great difcre- 
dit, has diftinguifhed too many Proteflants of every 
denomination* But a dependence upon one fpiri- 
tual head, who fupported in his pretenfions by a 
claim of infallibility, prefcribes pcnnts of faith, which. 
muft be implicitly adopted, admits of no diverfity in 
religious opinions, claims an abfolute power over 
the privileges of confcience, has ftiil more, a natural 
'^^ehdency to weaken the principles of civil liberty. 
But notwithftanding this influence, Roman Catho- 
lics, by a generous attachment to their privileges, 
have ercded very honourable monuments to their 
praifc. In thefe countries, theiir exertions in this glo^ 
rious caufe can never be forgotten. Were they not 
Roman Catholics who contended fo nobly, in fupport 
rf the free principles of the faxon conciliation, who 
/ oppofed 
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opjxifed with fuch fpiritcd zeal, the encroachment 
of WSliam the Conqueror, and his immediate fuc- 
ceflbrs, who by an admirable effort of magnanimity, 
extorted from a tyrant Magna Charta^ the great 
bulwark and improvement of Britiih liberty, who 
with a jealous and watchful attention, ■ guarded it*s 
facred privileges, and never fufFered the hand of 
unrighteous domination to violate them, without ref- 
cuing from it the power it had ufurped, and rcinftat- 
ing them in their priftine authority ? To whom but 
to them was Ireland indebted^ for her laws, for her 
liberty, and conftitution, from the earlieft period to 
that of the reformation ? But James the Second was 
a tyrant, againft whom every fubjedk of Britain and 
this country, fhould have rifen with the moft deter- 
mined oppofition; why then did. the Roman Catho- 
lics fight his battles, and rifque their lives, their 
property, their all, in fupport of his • government ? 
The reafons are, becaufe he was a zealous profeffor 
of their religion, was determined to re-eftablifh it in 
all his dominions, and engaged to diflblve the adt of 
fettlement. On thia occafion, immediate imprefli- 
ons, which were too ftrong to admit of being exa^^ 
mined, by a deliberate confideration of their own 
true intereft, influenced their condud. Had the 
authority of James been eftablifhed, the Roman Ca* 
tholics of this kingdom, would no doubt have en- 
joyed every privilege, in refpeft to religion, which 
^hey expefted, but they could have had no fecurity 
of their civil tights. The tenure by which they 
would have held the property, in which they Wjgre 
to be reinftated, and all their conftitutional privi^ 
leges, mull have been moft precarious, as . they 
would have depended on the will of a defpot. To 
fay nothing of the bill of attiainder, which connected 
with all it's circumilances, was a moft tyrannical 

proceeding, 
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proceeding, the coining of brafs rtibney, and the ira- 
pofition of a heavy tax, by the afliimed power of his 
own prerogative, meafurcs of which they were wit- 
neffes, and by which they were deeply aflfedted, 
might of themfelves, have taught them what they 
were to expedk, Khould he conquer his enemies and 
he eimbled to reafcend the throne. 

From the prmcipies of toleration, by which Wil- 
liam was eminently diftinguiihed, the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, had they^not rifen in arms againft 
him, would have enjoyed greater privileges, than 
they had ejcperienoed under the government of any 
Proteftant prince, who ever fat upon the Briti(h 
throne; the property they poffeffed would have 
been fecurc, and their other civil rights would have 
been enlarged. Notwithftanding their oppofitioii to 
him, he treated them with moderation. In the 
choice made by the EngUlh, of a king fo worthy to 
feign, they ought to have acquiefced. It was their 
intereft. The law pai&d in the time of Henry the 
Eighth, which determined that whoever fliould be 
king of England, fliould be recognifed fovereign of 
this country, was ena^ed by our parliament when 
the Roman Catholics had a (hare in the legiilature. 
From the time that they relinquifhed all hopes 
. of being ruled by their own monarchs, the great 
caufe of ififlatisfadtion to the natives and Roman 
Catholics, was not their being united to the Britilh 
crown, but the injuries they received from govern- 
ment by an abufe of power- From the ^rivai of 
TyrcOTinel, in fixteen hundred and eighty five, un- 
til the power, of which they then became poflfeflcd, 
was refined by thofe of the oppc^te intereft, they 
ictaiiated freely, both in kind and degree, the injuftice 

with 
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with which they had been too often treated by Fro*> 
teftants. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LIX. 

WITH refpe£l to the projMiety o( the terms 
granted to the Irifh, on the taking of Lime* 
fick, there were various opinions. The Proteftant* 
complained, that whiift they deeply fuflfered by 
their attachment to the caufe of King William, the 
enemies of his government had not only efcaped 
with impunity, but been permitted to Jeave the 
Idngdom with their property. Olyedkions were 
made by others, which proceeded, not from felfiilx 
coniiderations, but from thofe which refpefted the 
public. SajHffiey, " The conne»on of fo many ex-^ 
iiss with their friends and relations in Ireland^ will 
keep up a conftant communication betwixt it, ^nd a^ 
country boftile to it*s intereft. In the place of their 
banifliment, they will cherifh a fcnfe of the mjurics 
of which they complain, and be difpofed to embrace 
any opportunity of returning to this kingdom, ta 
giatify their refentmcpt, and to recover their loft 
privileges.'* 

But men of more juft fentiments obfcrvcd, that* 
the diftraftipns of Ireland had prevented the lands- 
from being cultivated ; that the cattle had been de- 
flroyed, and, on account of the rifques at fea, pr6-« 
vifions had not been i^iported from foreign coun- 
tries. That therefore, had the Irifti troops been pro- 
hibited to remove from the kingdom, they would- 
either have perifhed for want, or ruined the country 
by their depredations. Befides, that had not fuch. 
terms as they would accept been granted to them^ 
Limerick would have been relieved, and this coun- 
try 
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tFy kiigpt h^mffed by tte cakmlties 6t War. The 
juftncfs of the htwr paft of this rt^lbrting was <ibvi* 
ou», and that the former vra& eq^ually well foundttf, 
Waiiam gave, fhortty after, a coirrincing prooF,^ 
From not being abk to furnifli them with pro^ifi- 
ons, he was' obliged to permit- feveral fhoufends of 
hi« Irifh troDpe, to* enter teio the fdrvice of the Em^ 
peiw, and id tranl^st fhe greateft part of thoft 
which remiitied to Ei^iglaiid, 

But It w«s not a faere regard to bis prefent fim- 
ation, Ror to the imtoeditffe difadvafntages whieh 
might sfcife froHi hit-aiJIing a cfifferent part, which 
induced WilUam to ratify the artictes olF Lkftericfc. 
In this tranikdtioR, his motfi^es aitd his vitews Were 
liberal The EngFilh adt of toletatiori whieh paffed 
the firft yem of his reign, and which affcrw^de wa6 
extended t^ this^ coumry, by receiYin^^ie fendtiott 
of our parBamenf , was a eonvincing proof of his be- 
ing a friend to the privileges of confeience. He was 
equally a ftietrd to the eivil rights of ftmnkind. 
From experi€?nce he knew, that the Roman Catholics 
of Holland were good fubjedl^. If they were nof fo 
fornierly in this country, he was fenfibte t^at it prdr 
ceeded from their being weighed heavily down, by th# 
hand of opprefiion. He refolved to give them favtyciT'* 
abk impreflions of him, and to ^in* their coftftdencd 
by kind ufage, by making fatourable allowances fof 
the prejudices which had attached them to James^ 
and by treating them with jufticeand humanity. 

Soow after William was placed upon the throne^ 
a pfot, as has been mentbncd, was formed in iW 
vour of James by the enemies of the reivoltrtion. 
This though detedkcd^ was fucceeded by another-^ 
in which both the eoemies and the friends of the re?? 
volution wdre concerned. As you have alfo fecn^ 
k was likcwife difcoveccd^ and fevcr^ o€ the ptta 
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fons coiKcrncd imprifoned, but that the French 
fleet, in an engagement with the Englifli, brought 
on by an effort in favour of the plot, had been vic- 
torious^ This fuccefs, the difaffedion of the prin- 
cipal whigs, whofe hoftile defigns againft govern- 
ment ftill continued, [and were heightened by the 
intrigues of the French court; the certainty that the 
:tori?s would, from principle, rejoice in an opportu- 
nity of overturning government ; the bitter difcon- 
tents of the Highlanders of Scotland, aggravated by 
the unfortunate maflacre of Glenco, with a confci- 
oufnefs of the weaknefs, of having permitted Ireland 
to be entirely conquered by his enemy, and compe- 
titor for glory, determined Lewis to make one great 
effort to reftore James to the throne. With this 
view^ he prepared the &ongeft naval force he could 
pofliWy equip, for the invafion of England. Eng- 
land roufed by a fenfe of this alarming danger, 
made every poffible exertion to guard againft it. 

Oh the nineteenth of May fixteen hundred and 
ninety two, two mighty armaments of thefe con- 
tending powers covered the fea- The Engiiffi fleet, 
which had been joined by the Dutch, was com- 
manded by Lord Ruflel, and confifted of ninety 
nine (hips of the line. The ilrength of Tourville 
the French admiral, was inferior. The number of 
his (hips anwunted to but fifty. Notwithftanding 
^his inequality, ftimulated by reflexions «caft upon 
him, as having negledled his duty, in not deftroying 
'the Britilh (hips which he had driven into their har- 
bours, after the fight at Beachy Head^ and depend- 
ing upon the difafFeftion of a number of the Engf- 
^ilh officers, Lord Ruflel in particular, he advanced 
to engage. . Several of the Britifli officers were 
fecretly in the intereft of James, but they did not 
ad fo inglorious a partas'tajdefert thar duty, and 

betray 
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betray their couhtty in the prcfent emergence. The 
battle continued with various fuccefs. At laft, the 
French fled, ptefled by the Englifli fleet. Night 
ended the purfuit. It was renewed with the return 
of the following day, the whole of which was fpent 
in driving the French flxips, now reduced to thirty 
four^ along their own fliore. Multitudes of the in- 
habitants with deep anxiety and difappointmeiit, 
were witaefles of the difgraceful fight. 

The third day, fix of the enemy *s (hips took 
refuge near Cherburg, and eighteen more near La 
Hogue, almoft the whole of which, the three fol- 
lowing days, were entirely deftroyed. With the 
defeat of La Hogue, all the hopes of James to be re- 
eftabliflied on the Britilh throne, were cut off for 
even This unfortunate prince, chagrined with dif-- 
appointment, and fick of the purfuit of worldly 
greatnefs, retired to the convent of La Trappe. A 
llriking example of the mortifying cffedt^ of bigot-. 
ry and lawlefs ambition. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LX. 

THE free toleration granted to Proteftant dif- 
fenters, the encouragement given to ^ 
Roman Catholics, and the adtive attention of ^ 
the Lords Juftices to their duty, operated moil pow- 
erfully in behalf of this country. A fpirit of induftry 
revived, the land was cultivated, ufeful arts were in- 
troduced, and a fine country; lately J'^bbed of it*a 
beauty and profperity, began : gradually to aflume 
it's former agreeable appearance. 

Lord Sydney was now created Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, where he arrived the twenty fiftlFof Au- 
guft. He immediately iffued vrrits, and convened 
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thcf p^Haittenti The meeting of this aflembly; 
which had been iiift*r«lf>ted for twenty (\it years, 
Was a mbft pleafing fight to the fttends of liberty 
lind the cdnftitutioft. 

Wmek the fuppKea Ciiiie to be confidered, go- 
yirnmerit afked a large fum^ bn account of the * 
debts whidi had b^en cohtrd^ed durihg the courfe 
cST the war. The cortimons pieaded,* that the peo- 
ple, impdverilhed by the late calamities, were tina- 
ble to pay it, but at the fame time, ackhtfwledged 
the obligations they were under to his Majefty, fot 
the large e^pence of blood and treaffure he had been 
6t, ih defence of the kingdom* They granted a 
ftim iidt eJceeeding feventy thoufand pounds* 

Ak aflfkir now arofe, which quite iiiterrupted the 
good agreement which had hitherto fubfi^ed, be- 
twixt government and the houfe of commons. The 
latter corlfidered it to be their indrfputablc right to 
dfetermine, in the firft inftance, with refpeit to the 
fum, and the manner of raifing every ifupply 
granted to the crown. In violation of this privi- 
lege, two money bills, which had not originated 
with them, were trtafinitted from England, and 
laid before the houfe. They were much offended 
at this encWachment upon their privileges, which 
they determined to fupport. They would have re- 
jedted both, but this Wduld have preffed too hard 
npon the exigencies of government, which were fd 
preffing as riot to admit of delay ; one of the bills 
therefore^ the leaft exceptionable, was pafled, with 
d living in favour of their rights, expreffed in the 
foffowing refolutions : ** Refolved, that it was, and 
is the undoubted right of the houfe of commons 6f 
frelaiid, in parliament afleiiibted, to prepare and re- 
folve the ways and means of raifing money. That* 
\k Was arid is the Idle and undoubted right of the 
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commcms, to pr«pjire Ijeads of bills for r^ifijig mpr 
ney. That notwithftandii^ the aforei^id rights of 
the commons, this houfe <fcith think fit, upon' confi- 
deration of the prefent exigencies of afl^itjs, aiwj the 
^^ public neceflity of fpecdily raifing a fupply f<x theji? 
Majefties, to order a biU tranfmitted out of p^g- 
land, entitled an aift for an additional dvny of ejccife 
upon |b6er, ak, and other Tiqums,, to be now rcfkdt 
That the receiving or read'mg of the feld bill, fa 
tranfmitted as a£bnefald, be not diawn into prec€* 
dent hereafter/* To the other KU liiey gave a ne- 
gative^ declaring, that their >«afon for rejefting it 
Was, " becaufe it had not taken it*s xife in ;the com* 
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Ik place of the xiejedted bill, dicy fobftityjed an(> 
«her, which would have been more produsftivet Th? 
ftftabHftuziciit of a regular mtliti? was the next ob- 
jeft of their attention, a meafuxe which they confi- 
dered as ahjfolutdy neeefTary, to jparejferyc (fee peacp 
jof the fcingdorn. 

No flatute had hitherto ;heea ena^ed in Ireland^ 
•for the puniflbmeat of muitiny jnd defer;tion 5 in thip 
jrefpcd, we depended entirely on the authority of f^ 
'BrLtifli ailt of parliamenl. At this time, a bill for 
.that purpofe, recommencjed .by the Lord Lieute- 
.nant, was brought into thehoufe, imt iamg nrndb 
-lefs perfeft than the Englifh aft, was thrpiwn out, 
and a committee appointed (o prepari another, ex? 
adtly corrcfponding with it. 

The comnvMis, by rejecting ffae .bill of /upply, 
had given great offence to government, who deter- 
mined that they Ihould not cfcape with impunity. 
After they had done fonie oth^ Ipufmefs, Sydney 
iummoned tisem to ^ttetid him in the houfe of 
Lords, when, the money Jiill and three others being 
pafled^ theyjfTfi^e fiiddenly proroguedi and-accufed 
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by his Excellency of having, in contraditftion to the 
dcfigh of their meeting, undutifully and ungrate- 
fully invaded their Majefties prerogative. Con* 
fcious of being animated by the principles of loy- 
alty, and thar what they had done was indifpenfibly 
necelTary to fupport their own dignity, and the 
rights of "their conftituents, the charge founded 
harlhly in their ears. The intereft of the public 
was likely to fuffer by this difpute ; tliofc who were 
their enemies would rejoice at it ; therefore they re* 
quefted the Lord Lieutenant, for permiflion to fend 
commiffioners to England, to place the matter be- 
fore their Majefties in a juft point of view. " Yes," 
replied the defpot, " you fliall have leave to' go for 
England, to beg their Majefties pardon, for your fe- 
ditious and riotous aifemblles; I will gi>re 3rou no 
other anfwer/^ He entered his proteft againft their 
proceeding, and continued his refentment But foi; 
the juftification of his conduft, \\t thought it necef- 
fary to have the fanftion of the judges, who on be- 
ing confulted, infenfible to the "intereft, and the 
rights of their country, and to the difgface-of their . 
profeffion, gave it as their opinion, that the conduit 
of parliament, with refpeft to the money-bill,; was a 
breach of Poynings* Law, both as it originally ftood, 
and as explained and amended by the aft of Philip 
and Mary. By this ftatute, bills could not origi- 
nate with parlianient, until the third and fourth of 
Philip and Mary ; after that law was enafted, they 
moft undoubtedly might, and from the time of 
James tlw Firft, did originate there. Then bills 
after the meeting of parliament, were authorized to 
be certified to England by the Lord. Lieutenant and 
council- The law, with regard to fuch bills, was 
abfolute, merely with refped to the .circumft^^nce Qf 
their tranfmiffion, and the pcrfons by whom tljey 

were 
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were t6 be' certified. It determined nothing in re* 
lation to the authority, or the perfons with whom 
they were to originate. ^ They might originate with 
the councU, or they might originate- with parKament. 
Of this circumftance, parliament took advantage, in 
order to regain a part of their loft privileges. Par- 
ticutady the commons afferted in their journals, 
that it was their privilege, and by the pradtife of 
many years, eftabliftied as their exclufive right, a 
power of originating money bills, of which they 
were the only competent judges, with which the 
intereft of their conftituents was mart intimately 
connefted, and ,which they coyld not give up, with- 
out reKnquifhing a oioft important branch of their 
office. 

Thb prorogation of the parliament created much 
difcOntent. Bills of importance, vyhich had beea 
prepared, remained im.perfe<J^ed| J^nd grievances 
complained of unredreffed. 

At a iubfcquent meeting of parliament, a bill, 
^pon the principle of the Engli& bill qf xights, was 
introduced into the houfe of lords. It propofed ta 
enadi, that the pretended powe? of firfpending, or 
executing laws by royal authc^ritty is illegal, without 
^onfent of parliament^ That the pretended power; 
of difpenfing with laws,^ or of executing laws, by 
regal ^uthority,^ as aiTur^ed and exerciftd in the late 
yeign, is illegal. That it is the right of the fubjeft 
to petition the Kii^g-, and tha^t all profecutious and 
commitments for the fame, sure ittegal- That the 
levying naoney, for the ufo oif the cxown, by pre- 
tence of prerogative, without confent of parliament^ 
for longer time than the fa^e is, or (hall be grant-, 
^ cd, is illegal That Proteftants, fuitable to thei^ 
condition^ may have arms for their defence,, as per-t 
mitted by law. That the ^led^ion of menRbers of 

parliament 
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par li^wjicnt oi^ht to be ti&ce. Thai the frcedbiil cf 
fpeech in paxHAmtnt^ can only be iiiipeadied or 
qMeftiwed 'ux parliament. That cxcefive hail ougbt 
not to bt re^iuired, nor exoeflive fines icnpoied, not 
cruel and unniiLJturai pttnifhrneats tnAufted. That 
jurors ought to be duly trnpannetied, an4 returned, 
and that jurors in trials for high treafon^ Ihould be 
freeholders. That all grants and pnoniifes of paiti-* 
cular perfons, before convidioQ, are illegal. Tiie 
bill beinig fent to the comiaions, they added to it th^ 
foUowing amendment. Ttet far ledrefs of all gcte- 
vances in this kit^donl, and lor improving^ Avrngih^ 
ening, .and proferving the iaws^ parlaaraents x>iig^t 
not to be diMed^ as they have been in the lale 
reigns. That the free quartering of foldiers on any 
fiib^dtdF diis kingdom, in time <^ peace, k arbi«> 
trary and illegal. 

Tnt bill was tranfmkte^, but, to tbe very great 
difcredit of government, not 'retwncd. As the par- 
liament continued to aft oil f)rineipltes offensive to 
Ae cowt, it was prorogued a fecond time, and then 
(diffolved. 

Syi!)i^i*:Y having become An objeft of popular 
odium, was i^calied, and the governmerrt vefted in 
ftrce juftices. Lord Gapel, Sir Cyril Wyche^ and 
^ Mr. IJuncomb. Diflference in principle tlif- 

^^' united the meaifures of thekr government. 
Influenced by a lirong tlciire of pecomraending Wm- 
fdf, to the favourable opinion of the EngliCb fetjlers. 
Lord Gapel attached Mrafetf to their intereft, which 
he Tabouped to promote, even at the eatpence of 
equity. Sir <:!lyril and Mr. Duncomb intereiled 
Ihcmfelves in behatf 6f the Irilh. They protefted 
them from oppreffion. Thofe who -from felfifli 
views, attempt?ed to infringe the artjctes <of time- 
rick and of Galway, they reftwttiied by fh^ir autho- 
rity. 
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ttty. K-either ft defire of court inftaence, nor a re- 
jgard to the applaufe of the powerful, were the prin- 
ciples of their conduct; they only wiflied to be dif- 
tinguiftied by a wife and juft admiiiiftration. Too 
feldom does government approve and encourage in 
it's fervanls, fooh integrity of heart. Thefe excel- 
lent jiiftiees were ^removed, and Lord Capei created 
deptrty. Seiwf el dfengcs having been made in the 
^mimftration, he convened a meeting of parlia- 
ment. In the beginning of the feflion, the bufinefs 
was tindifturbed by any diCpute. The fupply 
which had been defired was granted, the proceed- 
ings in Ipng James's pariiament were reverfed; 
though) in violation of their legiflative privileges, 
a law to the fame purpofe, had been paffed in Eng- 
land. The aft of fettiement was explained and con- 
firmed. iBut this good agreement was fpeedily in- 
terrupted. Sir Charles t^orter the chancellor, had 
exerted himfelf, -in fupport of the articles of Limerick 
and Galway, upon whi(:h the Proteftants, as preju- 
dicial to their intereft^ looked with a jealous eye. 
Lord Capel ftill continued to court the favor of the 
Engliih fettlers^ without being fcrupulous with re- 
fpe6t to the means of obtaining it. With the affift- 
iince <rf his friends, he raifed an oppofition to the 
Chancetjor. A charge was fabricated, by which he 
was accufed of deigns hoftile 4o government. In 
fupport of it a motion was made in the houfe of 
commons, but on being heard in his own juftificati- 
on, he was ve^y honourably acquitted. 

The articles of Limerick had occafioned many 
difputes; a law paffed in this parliament, entitled 
an aA for the confirmation of them, but it was in* 
adequate^ partial and unjuft. Inllead of eflablilhing, 
it in fever-ai inilances, materially weakened the fecu- 
rity» of the Irifh. Nine of the articles were fully 

confirmed^ 
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confirmed, and as far as they wtsre confirmed, the 
fituation of the perfons concerned, was altered to 
their prejudice. A claufe in one of them, upon 
which the fafety and the property of numbers de^ 
pended,. was entirely omitted. 

In the firft year of the prefent i^ign, a law pa{^ 
fed in England, by which, in place of the a£t of fu« 
f^emacy and abjuration, it was enadted, that every. 
perfon (hould promifc and declare, upon oath, that 
he would bear true allegiance to their Maje{lie& 
King William and Queen Mary } that be abhorred, 
detefted, and abjured, the impious and heretical po- 
fition, that princes excommunicated or deprived by 
the Pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, 
might be depofed or murdered by their fubjefts, or 
any f>erfons whatever; and that he flioutd farther 
declare, that no foreign prince, perfon, prelate^ ftate 
or potentate, hath, or ought to have, any jurifcfedti- 
on, power, fupremacy^ pre-eminence, or authority^ 
cccleliaftical or fpiritual, within, the realm. It wa^ 
now refolved by the Irilh lords, that no Romari Ca- 
thoirc peer, not cpialifi^d by taking the above oath; 
and no Papift under age,, ihould lie entitled to the 
privileges of parliament, 

. In this country affairs continued pretty much m 
the fame fituation. Lord Capcl the deputy, died 
on the thirtieth of May, fixteen hundred and ninety 
nine, and was fuccecdcd by Sir Charles Porter. 
The parliament met the twenty feventh of June, 
but did no material bufinefs. Upon the removal of 
Sir Charles from the government, it was placed in 
the hands of three juftices, the Marquifs of Win-r 
chefter, and the Earls of Galway and Jerfey. They 
continued in office until the twenty eighth of De- 
cember^ feventeen hundred, when Laurence Hyde 
■Earl of Rocheftier, was appointed lotrd lieutenant. 

Fifteen 
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FiFTEEif hundred Protcftant inhabitants, of the 
vallies on this fide of the river Elufon, fome time 
before, had been banifticd from France, on account 
of their religion. They retreated to Switzerland, 
to the Protcftant cantons, where they were kindly 
received, and for a while, provided with a fupply 
for their neceflities. From Switzerland they re- 
moved to Germany. Here fome princes of th« 
fame religious perfuafion, affigned them wafte lands 
to inhabit. But they were poor, and could not culr 
tivate theni, fo as to ^>e provided with the means of 
fupport. To obtain afliftance, they made applicar 
tion to King William ; he caft them upon the bener 
volence of the Protcftant clergy of Ireland, who crt 
tered into their fituation, and made charitable conr 
tributions for their relief. This Chriftian and cha^ 
citable aft dcferves to be recorded to their honour. 

Farewell- 

LETTER LXI. 

THE revolution was a glorious event to Iriflir 
men, not becaufe it put them into im^nediatc 
poffeffion of their rights, but becaufe it enabled 
.them to regain them at a future penod. Had 
James continued to reign, the conftitution of both 
.countries would have periftied for «ver.. The inter- 
-pofition of William preferved that of England, the 
-fafety 6f which involved in it the means pf pur re- 
covery. 

Most honourable have been the exertions of Bri- 
tons in favour of liberty; thefe, in the hiftory of 
mankind, (hine with a brilliant luftrc. But, like all 
the other n^tiorjs of the egrth, they have wiflied to 
confine this invaluable blefling to themfelves ; to the 
privileges pf thofe conned^ed witl^ them, they haye 
r . bee^ 
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been (hamefully indifferent. Of this, as yoa have 
perceived, their treatment of Ireland has aflforded 
many inftances. But none of them is moj^ fla- 
grant than their conduct tow^ds this country, from 
fixteen hundred ;md ninety one, to the period which 
ends with the conclufion of my kft letter. 

The conteft betwixt King William and hfe com* 
petitor, left all our civil and politicat departn:ients 
in a ftate of confufion. In this en^rgence, until 
the parliament could be convei^ed, and the fprings 
ef government put in regu^r molkiii, it was right 
that his Majefty, as our fuprentie executive power, 
Aouid exert his authority % the refior^tion of dvii 
order, even though it Ihpukl pa($ liie limits of the 
conllitution. But the Englifli parrmment^ witb 
whom^ in a legiflative x^pacity, we h^ve nothiz^ t^ 
do, m(»re than with^he pariiaRtent^of apy other mk- 
ixon tinder heaven, thought proper to exert this 
power. By an Englifli aft, oiyr eourti^ of juftice 
were opened. By an Eh^O^ ji&^ the chatges of 
our civil and military departments were afcertaine<| 
and fettled* Gur parliament met in fixtccn hun- 
dred and ninety two $ npfwidiilarufif^, that pf Eng- 
hmd continued it*s encroachments. They aSiimefi 
a power of exempting Ae Jrifli Broteflant clergy,, 
from the penalties to which they were fubjetSt Ixy 
the laws of this country, for holding benefices in, 
both kingdoms. They affumed a power of annul- 
fing the laws enaftcd here, by ICng James*s parlia- 
ment, particularly with refpcft to thofe eftates of 
the Irifh Proteftants, which by them had been for- 
feited. They prohibited frelaaid all commerce with 
France. They abrogated the oath of fupremacy 
here, in place of which, they fubftituted that already 
mentioned. They pafled an aft for granting to 
their Majeflies an aid, with a provilbj^ that it fliouU 

not 
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not extend to the inhabitants of Scotland^ Ireland, 
Jerfey, or Guernfey, If is plam, that without this 
provifq, they WoKld have confidered the law, as ex- 
tending in it's operation to this country. They 
muft have fuppofed their power over us^ to have 
been abfolute indeed, when they might tax us, take 
the money out of our pockets at pleafure without 
our confent. 

Ik the reign of Charles the Firft, the London fo- 
ciety had been deprived of the'u: grant of Derry, 
Coleraine, and the adjacent diftrids, and fined feventy 
thoufand pounds, for a breach of the conditions on 
which they obtained it. This judgment was after- 
wards reverfed and their grant fecured to them, by 
the 2b6is of fettlement and explanatiwi. An Irifh 
^ of parliament faved the rights of the clergy, in 
confequence of which, the Bifliop of Derry claitned 
poflclfion of the lands bebnging to his fee. The 
fociety having difputed his title, and the caufe being 
determined againft them by the Irifh peers, they 
appealed to the Englilh houfe of lords, who, in vio- 
lation of the privileges of our peers, and in perver- 
fion of juftice, took them under their proteftion. 
The bifliop was removed, and a compofition maje 
by his fucceffor with the fociety, which ended the 
difpute. 

Ik England, the Woollen manufaAure had be- 
come a ftaplc commodity. With us likewife it was 
a, profitable branch of commerce. Before the time 
ef Charles the Firft, we indraped our wool, and ex- 
ported what we did not confume to foreign mar- 
ketis. Of this privilege the Engiilh, jealous of a 
competition, deprived us by feveral aAs of parlia- 
ment, mpre elpiecially one ena&ed in the reign of 
Charles the Second, which was deeply marked with 
the moft unjuft fevcrity. But all this was not fuffi- 

cient." 
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cient. In the tenth year of the prefent reign, the 
Britifh parliament appointed a committee to enquire 
kito the matter, who reported, that as both wool 
and labour were cheaper in Ireland, than with them, 
we were enabled to underfell them in foreign mar- 
kets; that this branch of bufinefs was encreafing 
with us, and that they neither could nor would fuf- 
fer the woollen manufacture of this country, to rife 
into a competition with theirs. In confequence, 
they paffed a law, by which we were forbidden to 
export wool and all woollen manufaftures, upon 
pain of confifcation and imprifoilm^nt : Another adl 
added tranfportation* By the former of thefe fta- 
tutes, no acquittal in Ireland of any offence againft 
it would be allowed, in bar or delay of any indidt- 
meat or profecution„ within the kingdom of Eng- 
land. 

Thus a perfon, for ufing his liberty as a free- 
man, ifi exporting any of thefe prohibited articles, 
might be tried in this country, and acquitted. But 
this was not fufficient. He muft be dragged to a fo- 
reign land, a ftranger, where he could not have his 
peers, where perhaps he could not have his witneffes, 
friendlefs, there to undergo a fecond tryal. 

England, in e;<xtorting obedience from us, has 
claimed the authority of a parent. She is but our 
filler. Much more fincercly would we have loved 
hef, had (he not too often boked cold upon our in- 
tereft, and permitted felfifti confiderations to extin- 
guifli, towards us, the fweet and endearing fenfibili- 
lies of natural afFe£tio(is. 

But there is no part of her conduft, during the 
prefent period, of which we have fo much reafon to 
complain, as of her unjuftifiabfe interference with 
icfpedt to the {rifli foffeitures, 
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On former occafions, and particularly in the re- 
duftion of Ireland^ many of William's friends and 
officers had ferved him and their country, with dif- 
tinguiftied fidelity. The fupplies had been granted 
with fo much parfimdny, that he had no other means 
of rewarding their fervices, but by giving them a 
part of the Irifli forfeited eftates. This he defigned- 
The commons of England oppofed the meafure, as^ 
;they thought this would be to^pply to the ufe of in- 
dividuals, what belonged to the public, and which 
inight, with much more propriety, be difpofed of in 
difcharging the arrears of the army, and in paying 
part of the public debt, ft was propofed by them, 
and attempted, to fecure the application of the fund 
to t'hefe purpofcs, by afit of parltament* To allay 
the "heats which were likely to arife, in refpeft to 
this bufinefs, the King declared that he would make 
no grant of the forfeited lands in Ireland^ until the 
parliament fliould have another opportunity of fet- 
tling the affair, in the manner moft expedient. But 
one opportunity paffed after aoother, without any 
thing being done in the matter- Upon which, the 
King made grants of the confifcated eilates, in this 
country, to feventy fix pcrfons, who appeared to 
hira beft entitled to reward. The commoms w-erc 
very much offended, charged his Majefty, though 
y^ry unjuftly, with breach of promife, and deter- 
mined to ufe every means to fet afide the grants, 
and make him feel the effefts of their difpleafurc. 
By a£k of pariiament, a commiflbn was given to fe- 
ven perfons^ to enquire into the value of the confif- 
cated eftates which had been difpoCed of, and into 
tiie reafons upon which they had been alienated 
from the public. • Three of the commiffioners were 
difpofed to aA upon the principles of .moderation, 
ia thw enquiries J the other four we^e pa^rtial and ar- 
bitrary* 
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bhrary. Thd fettttmics whkh they rwide lirtd the 
vaiae aiuf the rcaifons of the fevqsal grims, fecmed 
rather to flow from refentmerit to th^ KWig, tha^ 
from the love of juftice^^ and a defire to fcrve the 
dnterefts of their country- On their return, tbek' 
fervice Was magnifiwi by the cortimb'ns, ^nd the ac> 
counts which they gave received with hnpHcit con* 
fidefice, whilft the other oommiflioners were charged 
with havifig been gaintti over by cburt iiifcence^ 
and every thing which they feid was difcredited. 

** The Itirtg," faid the qomnaons^ ♦^ has been too li^ 
ber al in the difftribution of his favours. The graftteea 
have received an unreafonabte reconiipenfe of their 
fei^ices* Were the forfeited eflates to be dSfpdfed 
of, for the ufe of the puWic, the fale woald ainrtount 
to a million and a half.'* In confeqiicnce, a Ml of 
refumption was introduced into the lower houfe, 
previous to which, in violation of the privjfeges of 
freemen confirmed fay M^na Charta^ and of com- 
mon juftice, they paffed a vote, that no petitions 
Ibould be received in oppofition to it. 

When this meafiire, and the extent of it wad 
known, it excited univerfal alann. Tte>ufands of 
families were Itkely to be minedr Nof only the 
grantees, whofe meritorious ferviees hakJ a demarxj 
upon the public, both in point of juftice and grati* 
tude, were to be deprived of their reward, but fettle^ 
inents eftablifhed fevcral years before the commenoe- 
ment of the war, marrige fettlements, bargains, 
where there was no eaufe of forfeiture, and other 
ajfts, depending upon the grants, were to be mad« 
void- To thefe confiderations, the Eiiglifh commons' 
|)aid no regard* Having paffed the bill, it was fent 
up to the lords, among whorn it created a warm de-^- 
bate. Influenced by the fame opinion which had in- 
duced thein.^ from the beginnings to oppofe this at- 
tempt. 
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tef«f)t in al! it's ftftgfcs, they mafle altfcratibftS in thfe 
bill. As to prevent thii, it had' bfeett ebrifbliaaljetl 
\^th a fribnc^ bill, the commons wei-e highly dif- 
pfcafed it this infringemeftt 6f thfeir pwr&gativ*. 
Gonferchccs tdok place, betv^ikt thfe tai^ls and c6iii^ 
moHs^ whifch inftcad of aiUylug, height*fted their 
muttfel animdfities. Aftfer thtrfe h^ats hfed iibhti- 
hued foifecl tinxe, the bill paflfed bbth hbuftS, irtd tfib 
King, wilh thb utnioft difiatidfit^ioflj g^Vh if hii at 
•fenf ■■'.'■ . /.■ ' 

That fom^ jafticti might fefe doiie m tW ^er- 
Tons affefted by it, the adt of rrfumfitton ^is hSt 
abfolute. A nufnber bf truftfees wire n^nm/tS' iii \t \h 
whoni were vcfted all thie cbniifcated ^tateK, fh 
dctcrmlnih^ all i^Iairns; ahd difprfiftg of thfe Ihivdi tb 
purchaf^rs^ ' diey wa^ tefted with uneeflftbuiablfe 
authority.' The truftefes fwfflfed bVtr t^ Ifelahd. 
After rpehdinfe fome time ih the buBneft, \h tihd oF 
iheir reports they declare^ that they had llbt ii fei^ 
thought fit to leave bny thifi^ to the deteiffiiriafioh 
of the people of this cbutitf y. Irirhmeft were miich 
obliged to them for this f^vouratele bpiiii^ of tfieit 
honefty. 

A KtJMBBk of claims were detei^mth^d by thcr», 
in favca: of Rioman GdthbliG* 5 hbtwithftaiiding they 
Violated in matiy ihftauces, the^rtkleS of Lltti6riGk 
and of Gal\fray. Theif app6lfitm«ni was t^fy of- 
/enfire to the natii0n^ knd tlteir icbndu<5t equally ob- 
noxiods. They were ehargeil with irijuftic^, \f^na}ii. 
ty, and cortuptibn. Inftead of a million and a half^ 
at which the* forfeited eftates hid br^h rated by thfe 
Eommiffionefs, it was now founds that they were 
not likely to amount to mote than a third part cf 
that valtte. Tllough prohibited by the cornmbni of 
England, petitions multiplied froin the fevtril coiiii* 
' Vol. IL Q^ . .. /tics; 
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.ti<^s, agaihft the aft and againft the traftecs. They 
were voted falfe and fcandalous. 

Those who from attachment to the rights of the 
King, oopofed the adt of rcfumption ; pleaded, .*^ that 
jt was his Majefty's inherent prerogative, fupported 
by the common law of England \ that forfeited eftates 
.belonged to the crown.'* They pleaded, " that 
by the feudal conftitutions, the King diftributed his 
glands among his vai&ls, as an equivalent for fervice, 
which when they witheld their fervice, or withdrew 
their aHegiance^ returned to him as the original prcH- 
prietor. This right of the crown," they farther af- 
fcrted^ " was confirmed by cuftom, by tbe dccifion of 
the judges, and by the lords of parliament." But 
whether the right of difpofmg of the forfeited eflates 
in this country, did or did not belong to the King, 
by what law of rcfcfon or of equity was it vefled in 
the Britilh legiflaturc? If it was jufl, for the Englifh 
parliament to exercife dominion over a part, upon 
the fame principle, they had a property in the 
whde. Then Ireland was theirs, deftitute of all 
the privileges of an independent kingdom. Then 
Iriflimen were flaves, without honor, without laws, 
and «coiiflitution, as much ftrangers to liberty, as 
the wretched inhabitants pf Turkey or of Indofian. 
The life of a robber, who invades the property of 
ftte moft inconfiderablc individual, is forfeited by 
the lawsof focicty; and if a nation violates the 
.rights of another, will the voice of juftice be unr 
heard; and the impartial world not reprobate fuch 
ejcertibhs of ufurped power, in pointed terms of con* 
*demnation ? If William aded improperly, in refpeft 
to the Iri(h fofeitures, to interpofe, was the bufinefs, 
liDt of the Englilh, but the Irifh legiflature. . How 
difgufting rauft it have been to thci people of Ire- 
land, and to their parliament, to fee foreigners in- 
termeddle 
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't^rmcddle in an affair, which if interfefetice:was 
proper, liy entirely within the Timits dF their own 
jurifdidtibnP'To fee the Britifh j^riiament, under 
the fandlion oF their pretended authority, fend over 
their commiffioners, and their truftces, to difpofe of 
•the property of the nation, and cxercifing their 
power with aflumed ftate, and every ms^rk of Info^ 
knt contempt?' 

^ PreviotIs to what has now been faid, in rcfpeft 
to the unconftitutional Interference of die Englifli 
.parliament, in the concerns of this country, I had 
i)rought down the hiftory to the year fevenfeen hun^ 
dred, when Lord Rochefter was apjx)inted lord lieu» 
'tenant of Ireland, It was the fame year,/diat his 
Majelly pafled the a£k forrefuming the forfeited 
* eftates, in this kingdom. The violence done to his 
feelings on this occafion, made a deep imprefiion 
on his fpirits. He was the more fufceptible of dif- 
fatisfadtion, from the ftate of mind produced by the 
uneafinefs and difappointments, to which, from the 
violence of party, he was peipetually expofed. A 
fenfe of his difficulties had been greatly encreafed^ 
and his fituation rendered much more unhappy, by 
the lofs of his amiable Queen, who had died, in fix-? 
teen hundred and ninety four, . 

On the twenty ninth of the following June, died 
the Duke of Gloufter, the only child of feventeen, 
who had furvived to the Princefs Anne. In thi^ 
event, the tories and Jacobites, as it left the fqccef- 
fion to the crown undetermined, and flattered their 
hopes, with refpedl to the young Chevalier, rejoiced ^ 
to all concerned for the caufe of liberty and the Pro- 
leftant religion, it gave fenfible pain, By the fteady 
and Vigorous exertions of the latter, provifioii wa^ 
made againft this danger, fo threatening to the public 
welfare. 
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An a€k of parliament peiTcd, which fcttkd the 
crown upon the Princefs Sbphia, Elc<arefs Dowager 
t)f Hanover, grand-daughter of James the Firft, and 
her heirs. This, with the a<a of abjuration which 
'folbwed, fecure^ji the Proteftant fucceffion. 

Foil (bme time p^ft^ the King*s health and confti- 
fulion; gradually declined 9 he could not have long 
furvived, but an accident haftened his (ttTohition. 
JHe exewifed m\Hih on horfeback, with a- view to re- 
move his complaints. In one of his excuriions his- 
horfq fell under him, by which his collar bone ,was 
fractured. This proved fetaL He died in the fifty 
fccond year of his age, and thirteenth of his reign. 

WiLLtAHC was railed up by the providence of 
£3bd, to he a fignal blefiing to thele nations. His 
interpofinon at a moll critical period, refcued Bri- 
tain from flavery^ and enabled Ireland to regain her 
fiberty. There were faults in Ks adminiftration ; 
confidering how often he was compelled to meafures 
dilpfeafing to him, by an influence which he was 
unable to counteradt, it is perhaps difficult to fay ; 
how far he was chargeable with them. With re- 
fpe(fk to religion, his being a friend and a patron of 
umverfal toleration, was a ftuning virtue in his cha- 
radter, and the glory of his reign. As to civil liber- 
ty, the laws and the conftitution were the rule of 
his government. He depofed a tyrant, not fike 
Oliver Cromwell for the gratification of his own am- 
bition^ but to be the fovereign of a fi*ee people. 
Had he been better treated by his Englifh fubjefts, 
he would have appeared to them much more amiable. 
In Holland, where unruffled by difappointment and 
iHireflfouable oppolition, he appeared in his real cha^ 
rafter, he was highly belQved. No prince ever fat 

' *' upoii 
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upon the throne, more diftkiguiflicd hy true elevati- 
on, and greatnefs of mi^d* 

F^rewelL 

LETTER LXIL 

YOU mil permit me to interrupt Aci narration, 
to give you a fummary amount of a noble ef- 
fort, in favour of Irifh liberty,* which appeared to- 
wards the ooftchifioii of the kte reign* Of thofe 
who had a ftmng fenfe of tte injuries done to ovr 
Givil rightis,^ by the pariiament of England, wafe Mr. 
William Molyrteaax, dne of tJie teprefentatives of 
Ae univerffty df Dubliri. Thiis gentienxan; diftin-^ 
guifhed by hrs abtlities, by his kitbwledge, and fliil 
more by Ih patriotifmy had discovered a landabte 
defire to prmjote the impiovcmeiit of our manufac- 
tures. But he petceiYed) thai aeitiher oUr manufac^ 
tures, our commerce, or ai^y^ exdrtion 0BL*rhich na^ 
tional profpcrky dcpm(k,^co«6d fucceed, fo long as 
our. natural atid bonfliftiilkmI-rigbt7^/were.c^ 
by Ac uajuft interfiBceuBB. of the Bn6fh fcgrfliture- 
To the flagrant iBftaiHxs cf Aia v^hkh had hap^ ^ 

pcned^ firtex, thcy^arlxteea^hunkifed and ninety /^ 
one, he vwifchimfelf a witnefft^ :Beterinine4 to vin- ^ 
dicate the* calife of .bk i^ountry,. \m turned his 
thoughts pai^tifcularly to. this fubjeik, and in the ydar 
fflrteeil burtdred afndniHei^. eight,, publifhed a book, 
entitled, " The Cafe of Ireland's being bound by 
Adbs ef Pariiainent in England ftatcd." The good 
fenfe^ the pi&blic fpkit^. apd knowledge of the conr 
ftitution, by which Ais performance was diflin- 
guilhed, did great credit to^ the author. 

In trgo^iflg the fubjedk he propofcd^ Firft^ to eon- 
ftder how Irehnd came to be annexed to the Eng- 
.liihf «r0vr% Secondly^ whether tije fettlement, oh 

Q^$ Vhic!i 
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which this connexion was fbunded, .w*s iflabliihcd 
by conqueft. Thirdly, what title or what autho-, 
rity over, the conquered is derived from conqueft. 
Fourthly, what conceflions, at different periods have 
been made to Irelnnd. Fifthly, the ^precedents and 
opinions of the learned in the law relative to this 
matter. And, Sixthly, fome additional arguments 
to be oflEcred on the fubjeA, 

The firft of thefe particulars he explained, by; 
pointing out the application of Dermod to Henry 
the Second for afliftance^ and the events which hap- 
pened until the arrival of that king in Ireland^ end 
the fubmiffion of the natives to his authority. With 
refpeft to conqueft he Ihewed, that the fubmiffion 
of the natives to Henry was voluiitary,. and there- 
fore^ that the Englifli parUamcfet could claim no ju-: 
rifdidtion imdcr that idea^ over the people of this 
country. By a judicioui af^plication ©f th* princit 
pies of his frieitd, the- excellent Mn Lock* he 
evinced, that were the fettlcment of thfc Englifli 
here even to be'confidered as a jiift conqueft,. it 
could only affecY thofe )ivha. oppofcd their, power, 
but gave them no i!tght ov«r thofcf by whom they 
were ftot oppofed, dr «Ver the liberty and ift^tes of 
pofterity. As to die adv4mturers (rom.Blita'm, who 
affifted Henry in hisinvafion of thelflandi and who 
took up their refidenCc^here, fronpl whom the great 
body of the peoj^e are at prcfent defcended, be ob- 
ferved, that they ftHl retained the privileges of free 
born fubjedts, which could hot poflibry be the cafe, if 
they were to be governed by the authority of the 
Englifti legiflature. Mr. Molyheaux next pror 
ceeded to take notice of the conceflions, which at 
different periods hive been made to Ireland. Here 
he nientioned the grant of Englifti laW, mad^ by 
Henry to ^e Irifti at Lilmorei and the modus which 

.he 



OF ICELAND. 247. 

he tranfmitted to them, for holding parliaments/ as 
a diftin6t and independent nation. Unda: this 
branch of the fubje^ he obfcrves, that Ireland was . 
granted to John by his father^ as a kingdom totally 
diftindl from, and uniCQiine^d with the crown of 
England, In this he was mifiakeii, but without any 
prejudice to his arg^HHeiit, as the c6nfiitutional 
rights of Irilhmen are perfe&ly the fame, whether- 
their fupreme executive power be confined entirely 
to jhemfelves, or h^ve alfo undei^ it's dqixMnbn the 
empire 6f Britein. 

The grant of Englith bw made to this country 
by King John, upon the death of his brother Rich- 
ard ; Magna Charta, ;iiid the fubfequent ratification 
of our liberties,, tranfmitted by Henry the Third, 
are next mentioned by him,^ He then proceeded to 
(hew, that in thefe grants^ wcrcf Jnchrded^ Ac great 
bw of parliament, the Bnglifh common law, and 
the .ftatute law. His fubjeft next led him to confir 
der, in what manner the' Englifh ftatute laws, cn- 
a£ted from the tmm of Henry the Third^ came to 
be of force in Irebnd ; and here he quoted a Variety 
of particubrs, in order to (hew- thal^ many of thenj 
Were made current in this kingdom, by the fandlion 
of our legiflatufe. With refpeft to others, which 
extended to us without having been recognized by 
tfie Irifti parKiment, he afferted, that they were not 
inttodudtbfy of a new bw, but explanatory of the 
ancient common law, whofe authority we had re- 
cognifed at the original eftablilhment of our confti- 
tution, arid whichj had been frequently confirmed. 
A fingle inftance to the contrary, he pofitively aP 
ferted, could not be prodi|cedj from the eaijlieft pe- 
riod until the year fixteen hundred and forty one. 
To tMs it has been objeded, that there are Enjglifli 
ftatutesy which efqaped his atten^tion^ and that of 

Ux4 
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Lord Chani^ior Bolton, who in the In tiie eele* 
brated performance befom mentioned, a<§vances the 
fame opinion. Bcfides the inftanccs taken notice 
of in the coiirfc of tfai^ htftory, the twelfth of Ed- 
>vard the Flrfti the. elcioeoth, the thirty fourth, and 
the forty third of Edward the Third, and the 
foil of Henry tke- Sixths thouj^ not expfanatory of 
the old c9a3Ln;ion kWy were, it is £iid, extended 
to and operated in Iteland, without beifig imptef-' 
fed with the authority of our kgiflature* 

The general pofition of this excellent advocate^> 
f<^ the right? of ^he Irifti ti^tipn^ with wi!pc€k'to the 
reception, and th^' ^udWrity of En^lidt laws in this: 
kingdom j is fuppprted by ift^ubitaWe dviidcnce. As. 
to the Ahove^ atid othiiir firttilar ftatijtesi ^Vick au^» 
tjiors, particularly Serjeant Mayart/hiavei mentioaed^. 
is it t^ot reaipoable to fup^fe^ that Vi^cft they were 
cnaded^ th'vs country ww represented intthe Englifli: 
parliament ? That oft feveral occafipna; mt repre-r 
fentatives fat with the Britifli parliaoEwnt, t© confwlb 
tipon the affairs of Ireland^ we hft^authentick evi-, 
dence. Wh^t a ni^^lber of !rec0rdfe„ that niight 
have cleared up this ppint^ ^s wf^l ^ others, re- 
fpe<Vijjg our priviiemjSi haye periihed? W it 
Qtherwife^ no (^n^UiUc^Qf qouW hen^ be drawn prc^ 
judicial to oyr fights. Acts orinjufticer trmy intcr-i 
xupt the courfe dF* naticp^l frecdcra, fettt- in th^ eye 
of reafon^ of equity j>ndth^ Cpijflkution^ cS^HQl 
weaken the ^oY\d :found<^^ps hy^ vfhiGl^ (he is filfh 
ported. . Eagliflpae^r conipU^in tljat fp>fty timeii 
was Magna Charta violated. Did thi% ^ jheir opi* 
nion,. fondtify tyranny pr inv^li^^te ^lij^jr coqftittM^r 
onal rights ? . i 

But it had been .obje<^edi, that though the Bpgr 
li^ ads m^y not bind Ireland^ . thoffs wl^, rojet^tip.n 
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all his Majefties dominions, ' or wVich name Ircliand 
in particular ; are, and ihall be of force in this king- 
dom. In reljpjed to thofe fuppofed to bind Ireland 
by the geneml tormsr of his Majeftys dominions, our 
author adduces a number of examples of fuch afts,* 
which have been tranfmitted to this country, to be 
enadted into laws by our parliament, which would ^ 
have been <|uite unneceflary^ had they been previ- 
oafly of force here* He then takes notice of two 
ftatutes wluch name Ireland, on which arguments 
have been raifed to our prejudice, in favour of the 
fupremaoyof the Britifli legiflature, and evidently 
proves^ that they are ordinances of the King, not 
JEngHfli ads of parliament. The principal force of 
this part of the objeftion,^ was taken from the ftaple 
a£t. But the opinion of even the Englifti judges* 
aancerning it, en the memorable trial of the mer-' 
chants of Waterfeird, appeared to determine, that it 
did not ^xt^Vid to m^ in matters of internal fegifla- 
tion. As to. matters of e:iternal legiflation, Hufley 
the chief jufticeaffef ted, that we are bound by the 
Britilb Icgiflaturcf, becaufe we are the King of Eng- 
land's fubjedts y upon which Mr, Molyneaux, witK 
gueat juftnefe obfenpes, that upon the fame princi- 
ple Scotland, at that time not united .to Etigland^ 
might be bound by Englilh laws in relation to it's 
foreign trade ; that a claipi in this refpe€k to fuperi- 
ority, is inooi^fillent with the idea of our being a 
diftinft kingdom ; for if Ireland T^e a diftinft kingt 
dom, it cannot be ftibordinate to another. , Majr we 
not a&, with refped to thefuppofed authdrityof 
Britifli 3£ts^ which name Ireland, or mention all his 
Majefty^s domiiiions, can wprds alter the nature of 
things? Can they give the fanClion of right to that 
which is in itfdf unjuft ? Can they take away any 
part of it's authority from our parliament, which is 

poflelfed 
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poir^d of all the powers neccflary to compleat, in- 
dependent, legiflative jurifdidtion ? It 4& grievous to 
fee fuch dtftindions maintained by authorities, (o 
highly refpedtable as Lord Coke, and Sir WiUian:i 
Blackftone. 

The encroachments on our conflitutioiH madfe 
from the year fixtecn hundred and forty oae to 
his own time^ are diflindly enumerated^ and placed . 
in ajuft point of view by ow author* Having ar- 
arrived at the branch of his fubjeA, wMch leads him 
to confider the opinions of the learned, in the law in 
refpedi to it> he adduces fevcral in confirmation of, 
his argument, i^ere he exami«es the origin of the 
pradice, of removing' caufes from this country to. 
England by writs of ^rror, and (hews that from this' 
no argument can be derived, m favour of the ixt- 
prcnoacy of the Briti(h legiflature over Ireland or 
it*s parliament* Jleiniiarks, tending to prdve that a 
claim of fuperiority \n Ei^land, oveif this- country, 
cannot be deduced &om purchafe, or from a confi- 
deration pf a competition of interefls; that it is in- 
confiftcnt with the natural rights of men, and with 
the King's prerogative ; and a reoapituktion of fome 
€>f his principal topicks^ take up the rcoiaiader of 
this excellent performance^ 

The treatment whi.di it met with in. England, de- 
termined it's merit in a^nianner much ;more honour- 
able, riian ai\y praife which could poflibly be be- 
flowed upon it, by ;the loftieft paqqgyrick. There, 
by .order of government, it was burned by the 
hands of the public executioner. From the fame 
principle, the works of thfe admirable Refnal, whofe 
glorious ^fFcH-ts in the cayfe of liberty the moft dift 
tant gencraribns will venerate, were . committed to 
the flames in the ftreets^ of Paris, Defpots aie un- 
willing that the ^ny fteries of their iniquity' ftiould be 

unveiled. 
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unveiled. The only feeling excited in the^ brealis 
of firemen, by fuch unmanly and impotent efiorts.of 
tyranny, is contempt. 

Two attempts were made to anfwer Mr. Moly- 
neaux*s book. One of them written by Mr. At- 
wood, of all the performances which have been pub- 
lilhed, was perhaps the moft deftitute of. argument- 
That of Mr. Cary merited feme -attention. But 
notwithftanding his endeavour to overturn them, 
the rights of Ireland remained on the fame perqfia- 
nent foundation. Hi? grjind pofition is, that what- 
ever privileges were granted tp this country by the 
King,' are to be qonfidered as granted by the king- 
dom of England, which is veiled with fupreme. do- 
minipij over all the parts of the empire. The prin- 
ciple is falfe, therefore i^U reafonings deduced frorn 

it are incQn^lufjvet 

, . Adieu. 

L E T T E ft LXIII. 

WILLIAM was fuccceded by Anne . Princefs 
of Denmark, daughter of James the Second. 
The revolution o^ fixtecn hundred j^nd eighty eight 
had afcertained, mudi more diftinftly, the li- .^^j. 
tnitsof royal pnerogative, and the i;ights of the 
people. But feveral important points, abfolutely ne- 
xefii-y to perfed the conftitution, ftill remained un- 
determined From Anne, in whpfe farnily the dread- 
ful effe^ of de^tifm had appeared in a moft awful 
point of view, who had been witnefs of the ardent, 
perfevering defire of liberty, which in general poflef- 
icd the Englilh nation, and to which ftie had herfelf 
Xacrifioed the attachments of natural affeftion, the 
:^his& expected confiderable advantages. On tbe 
lother .hand, the^ topics, who knew the fecret advan- 
ces, wluch latterly fhe had inadC;^ towards a reconcilia- 

tioh 
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t'lon with her father, entertained great hopes, that 
fhe would gratify their wiflies. Thus were all par- 
tie$ much pleafed with her afcending the throne. 
Upon the whole, neither of them gained any effen- 
tial point. In different parts of her reign, the ge- 
neral principles of her government were agreeable 
to both. The beginning of it was devoted to the 
whigs, the conchifion w^s under the dUeftion of the 
tofies. 

In feventeen hundred and three, the Duke of Or- 
mond was made lord lieutenant of Ireland. In his 
addrefs to parliament^ which met in Auguft or Sep- 
tember, he told them, that her Majefty only ex- 
pedted, that they would make proviiion for paying 
the debt of the nation, and make the revenue equd 
to the expences of government ; that, his views were 
the fame with theirs, the promoting of her Maje- 
fty*s fervice, and the welfare of his native country. 
In their addrefe, the houfe exproflerf thi moft parti- 
cular (atisfaftion, in the appointment of his Grace to 
be their chief governof, as they Jodkcd up to him 
with entire confidenceVthat under his adminiftration^ 
the kingdom wou!d be reftored to a happy fettle^ 
ment ; but they complained o'f various grievances. 

With refped to the fuppFy, the commons voted 
the funds already granted, and the revenues of tl>e 
kingdom, to be adequate to the public debt, and i& 
the expence of government. The truftecs apt- 
pointed by the aft of refumptievn, for mai^aging the 
confifcated lands, had not yet brought that bufincfe 
to a conclufion. Their condudl continued to be 
very obnoxious to the nation* In refentment of the 
oppofitlon they met with, they endeavoured to ir»- 
prefs the Britifh government with an opime>n, ttwt 
the people of this country aimed at independence. 
This drew firom our parliament a declaration, that 

they 
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they held Ireland to be dependant on the Englilh 
imperial xn-own. If the Ehglilh imperial crown was 
-thus pointed out by them, as the fole and exclufivc 
.t>bje6t of their dependance, it followed by diredt 
implication, that tte interference of the Britifli par- 
liament was iniquitous, and unconflitutional. Borne 
down by the weighty hand of oppreffion, they were 
afraid, openly and in dire<a terms, to vindicate their 
privileges. 

Iw one of their reports, the truftees had fcanda- 
ioufly mifreprefented the Proteftants of Ireland. In 
4his fome of the commons had been concerned- 
The houfc, offended by this condud, fo unbecom- 
ing in itfelf, fo prejudicial to individuals, and fo in- 
jurious to their country, made theni feel the fcvereft 
€ffcdts of their difpleafure. 

Agreeably to a refolution of the committee 
for confidering the ftate of the nation, a reprefen- 
tation was prefented by parliament, to the lord 
lieutenant, to be delivered to her Majefty, in 
which they complain, that the conftitution of the 
kingdom had been injured, and the lives, liberties, 
and eftatcs of the people had been called in quefti- 
on, in a manner unknown to their anceflors ; that 
the current calh of the kingdom was not equal to 
the extraordinary exf)encc incurred, by the truftees 
appointed for managing the forfeited eftates, who, 
befides this juft caufe of complaint, made falfe re- 
prefentatbns to her Majefty of the Proteftants of 
Ireland, to create jealoufies betwixt the two coun- 
tries, and procure beneficial employments to them- 
felves ; that her fubjedts here felt deeply their lofs 
of trade; that they could not earn their Rvelihood, 
Or fupport their -own manufaAures, that their fo- 
reign commerce laboured under fuch reftridion, as 
tb have become, in a great meafure unprofitable, 

though 
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though to the blood and treafure of Ireland^ Eng^ 
land had been much indebted^ with refpefi to the 
advantages of tfade, which fhe enjoyed from her 
American plantations; that the infrequent meeting 
of parliament, was a principal caufe c^ the national 
misfortunes. Of thefe and other grievances which 
they enumerated, they intreat a redrefs from her 
Majefty. Having voted the neceffary fupplies, they 
proceeded with laudable fpirit, to inquire into an4 
redkify certain public abufes, which lay within the 
limits of their own jurifdiftion ; particularly, td 
their diftinguifhed honor, they abotifhed ufeleft pen** 
iions, to the amount of fixteen thou&nd pounds 9 
year. This' juft punifhment of the worthlefs, and 
attention to the intereft of their country, was highly 
worthy of praife and imitation. But it has been fe^ 
dom imitated. How many fcandaloua proftitutes to 
government, or to the vices of the great, whofe 
merit is their Infamy and difgrace, are fupported by 
the labours of the moft induftrious, and the moft 
ufeful members of fociety ! 

An adk to fettle the fucceffion in the houfe of 
Hanover, fimilar to that enadted in England, in the 
fcoricltifion of the late reign, was now pafled, as like- 
wife a law to difqualify Roman Catholics from vot^ 
ing at eledions,* and from ferving as members of 
parliament. 

To the reprefentation of the commons, her Maje^ 
fty returned the following anfwer : '* The firft part 
of it fcems to relate to matters paft in parliament, 
and the other part confifting only of things in gencf 
ral, her Majefty can give no particular anfwer to at 
prefent, but will take them into her confideration/* 
This cold reply difcovered great indifference |q t\» 
welfare of Ireland. 

Th8 
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. The linen manufafture was now likely to become 
an objeft of the firft confequencc, to the profperi- 
ty of the nation. The commons tranfmitted a bill 
in favour of it, accompanied by a warm addrefs, in 
which they pointed out the neceflity of our being 
permitted to export it, to the plantations, and re- 
quelled her Majefty, to ufe her influence with the 
Englifli parliament for that purpofe. How difgrace- 
fiii and humiliating was this circumftance ! 

The difference betwixt fuch as were for limiting 
the regal powers, within the bounds pointed out by 
the conftitution, and thofe who afcribed to them a 
kind of abfolute fovercignty, had fubfifled from the 
moft remote period. At the revolution, it was 
marked by the party diftindkion of wKg and tory. 
The former reprobated, the latter approved the 
flavifli dodrines of paflive obedience, and non refift* 
ance. However extraordinary it muft appear, mere 
words, whether in religion or politics, ufed to diftin- 
gui(h the abettors of certain opinions, from thofe 
who are of different fentiments, tend to increafe 
mutually the violence of oppofition, and to blow up 
the flame of contention. Frpm England, the terms 
whig and tory paifed over to this country, and con- 
tributed to multiply thofe diftradtions, which dif- 
turbed the public tranquillity. Of this, Rochefter, a 
man of tory principles, was an a^ive inftrument, 
and the Duke of Ormond followed his exannple^ 

This new caufe of animofity was particularly 
hurtful to the Roman Catholics, whofe fituation for 
fome time paft was much more agreeable. In ge- 
neral the tories were Jacobites, or the partizans of 
James, to whofe intereft the Roman Catholics had 
been warmly attached; hence in .the eye of the 
whigs, they became objeds of particular . refent- 

To 
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• To break the power of the more diftingukhed 
•Popirti families, was efFeftually to fcflen the influence 
of thdfc who were of that reiigiouR perfuafiort, fa 
.order to this^ through the intereft of the whtgi, a 
xlaufe of a bill againft Popery, which piffed the 
commons, enafted, that all eftateg (hould be equally 
■divided among the children of Roman Cfeehblici, 
notwithftandihg. any fettlemerits to the ^ontrarf , 
unlefs th^ perfohs to whotn they were to defcehd, 
:would qualify, by taking the 6athsr prefcribed by 
governrhetit^ and conform to the eftabliihed church. 
.The bill was tranfmitted. At this tinie, the Qucctx 
-was in alliance with the Emperor, to whom Ih* had 
2ipplied for indulgence to the prdteftants in hi* dth- 
.miriions. Therefore to pafs a Uw, fo fextrfeihely in^ 
rjutious to a body of meti of his own religious fehti- 
*tients, api!)eared to her indecent and unreafohablc, 
fcut as thofe by whom it was fupported, W(^re very 
«ealou$ in favour of It, to reje^ it abfolutely, ^tfr- 
peared dangerous. Her minifters dfevifed this elf- 
pedient. They added to the bill a claufe, by which 
all perfons ih Ireland were rendered int:apdble ef an y 
cmploynieDt under the crown, of of being rtiagi^- 
ffrates in any city, who, agreeabljr to ^e Englifh 
teft adt, did not receive the facranient as prefcrited 
fey the church of England- To this it was thoiighl 
the Proteftant diffeiiters, wl)o had confid^rable in- 
fluence in the Irifh parliament, would not fubmir^ 
^nd fo the bill would be rejefted \ but they did Aib- 
rtiit, and it paffed into a law. The part of thla a<5fc 
which affefted Ronlah Catholic^, afnd that which de- 
prived Proteftant diffenters of privileged, that werfe 
their undoubted right as loyal fubjedts, and 2(?alolis 
friendfe of tbfe iponiiitution, were eijtfeUy Unjuft afld 
HUberaL- . . v 
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TffE "fo)k)Wii^ refolutions of the commons were 
much to their credit. «' Refolved, that in confe- 
quencc of the great deqay of trade, and difeouragd^ 
ment of the liianufadturcs of this kingdom, many 
poor tfad^fmeh are reduced to extreme beggary. 
.Refolved, that \t will greatly conduce to the relief of 
•the faid poor, and to the good of the kingdom, that 
the .inhabitants ^wear none other than the manufkc- 
tures of it, in their apparel and the furniture of their 
houfes. The members of the houfe did unatlfc- 
moufly pledge their honours to. each other, that 
they will confof m to faid refolutiop. Pride and felf 
intereft, reftra?ned in their gratification bjr the love. 
of our country, and by motives of charity and 
compajflion, ire a glorious facrifice.'* Had Irilhmen 
been lefs pafrtial to foreign manufafturesf, . had they 
.cherilhed their own, with that regard infpired by 
nature, by patriotifm, and benevolence, long fince 
they v/ould. have arriyed at a much greater degree 
of perfeftion, and have eflentially promoted the in- 
tereft of individuals, and the national profperity. * 
In February, the attention of the upper houfe 
had been turned, to an unconftitutional interference 
of the Englifh lords, who during the interval of par- 
liament, had difpoffeffed the Earl and Countefs oT 
Meath of certain lands, their right to which had 
been determined by a decree in this country. To 
exprefs their difpleafure againfl this encroachment^ 
and to vindicate their rights, the Irifti;, peers refolv- 
ed, " That by the ancient known taws, and fta- 
lutes of this kingdom, her Majefty hath an unt 
doubted jurifdiclion, and prerogative of judging i*n 
" -this her high court of * parliament, in all appeals and 
caufcs within her realrh of Ireland, Thqt the d^^ 
germinations of this court are final, and conclufive, 
ftn4 cahhot be reverf^d by any cq\irt wh^tfoever- 
5/VoL.JL R V^JThat 
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That if my ftibjeft wl^n this kingdom, (hali Iiere- 
eftcr prefumc ifo remove any caufe, determined in 
tHa hi^ court of jl^rliameiit, to any other court, fuch 
f>eribn m peribhs ihall be deemed betrayora of her 
JVJajefty^s fMrerogative, and jurifdiftion, and fKe 
iondofubted ancient rights and privHeges of this ho- 
f^xMc, houfe, and of the ri^ts and liberties of the 
^bjc6ks of this kingdom. That if apy fubjefk, with- 
in this kingdom, ihall prefume to put in execution 
4ny order from any other court, contrary to the final 
tleterminaiioR of this high court ^ parliament, fuch 
perfon or ^rXons, (hall be deenvrd betrayers of her 
Majefty'k prerogative and jurifdidkion, and the ui>- 
jdoubted ancient rights and privileges of this houfe, 
und of the rights and liberties of the fubjedts of this 
kingdc3sm." 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXIV. 

TO allay the heats whidb arofe among the mem- 
bers, towards the conclufion of the former fef-r 
fion, from an apprehenfion of the diefigns of the tory 
party, the lord lieutenant had prorogued the 
^' ^' parfiament. It met dbe tenth of February. 
The ufual addrefles were prefented, after which the 
ccxnmons voted, that % fupply not exceeding a 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds be granted; to 
defray the e5cpence of her Majefty's government. 
The heads of a bill had been brought into parlia- 
ment, relating to the linen manufadure, which the 
clergy thought contained a claufe pr^diciiil to 
their tythes. A memorial was prefented to the 
commons, by the lower houfe of convocation, deiuv 
ing that the bill might be flopped in it's progrefs^ 
until counfcl ftiould be heard in their behalf. Tht 

commoQC 
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commons were highly offended by this interference 
of the clergy, in a matter of civil property, which 
they coTifidered as altogether unconftitutional. To 
avert their difpleafure, and hoping at the fame tinwj 
to acqomplifti their defign, the convocation atr 
tempted to foften their mcfnorial. This had no cf- 
fedt. Tb^ houfe voted^, that every thing rcfpefting 
the bufinefs (bould be erafed from the joyrnajs. 

On account of Aefe difputes, Ormond prorogued 
tlie parliament until the firft of May. Earing thi$ 
interval, in order to view the ftate of the country, 
and to ftrcngthen tljc fortified towi^? in that quar- 
ter, he made a progr^{^ through the North. The 
people, much pleafed vritb this mark of attention to 
the fiecurity of the kingdom, gave him as he paifed 
along a moft favourable reception. In Antrim and 
Derry he was addreifed by the Preflbyterian mini- 
fters, who wilhed to remove fome unfavourable af^ 
peifions, which had been caft upon thofe of their dcr 
nomination, in confequence of certain late tranfafti:- 
ons in Scotland, 

The tory party in England, had difpatched emifr 
faries to this country, to join their efforts to thofe pf 
their own political principles, in fpreading difcon^ 
tents among the people, with refpefk to the fafety 
^f church and ftate. To *ffe^ the purpofe for 
which they were employed, thefe partisans, witji 
the afiiftance of their friends, had. been very a^ive, 
Upon the meeting of parliamcrnt the commons re^ 
folved, that to promote fuch mifunderftandings, 
that to write or difpeyfe pamphlets, or othcrwife to 
infmuate danger to t|i6 church, twd^ to the a^imiir 
tajge of Popery, and xh^ i;auf(p of the Pretender; 
weakened the Proteftant ti|tereil, was feditious, and 
of pernicious cottfeqw«ni?5 to Ji^^^^^^ govern? 

K'k^' mem, 



266 THfi HISTORY 

mcnt, and the fucceflion of the Proteflant line, as 
by law eftabliihcd. 

Thk convocation, to remove all fufpicions by 
which they were affefted in refpeft to this matter, 
refolved, that the church and ftate were lately in 
the greateft danger, from which they had been de- 
livered by the revolution, apcompliflied under God, 
by King William of glorious memory. That the 
continuance and improvement of thefe bleffings, 
through the kindnefs of Providence, was owing to 
the aufpicious reign and happy government of her 
Majefty Queen Anne. That the future fecurity of 
the church and nation, under God, depended wholely 
tm the fucceflion of the Proteftant line, as by law 
eftablilhed. That if any clergyman of their order, 
by word or writing, would declare any thing con- 
trary to the above refolutions, he would be confi- 
dered as a fowcr of divifion among Proteftants of the 
eftablilhed church, and an enemy to the conftituti- 
on. To which thfey added the following intolerant 
f efolution ; that for any perfon to teach or preach 
againil tliedoftrine, government, rites or ceremo- 
nies of the eftablilhed church, or to keep feminaries 
for educating youth ih principles contrary to it, in 
contempt of the iecclefiaftical laws of the kingdom, 
was of pernicious confequence, and ferved to widen 
the divifions and fchifms vliich' jirevailed in it. 

The fame party fpirit, afid'the famd mutual jea- 
loufies continued to difturb the peace 6f thfe nation. 

On the twenty fourth 6f June ifeventfeeft htmdred 
and feven, the Earl of Pembroke, who had been 
created lord iieutefj^nt of Ireland, arrived in Dub- 
lin. The parliametnt met on the Seventh of July, 
Preliminary matters^s being fettled^ the commons 
brought ih heads^ of a T)ill, arid ^ffed feveral very 
fef ere refolutions to prevent the encreafe of Popery. 

Shortly 
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Shortly after it was declared by a vote of. the houfe, 
that the kingdom had been put to e;icceflive charges,. 
by the returns made by the truftees of arrears upon* 
forfeited cftates, rnoft of which appeared unjuft. 
They refolved, " that an hunmble reprefqntation be 
made to her Majefty, of the grievance of fuch re- 
turns, and of other oppreffive proceedings of the 
truftees," On the twenty fourth of Odober, Pem- 
broke went to the houfe of lords, and gave the royal 
aflent to feveral public and private bills. Nothing 
farther of, importance was done- The parliament 
was prorogued. 

The parliament which met in feventeen hundred 
and nme, under the adminiftration of the Earl of 
Wharton, addrefled his excellency, requefting that 
her Majefty would grant five thoufand pounds, for 
the purppfe of ereiSting a public library in Trinity 
College near Dublin. The provoft, fellows, and 
fcholars, had recommended themfelves in a very par- 
ticular manner ta the notice of the houfe, by their 
fteady attachment to the principles of the revoluti^ 
.on. For afperfing the memory of King William, 
they had degraded and expelled Edward Forbes, 
one of their members. To tlris application in their 
behalf, her Majefty returjied a favourable anfwer. 

Of all the tories of the time, none was more via^ 

Jent than Dodlor Browne Biihop of Cork. It was 

ufual with the friends of the revolintion, in order to 

• exprefs, and to cherifh their gratitude to the great 

/mftrument of that ineftimable blefling, to drink the 

^ pious and the glorious memory of King William the 

Tlhird. This offended the Bifhop, who on account 

;of his refentment againft this particular inftance, 

endeavoured to (hew, . in a performance which he 

- pubtiQied on the occafion, that the cuftom of drink- 

. ing healths was chargeable with impiety* But this 

R 3 idea 



a62 THE « 1ST Oil Y 

idea was treated with contempt, and the pifatftice, 
itiore cfpccially as it reflcfted honor upon the tcvo- 
lutioil Attd the memory of King William, univcr- 
Jaily prevailed. This trifling circumftattce would 
not merit attention, did it not tend to point out the 
fpirit of the times. 

A MONEY bill which had been tranfmitted to 
England, was returned with alterations, upon which 
a debate took place in the houfe, concerning this in- 
fringement of the privileges of parliament. It was 
determined by a large majority, in which there were 
feveral of the court members, to rejeCl the bill in 
it's prefent form. 

Fi VE hundred femilies of Palatine refugees, forced 
from their country, came over to look for a fettle- 
ment in Ireland. The conunons having taken their 
cafe into particular confid^ration, paffed a number 
of refolutions in their favour^ equally exprcffive of 
their benevolence and patriotifm. 

The Earl of Wharton was not long continued 
governor of Ireland, He had profeffed the princi- 
ples of whiggifm, but was profligate in his morals, 
avowed Wmfelf openly an infidel, defpifed every 
thing ferious^ and treated with contempt all. the 
obligations of religion. Such an example in tlie 
ruler of a nation had the molt pernicious tendency. 
Jiis removal was an a£t of juftice to the kingdom^ 
and to be defired by the virtuQus of all parties. 

One of the many difputes, occafioned by the 
party fpirit which became every day more violent 
in both kingdoms, was that which arofe in Dublin, 
in feventeen hundred and thirteen^ relative to the 
election of a Lord Msiyot. That office was then 
filled by Sir Samuel Cook> whofe pritjciples were 
hoflile to the revolution^ In his ahfeiice, the alder- 
inea eleded Mr. Pltafant a^whig, a$ hisfucceflbr. 

' By 
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By certain Ule regubtioMy calculated to prcoicite: 
the intereft of the tory panty^ the Lord Mayor bad 
been in^eiled with a right to nimitfMte three aider* 
men, one of whom# unlefa to them ali reafenable 
obje^ions could be made, mufl be ehbfeir to fuc*^^ 
ceed htm. Sir Samuel would i)or aoqutefoe iil the 
eIe£kion, which^ upon the mdtte^ being referred tor 
to their determination, was fet^ afide by the privy 
council. The aldermen then were ftHnmoned by 
the Lord Mayor^ to nuit^ a new choice. To one 
of the three^ whoni he propofed lo their confider^tir 
on, who was not an akieriMn, twenty of them ob^ 
je^ed. Before any thing could be determined, thd 
court was difmifTed^ This conteft communicating td 
the friends and the ccmnexions of thfi oppofite par^ 
tiesy threw the city into a flame, which was attended 
by the greateil diibrder andconfuflon, and continued 
to the death of the Q^een« It ws ragir^ when the 
Duke of Shrewlbury arrived to take upon him the 
government of Ireland. Shrewfbury was a tory in 
principle, but from policy he efpoufed openly the 
intereft of the whigs. By his prote^on, he ani- 
mated the hopes of the well afiedted to the revolun 
tion, and the Pmteflant iuo^fiic^r On the mret- 
fary of lus birth day^ he drai^ publicly to ihjc pioiis 
and glorious menioFy of l^ing WiMaiqi. To make 
the icene more brilliant^ his Dutchefs gave to the 
nobility and gentry a magnificent bail, and the 
evening was concluded with extraordinary demon- 
ilrations of jgy. 

IM Dublin, and the ptber pwrts of the kii^dom^ 
the ele^fon for members of parliament w^s warmly 
MQtefted. When the hoafe met, it appeared thft 
of tbeoommoQS, the whigs had a fmall majority^ 
but that in the peers^ the il^ength ofythe c^pofite 
pi!M^ly WW jpr«vajkn|^ Enquiry ioto ^t caufe, and 

the 
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the abettors of .a riot, which had happened at the 
eledion of lAembers for the dty^ led the Commons 
to animadvert feverely, Upon th^ inflammatory Con- 
duft of Sir Conftantinc l^hipps, lord chancellor^' 
whofe attachment to the arch jftcobite Sacheverell, 
had been particularly ^iftirtguifhed. For adlmg a 
part, in a variety of rcfpeAs hoftilc to the coilftituti- 
on, and to the liberties of his country, they refolv- 
ed^ that anadkireft (hould be prefented to her Ma- 
jefty^ to retnbvtf him from his place of Lord Chan- 
eelter, for *he pe^e €nd the fafety of hef Proteftiant 
fobjetfts t)f Ireland/ To this the lords pafled refo- 
kitions dire<9tly the reverfe: Irritated by this oppo- 
fitidn, the commons renewed th^ir cenfures of the 
Chancellor, in a rnanner which placed hils cortduft in 
* ftill more obnoxious point of view. But they 
were inefFeftual. The government of England 
was now dire&ed by new men,' and by new mea- 
fures. 

/Vd5eu* 

L E T 1r E R LXV. 

ONE of the moll ftrcnuous affcrtors of Hbctty, 
and of revolution principles^ in this country, 
Vas the Right Honourable Robert Molefworth* At 
this time a particular cirCumftance happened, which 
Tchdered -him very confpicubus. With the change 
i^f the Britifti miniftry, the profeflfed political fenti- 
mcnts of the convocation changed alfq. In the year 
«feventeen hundred and five, they avowed principles 
moft friendly to the revblutioni thofe which they 
•now patronized were quite^ of 4 contrary complexi- 
on. To exprefs their zeal in the caufe of jjacobi- 
tifm, th^ carried up an addrefs to the Caftle, iii fa- 
Vor of the Chancelbr,. with a view to counteract 

that 
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that which juft before h^d been prefented by the 
cdmmons. On their entering^ Mr. Molefworth, 
who happened to be prefent, faid to feme gentle- 
men near him. " they who have turned the world 
upfide down, are come hither alfo.'* He was over- 
heard by the clergy. They took fire, and com- 
plained of the afperfion to the lords. The lords de- 
fired a conference with the commons, but they 
treated the matter with indifference. However, the 
fenglifli miriiftry chofe to cohfider it in a diffefent 
light. To the difgrace of their principles, they re- 
moved Mr. Molefworth from the privy council. 
^ So great was the confidence they placed in the dan- 
gerous fchemes of government, now in agitation, that 
the friends of the Pretender began openly to enlift 
men in this country, 'for his fervice. 
• It was highly honourable to our parliament aild a 
fingular bleffing to the nation, that from the acceifion , 
of th? Queen, they had uniformly fuppkwted the 
princij^es of the revolution. What a pity it is, that 
heated by a fpirit of party, impreffed by too ftrong 
a fenfe of paft tranfa^ions, aild perverted by the old 
leaven of religious bigotry, they reduced the Roman 
Catholics to a ftate of deprelfibn, which ievery fenti- 
ment of benevolence loudly condemns, and which 
no argument of policy or of reafon can jiiftify. 
The aft of reftraining them, with refpeft to the 
•conveyance of their eftates, has been already menti- 
oned. This is but one of the many additional op- 
preflions laid upon them by parliament. They 
were forbidden to realize the produce of their indu- 
ftry, under the penalty of forfeiture. Under the 
penalty of forfeiture^ they were excluded from the 
benefit of leafehold intereft, for a longer term than 
thirty one years ; even with refpedt to this advan- 
tage, reftriitions wer^ impofed upon them^ one of 
" which 
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which was, tha( if their farm produced more ika» 
z third j^ofit, their right in it was irnmec&uely to 
qeafe, and to pafs over entirely to the firft Pioteftant 
difcoverer* The parliaioent inv^fted the fon of a^ 
Roman CadioKc, who would conform to ^ eftaUiflt^ 
ed telivgtonf with a power wer )u$ father^a inheritance. 
The father becanw tenant for life^ and that under 
mortifying refiri^ions. Not only purchaitd eftated 
m land, but fmalt tenement^ even houfes were made 
difcoverable by !aw^ and beeaitte the pfoperty 6t 
the firft Proteftant infcMiner. A horfe of five 
pounds value^ bebnging to a ILoman CadioliCg 
might upon information^ be taken from hkn without 
any equivaient. Under the penahy of a hundred 
pounds every Papift was ficirlndden to keep more 
than two apprennces, who wepe to be bound lo him 
for a term, not lefs than feven yeafSt To Roman 
Catholics feminaries of education in ^a country 
were exprefsly prohibited, and if they fent thek 
cbitdren to be inftru^ed abroad^ they became fiib* 
jed to punishment. In refpe^t in ilie exercife of 
ihcir religion, it waa reftrid^ed by a variety of new 
and aggravating opfH-eflioiiSt The fetter^ impofed 
upon confcieftce and riieir civil ptivilegea,^ were at- 
mod numbef leis. To read tfie taws eoa^)^ againft 
thefe unhappy people at this period, Rib %ht heart 
with ai^ifli. Was it reafonabte ^lua to deprive 
men of their natural rights, to encreafe the mifi^ies 
of thofe, wfeo, except for a few preoeding years, 
had been grtevouily afflicted i Is it reafohabie to be 
unjuft i The public faith was plighted to the Roman 
Catholics, by the articles of Limerick. Where wa^ 
the national honor, in reaitting the fufpidons enlef- 
tained of government, by the fourteen thoufand 
who deferted their country, to the prejudice of thofe, 
who repofed b the tedtitudc of it*s inieniions aa im^ 

plicit 
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plicit confidence ? The kttef encouraged by the 
profpea of future fccurity^ begaii to cultivate their 
lands, and to purfue their feveral avocations. 
Though the grcatcft part of the Englifli troops werfe 
removed, Aot the leaft attempt was made by the 
Irifh to dillurb the public tranquillity. Befides, truft- 
ing to the fentifiients, which he concluded would be 
mfpir^d in the natives by better treatment, the wif- 
dom, the juftice and humanity of King William, 
with refpeft to them, were confpicuous above all 
the foveftigiis, who, from the time of Henry the 
Seccmd, had fat upon the English throne. But 
fcarcely w^ thii excellent prince laid in the grave, 
when notwithftanding the vlfible falutary eflfefls of 
hifi lenity towards the Roman Catholi<;s, which had 
laftedten yeara, and were likely to continue, they 
began to be treated witj^ rigour. It daily encreaf- 
edy until it far exceeded the fevcrity of former 
times. In vain the imprudence of a few Catholics, 
or fufpicions wtthrefpeft to the intentions of a num- 
ber of thofe of the lower clafs, in favour of the Pre- 
tender, were pleaded in Juftification of fuch mear 
furcs. No ad of difloyalty, no defign of difturbing 
the peace of government, could upon a reafonable 
foundation, be charged on the body of that people. 
As kindnefs, or rather common Juitice, had begun 
to remove their difiatisfation, and to attach them to 
government, the contrary ufage alienated their affec- 
tions from it, and from their country. They ceafed 
to cultivate their farms, and converted them to 
. grazing. Induftry drooped. A number of the in- 
h^itants of Leiniler, Munfter and Connaught emi- 
grated, and (ought elfewhere for the means of fub- 
iiilence, "^ 

Adieu. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXVI. 

IF the Irifh parliament, during the prcfcnt rcigrf, 
encroached upon the privileges of the Roman 
Catholics, the fame treatment was meafured out to 
themfelves by the parliament of England. 

The illegal intejrfcrence of the EngU(b lords, in 
the caufe t>f the Earl and Countefs of Meath has 
been mentioned. 

By a British aft of parliament, the town of New 
Rofs, in the county of Wexford, was made. a port for 
exporting wool from this country to England. By 
the fame pretended authority, we were penxMtted 
to export limn cloth to the Plantations, and prohi* 
bited to import that commoctity from Scotland. By 
a Britifli aft, a limited time was appointed^ for per* 
Ions to advance their claims to forfeited eftates and 
other intcrcfts tn Ireland. 

. AsTATVTR, to prevent the growth of fchifiii in 
England concludes thus, " Be it enafted, that aH 
and every the temffdies, provifions and claufes, by 
this aft given, .made, ind enafted,. fhall extend to 
Ireland^ in as full and effeftual a manner, as if Ire- 
land had been exprefsly named and mentioned, in all 
and every tjie claufes of faid aft.-* Thus did they 
: continue to purfae a fyftem of policy, with refpeft 
-to us, illiberal,, injurious 16 the rights of our legifl^ 
ture, of which we had long complamed, particularly 
as you have perceived, dyring the whole of the late 
. reign* Both with refpeft to themfelves. and others, 
>men of tory principles are in(cnfible to the bleffings 
.of freedoni. Kut it is; aftonifliing that whigs^ the 
avowed and the zealous patrons of liberty, hid no 
. .fcruple, and were ftruck by no feeling of inconfift- 
cnce, in trampling on the privileges of the Irifh con- 

ilitiition. 
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iHtiition.. In the former part of her reign, whigs 
directed the counfels of the Queen. However un- 
kind they were to our rights, during their admiili- 
ftration, the great obje6:5 of the revolution, with re-: 
fpeft to Britain were invariably purfued, and the 
glory of the empire raifed to a high degree of fplen- 
dour^ by the aftonilhing viftories gained over the 
armies of France, under the aufpices of the il!u- 
ftrious Duke of Marlborough, But (he changed 
her minifters, and the counfels of her government. 
Her laurels faded. A diftionourabie peace tamiflied 
the brilliancy of a fuccefsfui war. Thofe fears of 
the revolutioners, with refpe€t to the defigns df the 
oppbfite party, which had made them fo uncafy,. 
were likely to be realized. The conftitution tot-, 
tered on the brink of deftruftion. Providence kindly 
interpofed, and to the unfpeakable joy of the friends 
of liberty, removed the Queen by deaths on the 
firft of Auguft feventeen hundred and fourteen. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXVir. 

FROM the change of the miniftry, tjie tones ^ 
had entertained the moll flattering hopes, of, 
trampling over the political views of the oppofite 
party. To break through the order of fuceeffion, 
as eftablilhed by the adt of fettlement, in favour of 
the Pretender, was the great objeft of their wilhes, 
and of all thdr intrigues. But the premature death 
of the Queen, who bad entered into their defign, ^ 
broke their bond of union,' left them without a 
head, and blafted their expectations. Happily for . 
thefe nations, the friends of the houfc of Hanover 
were the majority in the privy coundl. The late 
joyful event dlffipatcd the thick cloud which hung 

over 
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over their profpcft, and infufediife^ fpWt and ze^I 
into their exertions, 4nd thofe of their aflbciateSs in 
favour of the Protdlant fucceflion. The tQt\t^ 
brooded in filent dlfcontcnt over their mortifying 
difappointmcnt. Without oppofition, George the 
Firft, fon of Emcft Auguftus, Elector of Brunfwick^ 
and of Sophia, grand- daughter of James the Firft, 
was proclaimed and acknowledged king in Britain 
and Ireland. As he was fenfible, inclined to bufi^- 
nefs, had obtained experlenoe frten age, and was 
attached to the principles of the revolution, very fa- 
vourable expeAations were formed, of the wifdoni 
and reftitudc of his govcmmientr The tories, as 
they had every rcafon to expedt, were reje^ed frc«n 
hi$ counfcis ; public affairs were entirely committed 
to the management of wbigy, the mtn who had pla- 
ced Mm on the throne, and upon whofe affiftance 
cnly^ he could with confidence and fafety depend 
for fupporn 

Th5 Irilh parliament met in November feven- 
teen hundred and fifteen^ Warmly attached to his 
Majefty, arid to the principles of his government, 
they recognized his title to the crown- Towards 
ihe cQh&lu/ion of the late reign, a bill had been 
brought Into qur parliament, to attaint the Pretcn- 
der* By the counfel of her miniftcrs the Oyeen 
prorogued the parBament, to prevent this bill from 
pfling info a law. The fame influence prevailed 
with hej: Majefty^ to di(band a great part of the 
;arroy in Ireland» that no effeftual oppofition might 
be given by. the revolutioners, to the fchemes then 
dcfigncd to be carried into execution-* The com- 
mons n®w refplvf dt that whoever advifed tbef? un- 
conftitutiona! ni**fures, Arthur Earl of Anglefey in 
. particular, were enemies to the fucceiTion, as by law 
eilabliflied in the illuitilQUS houfe.<pf Hwover, to 

- tjhe 
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the Proteftant religion, ^nd friends to the Pretender. 
Having been informed by the lords jufticcs, that by 
an exprcfs from one of the fecretiries of ftate, it 
was intimated, that this kingdom would he fud+- 
denly invaded, the pommons ad^cffed hb Majcfly, 
expreirmg their abiiorrence of this dcfign, their hi* 
tention of ufing every means m order to defeat it, 
ind thdr zeal and aSe£tion for his perfbn and go- 
vernment. Immediately after this proof of their 
loyalty, they entered into an aflbcktion^ for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, agaiaft. the hoftile defigns of 
the Pretender and all his abettors. The informa- 
tion whioh had been received from government, re- 
fpedting. the views of the Pretender towards this 
kingdom, had not Been well founded. It was^ in 
Scotland tliat the Pretender defigned to make an 
effort in fupport of bis caufe. There the Earl of 
Derwcgntwater 4nd Mr, Foftcr took the field near 
the borders, about the end of Summer, and pro- 
clainjcd him Mug- Though the number of their 
partizans was/mcpnfiderable, they were fo raft as to 
penetrate into England. When they had advanced 
as far as Prefton, they were furrounded by a body 
of troops, commanded by the generals Wills and 
Carpcntv* and taken prifoncrs. 

Me AK while, the 4arl of Mar, who had fik^iKrife 
taken up arn)s in Scotland in favour of the Pixten^ 
der, found hin^felf at the bead of ten thoufaad men, 
with this .forpe and fonie flans by which he was af- 
terwards joined, he alfo direAed his march towards 4 
England. The Duke of Argyfe, commander in 
diief of the troops in North Britain, led againft him 
three thoiifand five hundred men, which he had 
haftil^ cc^lk^ted upon the ocQi(ion, and came up 
with him in the neighbourhood of Dunbiain. Not- 
^iKVth^diAg h» 4ifpanty in poi^^t of numbers, he 

refolved 
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rcfolvcd to engage the enemy. In the battle vrhich 
enfued, Argyle, with the wing which he com- 
manded, broke that of the rebels which oppofed him, 
and drove them off the. field j whilft the other wing 
of their army was equally victorious. The engage- 
ment ended, without either fide having a right to claim 
the fupcriority. But the confequences to the King*s 
troops, were as favourable as if they had. obtained a 
decifive viftory- • The caftle of Invernefs furrendered 
to Argyle, and a confiderable part of Mar's forces, 
being Hopped in their progrefs, deferted and re- 
turned home. 

The Earl of Mar, Lord Derwentwater, and Mr. 
Fofler had'taken up arms on theprefumption, that 
the adherents of James wcaild ftock to their ftand- 
ards, in feich numbers; as to give theif efforts in be- 
half of his caufe, a profpeCt of fuccefs. It now 
plainly appeared that this was a groundlefs expefta- 
tion. 

The Pretender, hoping that his prefence would 
diffipate the fears, and roufe the attachment of his 
friends, into a general and vigorous exertion in his 
favour, fet off privately from France, and accompa- 
nied by only fix gentlemen, arrived in Scotland on 
the twenty fecond of Decenibier. In this attempt 
there was no wifHom, It was too long deferred. 
The late difappointment had extinguilhed the fpirit 
of his friends. After a ftiort ftay in the kingdom, 
during which he difcovered much vanity and little 
» ])rudence, he abandoned the enter prize and returned 
to France. 

Whilst Britain was involved in thefe confiifions, 
Irelarld enjoyed uninterrupted peace. The tories 
remained perfedly quiet, nor did the Roman Catho* 
r^GS, notwithftanding their grievotj^ opjxefllons and 
the jealoufies entcrtaiaed of them, make the fmalK 
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eft^attcmpl Id diftnrb the public ttaii^jHiBfty. Our 
p^H^m^t fet i- price-on the head of the Pt'ttehdef, 
ft^nd paff^d a bill of attamder ngdirift the Duke of 
Ormond, wfaofc uncbnftitutional principles were pai^- 
ticuferly obnoxious. Th^y likis^ife rtfolvcd, that 
an addf eft (hould be prefentcd to- the lords juft?ces, 
to recommend the corporation of DuWm fo'his lila- 
jefty for a ma/rk of royal favour, to perpetuate the 
virtue land faithful fer vices of fhe aldermen and flie- 
rifis, which in the late conteft'for the choice of i 
Lord Mayor, had been fo remarkable* - 

Adieu. 

L E T T E R LXVlJi. 

IN theyeaf feventeen hundred and VutWiftcfn, the 
injuries <rf this country were aggravated in a de- 
gree, quite intolerable to the feelings of frefeitten. 
The tranfactions of that memorable perio<^, which J 
am now ab6ut to relate, haveimprefled a ftain 6a 
the juftfce of tlie Englifti nation, which nothing tzn 
obiiterate^ but their paying ift time to come, a f$- 
cred regard to the cotiftitutioffalr privileges of this 
country. It is in the virtues of^ Britons of the pre- 
fent and future times alone, that we can forget ^e 
defpotifrr^ of their atieeftors. 

A CAUSE, relative to an eftate betwixt Heflet 
iSierlock and ^faarice Annefly, was tried before 
the court of exchequer in Ireland. The latter ob- 
tained a ddcree c which upon appeal, was reverfed 
by the lords. Prom their fentence Annefly ap- 
pealed to the Engli(h peers, by whdm the judgment 
given in his favour by the court of exchequer was 
confirmed, and an order iffued to put him in poflef- 
fibn of thef difputed eftate. Againft this illegal de- 
termination, Sherloefc petitioned the Irilh houfe af 
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lords. In this affair^ the dignity of the peers and 
the privileges of the nation were deeply involved. 
The firft ftcp the lords took was to propofe to the 
confideration of the judges^ whether by the laws of 
the land^ an appeal lies from a decree of the court 
of exchequer in Ireland, to the King in parliament 
in Great Britain ? This queflion they determined in 
the negative. The peers then refolved, that they 
would fupport their honor, jurifdidtion, and privile- 
ges, by giving the petitioner Heller Sherlock effec- 
tual relief, purfuant to a former order. Notwith- 
ftanditig, fome time after a petition was prefented 
to the houfe, by Alexander Burrowes Iheriff of Kil- 
dare, fetting forth, that his predece0br in office had 
put Hefter Sherlock in pofleffion of the premifes. 
That'Uppn his entering into office, an injundtioa 
agreeably to an order of the Engliih peers, ifiued 
from the exchequer, commanding him to reftore 
Maurice Annefly td the pofleffion of the above men- 
tioned lauds 'y that not daring to a£t in contradidtion 
to the order of the houfe, he was fined. That in 
confequence of this^ being afraid left he (hould be 
taken into cuftody, he durft not venture to come in 
to pafs his accounts, for which he was fined twelve 
hundred pounds. 

Upon which the lords refolved, " that Alexander 
Burrowes Efquire, in not obeying the injundion if- 
fued from his Majefty's coiurt of -exchequer, in the 
caufe betwixt Sherlock and Annefly, has behaved 
himfelf with integrity and courage, and with due 
refpCiSk to the orders and refolutions of the houfe. 
That the fines impofed upon him be taken off. 
That the lord chief barons of the exchequer, in the 
caufe betwixt Sherlock and Annefly, and alfo re- 
fpefting the Sheriff of Kildiare, had aded in manifefl: 
derogation to and dimiaution of the. King's preroga- . 
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five, of finally judging in his high court of parlia- 
ment in Ireland, as alfo of the rights and privileges 
of this kingdom and it's parliament." Orders then 
paflcd the hoiife, that the barons' of the exchequer 
for this offence fhould be taken into caftody, which; 
were accordingly executed. In vindication of th^fe 
meafures and of the rights of the nation, they drew 
up a reprefentation to be preferited to his Majefty. 

In this excellent paper they reprefent, that by 
many ancient records and fundry a6ts of parlia- 
ment it appeared, that the Kings and principal 
men of Ireland did without compulfion, fubmit to 
Henry the Second as their liege lord^ who at the 
defire of the Irifh, ordained that the laws of Eng- 
land fhould be of force, and obferved in Ais king- 
dom. That by this agreement we obtained the 
benefit of Englifh law, with many other privileges; 
particularly that of having a diftindt parliament, in 
which weighty and important matters relating to 
this kingdom, were to be treated, difcufled, and de- 
termined. That this conceflion and compaft, rati- 
fied by fucceeding kings, encouraged the Englifli to 
come over and fettle in Ireland, where they were to 
enjoy the fame laws, the fame liberties, and a con- 
ftitution fimikr to that of Englaiid, That by this 
conftitution and thefe privileges, his Majefty *s fub* 
jedks had been enabled to difcharge their duty faith- 
fully to the crown ; that therefore they infifted upon 
them, and hoped to have them preferved inviolable. 
That though the imperial crown of this realm was 
annexed to that of Great Britain, yet being a dif- 
tin6t dominion, and being no part of the kingdom 
of England, none could determine with refpeft to the 
aflfairs of it, but fuch as were authorized by it*s known 
laws and cuftoms, or the exprefs confent of the 
Kin^. That it was an invafion of his Majefty's pre^- 
* ' ' -"^ $ Z Togativc, 
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rpgatiyc^ and a g^^v^ce to fais Iriih fubje^s, ^ 
any courj of ju<ficature to take upojx thcn^ to de- 
clare, that he could not by bis authority in parliar 
ment, detejrminp all cootrovexfics betwixt bis fubr 
jeftepf this kingdpp:^, oi; that when they appeal to 
i}s JV'f^ffty i^ p^rlfanicnt here, tfiey did not bring 
their caujTp before a competent judicature. That ia 
relation to the removal pf caufes by appeal from 
this Hij^gdom* our; judges being ibmetimcs ignorant 
of the cQinmon law x>f England^ which was the rul^ 
9f the^ir (lecifions, did apply to his Majefty for inforr 
ixjation, yhighbe gave them by the advice, and with 
the ^ffiftange of the juftipe? of the King's bench* 
whp4i\ ^ncient times cpnftfuitly attep4cd his perfon* 
That whipi) the Kii?g'? bench cam^ to be ixtd^ apt 
pe^ls were made to it, though the King vras not 
perfonally. prdfent. That jfrom h«ice it q<*iW pot 
be iifferrec) upPQ any grpund, that, appeals from the 

Earfiament of Ireland,^ might be brpught before thci 
oufp of peers in England. They reprefent, that 
but two inftanccs occured, of appeals from the Irilh 
court of chanpery to. the Englilh peers, prior to the 
revolution, and two inftanccs fubfequcnt to it, until 
the year fey enteen, hundred and threc^ none of 
which ought to aifFed the . jurifcdidion of the Irifl^ 
lords, as by the principles ^nd the natufe of their> 
conftitutipn, whatever jiidipial powers were lodged 
in the Britifh parliament, with refpe£t to that king- 
dom and it*s inferior courts, the fame muft likcwife 
be vefted in the parliament of Ireland, jvith refpedb 
to this king^rp and it*s inferior courts. That 
tTierefore in the year fev^nteen. hundred and three^f 
upon a complaint of the Earl and Counteis of 
Meath, that during the interval of parliament, aa 
or^er of jhe Englilh peer? had difpoffeffcd them of 
certain knds, which had been deaeed them here^^ 
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the Irifh parFmrncnt^ icRtrttd ihtht effeatially, ^6 
fhe undiffurbcd pofleffioir of them. That there was 
jtril' reafon to cortcludfe /th^y wtouhJ Rav^ afted thi 
lame part, refpe(Stmg tlie' appeal' of thfe ^ifliop c^ 
Derry, had he not befeit refebv-ed, and a compofitloA 
made by his fucceffor \Hth ihi liptidon fpciet jr pre*- 
vented it.' Then they Jfete rfie appeall of M^rrce 
Anneily from their judgenierit, with afl the ^rtrculars 
bf tlie'irfterference* of; the Eni^Mi fords, in that 
caufe, injarious to their privileges. The ]3ernrciotis 
cohfequences of this ufitrfjefd jurifdii^ion of the' Bfi- 
tiffi peers, are next pointed <6ut by them 'with fphrit 
and perfpifcuity. 

' The V obferVe to Ws l<4a^y^ ^tJiaf it is 'A6 rlghf, 
find theliiappirielk of hisTubje<aSlri thfs kingJofri^ a*s 
iveir is of Aofi^irt Britain, Mi l^jr' theft- 'i^efpcaive 
feenflituflb^, |uftice iS4adm?ntftpea' to thefti t^thotA 
much trbubfe or experice, in? th^ ferigdotti io whicfi 
<%^.bel6ngV l>tif if his- Majsa^t. Kf deprfyed of the 
^Vl^^f «nklly -det'erm^^^^ ciWffes hfere, ih.lSis higft 
Vohtt (Dfe*partiaMeiiit,^ tboft WRA Wilre tinidMe to fo>- 
•hw Aem to Fritaih, * ffiurt fiibiAit to' wfiatever 
: Wrongs thejr might fui^, front ifte rtiore fidi^ anH 
^powerful.- ifhit \i all jliiagiKtnfe' rniade i*i Hts Mi- 
9efty*^ Mghefi ebwT V^ithih i^ kin^«tfn^ ^'We fu^ 
jedf to bfe reverfd by t?te' t^tdi jifi Gi^eat firitmn, 
the liberty mid pYoperty '6f all his fubje<fU ^f freknc?, 
^niuft thei^eb^ b6c6ftfe^fiiMly depehdeiitl^oh Ae Brt 
^ti(h pee^s^ ti>^*e g^^ of 'tfi^ d-epeir- 

^derice, wfcich T^law tlicfy oughti^waySJf^have ofi 
fheEngliftf crbWtf; tlkf if the inreTferettfci>>f tife 
Engliftt Wrrfs inTcfi*i*iHg^af)^afe from hdmdt, bfc 
wcogniz^rfaiixf Aip^tedy'il \fdQffli take d^yihte 
power frdth^htei^ajefty^ i# deTeYtnining>caufei:^i!l1ife 
parTiattient of this country, and confine it entirely 
to the parliament of Britain. That the writs for 
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fummoning the lords and commons in both coun- 
tries being the fame, they muft in each kingdom be 
poffcffed of equal powers, or elfe the peerage of 
their nation be little more than an empty title, and 
the commons ftand for ever deprived of the privi- 
lege of impeaching in parliament, which right could 
not pollibly be maintained, if there were not within 
the realm a parliamentary judicature. That if the 
power of judicature may, by a vote of the Britifli 
lords, be taken away from the parliament of Ireland, 
no reafon could be given why the fame lords might 
not, in the like manner, depri ye us of the benefit of 
our whole conftitution. That the lords of Great 
Britain have not in thcmfclves any way, either by 
law or cuftom, of executing their decrees in Ireland. 
That this could only be accompliHied by an extras 
ordinary exertion of royal Rpwer, )vhich would be 
highly prejudicial to the liberties of this nation. 

In conclufion^ they inform his Majeftyi that to 
prevent the appellant Bfther Sherlock^ from making 
farther application to the Irifli parliament, his der 
puty rcceiyer had paid her the fum qf aboyc eigh- 
teen hundred pounds, which to the prejudice of his 
Majefty V fubjefts^ he e^pe^^ed wpuld be. refunded 
by government. That thefe proceedings of the 
Englifli lords had greatly embarraflecl his parliament 
of Ireland, difguftedth? generality of his loyal fub- 
jeifts, and mull of neojeffity expofe pll (heriiFs and 
officers of juftice to the greateft hardljiips, by this 
interference of different Jurifdidions. They hopp 
that all thefe things being duly cpnfidered, his Ma- 
je% would juftify the fteps they had taken, for 
Supporting his prerpgatiye, and the juft rights and 
liberties of themfelves £^iid their fellow fubjedts. 

- Farewell. 

'' '■ /. '" ■ LET- 
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LETTER LXIX. 

THE rcprefentatioii and the proceedings of the 
houfe of lords in Ireland, concerning appeals,. 
being tranfmitted to his Majefty, purfuant to an 
addrefs for tlmt purpofe, they were laid before the 
BritiHi houfe of lords and read. Upon which, in- 
ilead of departing from the mode of conduct they 
had adopted, with refpeft to this country, the in- 
juftice of which was here placed to their view in a 
clear and ftriking light, they refolved, that the ba- 
rons of the court of exchequer in Ireland, in their 
proceedings in the caufe between Annefley and 
Sherlock) in obedience to their orders, had a£ted 
with courage according to law, in fupport of his 
Majefty's prerogative, and with fidelity to the> 
crown of Great Britain. That an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Majefty, to confer on them 
fome mark of his royal favour, as a rccompenfe for 
the injuries they had received, by being unjuftly; 
^enfured, and illegally imprifoned for doing their 
duty. 

The Duke of Leeds entered a warm and fpiritcd; 
proteft againft thefe refolutions. No advocate for 
the liberties of Ireland could have pleaded in behalf 
of them, with more zeal than was difcovered by this 
diflinguifhed nobleman on this occafion. 

Having thus interpofed, in behalf of thefe apof-^ 
tates from virtue and the caufe of their country, the 
Englifti peers compleatcd the meafures of their def- 
potifm, by ordering a bill to be brought in, for the 
better fecuring the dependency of Ireland, upon the 
crown of Great. Britain. The bill being prepared 
accordingly was brought in, and havingpaffedi the \ 
lonjs was fent 4oW ta the commons, Every Iriih- 
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man (hould be acquainted with all the parts of this 
chain forged to anhihiiaf^ the privileges ^^f our con- 
flitution. It was as follows. 

" Whereas attetnpts have been lately ttiade, to 
fhake off the fubjedtion of Ireland unto, and depen- 
dence upon the imperial crown of this realto, which 
will be of dangerous confequence to Great Britain 
dnd Ireland. And whereas the lords of Ireland in 
order thereto, have of late, againft law, aflumed to 
themfelves k power and jurifdi6tion td ejcarftine, cor- 
rcdt, and amend the judgments and tJecrecsJ of the 
courts of juftice in the kingdom of Ireland ; there- 
fore, for the better feciiring of the dependency of 
Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, may it 
pleaie yoiir Majefty, that it may be ehafterf, and ir 
is hereby declared and enafted, by the Ktng*s rtioft 
exdellcht Majefty, by and Nvith the advice and con- 
fent of the lords fpiritual and temporal, and com- 
mond, in this prefcnt parliament aflfembledi and by 
the authority of the fame, that the faid kingdom of 
Ireland hath been, is, and of right ou^t to be fub- 
6rdinaliE^ unto, and dependent upon the imperial 
crown of Great Britain, as being infeparably united 
ind anneifed'thereimto; and that the Ktn^s Maje- 
fty, by and with the a<fvice and confefit of the lords 
fpiritual aUd temporal, and commons of Qreit Bri- 
tain, in^ pafRament aflfembled, had, hath, and of 
right ought to have, fuJl-jKiwer and authority to 
make laws stnd ftatutes, of fufficient force, and va- 
lidity, to bihd the people and the kingdom of Ire- 
land. ' . 

♦< 'AKd be it farther enaded aftd declared,; by the 
authbrity aferefeid, that the- houfe of htds of ^rcfend 
fetVe iiM, Jidr of right ottght tohate any jurJfdiAten 
to jiidge of, affirm or reverfe any jundgtjwnt, fen* 
ftnct^ or decree, glv«i oi riiade in ^hyWurt* within 
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t!ie fkid kingdom ; iind that all proceedings before 
the faid houfe of lords, lipdn any fuch judgment^ 
fentence or dedree, are, and dre hereby dedajed to 
be, utterly null and void, to all intents and pur- 
pofes whatfoever/' 

• This bill met in the commons vvitli confiderable 
oppofitiort. Eighty three members, among whom 
^ere the Lords Molefworth and Tircotmel, two 
Irifh peeri,'Mr, Hungerford, and Mr. Pits, voted 
againft it. But it pafled into a kw, with a majo- 
tity of fifty fevcn. 

Thus did the Brltifli parliament, by this cxtraor- 
Anary ftatute, attempt to caft a veil over the ini- 
quity of it*s forrtier tifurpations, to fandtify injuftice, 
to rob of their conftittitional privileges, under the 
*laim of a pretended right, three millions of free- 
fnen. 

No felf evident principle is more plain, than that 
the defign of this law was to enflave the people of 
Ireland. The very diftinftion betwixt freemen and 
flaves is, that freemen are governed by their own 
laws. Haves by the lawfe of others. Now the laws 
of the Britifh parliament, to which we are here de- 
clared to owe fubjedtion, are not our lavvs, if there- 
fore wc are bound by them, Irifhmen are flaves. 
The authority afferted over us in this ftatute by 
the Engiilh legiflature, is abfolute, without limits, 
without reftriftion,' without the fmalleft refervation 
in favour of our privileges. It is an authority to 
reftraifx our commerce, to control our courts of juf- 
tice, to tax us without our confent, to difpofe of our 
perfons, of our lives and our property, at pleafure. 
It is an authorhy to abrogate the rights which we re- 
ceived from nature and to deftroy utterly our laws and 
conftitution. The title of the aft exprefles the defign 
^it;, ii; legible pharafters. It is, " for better fecuring 
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the dependency of Ircknd upon the crown of Great 
Britain/* The crown of Great Britain is here in-v 
tended to include all the branches of the EngFilh 
legiflature, fo that whatever fecurtty of our rights 
we were ftill in poffefGon of, whatever remains of 
our liberty were left undeftroycd by former en- 
croachments, were by this law to b; annihilated-^ 
If, as they here declare, the parliament of England 
had, hath, and of right ought to have full power 
and authority, to make laws and ftatutes of fuffici^ 
ent force and validity to bind Ireland, why from 
the moft remote period of antiquity, were we free 
from the control of any other nation under heaven, 
and in connection with the Britifli fovcreign^, from 
the invafion of Henry the Second, poffeffed of all 
the legiflative and executive powers, neceffary to a 
firce, to a diftindt and independent kingdom ? Why 
was the authority of our parliament, to make laiws 
cxclufively to bind us, never before called in qucfti-r 
on by that of England, and the exercife of it dif- 
turbed by none, or at moft by only a very few in-^ 
terruptions, during a period of near five hundred 
years? From. the aeceffion of Charles the Firft, the 
courfe of our legiflature was frequently interrupted, 
by the cncroaclnnents of the Englifh parliament; 
even then no attempt was made to juftify it. This 
claim of authority to control our national privileges, 
which could not be made, until every principle c^ 
juftice was corrupted by a fpirit of ambitious domi- 
nation, was never publilhed to the world, until the 
year feventeen hundred and nineteen. Is it not 
ft range, had they thought it to be confiftent with rea- 
fon or with equity, or with the relation which fuhfift* 
ed betwixt the two countries, that they permitted it to 
fie dormant for fo many centuries ? Nations, inftes^d 
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of fufpcnding their own, are prone to encroach 
upon the rights of others. 

The fame principle which excited the Britifti 
parliament, to claim a controuling power over the 
^dfcs of our legiflature, (hould have prompted them 
to order over their fleets and armies to extin- 
gui(h it, and to cut up by one effedlual effort the 
roots of our conftitution. Then deprived of the 
fubftance, we would not have been tantalized by 
the forms of independence. Then if Irilhmen were 
unable to raife themfelves from this humiliating con- 
<Jition, and to vindicate their liberty, the objeds of 
freedom being removed from before their eyes, they 
would have learned to wear their chains with lefs 
mortifying fenfibility. But our parliament muft re- 
main, to do thofe offices of government inconveni- 
ent to the Britiih legiflature. We muft toil, they 
muft fuperintend, muft diredV, muft reap all the ho- 
iior, the dignity and confequence refulting from our 
labours* Mere names are infignificant ; like gilded 
toys they only impofe upon children. A legiflative 
l?ody, fubjed in the exercife of it*s jurifdi<flion to 
any control but that of juftice, and the authority of 
it's own conftitution, is not a parliament. Our parli- 
ament upon the principles of the declaratory aft, is 
no more entitled to that honourable appellation, 
than the magiftrates of a petty corporate town, who 
can do no aft, but as they are permitted by the na- 
tional legiftature. 

In this memorable ftatute we are informed by 
the Britifti parliament, that our legiflature, in exer- 
cifing one of it's privileges, diftinft from and inde- 
pendent of that of England, have afted contrary to 
law. What law ? Is it the law of God ? That is 
impoffible, for he abominates tyrants. Of his infl- 
ate kindnefs he defires^ that all his creatures ihould 

enjoy 



th TH6 HISTORY 

enjoy the bleflings of t(\uzl liberty, with as Tittle rc- 
ftraint as they breathe the vital air, or as they par- 
take of the influences of the enlivening fun. Is it 
the law of juftice ? No ; for to exadt obedience, 
where it is not due, is mofl unjuft. Is it the law of 
compaft ? Quite the reverfe } for that we fhould 
have patFiaments of our own, uncofttrouled in thetr 
authority by any foreign jurifdidtion, and a Conftitu- 
tion as free as that of England, was the original con- 
dition, ratified by fubfequent conceflions, upon 
which we became and continued fubjeft to the Bri- 
tifh kings. Is it the law of England > Neither could 
this be ; for it is no law to us ; befides no antecedent 
few exiiled there, refpedting the depertdance o( Ire- 
land ; the declaratory adt is the firft of the kind 
which difgraced their ftatute books. The only lavfr 
which remained, forbidding our legiflature the exer- 
cife of their conffitutiona! privifeges, was the law of 
force, the law by which the robber takes away 
my property, or the aflaffin bereaves me of fifd ; the 
law by which tyrants trample on the rights of hii- 
man nature, and reduce freemen to the abjedt con- 
dition of flaves. If from the. beginnings of our inter- 
cotirfe with Britain, this law of power had been urt?* 
formJy exerted, (b as to prevent Ms from being pof-r 
(efled of either laws or conftitution ; if no conceffions 
had been made in our favour; if none of thofe 
agreements with the Britiffi kings had ever exited, 
from which we derive our charfered rights; bifr 
claim to national independance, and ta the bleflffngs 
of a free government, would ftancJ upon the moft 
immoveable foundation. It wouM be fendtified by 
the love of liberty, wrought fo deeply into the hu- 
man mind, as to h6 infeparable from if s exiftelice ; 
it would be fandtified by the diftates of feafon, and 
the great privileges of humanity, IThis ctaim, h6>*- 
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^ver borae down by fuperior foice^ would &\]i exift 
in full vigour. la Ydin would the de(pot plead in 
oppofition to it, the |irefcnplioii of myriads of ceiy- 
tuiiqs. There is no period in which exertions to 
r^ife it from opprefTion, would not be rewarded with 
iHat fenfe of innate dignity, with that glory and ho- 
fiour, which the uncorruptcd part of mankind delight 
to beftow on public virtue. The freedom of thei^r 
country has been a darling obje^ to Britons; no na- 
tion ia Europe, or of the moft remote antiquity, is 
inoce confpicuoufly diftinguiflicd by an averfion to 
tyranny. Continuing under the influence of this 
geaqrous principle, let them fuppofe that they had 
exehanged fituations with Iriihmen, and coitfidep 
bow thf y would have been iaffed^ed, by a trcatmcnf 
fimilar to that which we have experienced horn 
them, Let them fuppofe that we had reftrained 
their commerce, that after numberlefs a^s of vio- 
lence to thek cpiiftitution, our parH&ment had de- 
prived their peers of their privilege of appellant ju- 
Tifdi<jki0n, and dedarcd themfelves vefledwith'a 
«^t to control their iegiflature, and to bind them 
^y ^eir laws in all cafes whatever ', would they, not 
have reprobated fuch affumed, fuch tyrannical aUf^ 
thority, and thought it their indifpenfible duty to 
Yfr^ft it from us, by all the methods in their power?' 
- Had Henry jflie Fifth lived to compleat the cscsn- 
qatfi. of France,' it is highly probable he would have 
xemqved thither the feat of empire. In that cafe^ 
>youtd the Britifli legiflature have been pleafed h^d 
the parliament of Paris affumed a power of controul- 
ing their determinations ? 

Ir;Kland has merited better treatment than flic 
has, r^cdved from her filler country. Her favou- 
rites have been pcnfioned with thoufands from the 
fruite of our labours. She has been enriched by our 
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commerce and our manufadtures. From their eflates 
in this kingdom, amounting in value to nearly one 
third of the rents of the whole^ wealth has been de* 
aived to her nobility and gentry- Oppreffion ha& 
not extinguiflicd our good will. We have rejoiced in 
her profperity and glory. We have contributed.Jkf 
her fame. By recruits from Ireland her fleets and 
her armies have been aflifted, in gaining the laurels 
Ihe has won in every quarter of the globe. 

Will you pardon, my dear friend, this long di- 
greflion ? The branch of our fubjedb. which led to it 
is deeply interefting. I have deviated from the 
ftrift rules of narration^ on every occafion when ne- 
ceflary to enlarge our views, with refpedt to our pri- 
vikiges as Irifhmen, and to attach us more warmly 
to our country. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXX. 

AN infamous job difturbed the peace of Ireland, 
m the year feventeen hundreil and twenty 
fejor. C!bmmercial tranfadtions cannot be carried on 
with6ut a medium of exchange. Money which has 
been made ufe of for this purpofe muft be of a- dif- 
ferent value, to rieprefent fully the various kinds of 
property which are to be transferred. The quantity 
of it aMb, in every couptry muft be^ proportional to 
if'is internal commerce, and to that in which it is en* 
gaged with foreigners. Nfany years had paffed finee 
there was a coinage of halfpence and farthings for 
Ireland. In confequence they became fcarce. The 
deficiency was foutid to be attended with much in- 
convenience. To remove it, we applied to England 
f^x leave to coin them as ufuaL This privilege de*. 
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nied to the repeated foUicitations of the Irifh- nation, 
was by falfe rcprefentations obtained clandeftinely 
by William Wood, an Engliftiman and a very in- 
confiderable individuaL To this man his Majefty 
granted a patent to coin copper halfpence and far- 
^ things, for the ufe of Ireland, to the amount of a 
hundred and eigbt thoufand pounds. Such an in- 
dignity would ptobably have becrt fubmitted to with 
little oppofition, had he executed his truft with fide- 
lity. But it wais the intention of Wood to cheat 
the nation, for his own private emolument. He 
made his halfpence of fuch bafe metal, and fo fmall, 
that a fliilling of them was fcarcely worth a penny. 

Op thefe large quantities were fent over to this 
country. Bfafs money multiplied beyond all pro- 
portion. It was not only ufed in change, but ac- 
counts in general were likely to be paid in it. 
This danger, fo threatening to the intereft of the 
public, with the firft intimation of It, rouffd the fpi- 
rit of the nation. They perceived that the diminu- 
tion of property, in proportion to the quantity of 
this coin which (hould be received, and the alloy of 
bafer metal with which it was adulterated, muft be 
the inevitable confequences. They forefaw, that 
Wood might coin, and fend over without detec- 
tion, «iy fum beyond that to which he was Hmited 
by his patent. It was likewife evident, that whfilft 
Ws halfpence were permitted to circulate, the 
Butch and other foreigners might pour in counter- 
feit copper, to. any amount.. Men. of all ranks and 
of every denomination, with united efforts, laboured 
to remedy an evii which began already to be fenfi- 
Wyfelt. 

The Irifti parliament, in an addrefs to the King, 
tp\d him that they were called upon by their coun- 
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try, tp reprcfcnt th^ ill cOTifequences to the kingdom 
^k^ly refult from Wood's pa-tent ; that the diminii- 
tipn of the revenue pnd the ruia of tr^e wa$ the 
profpcft which it prefcatcd to view. An appli- 
cation of the privy conijcil to hi^ Majefty'fpoke 
the fame l^nguAg^. He wa^ likewife ^ddreflfed 
upon, the fubjeflt by moft of the city corporations. 
The grand jwry pf th^ cpunty of TM^\\n prefented 
alt pe^fons^ who woijld attempt to impofe upon th^ 
people of Ireland the bafe coin, as enemies to go^ 
vernnientr and to th^ fafety, peace and welfare of 
Ms Majefty's fubjeds At the quarter feffions, the 
country gentlemen decWred againft it almoft una-' 
]piH|ouily. It was no wonder that an attempt to 
ferve an individUaU ^ fpreigner, a ipan. dellitute pf 
principte^ to the ruin of thpwfands of individuals^ 
and the injury of the con>munity, (hould excite ge- 
a^af indignation. 

. Wooi>, inftead of relinqMiftiing a fchemc, the: 
bafenefs of which now appeared iu a glaring point 
of view, ufed every means to fuppprt it. By the in- 
fluence pf his friends the Engliflj privy cpweil pub- 
liflied a report in his favour, in whi^, for oppofi'ng 
his patent, they caft fevere afperftoas; t>n the Iriflt 
parKaiinent. He employed emiffaries.to purchafe 
privately the halfpence of the old coin; which were 
\jl the kingdom, tb-cncreafe the fcarcity, and to r^. 
move the objeftions againft the circulation of his own. 
But bis efforts were vain. After the minds of the' 
people had been agitated a year, by this difagreca-' 
ble affair, the King revoked the patent, by which 
the bafe money was entirely ftripped of it*s nomi- 
nal value, and the nation reftored to it's former' 
tranijuillity. 

The. want of a mint, for which we have appfie^' 
in . vain, was the fole caufe of this public diftur- 
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bance^ fq produdive of anxiety to numbers,, and fo 
prejudicial to our commerce. Formerly, a mint was 
eftablirtied in the Ifle of Man. The petty ftates of 
the German Empire have a power of coining mo- 
ney ; Ireland, an independent kirigdoni has for cen- 
turies been deprived of this privilege. May we. not 
hope to fee it reftored to us? It would raife a hand- 
fbme revenue, be a (aving to the nation, and contri- 
bute to pur dignity. 

Of thofe who oppofed the iniquitous impofition 
of Wood's bafe money, Dean Swift was particularly 
diflinguifhed. His l)rapiers Letters, in which, with 
fo much knowledge of the fubjedt, with fo much 
force and perfpicuity, he pointed out the nature and 
the coiifequendes of this pernicious defign, ^nd the 
methods of rendering it inefFeftual, were of firigular 
ufe. His country ftill gratefully acknowledges this 
noble effort of his patriotifm. He was in danger of 
fuffering deeply in the caufe. An argument ad- 
vanced by the people of this country irt oppofitioa 
to the patent arid which he himfelf particularly ex- 
plained, was, that brafs nloney being illegal, could 
not be forced upon us by the Kirig, without exceed- 
ing the lirttits of his prerogative. The partizans of 
Wood took occafion, from hence, to charge us with 
a defign of calling off our dependence on England. 
Swift examined the accufation with freedom, pointed 
out the encroachments made by the Engliih parlia- 
ment on our legiflative rights, and afferted that any 
dependence on England, except that of being fub- 
jedts of the fame king. Was contrary to the law of 
reafon, of nature, .of nations, and to the law of the 
land. In thofe days of fervitude, Iriftimen had not 
even the privilege to complain. For the author of 
the letter which contained thefe fpirited incontro- 
vertible truths, government, offered a reward of 
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three hundred pounds. However, not an indivi- 
dual could be found fo bafe as to proftitute his ton- 
fcience and to difhonor his country, for the fake of 
'this inglorious bribe. He remained undifcovered. 
The printer was then profecuted. Here likewife 
the tyranny of government was difappointed of it's 
aim. He was acquitted by the unanimous voice of 
tlie jury. 

That the fyftem of Irifli government, at this 
period, was mpft hoftile to our rights appears, in a 
ftriking light, from Primate Boulter's letters, who 
himfelf bore the office of lord juftice in the year 
feventeen hundred and twenty fix. A line of dif- 
tiniftion was drawn betwixt the Englifh and the 
Irilh intereft, and all the arts of political intrigue made 
ufe of to fupport the former in oppofition to the 
latter- The moft affiduous care was taken to fill all 
the great offices of ftate with Englilhmen, left if 
they were occupied by thofe of this country, oppo- 
fition to the meafures of miniftry fhould be made in 
favour of our privileges. The high dignity and 
large emoluments which Boulter enjoyed in Ireland 
might have interefted him in it's honor and profpe- 
lity. Inftead of this, influenced by the prejudices 
which he brought over with him from Britain, and 
by the principles of a compleat courtier, he entered 
into arid fupported with warmth, the views "of go- 
vernment moft prejudicial to it. In general, the 
aftions of men, in any of the departments of ftate, 
are wretchedly perverted. Ambition extinguifhes 
in. their hearts a regard to the rights of others. 
Inrenfible to the obligations of juftice they purfue 
meafures without remorfe, deftrudtive of the intereft 
of thoufands, even of a whole nation. In a private 
capacity, they would not injure a fingle in^iividual 
or depart, intentionally, from the paths of redlitude 

and 
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and ho2iGfr> Of tbiSj, the coadudt of Primate Boul- 
ter is a ftriking example. As a itiinifter he p^d 
little regard to the rights of the natioa. . In private 
life, by his benevolence, by generolity, by afts of 
charity and cofmpailion, he was moft ami'^bly dii^n^ 
guifliedi 

Aft Eft a reign of near thirteen years^ George 
the Firft died on the eleventh of June feventeea 
hundred and twenty fevcrf. He was eafy and 
agreeable in his manncrs,^ wife^ prudent and:atten«- 
tive to bufinefei As ai genemi, refpedlable. The 
itterks of his governnient have b^en afcribed to 
.himfelf, it*s defeits^ to the corruption and falfe prin* 
ciplea of his minifters^ 

Adieu^ 

L fi f T E PL LXXI. 

IWTELLi(3E^f CE of jEhe death of his Majefty 
arrived in England, the fourteenth of June. 
On the following day, the Pririce of Wales^ 172*7 ' 
then iii the forty fourth year orf his age^ wa« ' ' * 
proclainled.king by the title of Georgfe the Seconds 
His acceflioti to the throne was iritimafed to the Irifli 
parliament by Lord Catterct who had been eoiitinued 
Viceroy from the year feventcen hundreid aftd twenty 
five. Ill their addrefs to his Majefly^ the commons 
condole with hirti on the death of hisj father, Congra- 
tulate hirti ort being peaceaibty ralifed to the crown of 
his aftcefton^ and affUfe him of their iriviolable attach- 
ment Jo hi^ perfon^ filrtiily and government. Agree- 
ably to thefe profcffions of duty and refpeft, they 
Voted dbcarfulfy the neceflkry fiippiies. Mutual 
eipreffiorts of aflTedlion, betwixt the King and his 
people, and grateful acknowl^itients to the viceroy 
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for his wife and faithful adminiftration, clofed the 
fcffion. 

That our freeholders and freemen fhould be 
exempted from all undue influence in their choice of 
reprefentatives is indifpenfably neceflary to the fccu- 
rity of our privileges. To prevent the interference 
of the Lords in this refpeft, the commons rcfolved, 
that it is a high infringement of the liberties and 
privileges of the commons, for any lord of parlia- 
ment to concern himfelf in the election of members 
to ferve for the commons in parliament. That no 
peer of this realm hath right to vote as mayor, fove- 
reign, portrieve, burgomafter, alderman, burgcfs, 
freeholder or freeman, in the eledkion of any perfon 
to ferve as a member of parliament. That no lord 
of parliament or peer of this realm, hath any right 
to adl as a magiftrate in making any return of a mem- 
ber or members to ferve in parliament. That this 
houfe will admit of no perfon that (Kail be returned 
by any lord of parliament or peer of this realm to 
fit as a member of this houfe. In England, almoft 
every bill prefented to his Majefty by his parliament 
of that kingdom receives the royal affent. It is the 
misfortune of our bills to bfe very frequently rejedl- 
ed. At the clofe of the feflion which met in feven- 
teen hundred and twenty eight, our parliament ex- 
preffed their fenfe of his Majefty*3 favour in return- 
ing all the bills prepared to be pafled into laws; 
to which they add thefe remarkable words, " a 
happinefs peculiar to this feflion." So that in every 
former feflion the commons had the mortification to 
find that fome of their bills were rejedted. 

In the fubfequent feflion, it was found that a mo- 
ney bill fent over to England and tranfmitted, had, 
in feveral refpedls, been altered. This was a li- 
berty which the commons would never permit to be 
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taken with their money bills. If they were not re- 
turned as they originally flood, they were rejedlcd. 
On the prefent occafion, the parliament moft ftiame- 
fuUy relinquilhed their privileges. The bill paffed . 
by the voice of a large majority. A law was enr 
a£ted for encouraging tillage, much to the advantage 
of the poor, to the improvement of the kingdom 
and encreafe of it's commerce. His Majefty remit- 
ted the hereditary duties upon the exportation to 
England of wool and yarn, which tended to make 
the efFeds of it much more beneficial and exten- 
five. 

Lord Carteret continued to govern Ireland un- 
til the year feventeen hundred and thirty one. 
Though he was now only in the early part of life, 
he was a man of knowledge, a fine fcholar and an 
able politician. By his attention to the intereft of 
the kingdom and a faithful difcharge of his duty he 
acquired much dignity and reputation. He was 
fucceeded by the Duke of Dorfet. In the firft fef- 
fion of parliament held after his appointment to the 
government, a queftion of confiderable importance 
was determined in favour of the people. 

When, in the year feventeen hundred and fif- 
teen, apprehenfions were entertained of a defign upon 
this kingdom having been formed by the friends of 
the Pretender, the houfe of commons paffed a vote 
of credit to government, to a confiderable amount. 
This laid the foundation of our national debt, which, 
in a few years, cncreafed to upwards of two hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. For difcharging the intereft 
and the principal, a fund was provided by the com- 
mons. During the late adminiftratiqn, the friends 
of government moved in the houfe, that this fund 
Ihould be granted to his Majefty, his heirs and fuc- 
ceffors fc^ ever, redeemable by parliament. The 
T 3 patriots 
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patriots iniifted and caitfcd their point* tirat it was 
unconftitutional aild inconfiftcnt with the public 
fafety to grant it for a longer tcrni than from fcf- 
fion to feflion. 

An attempt was now made to yeft it in the 
crown for twenty one years. When the. affair came 
to be agitated the ftrength of the minifterialifts and 
pf the country party was exaftly equal; but immcr 
diately previous to the vote. Colonel Tottingham, 
who had ridden poft on the occafion, arrived in 
town, • haftcned to the houfe and by his voice deter- 
mined the queftion againft government. His zeal 
in this inftance, for the public good, was long re- 
membered by his country with particular czKpreflions 
pf gratitude. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXfL 

SfiVEK AL years, fubfcquent to the adminiftrar 
tion of the Duke of Dorfet, afford nothing 
Worthy of notice in the hiflory of this country. 

In the ye^r feventeen hundred and forty five 
thcfe nations were alarmed by an attempt of Charles 
iEdward, fen of the old Pretender the Chevalier 
Saint George, to expel the reigning family from 
the throne. The knowledge that there were many 
in Britain and Ifdand ftiU attached to the inte- 
reft of his houfe, wbo,^ lie hoped, would embrace 
the firfl opportunity of crouding to his ilandard, 
encouragement from certain of his partisans, whofe 
-^c^inerity or indigence prompted ^them to infpire him 
'with h6pes, the idea of meeting witli meffeftual 
pppofition from the Englifh ]govemmrat at prefent 
-engaged in an arduous -war with OPmnce and Spain, 
Rronipted him tQ engage in this -ill :conc«ted, dan- 
gerous 
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gerous u;idert^king. Accompanied by the M^rquifs 
of Tullibardinc, by Sir Thomas Sheridan and 
a fmall number of followers who had attached 
themfelves to his fortunes, he embarked on board a 
frigate and landed on the coJ^ft of Lochaber. Sti- 
mulated to rebellion by intelligence of this, the 
highland chiefs roufed their vaflTals to arras, and in a 
fliort time, placed the young adventurer at the head 
of fifteen hundred men! Having publiftied mani- 
feftoes, to encreafe the number of his partizans, he 
advanced to Perth where his fattier the old Cheva- 
lier was proclaimed king. The fame empty cere- 
mony was performed at Edinburgh. TTHe town 
received him . and fubn)i.ttpd to his authority, but 
the caftle retained it*s loyalty. iHis efforts to r.er 
duce.it by force were ineffeftual. By this time, his 
forces had confiderably encreafecj. The favourable 
iffue of the battle of Prefton Pans, in which he over- 
threw Sir John Cope, cutting off five hundred of 
his mpn, befides ithofe he took prifoners, infpired his 
friends with confidence and ad^ed to their number. 
The minds of the people were ftruck with confter- 
nation by this unexpefted misforttine. Had the 
Pretender taken advantage of his fuccefs and led 
his army immediately to England, it is perhaps dif- 
ficult to fay what would liave been the conifequence. 
Inftead of this, he loitered at Edinburgh, gratifying 
himfelf with the infignificant title and the pa^pade 
of majefty, and fo gave the ftate a full opportunity 
of taking cffeftual meafureg for.oppofjng his future 
progrefs. It was vigoroufly improved. 

After fome time, . Charles advanced with his 
troops to England, which he entered by the weftern 
border, took Carlifle, and prpceeji^d through tanca- 
fter and Prefton until he came to Manch^fter. Hav- 
ing here,eftabli(hedhis head quarters, he marched for- 
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ward by Derby until he came within a hundred 
miles of the capital. There, fpirited alfoqations 
were formed to oppofe his prqgrefs ; at the head of 
whom and of the regular troops the King deter- 
xpined to take the field in perfpn. The young ad- 
venturer not thinking it expedient to face the dari- 
ger to which he now found himfelf e^pofed, turned 
and retreated to Scotland. Stirling caftlc com- 
manded by General glakeney had retained it's loy- 
alty to his Majefty. Here Charles led his arrny, 
reinforced by Tom? troops which were aflembled 
during his abfence. His efforts to reduce it were: 
inefFedtual. 

By this time, General Hawley with a confidera- 
tle body pf the King's forces had advanced near 
Falkirk, where he was attacked by the rebels, to 
whom, after a feeble refiftance he left/'the field of 
battle, with p^rt of his artillery and tent equipage. 
His fcattered forces retired to Edinburgh, where 
Ihortly after, the Duke of Cumberland arrived from 
"Flanders ar^d placed himfelf at the head of the Engr 
lifli army. The forces which he, had colledled 
amounted to abput fourteen thpufand- Undif- 
mayed by the unfortunate iffue of the battle pf Fal- 
kirk, he prefle^ forward to engage the Pretender. 
Charles retired at his approach, and did not flop un- 
til he reached the plain of Cullpden, about niqe 
miles diftant from Inverncfs. Here he drew up his 
army, cpnfifting of eighteen thoufand men, deter- 
mined to rifque all his hopes upon one decifive bat- 
tle. 

It begjin about one o'clock on the fixtpenth of 
April feventccn hundred and forty fix. Superiority of 
numbers on the fide pf the rebel army by no means 
rendered them a match for that commanded by the 
Puke of Cumberland, which quite excelled them in 
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point of difcipline, After a ftiort confiidl they were 
entirely routed. Great numbers were flain in the 
field of battle and in the purfuit. The vidtory was 
compleat, but it would have been much more ho- 
iiourable to the conquerors had they not ftalned the 
glory of it by deftroying the enemy with an impe- 
tuous rage which refufed to be reftralned by the 
feelings of humanity. With this defeat, perifhed 
utterly all the expeftations of the unfortunate 
Charles, in refpeft to the Britifli throne. 

During thefe tranfadions, in which this coun- 
try, in common with the reft of the empire, was 
deeply interefl:cd. Lord Chefterfield governed Ire- 
land with diftinguiftied reputation. He met the 
parliament in Oftober of the preceding year. His 
fpeech which was full of afFeftion, and delivered with 
the moft graceful elocution infpircd the lords arid com- 
mons with confidence in the reftitude of his intenti- 
ons and excited their admiration. Neither they 
nor the nation were difappointed in their expefta- 
tions. 

The mllitafy force then in the kingdom was not 
confiderable. As fuch a number of his Majefty's 
Britifli fubjefts were in a ftate of aftual rebellion, 
this circumftance alarrned thie apprehenfions of thofe 
whofe fears magnified the danger of an inteftine in- 
furredtion, Lord Chefterfield was advifed to en- 
creafe the army, by an addition of four thoufand 
rnen. Inftead of this, he fent four battalions to the 
afliftance of the Duke of Cumberland, and encou- 
raged the volunteer affociations which formed in dif- 
ferent parts of the kingdom for the defence of their 
country. Thefe battalions he replaced by additi- 
onal companies to the regiments already on the efta- 
blirtiment. Thisfaved a confiderable expence to 
the nation and did not encreafe the influence of the 
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crown. Had he, like too many of our chief gover- 
nors, preferred court favour to the welfare and to 
the rights of the kingdom, he would, on this occafi- 
on, have raifed new regiments. 

It has been mentioned that in the year feventecn 
hundred and fifteen, when the rebellion that broke 
out in Scotland was not by any means as alarming as 
the prefent, a fum was voted to governmeut by our 
parliament fo far beyond our ability to difchargc 
as to lay the foundation of our national debt. The 
fupply aflced by Lord Chefterfield was fmall. He 
raifed it in the manner moft eafy and agreeable to 
the people, and expended it with oeconomy. There 
was even a faving which he applied to the public 
benefit. To purchafe the aid of friends in fupport 
of their meafures, it was a common pradlice with 
our lord lieutenants to bellow reverfionary grants. 
Convinced that this practice was prejudicial to the 
intereft of the nation, he gave no fuch grants. In 
his adminiftration, the deferving received their me- 
rited reward, the weak were protefted, and the op- 
preflive infolence of the haughty and overbearing 
reftrained. 

But no part of his condud was more amiable 
and worthy of efteem than his treatment of the 
Roman -Catholic^. Before his arrival, thofe in pow- 
er, from a fufpicion of their fentiments and defignsi, 
had fhut up their chapels in Dublin. Their .priefts 
were commanded to leave the kingdom by procla- 
mation. Such as difobeyed were; call into prifon 
and threatened with greater punifhment. TheCe 
feverities were offenfive to Lord Chefterfield. His 
fyftem of policy was not founded in partial views pf 
human nature, or in thofe contradled fentiments 
fuggefled by religious bigottry. It received no 
ttndure from the violence of a partyfpirit by which 
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tht judgment is perverted and reftraints impofed 
on fhe kind impulfes of humanity. Convinced that 
harfti treatnient alienates the heart, but that gentle 
ufagc iiifpires confidence and gains the affeaions, he 
permitted to the Roman Catholics the free undif- 
turbcd exercife of their religion. To accufations to 
their prejudice refulting from diflike and fupported 
by no better evidence than mere fufpicion, he paid no 
regard. Rumours of plots and infurreftions defigned 
by them, were liftened to by him with calm indif- 
ference. A little time employed in inveftigating the 
qaufe traced it out to a difturbed imagination, which 
created dangers to the ftate where iione exifted. 
Gratitude, for the confidence repofed in them by 
government, and for the benevolent indulgence with 
.which they were treated was an additional motive 
to the Catholics, befides thofe arifing from a regard 
to their own intereft, to avoid ill combinations in 
favour of the Pretender and to behave in the fame 
peaceable manner in which they had conduced 
-themfelves, during the rebellion in feventeen hun- 
<ircd and fifteen. Proteftant and Papift, whig and 
tory, thole of oppofite political principles and of 
;cvery religious denomination, united in admiring 
the wifdom and the public virtues of this excellent 
viceroy, and chearfuUy contributed their efforts to 
render his government eafy and agreeable. In par- 
liament, bufmefs went fmoothly forwards. No ex- 
ternal enemy difturbed the public peace, nor, 
through the whole of his adminiftration, did the leaft 
internal commotion, interrupt the national tranqui- 
lity. When entering upon office, our chief go- 
vernors, in general, render themfelves the objeds 
qf popular favour, but they are too apt, by chang- 
ing their mode of condudl, to lofe the good opinion 
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of the public and to become the objedls of jealoufy 
and diflatisfadlion. 

From the day that Lord Chefterfield took upon 
him the reins of government, he was equally con- 
fided ir\ loved and admired to that on which be em- 
barked for England, followed by the regret, by the 
prayers and good wifhes of a croud of attending 
fpeftators. He left Ireland in Spring feventieen 
hundred and forty fix. To perpetuate his virtues 
and the gratitude of the nation his buft was placed 
in the caftle of Dublin, at the public expence. How 
happy for Ireland would it be did the fame regard 
for her intereft, the fanie' patriotifm, and the fame 
generous enlarged principles of government, dignify 
the character of all her viceroys. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXIIL 

NOTHING conducive to the intereft of the 
nation had efcaped the notice of Lord Che- 
fterfield. Some laws were wanting, which he con- 
ceived would be of general utility. He defired the 
public attention to be direfted to the confideration 
of thefe during his abfence, that they might be en- 
aAed oh his return to Ireland. But in this, his kind 
defigns, and the fervent wiflies of the friends of this 
country were difappointed. He did not return. 

The kingdom was governed by lords juftices, 
until the thirteenth oiF September feventeen hundred 
and forty fix, when William Earl of Harrington ar- 
rived at Dublin, vefted with the powers of. lord 
lieutenant. The death of Sir James Sommerville 
the following year, and of Alderman Pearfon, repre- 
fentatives for the city, gave occafion to a remarka- 
ble conteft for members to fucceed them, and called 

forth 
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forth to public view a charafter confpicuoufly di- 
llinguiftied. Strong natural powers, efpecially when 
excited to adion by public fpirit, have rendered 
men eminent, though unaccompanied by the advan- 
tages of a liberal education, by riches, ftation, and 
the influence of powerful connexions. ^Of this 
Charles Lucas exhibited a ftriking example. Some 
years before, this extraordinary man, having at- 
tradted the notice of his fellow citizens, was admit- 
ted to the common council. Here he refolved to 
exert himfelf in behalf of their privileges. The new 
rules, framed in the reign of Charles the Second, by 
authority derived from a claufe in the aft of expla- 
Jiation, had, as in other corporate towns, changed 
the powers of the city corporation. To encreafe 
the influence of the crown, among other innovations, 
they deprived the commons of the power of choofmg 
the city magiftrates, and placed it in the board of 
aldermen, fubjeCl in it's exercife on each eledtion to 
the approbation of the chief governor and privy 
council. Of this injury Lucas loudly complained. 
But the law being abfolute, could not be controled. 
Sufpedting however, that in other refpedls encroach- 
ments had been made on the rights of the citizens, 
not juftified by law, he examined the city charters, 
and fearched diligently into ancient records, by 
which he was convinced that his apprehenfions were 
well founded. He publifhed his di'fcoveries, ex- 
plained the evidence refulting from them, and en- 
couraged the people to take the proper fteps for ob- 
taining redrefs. In confequence, a warm conteft 
commenced betwixt the commons and aldermen in 
feventeen hundred and forty one, which continued 
the two fucceeding yfears. 

Though the former ftruggled in vain to recover 
their loft privileges, the exertions of Lucas in every 

ftage 
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ftage of the difpute, were ftrenuous afnd perfeVeriri^. 
Thefe fcrvices rendered him fo refpeftable, arid 
raifed him fo high in the cileem and confidence of 
his fellow citizens, that on the death of Sir James 
Sommerville, they encouraged him to declare him- 
felf a candidate to reprefent them in parliament. 
Ambitious of an office fo flattering, which would 
give him an opportunity of exerting his abilities to 
the greateft advantage in the fervice, not only of 
the city of 'Dublin, but of his country, he cforiiplied 
with their defire. His fpeeches to the feveral cor- 
porations on this occafion, which were bold, nervous 
and animated, in favour of liberty, encreafed their 
attachment to him. But a number of addrefles to 
his fellow citizens, which he Wrote a:nd pubnihed^ 
ilill, in a higher degree, encreafed his popularity. Ift 
thefe, among other fubjedts, he confidered diftindtly 
the feveral branches of the conffitution, pointed out 
to the eleftors of Dublin, and to the nation, the pri- 
vileges of Irifhmen, and the various injuries they* 
had fuftained by the ufurped interference . of the 
Britifli legiflature. The bold truths which he un^ 
folded, and the linreferved feverity of his ftridureg 
alarmed government. They determined to crultt 
him by the hand of power, unable to withffand hia^ 
fpirited efforts in behalf of his country hf reafoxi 
and argument. For this pUrpofe, certain paflages, 
the moll expreflive of our grievances, and, for that 
reafon, moft obnoxious to the ftate, were c'olIeAed 
from his publications, and made the foundi^ti^in of a 
charge which was brought againft him before parliar- 
ment. The rights of the commons, which with par- 
ticular attention he laboured to vindicate and afcer- 
tain, had been one of the fubjefts of his free difcu^ 
fion. Inftead of protecting him, in reward of this 
fervice and of his exertions in behalf of the liberties 
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of Ireland, the commons, obedient to an authority 
hoftile to their dignity and to the intereft of their 
conftituents, liftened to the charge, voted him an 
enemy to his country, and addreffed the lord lieu- 
tenant to order him to be profecuted by his majef- 
ty*s attorney general. As the caufe of Lucas was 
that of liberty and the conftitution, every freeman in 
the kingdom was interefted in his fafety. But the 
favour of the public was not fufficient to defend him 
from the danger by which he was threatened. To 
avoid the impending ftorm, he fled from Ireland. 
Fortune, which now deferred this opprefled patriot, 
after he had fpent fome time in banifhment, placed 
him in a moll honourable point of view. The ex- 
ertions of his friends rofe fuperior to the influence by 
which he 'was perfecuted. Upon a new vacancy, 
he returned to Dublin, and was eledted one of the 
reprefentatives for the city. The fame virtuous 
principles, and the fame exertions in behalf of our 
conftitutional rights, for which he had been hitherto 
remarkable, invariably diftinguiftied his conduit in 
parliament. Proof againft the alluring feducements 
of venality, he preferved his integrity unfullied, and 
as he had lived, died with the character of the in- 
corruptible Lucas. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXIV. 

I AM now to give you an account of the memo- 
rable conteft betwixt government and the Irifh 
parliament, relative to previous confent, by which 
the kingdom was fo much agitated in the year fe- 
venteen hundred and fifty three. 

As the reprefentatives of the people impofe the 
taxes requifite for defraying the expences of the 

ftate. 



304. THE HISTORY 

ft^te> it is their indifpenfible duty, as it is their in- 
herent right, to fuperintend their expenditure. This 
right they uniformly exercifed, more efpecially from 
the time that the fevcral branches of the hereditary 
revenue were eftablifhed, when the intereft of the 
nation required that the application of them (hould 
be the objeft of their particular attention. By the 
journals of the commons it appears, that from their 
meeting, in fixteen hundred and ninety two, it was 
their conftant praftice to call for and to examine the 
public accounts. If there was a deficiency, they 
provided for it, chaftifing the officers of the crown, 
if it appeared to be owing to their negligence or 
diflionefty. If money remained in the treafury, af- 
ter the purpofes were (erved for which it had been 
granted, they applied it to the credit of the nation, 
and proceeded to difpofe of it, by bill, for the pub- 
lic advantage. This they did, not as a matter of 
favour or of courtefy, but by authority refulting 
plainly and neceflarily from the truft repofed in 
them by their conftituentSi The commons did not 
once conceive that previous to the introducing of 
fuch bills, permiffion from the crown was neceffary, 
nor did his Majefty, in a (ingle inftance, intimate 
that this was ah encroachment upon his prerogative. 
If he faw reafoh for it, he might rejed them ; this 
was fufficient power, Indeed all that was veiled in 
him by the conftitution. In the fame train in which 
this matter had proceeded for at leaft, near a centu- 
ry, it continued in. Seventeen hundred and forty 
nine. From a larger importation than ufual of fo- 
reign luxuries, a confiderable fum^ after the de- 
mands of goveriynent were anfwered, remained then 
in the treafury. This being reported by the com- 
mittee of accounts, the houfe framed a bill in the 
ufual manner, for applying a competent part of it 

towards 
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towards the payment of the national cfebt.. It was 
fent to England, returned without any alteration, 
, and, without the leaft notice being taken of there 
being any thing in relation to it ofFenfive to the 
King or his miniftry, pafled into a law. But the fa- 
gacious policy of fome of thofe difcerning courtiers 
who make no fcruple to facrifice the peaice and the 
welfare of fociety to their own avarice cur ambijion, 
difcoyered a pretended right in the crown which it 
determined to enfQr9e, 

LfioNEi- Puke of Dorfet fucceeded the; Earl of 
Harrington, as lord lieutenant, in feventecn hun- 
dred and fifty Qm* In his fpeech from the throne, 
pn opening the feflion, he declared to the houfe 
of conimons. ". Th^t be was commanded by the 
King to acquamt them that his Majefty ever atten- 
tive to the eafe and happinefs of his fubjefts, would 
gracipufly gonfept and reconimend it to them that 
fu(:h part of the money, then remaining in his trea- 
fury, as fhould be thought confiften^ with the public 
fervice, be applied towards the farther redujftion of 
the national debt," Jf, as was here dircftly implied, 
the previous confent of the King was neceflary to 
authorize the comn^ons to difpofe of or to point out 
by bill the ufes to which the furplus of the public 
mpney ought to be applied, their power oyer it, in 
the firft inftance, no longer exifted* Theqi his Mar 
jefty had ain exclufiye propertyin.it and might, as 
an ad of favour, permit the parliament to inters 
fere with refpeft tp }t, pr, without their conqurr 
renc^, difppfc of it at pleafure. Tp thi$ illegaU unr 
precedented claim^ the ^opin^pns, in their addxcfs^ 
paid no regard. Though the principle a^limed by 
government was perfe^ly obvious, {convinced ^hat 
it was an encro^hment pi^the conftitution, thcrof- 
figer§ of th^ crown made np .efforts ija conapliancp 
\VoL. IL * U with 
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with^ it. 'In the h^ttls of the bill which, as ufual, 
they framed and broughl' ihto thle houfe of com- 
mons, rtffpeiting the-furplus in the treafury, no 
more notice was taken <5f previous confent, than in 
the preceding and former (effions. 

It pafled the commofts and pr?vy council. Of 
their fentiments with refpe^ to the point in qeftion, 
ihis was ^controvertible evidenced Notwithftand- 
ing, in England, the word confent tvas inferted ih 
the bill. Thus altered, it was returned to Ireland. 
•From the laudable fpirit which the commons had 
difeovered in the firft ftage of this bufmefs, it was 
rnatural to conclude that* they would perfevere with 
determined firmnefs in oppofing fo palpable an at- 
tempt of the crown to encroach upon their rights. 
But, though it was well known that many of the 
members were much diffattsfied on the occafion, it 
pafled the houfe unanimoufly and received the royal 
aflent.' • ,Such is the hiftory of this celebrated quefti- 
•on, until the prefent year feventeen hundred and 
'-•fifty three. ' 

**-GovERNM'ENT had now got poflcfTion of a pre- 
'dedcnt wbich they. determined Ihould regulate their 
conduft with refpeft • to their future, claims. The 
fpeech of the Duke gf Dorfet to parliament relative 
to previous confent, wai^ conceived in terms exactly 
the fame with that of the prece^injg feflfion. In 
confequence of the continued encreafe of imports, 
ais iri'the former years, a large bailance in favour of 
iHe nation remained ' in .the treafury. It was more 
than fufficient to pay off the .whole of the national 
debt." 'Ftom.the fanie views of public advantage 
by which they had been influenced in feventeen 
i^undred and forty nine and in feventeen hundred 
and 'fifty one, the commons thought it moll expedi- 
ent to apply an iVdequdt^ ,parf of If fb this purpofe*. 
• .^ ^ The 
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'The lifei^cfe of a bill were accordingly brought into 
'the hoilfe. But neither iti them dr in the bill 
''framed ttpbn thefe 'heads and'tranfmittetl to Britain 
'was thcte ^ny Vecital of his Majelly's previbu's con- 
•jfent. }t was fen t back with the fame frt^teria:! alte- 
Vatroft a^ that which had been made in the bill of the 
Yortner Teffion. Convinced of the impropriety of 
^heir cbrtdudt lipon that occufion, this cbttirnons now 
'refotvcd td>(ft a 'becoming part. Wheii the bill 
'^^ read xrv tM houfe a warrH and fpirit^d d^bat^ 
*took place, iat the cortclufioh of which, to the joy of 
^11 trrt?nfliierifced by Gbdrt favour, attached 'to the 
public welfkre and interefted in the prefefvation .of 
'the eflential privileges of parliament, ft was rejeft- 
•ed. Ort this bccafion, gbveWment. (heweij thfe 
greateft folipitude to defend their cauie and to te- 
move the odium that was caft on the meafures 
which 'they had laboured fo ftrejluoufly to accom- 
plifh. Tamphlets were' written in it's juftificatibh 
and difperfe^ Mih uncommon pains through difFe- 
rent parts of the kingdoni. The writers, on the 
icourr fide of the queftion, attempted tor fupport it 
on different grounds. Some of therh aflerted that 
fhfe King by common law had five thoufand' pounds 
yearly and that if the fmaileft part of this ^ was 
'mixed with the public money redundant in the trea- 
fury, he had' a dominion over the whole. , Others 
faid that the title of the crown was as that of a part- 
ner. ' The pdfitlon of tHbfe of a third clafs was, that 
the whole revenue vyasthe abfolute uncontroulable 
propef ty pf th^ crown, whofe power over it was un- 
iirtiift^d. THo'fe wetfe df a '(different opinion. wTio 
'afferteS^, that the truftancj jthe. power of applying the 
^moriey, given by parliament, without any efpecial 
'appropriatiotl. Is by the' laWs arfd conftitution of this 
kingdom,' refted in* tile ct.dwri for public fervtces. 
• ' U z This 
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This laft was the only ground of defence that nie- 
rited the attention of thofc of the oppofite party^ 
whofc pens were not permitted to lie dormant at 
this jun<5ture. They readily admitted that the 
King, with refpedt to the public money, was a truf- 
tce for the nation, but for this very rcafon afferted 
that when any fum remained, after the neceifary 
demands on government were fatisfied, to which it 
had been appropriated, he had no power over it, in 
the firft inftance. They pleaded that it reverted to 
the people from whom the truft was derived, who 
ought, by their reprefentatives, to point out the 
purpofcs which it might beft ferve and apply it to 
them in the manner moft conducive to the general 
advantage. They pleaded that if his Majefty, not 
fatisfied with the privilege of aflenting to fuch bills 
as might be tranfmitted for the difpofal of it, had, 
previoufly, fuch a power over it that it could not be 
difpofed of without his confent, it could not be con- 
fidered as belonging to the public, but was his pri- 
vate property. They pleaded that this claim of 
the crown, as has ^een obferved, was new, that for 
a long feries of years there was not a fingle prece- 
dent in favour of it, except that of the year Seven- 
teen hundred and fifty one. It was farther obferved 
by the writers on this fide, that the force of the nati- 
on was concentred in the national purfe,^ which, if per- 
mitted to be wrefted from it by prerogative, might, 
in the hands of a wicked minifter, be direfted to the 
ruin of the conftitution. The ftrength of thefe ar- 
guments made a deep impreflion on the minds of 
the people who were in general more fenfible of the 
danger from which they had efcaped, and more warm- 
ly agitated than they had been by any political quef- 
tion that had engaged the attention of parliamenf^ 
fince the revolution. I am,, fbrry to add that the fa- 
* . ' ' ' tisfaftiou 
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tisfaftion they felt upon this occafion was Toon in- 
terrupted by a moft difagreeable allay. His Maje- 
fty by his letter took the money out of the treafury 
which had been the fubjeft of difpute. This exer- 
tion of prerogative gave occafion to reflexions re- 
fpedting the influence of the crown too obvious to 
be mentioned. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXV. 

IN feventeen hundred and fifty five, the Duke of 
Dorfet was fucceeded, as bur chief governor, by 
the Marquifs of Harrington. The following year 
the commons, in a committee of the whole houfe, 
took into confideration the heads^ of a bill to fecure 
the freedom of parliament, by vacating the feats of 
fuqh members as fliould accept of any penfion or 
civil office of profit from the crown, tfpon a divi- 
fion, but fifty nine appeared in fupport of a quef- 
tion, the determination of whicH in the affirmative, 
would have had a moft powerful tendency to check 
the influence of venality, become- of late years fo' 
ftiameftiUy prevalent among the commons, and to 
preferve the . rights of the conftitution. Men to 
whofe honor and integrity the welfare, the freedom, 
the dear^ft privileges of a nation are committed, 
fhould never be placed within the reach of feduce- 
ments which teippt them to prefer their own intc* 
reft to that of their conftituents* Motives of pri- 
vate advantage give a falfe colouring to obje^ks, 
and warp the underftanding. When expofed to 
their influence, a dependence on the condudk of 
even the virtuous is infecure. 

DURiNQ the adminiftration of the Duke of Bed* 
htd^ who was lord lieutenant in feventeen hundred 

y 3 and 
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and fifty feven, the comrnpns difcovcred ^ regard, 
for. the intereft of the nation which rtxerite praifcj^ 
and. fliews with wba^ wantgp and Hceutipus profit 
fion government applied the i?ioney_of the people' 
to purpofes, totally inconiiftent with. the d^ig» for 
which it wfts gcapted. . Xh^y rcfolv^d-, *•. \\i^t the, 
penfions for two years immediately preceding, ex- 
ceeded the whole charges of the reft o( the civil lift 
upwards of twenty two thoufand pounds. That an 
jmprov*ident^difppfition of the irev^nue; w^ injurious 
to the crown and to the public. That the granting 
pepCons upon the civU eftabliftifTient; pt.IreJandi to 
perfons who did not jfefide in it, was in}ur;qu? tQ the 
kingdom. That the ii3C|«afe. of ciyi^f pppBons^ for. 
many years paft,'^was a grtevapce .tQ,,the i^ation, anti 
demanded re^reft. Th^t . . the grantirug, of ^ penfions^ 
for a long terrn. of, y^ars, was an ali^ejifUioix of fa 
much of the public .rey^nuci a,i^d in, injury to, the. 
cro.v^li and to the kingdom. . Tha* .the -^granting o£ 
fq nuich of *the.-pablic.fOpney ia.pphJSi^ 
improvident application pf. the revetiui^^ a, p;r€^udicf{ 
to the crpxyn, and 4ettiwental to th^people," Tl^efe. 
lpirit^d,jcfoljutifln5 \^ere4cai;ri tp.tb^ X^oid l^ieuter^ 
nant, thai he. mi^tLl^y.thm,,befojSe.K^^ asi 

thi5 kih{^ of the. hp^fe^.^ Happy for..t% pWoii. woulci 
it have been^ had t^y. bf en, ti.eate4 wittf^^th^-^^^en-: 
tlon. which they. rfieritefL^ , . --[r; - " 

. .. ; \t : ^ .^'\ /-' 'FarewelU 

L E T ,T E R i^VT% , 

FOR a period. x)f nearly feven ty years, Ireland 
had enjoyed uninterrupted peace. Iq feven-r 
g ' ^^^^ hundred an<J fixty^ Jhe was exppfed to 
' * an inconfiderabfe invafion . froiji _ a foreign 
^nemy. It wa?. part of a hpftiLe djefign againft us^ 

* which 
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which threatened die ,moft alarnfiing coj^fequonce?* . 
Some time before En^lkiijdL.l^fi-engageid- ii>\_? war 
with France^ :Over whorp-, mtJjc, fed caiaipaigo, flie. 
had acquired a vifible fup^riorky. . -To; regain the; 
reputation flie |iad loft^ Fraiiqe .deJierrpin^d jto wile A. 
all her ftrengtH,. and nj^ke ope. vig9r9i^s -ef^^rt , It 
was to b^ difplay^d in .threei different , d^rejftion^^ 
One objed wa^'an invaHon of Engjand: , ^/eoond,; 
to land a conWcrable body .pf;.trj9pps.in.tlK^.$c^ 
Ireland- . Tp facilitate .t^e.Xucpq[fs'of tlajsiaft^dp%n,) 
ty divcrtiiig. the. a^t temioj^..^? \h^ .nation iU>-^ rjdific- 
rent qW^qr»;.lh^ refc^IvAd^jtgjd^p^tch ta;;irni^tvnjL^m-tj 
ber pf meia^ tojrpake adefqeigLt^n' the Npft^ qf this, 
kingdom. Thefe fchemes were to be executed, asj 
nearly ^spqflib^e, at th? Ikrn^jj^iai^.. Tiw4^^,l feft 

proved .ehtirelx.fJ^W^^^^^ j^iSSP^^^l-^Wfiv?^^^^' ^^\ 
the fla?t bottomed boate^J^.^-^eiflpioyje^^ is^ cjbf.^ro-- 

J9ae4 ipyafiQn.9f England^ 

by -a irn^ll f(^iudrou].Ienit t\i\A^r f(x the pu^pofe, 

under the QQT]Q^znd ol Adi^^ 

gagem^t, foon after "b^pppn^^tr, ^,^^^P ^^}f^^ 
Bpfcav/en anil M. de Jar.Clu^^op .tl^e.cpaft pf^ Bar- 
bary. In which the, FVench, ile(?t wprq dpreated^ . 

,The grand embarkation ide^^ 
was tc>,be, made froii^ 'Y.ain^ies in-Loxver Brimny.. 
To cover if ,. .a fleet wa9/firfed jput at 'Brel^,.'cpj»- 
mand^ by M., de Cunf^nf. , .The execution Qp.hi^ 
fcheme^ was* delayed by* Sir Edward Hawke^ who 
blocked^up that harbour, 'witfe. twenty thr^e (hips of 
the.linei But boifte^ousjwin^s having d^^^^^ 
Britil^-, fleet, off theii; ftktiorii^/.m the month' of No- 
vember^'. C6nflan$ emWaced the opi)prtunity and 
failed with twenty one large, (hips and four frigates. 
On theivijeiitleth, Sir 6dwar4 Hawke, purfued and 
came up with the French 'fleet. He had been rein- 
Forced by a* few ihips under^ the command of Cap- 
tain 
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tain DufF who had for fomc time tceri cruifmg from 
Port L'Orifertt in Bretagne to the point of Saint 
Gilles in Poitou. In the neighbourhood of Bellcifle, 
tiie vah of the Englifli engaged the rear of the ene* 
my, about two o'clock in the forenoon. Happy for 
Britain and to the unfpeakable advantage of this 
country, Providence favoured the finglifti fleet with 
a coitipleat viftory. 

lit Odtobcr, the fquadron defigned* for the Korth 
of treland had fdled from Dunkirk. If cdnfifted 
originally of five (feips; one of forty ei^t, two of 
thirty fix, and two of twenty four guns each, and 
carried a thoufand tWo hundred: and feventy land' 
forces. 

Tnt reputation acquired by M. Ttitrrbt,' as cap- 
tain of a privateer, raifed him to iht command of 
the nav^l department 'employed \h this expedition. 
Adverfe and tempcfttipus winds drd^e the fquadron 
to Gottenburgh. ^ Having dondnueci here a few 
days, they fet fail and proceeded to the place of de- 
ftination. tJpon arriving on the QOaft of Ireland, 
they were oyertakeii by a ftorm, to efcape which, 
they, attempted to ifhelter themfelves in Lough 
Foyle, but the wind changed and continuing to 
bio* tenlpeftuoufly, obliged them to keep the fea^ 
Two^ of the ftiips Were fepardted from the reft by 
the violence of the ftorm and returned to France. 
The remaining three diifefted their coUrfe to the 
Ifland of ilay where they anchored^ repaired fome 
damages they had fuftained, took in a fmall q'uan^ 
tity of frefh provifions, and, to prdcure a fupply 
more adequate to their neceffities, failed for Cai;rick- 
fergus. They arrived here on the twenty fir ft of 
February, and, about two miles' from thfe town^ 
landed their forces now reduced to fix hundred 
mem 

Mean 
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Meai^ while, an oflScer belonging to the (rnall 
iiumbcr of troops of which the garrifon confifted ad- 
vanced ^ith a reconnoitring pdrty and took pod on 
^ rifing ground to obferve the motions of the cne- 
rtiy. Having niade the beft difpofition of his men 
v^hich the time and circumftances would permit and 
ordered them to rrtake every effort to retard the 
appfoaehes of the French, he returned to communis 
cate the necel&ty Information to the commanding 
officer. The tfbops were oil parade, from wdom 
detachments were fent to defend the gates and all 
the avenues leading' to the town. A number of 
French prifoners, then in Carrickfcrgus, were fent 
off to Belfaft with all podible expedition. By this 
time, the fire bad begun betwixt the reconnoitring 
jjarty and the enemy which killed feveral of them 
and wounded in the knee Brigadier General Flobert 
then* commanding officer. This accident threw 
them into confufion i^nd for fome time retarded 
their approach. The reconnoitring party having 
expended their powder and ball wefe forced to re- 
treat to the garrifon, which, having -attempted in 
vain to prevent the enemy from entering the town/ 
fhut themfelves up within the caftle. Though they 
were not, in any re(pe£t, prepared for fuch an at- 
tack, a number of them being quite undifciplined 
and there being a breach in the" wall fifty feet long, 
they defended * themfelves with- fpirit until their 
ammunition was expended. They were now obliged 
to capitulate. It is fuppofed that previous to the 
fiirrender of the caftle a hundred of the French 
were killed, among whom were four officers one of 
them a perfon of diftinftion much regretted for his 
courage and amiable qualities. Of the garrifon, not 
xnoTC than three foft their lives, 

Whbv 
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When intelligence of the landing of the encniy 
readied different parts of the country, volunteer . 
companies flocked to Belfafl: from all quarters. ' By *. 
the vviilingnefs which they difcovere4 to rifque their, 
lives in the fervice of their country they acquired 
much honor, but they were ftrangers to difcipjine, ^ 
and numbers of them unprovided with arms. Had 
they proceeded to attack the eneniy^ as was pro- 
pofed by fome, rriany would have been facrif^ced, 
and the probability of fuccefs was much ^giainft tjiem* 
However, the French vfext alarmed aiid would have 
left Carrickfergus without delay, had, they not been, 
detiuned by unfavourable winds. Having pliin-r 
dered the town, they\ reimbarkecJ: oi^ Tucfday*thc^ 
twenty fixth of T'ebruary. .taxwdd itbe iiOTj^fniexU-. 
danger to wliich they were expofed fipm the fing^. 
irfh (hips of . w^ir,, they wiihcd tq iptura by. the. 
North of Ireland, but the vfind.was adverfp xad. 
cprapelled them, to attempt ^ paffa^e. through, th^^ 
channel!. Very foon, their hopes- -erf efcapmg vani(h*- 
ed-. . The day 911. .which they reirnbarked, Cajpl^iv 
Elliot of his.MaJe%'a (hip Eolus of thirty twQ^guns^ 
received informatioftfrom.gpvpriiment of th^*arri-r 
val of the Frcncli-^t Caf rigk^ergus. . Takiag^.wit^ 
hinj ;the Pallas-iaRd^Brilliant^.j^h of ^m of tk^ 
farue force with rj^if^^^ to guiw,, he fet feiliiji qiieft 
of the enemiy, ;-Tpl>c^ twentj.;ei^th..he Afcoyeye<^ 
tliem, gave ^hace a^ff came up. wifh . thexnrns^ar. the, 
^ of Maut :. Having* engaged thfm^about au.lx>uj. 
and ^;half^ they ftruck, being'>n>ac|| injured iu^theiij 
mfts and trigging and three feuiidre4 of tbcaircxea 
fcilkd. Tbufpl toll. )iis life iathe baufev Equally 
<iiftif^uf(li^d by^ffsrage, hy.J^ic^ymd^^^h^y^ 
fei^ tempcr-h?;j^^r^very mu<fl> regretted. - • , . 
In the midft of a (ems of- -Vi%>ffies^ which; ia dif- 
ferent parts of the globe crowned his arms with 

fplendid 
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fple^did laurels, George ,,tlie . Second died, at Ken- 
fmgtpn on .the twenty fifth day of Oftober, in the. 
feventy feventh y<dV of his^ag?.'cnd tliirty third oX 
his Veigril *'*He* was a prince' pf moderate abilities.; 
His.tempei; was fu(dd«Ji. and .violent, '^tn^his general' 
cqndiu5l he yas guided by Tipnefly.of Intention. 'To, 
his minifters hp difcovered a ftfoTig' attacliment. 
fifi^^ Bcitjfh. fubje£i,s. Complained much that he left 
them mpre frequently than wa^- confiftent with the' 
welfare of the ftate^ and that he, had too w^tm a 
prcdileftioh lix favour of his German dominioris. 

-. " . " Farewell: 

'' L.E f T E r! LXXVir- 

UPON the derrxife of George tlic Second,' h\s 
prefent Mqjefty, foa of the late Prince of 
Wales, afcended the throne. His fpecoh toparlia^' 
ment qti opening the feflioii excited in thdfe of 
every rank, the warmeft glow of approbation. 
^ Born," fays he, ** ^nd educated in this country^ I 
glory in the name of Briton ; and the peculiar hap- 
pmefs of 'my life will ever confift in promoting the 
welfare of a people, whofe loyalty and warm affec-^ 
fion to me I cdnfidcr as the greateft and moft per- 
manent fecurity of my throne ; and I doubt not but 
their fteadinef^ in thofe* principles will eqpal the 
firmnefs o( njy* invariable. refojujioB to adhere to 
and ftrengtheh this excellent conftlfution i'ri\church 
and ftatq, .>nd to rnaintain th^ toleration lovioiablel 
T^he civil and religious rights or, my loving* fuhjeifls 
are equally dear t6 itie with fhe mbft valuable pre- 
rogatives of xny ^crowji : and as *the fureft founda- 
tipn of the whole, and the bell means ^o "draw 
down the divine fiavouf on my reign, it is my fixed 
purpofe to. countenance and encourage the pradice 
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of true religion and virtue/' Such fentimcnt$ rcfl'eft 
honor upon a crown, which the higheft elevation of 
power,., and the mod magnificent fplendors of ex^ 
tcrnal parade cannot beftow. 

In fcventeen hundred and fixty one, the Earl of 
Halifax was appointed to the government of Ire- 
land, tt was in his adminiftration that the South- 
ern parts of the kingdom wjsre firft difturbed by the 
rifmg of the White Boys. As thofe concerned in it 
were Roman Catholics, it occafioned for fome time 
a fcrious and a general alarm* Deep rooted preju- 
dice and former jealoufics, ready to be awakened by 
any circuraftance which could bear an. unfavourable 
conftrudtion, produced in the minds of Proteftants 
the ufual effect Though thofe of the better fort, 
from whom danger only could be apprehended, 
were not concerned in thefe diflurbances, it was be- 
lieved that,^ under a pretence of remedying pubfic. 
grievances, a deep laid plot was formed againft th(? 
ftate, French and Spanifh cmiflaries,. il was faid^ 
had been fent over to Ireland^ and were afkually 
employed to aflift by bribes and by their pcrfonal 
exertions in carrying it mta execution. Thefe 
were abfurd and groundlefs fufpicions. With re-* 
fpeft to the real caufe and objcdt of this commo- 
tion i. about the year fcventeen hundred and thirty 
nine,, the murrain broke out amongft the horned 
cattle in the Dutchy of Holftein> It foon fpread 
through the other parts of Germany. Holland 
caurght the infedtion, from which it paffcd over to 
England,, where^ for a number d[ years, it raged 
with uncommon mortality. 

Educated in the principles of reVigious liberty, 
and a friend to univerfal toleration, Georgi? the 
Firft mitigated the execution of the penal laws 
againft- Popery enafted in the preceding reign. 

George 
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George the Second followed his example. This en- 
couraged the natives of the South of Ireland to turn 
their thoughts to agriculture.. l*he lands were in 
general occupied by thofe who cultivated theni. 
Villages and hamlets covered the face of the coun* 
try, provifions were cheap, and the poor able to 
procure for themfelves, with fome comfort, the ne- 
ceffaries of life. But, from the caufe mentioned 
above, a foreign demand for butter and beef became 
uncommonly great. In proportion, thofe articles 
rofe in value, until at laft they grew to an immode- 
rate price. Hence, ground appropriated to grazing 
was more valuable than that under tillage. Cottiers 
being tenants at will^ were every where difpofleffd 
of their little holdings, which, in confiderable tradts, 
were fet by the landlords to monopolizers, who, by 
feeding cattle^ were enabled to pay them a higher 
rent. In this manner, even whole baronies were laid 
open to pafturage. Prefled by want of fubfrftence, 
numbers of the poor fled to large cities or emigrated 
to foreign countries. Thofe who remained took 
fmall fpots of land confiding of about an acre each, 
at an exorbitant price, which they laboured, to pro- 
cure, if poffible, thfe means of fupport for themfelves 
and their miferable families. To leflen fomewhat the 
burdens by which they were oppreffed, fome of their 
landlords granted them the liberty of commonage. 
The relief was but temporary, for fome time after, in 
breach of juftice and pofitive compact they were de- 
prived of this privilege. Ty thcs and the fmajl^price 
given for labour, which, notwithftanding the cn- 
creafed price of neceflaries, did not exceed the wages 
given in the days of Elizabeth, were circumftances 
which agravated their diftreflfes. 

As >the calamities of thefe unhappy creatures arofe 
principally from the extravagant price of land, a 

number 
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number of them, * either ignoranft or 'incapabfc" df 
the' proper mode of rcdrefs, had recourfe to illegal 
expedients, to oblige the proprieeofs to fet it on 
more reafonable terms. At ilight, covered with 
whiffe (hirts, they affembled iti parties, and turned 
'up the ground in different places. Bullocks, feveral 
of whom they deftroyed, were .particular objefts of 
tl-rcir refentment* v Bcfides thefe, they leve'led the 
enclofures of the commons, and con^mitted various 
other adbs of 'violence. As I have mentioned, an 
opinion immediatery arofe and was circulated, that 
this was the beginning of an ialbrrefti&n againft go- 
vernment. Numbers of the , rioters wefre appre- 
hended in the counties of Limerick, 'Cotk and Tip- 
•perary. Judge Aftorr was fent to try them on a 
fpecial commiffion, but not for high treafon as feve- 
ral of the bills were intended, A few guilty of felo- 
ny were condemned and executed*. Thefe wretched 
men, inftead of being treated as objects of compafli- 
on, whom extreme mifery had forced into thi^ unwar- 
rantable oppofition to law, were profecuted in fome 
places with great feverity. Afton djd his duty, but 
ia the difcharge of it, would not Tiolate the dic- 
tates of humanity. On his return" from Dublin, he 
was witnefs to a fight moil affefling and which ht 
muft have beheld with the higheft fatisfadlion. . Por 
above ten miles from Cloumell, -both fides of the 
Toad were lined with men, women and childerfi, 
who, as he pafled along, kneeled down and fuppli:- 
cated Heaven to blefs hirn as their protestor atifl 
•guiardian angel. ^ - ' 

' As their diftreft cdntinued, the wh?te boys perfc- 
rered in their tumultuous proceeding^.' Many ex*- 
amples were made. 'The idea of rebellion was fttfl 
kept up. Without the fmalleft foundation, gefitle- 
-men* of the fitft rank were charged' publicly with 
"-'* ' being 
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being abettors of it. Lord Dunboyne, Mr. Butler, 
and many other gentlemen of the county of Tippe- 
rary were obliged to fct oiFpoft to Dublin, to enter 
bail, and prote<ft themfdves from injury. 
• The Catholics of Waterford, in behalf of tlierii- 
•felves and their Tbrethreri, prefented a petition to 
'Lord Hertford, who was chief governor in feventeen 
'hundred and fixty five, in which, after declaring 
their peaceable demeanour and unlhaken fidelity to 
the King and conftitution, they point out very inju- 
*rious treatment to which they were expofed, by 
•falfe afperfions in refpeft to their connexion with 
the infurgents, and the loyalty of their principles, 
and entreat his Excellency to take them under his 
protw^ion. Is it not very aftonifhing, that during 
the courfe of thefe Mifturbances, which continued 
until very lately, gevernment neither fet on foot an 
enquiry to inveftigate their caufe, or took any pains 
to remove it? A gibbet will cut off a few individu- 
'ak who difturb the peace of fociety. Of fuch evils 
as that above mentioned, it is but a temporary pal- 
liative. Men borne down by oppreflion, fo long as 
their fufferings remain, can neither be contented 
with their ftate, or amenable to law/ 

Adieu. 

LETT E R LXXVIIL 

TWO years fubfequent to the breaking out oF 
the commotion which was the fubjeft of my 
lift letter, part of the province of Ulfter was di- 
fturbed by one of a fimilar kind, but which pro- 
ceeded, in fome refpe<5ts, from a different caufe, and 
was of much.ftiofter duration* 

To the irtiproverhent of everj;^ country anSutility 
of the inhibrtarits, good roads arc of effefttial advan- 
tage. 
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tage. But, in making them, juftice requires that 
the trouble and cxpence (hould be divided in pro- 
portion to the circumftances of thofe who are to 
reap advantage from them. This equitable rule had 
not been duly obferved by our legiflature. By an 
adl of parliament, the making and repairing high 
ways, in this country, was formerly a heavy burden 
on thofe of the lower ftations, A houfe keeper who 
had no horfe was obliged to work at. them fix days 
in the year.' If he had a horfe, the labour of both, 
for an equal time, was required by law, Befides 
this oppreffion, the poor complained that they were 
frequently compelled to work ^t roads made for the 
convenience of individuals, which were of no man- 
ner of advantage either to themfelves or tQ the 
public. 

Guided by an impulfe which would not liften to 
the fuggeftions of reafon, in feventeen hundred an<i 
fixty three, they had recourfe to a method that 
pointed out, as they thought, immediate deliverance 
from thefe hardfliips. Having been particularly 
irritated by a road propofed to be made in a part of 
the county of Armagh, the inhabitants of a parish 
more immediately afFc(Jied by it rofe almoft unani- 
moufly and declared they would make no more 
high ways of the kind. A,s a mark of diftinftion, 
they put oaken- branches in then' hats, from which 
they called themfelves Oak Boys. Thofe particularly 
concerned in fuperii>tending new. roads, and in rev 
pairing the old, were the firft objedls. of their refent- 
ment ; but very foon they turned their attention to 
oth.er matters of complaint. Tlie . plergy, they 
alleged, exa<fted frojn them unreafonable tythes, th§ 
rent' of their lands was more than they could bear, 
Befides, there were difficulties to whiqh they were 
fubje^. As jiewgne varices opened to view wljic!) 

they 
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they refplved fo. redrefs, the number of tteir par- 
lizans encreafed* The infedtion was comrouniqated 
from parifti to parifti until it fpread to the counties 
of Armagh, . Tyrone, Derryand Ferrjiailagh. . In 
their progrefs, they exadted illegal oaths ^nd com- 
mitted other excefles fuch as might be expeded 
from a populace under the influence ofiindire^ed 
paifion and who had caft o^ all fubordination to 
jaw. Parties of the military were collefted from 
the other provinces, >vbo, in a few weeks, difperfed 
the infurgents, and reftored the public tranquility^ 
Jiappily not more than two or three lives were loft. 
Next feflion of parliament^ the road aft .that had fo 
juftly been complained of as opprefTivc, was repeal 
cd, and a law enabled/ acecM'ding to which, roads, 
in future, Wjcre to be made and repaired by a tax to 
.be equally afleffed upon the lands of both poor andi 
?*ich, , . . 

Farewell 

LETTER LXXIX. .^ - 

FIVE fucceeding/^ears afford nothing m the hif- 
tory of this country which merits' attentioQj. 
The adminiftration of Lord Townfliend in feventpen 
hundred and fixty eight was diftinguifhed by a ma- 
terial change in the conftitution. Iri early times, the 
parliament of Ireland continued but for a year. 
Having difcharged the duties reqijiired of thenn 
during that period, our reprefentatives delivered up 
their delegated power into the hapd^ of their confti- 
tuents to be diCpofed of by them in the manner 
moft agreeable againft the enfuing feflion, Wheni 
.we look forward to latter times we^ find the exift* 
ence of our parliaments prolonged^ from the begin- 
ning of each reign to the ,demife of the fovereign, 
Voj.!lL X unlefs 
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unkfs he chofe to diflblvc it by an exertion of pre- 
rogative. This muft have been confidered by the 
people as a flagrant violation of their rights. From 
them, their reprfcfentatiVes derived their political 
character. The time of it's continuance, dependent 
on the will of the crown, was abfolutely fixed. 
When expired, the authority with which they were 
invefted ceafed to exift. If retained fonger, the le- 
giflative power, however fupported by the pre- 
tended fandkion of their own adt, was not delegat- 
ed ; being derived from themfelves contrary to the 
nature and to the original defign of the trufl, it was 
lifurpation. The nation in reality had a number 
of felf created lawgivers, not a fingle reprefentative^ 
This alfumed power was not only, in the firft in- 
flance, deftruftive of a radical principle of the con- 
flitution, but fraught in every point of view, with 
mofl pernicious confequences. From the moment 
of their eledtion, the commons became almoft wholly 
independent of the people. Temptations, entice* 
ing them from the paths of honor and integrity, 
multiplied. Self intereft had a full opportunity of 
facrificing the public welfare at the unhallowed 
Ihrine of venality and corruption. 

Government availed itfelf of the advantage it 
had obtained and reduced to a fyftem the methods 
of bribing the legiflative body under the aufpices of 
a baneful minifter who directed the meafures of ad- 
miniftration in the reign of George the Second. 
You now behold a fight moft difgraceful to the nation, 
ruinous to ifs privileges and diftionourable to the 
'charafter of individuals. Queftions in parliament of 
the utmoft confequence to the kingdom determined 
by a majority, purchafed to fell their country by 
places, penfions and other pecuniary confiderations- 

Various 
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Various elForts were made to remedy tins evil 
and to bring back the conftitution more nearly to 
it's original principles. They had all been ineffec- 
tual, but, in the government of Lord Townftiend, a 
bill was tiranfmitted for limiting the duration of par*- 
liament to fcven ytaxs ; it vns& returned with the ad- 
dition of a year. With this alteration it paffed 
both houfes and received the royal affent. Froni that 
time, our parliaments are to be odtennial. Thk 
change muft operate in behalf of the rights of the 
people- Still the legyiature are very miich witWn 
the reach of government and tempted to defert 
their duty by the arts of COTraption. 

In confequcnce of the paffing of the oacnnial 
bill, the parliament was diflblved and a new one 
defted, which met in Auguft of the following year. 

This feflion, an inifringement, of which they had 
frequently complained, .and, almoft in every in- 
ftahce, ftrenuoufly oppofed, was attempted by go^ 
vernment, upon the privileges of the commons. A 
money bill that did not originate with them was 
prefented to the houfc. They rcjefted it with be- 
coming fpirit, after it had been once read- His 
Excellency was much diffatisfied and prorogued 
them repeatedly .until February feventeen hundred 
and feventy one. This year the North of Ireland 
was difturbed by a new commotion of which I will 
give you an account in my next letter. 

Adieu.] 

LETTER LXXX. 

THE rifing of the Steel Boys, as they were 
called, .proceeded from the following caufe. 
An abfentee nobleman enjoys a large eftate in' the 
coumy of Antrim, which, dbout this tiipe, was out 

X z of 
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pf leafe. In place of an additional rent, he pro- 
pofed to take fines from his tenants of an adequate, 
value. Many of thofc who at prefent occupied the 
land were not in circumftances to comply v^ith 
thefe terms. The fines were paid by others who 
infiiled upon a. rent from the immediate tenants, 
greater than they were able to pay. In confe- 
quence, a number of them were difpoifefled. Being 
thus deprived of their habitations and of the means 
of fubfiftence, they became defperat<^, maimed their 
cattle and expreff^d the ftrongeft refentment againft 
thofe who were inftrumental in reducing them to 
the ftate of diftrefs in which they were involved. 

Oke of theinfurgents, charged with felony, was 
apprehended and carried to Belfaft where he was 
confined in order to be tranfmitted to the county 
jail. Provoked by this treatment of their affociate, 
the fteel boys determined to interpofe and favc 
him by force from the puniftiment with which he 
was threatened. Their defign was fpeedily known 
and approved by great numbers, who, to affift in 
the execution of it, affcmbled at the place of ren- 
dezvous. Provided with the ofFenfive weapons they 
were able to procure, fevcral thoufands of them 
proceeded to Belfaft, to refcue the prifoner. 

When intelligence of this reached the town, it 
being rcfolved not to give him up, he was removed 
to the barrack, and placed under the guard of a 
party of foldiers, who were quartered there. Shortly 
after, the fteeL boys arrived and prefled forward to 
the barrack, firmly determined to accomplifti their 
defign. As an evidence of this, feme rfiots were 
aftually Exchanged betwiJft them and the foldiers; 
The confequence, in ail probability, Would have 
been: fatal to many on bQth fides and to the town, 
' had not A phyfickn.pf .hl^ly refpe<5table charader 

- and 
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and leading influence interpofed, at the rifque of his 
life, and prevailed withtRofe concerned to fet the 
prifoner at ribert)i Being delivered up to his aflo-" 
ciates, they marched off in triumph. One houfe 
only experienced the efFefts of their refentment. 
Though many who were engaged in this enterpriz« 
returned home, and had afterwards no irhmediatc 
connexion with the rioters," they ftill confifted of a 
confiderable number. It daily ericrieafed,* until the 
fame fpirit extended to the neighbouring* counties, 
grievances; pretty much the fatnc with thdfc which 
had enflarned the oak boys to infurrcdtibn Were noW 
the fubjefts of tTieir complaint, and th<^ objedls of 
their pretended redrefs. Their exceflfei were like-- 
wife in fome meafur.e the fame, but (puch more vio- 
lent. Befides the^ oaths which they exafted, and 
other leffer injuries fuftaitied ' by ' individuals, they 
deftroyed houfes, and in fome inftances, were guilty 
of flagrant a^is of inhumanity* Some of 'them' were 
taken and tried at Carrickfetgus, but whethWr -from 
want of evidence, from fear of fhcUfring the refent'- 
ment of the populace, or fiferh pliartiality iii the wit- 
neffes and the jury, they were acquitted. Oil this 
account, the legiflature interfered' and pafled an-ai5t, 
by which air perTons indlfted of fuch offences were 
ordered to be tried in c-ouaties different from thofc 
in which the exceffes were ^e^mitted; In confe- 
quence, feveral of the fteel boys, againft whom exa- 
minations had been taken,;; wetie carried to Dubfin 
and put upon their trid. Butfdftrong was the prc-^ 
•judice conceived agafirift this breach bf a ftmflamen- 
tal law of the conftitution, th^t ndjury there would 
find anyof tberti guilfyw • « • 

Sooi* after the obnoxibuii a£t Was repeiied. Re- 
flexion now took plac^, and the pernicious confe- 
quencc bf the principles arid -the conduft of the in- 
\ .. , ^ X 3 furgents 
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furgents began to be viewed by the people in a juft 
light. ^ Once more fonie of thenti were tried in their 
refpedtive counties. The indidtments were proved^ 
and they were condemned and executed- Thefc 
examples, with proper exertions of the milit^y, ex* 
tingui(hed the commotion. 

But the caufe from which it arofe^ and ihe fear 
of punifliment operating firongly on the m'mds of 
many of the infurgents, and the influence of their 
example extending to their relaticKus^ (a their friends 
and connexions, produced efFedls that werj^ perma-^ 
^lent and highly preju<Ucial to this tjountry. (In a 
fhort time, many thoufands of iVb iobabitai^ts emi^- 
grated to America. 

Farewell, 

LETTER LXXXl- 

LORD Harcourt was chief govcifpor <cf Irdbnd 
in feventeen hiindrcd and ievefity three. His 
efforts, ill fiipport of t;he ine^fures of adqiinjufti^ation 
were fo powerful that the oppofition in parliament 
to thofe of them which. were con$d«red as un- 
friendly to the national intereft were qyite feeble 
and unfuccefsful. 3ut the cqnunQns, liowever 
pliant to the wifties of government, were not alto- 
gether infenfible to the gpneral wetfiire. They f^w 
the difficulties under whi^ we labo^r^di md, in 
December, upon 4>eiQg caUed up to the houfe of 
lords to be prefent at (he paSing pf fu^ bilk $^s 
were prepared for receiving the rpy;*l aflent, de^. 
clared to the lord licutenat, by th^ f jpiefliker, their 
defires, with refpeft to them, in plain te^nRS. Aniong 
^tber particulars, they told his Excellency ^t they 
hoped he would reprdfent to the King, the ftaje ^f 
this natbn, rellriacd m it's commctce from the 

. ' Ihort-fighted 
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fhort-fightc4 policy of former times, to the great 
injury of the kingdom and advantage of the rivals, 
if not enemies to Great Britain* They pointed out 
to him that this hardfhip iitlpofed upon us was not 
only impolitick but unju(l, and that tiiey expected to 
be reftored to fome^ if not to all their rights, -which 
only could juftify them to their conftituents for lay- 
ing on them fo many burdens^ during the courfe 
of the feffion. But this was not the feafon of re-, 
drcfs, . . ; 

. Adieu. 

L E T T £ R LXXXir. 

MANY years had elapfed JJnce the pe^ce of 
Ireland was difturbed by the calamities o^ 
war. It i^ favoured with a tcmp>erate climate, with 
a fruitful foil, with a variety of excellent harbours, 
with materials for manufadlurc, and provided with 
inhabitants, aftivc fpirited aijd intelligent. Notr 
\vithftandiri|g> it was preffed by difficulties the caijfi^ 
of wliich was pointed out in the addrefs of our parr 
liament to the lord lieutenant mentioned in the con- 
clufion of my laft letter. . 

From a period fo remote 95 the' tciga of Edward 
the Third, Bririfli laws were enaded favourable to 
the trade of this country. Ev^ii in t^er treaties 
with foreign princes, England paid atientipn to the 
^commercial interefts of Jre.Und. Though oik intef- 
tine infurredions were a great dbftacle to thefe and 
every advantage weeiygyed conducive to national 
profperity, our fituation gradHaliy improved. In 
the time of Charles the Firft, the cuftoms- very con- 
fiderably encreafed in their value. The commodi- 
ties we exported far exceeded thofe we imported 
and our (hipping was fuppofed to have encreafed an 

hundred 
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hundred fold. Wanufaftures were fet ori foot, 
lands became more valuable, there was not a couii-. 
try in Europe in i mdre promifing ftatc of iniprovc- 
meht. 

The pernicious effefts; with refpefl to ttie wel- 
fare of the nation produced by the iniurreiVion of 
fixteen hundred and forty one, would have had but 
a temporary duritioii. / Witli the return pf peace in-, 
duftry' would have reftofed our flattering profpefts, 
but the Britifti reftridtive laws enafted in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Charles the Second extinguiflied 
them. We niLufl: Jiot fend oiir beef or live cattle to 
England, a privilege we Wd long enjoyed and which 
conduced much to our advantage. We muft not 
export our commodifies to the Afriencaiit colonies^ 
nor bring commodities from thence without firft un- 
loading them in fome part of England, or of Wales, 
By the charters granted to trading, fcorapanies we 
had been excluded * from Afia.^ There i^'.rcarcely 
a valuable article of exportation or importatiori 
upon whicb reftridtions were not impqftd*^ "irl refpedt 
to our comtnerce, with every nation of Eurppe. [ 

Yotr recolleft thaV towards the latter pajh' bf' the 
reign, of. King William, the parliament of England 
reftrained the exportation of our woollen' manufac- 
tures by an abfotilte proliibitibn. ,By thi^ policy, 
n6t more cruel ^tid ijnjuft to us,' than linwife, with 
refpeft to themf<^Ives, thcy,fbrced thdfe manufac- 
tures, hitherto, the principal fourde of o'yr wealth and 
induftry, to France^ 'Oerniany and Spain. The 
Frehph, bjjr means of frnuggling, now' fupplied in 
alburldanii^ ^ith Irifli w^^ol^. were not 'pixly proyided 
With Woblibn fabricks quite fufficieii^' fop their' oyftx 
cbhfumpiioft", ■ but Vied with the EttgM '^ri-*feve!gft 
markets. " '' . ' '^ ; ^•''; " •'''•■;-':''^ -*^ ■"'- 

• ' ' • * • When 
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When ftitis deprived of our woollen trade, It was 
generally uriderftood that England^ by Way of com- 
penfation^ would "ien'courage ouf liilert manufafture. 
That file Was little iriterefted in the fuccefs of this 
our prihdipal reniaintng brartch of trade, is evident 
fjrbm the reftfV<^ion.s fhe irtipofed on our printed lin- 
ens and faiicioth and from the encouragement whicti 
ihe gave t6 fpreign linens* ' . ^ 

Farewell. 

t E t T E R LXXXlIt. 



THE fpiHt refpeAing Ireland, which prevailed 
in England d few years fubfeqlient to the re- 
volution, more ftrorigly appears from the following 
clrcJumftahce, than even from the . particulars al- 
ready iddiiteti. Two petitions were prefeited to 
the Britllh partiarrlerit ftating it lis a fmgular griev- 
ance, that the ' markets of the petitioners were 
fpoiled by the Irirti being permitted* to tatch her- 
rings at Waterford and Wexford and to fend them 
to the ftreights. ^ 

. tlQw deeply the oppreltive laws of the Britifli Ic- 
giflature injured this tountry, ' appears from the re- 
cords of bitr ' parlianient which 'met in feventeen 
hutidred and three. They complain of the total 
lofs of trade and of the decay of our manufaftures. 
In thefmallnefs.of the grants, the neglefted Hate of 
the "country 'and in the addreflesof pur legiflature^ 
the poverty of .the kingdom, for (bcceeding years, 
is" c'dnfpicuDuily. evident: DiftrefS and even de- 
fpondency ttrongly mark the latter part of the reign 
of Queen Anne; "The pernicious influence of war 
and of other caufe's of national adVeVfity are tranfi- 
cnt, the evils occafioned by commercial reftriftions 
are lafting, Ireland continued to be preffed by dif- 
ficulties 
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ficultics through the whole of the reign of Qcorge 
the Firft. In his time, frequently, and once in that 
of his fucccflbr, the people fufFered miferably by fa- 
mine- If trade and manufadkures are obftruded, 
tillage muft decay as a iieceffary confequence* 

In feventcen hundred and fifty three and the 
following year the influx of foreign luxuries jraifcd 
the revenue fo confiderably, that the kingdom was 
difencumbered of the national debt. This appear- 
ance of profperity was delufive. The tafte for ex- 
penfive living which then prevailed w»b moll extra- 
vagant. Numbers of our principal merchants dealt 
upon credit. The balance of trade was confidera* 
bly againft us. In a very fbort time the* efFed was 
vifible. Individuals failed. Government was obRged 
to interpofcy in fupport of public credit,, which tot- 
tered on the brink of deftru^ion^ In promoting a 
fpirit of induftry and reducing the jmce of provi- 
fions, the bounty given by parliament upon land 
carriage of corn and ifiout to Dubliti, w(W of fingular 
life. . 

By the late war we were involved in great ex- 
pence j a pea^e effabKfhment very oppreffive fol- 
lowed; penftons encreafed; the revenue declined j 
in confequence, a debt was contrafted by the na- 
tion, exceeding that difchargjed in feventeen jiundred 
and fifty four, beyond all proportion. ^ . • 

How humiliating and how deplorable muft have 
been our fituation, during ^ fuccceding period, when 
it appeared that Ireland remitted to JEnglanjl foir 
rents, for intereft of money, for pcnfions, falaries and 
profits of o^ce, 9 fym. double of what fhe gained 
from the whole world by tberconinicrce whidi ftiise 
was permitted to carry on through the indulgenop 
of Great Britairv , . . 

-• ' . Such 
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Such difcouragemenls as thofe which oppreiTed 
our trade no poflible exertions could Airmount. But 
* in eircumftances of this kind men become indifpofcd 
to thofe efforts of which, in different circumflances^ 
they arc capable. A gloomy profpedt relaxes the 
nerves of induftry^ debilitates the adtive powers, the 
fpirit becomes deprefTed,, without which it is im- 
poflible to plan or to execute thofe fchemes condu*- 
cive to national profperity, Men habituated to fuf» 
fcring learn to bear their diSicuUics with a degree of 
indifFerence^ Sunk down into a ftate of infenfibi- 
lityj^ the rcfentmcnt againft their opprelTors, fo na- 
tural to the human heart, fubfides j they even ceafe 
to complain. But in feventeen hundred and fevcnty 
eight the circumflances of Ireland, from particular 
caufes, were rendered fo peculiarly diftreffing as to 
icxcite in the minds of the people a ftrong fcnfe of 
their unhappy ^tu^ipu^ 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXIV, 

THE fame fpirit of domination in Britain, by 
which Irifhmen ^had been fo deeply injured, 
attempted to tear firom the American colonies their 
natural and iheir chartered rights, They refiftec^, 
England determined to enfcrce her claims by the 
fword, ai\d both countries were involved in the ca- 
lamities of civil war, Ttere had hitherto been ex- 
ported annually to America large quantities of Irilh 
linens; this very confiderable fourpe of national ad- 
v^tage was now entirely fhut up, Under pre- 
tence of rendering it more difficult for the eneipy to 
be fupplied with the means of fubfiilence, but in re- 
ality to enable a few Englifh rapacious contractors 
to fulfill their epgagen^ents^ an embargo, which.con« 

tinned^ 
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tinucd, was in feventcen hundred and fevcnty fix 
laid upon the exportation of provifions from Ireland, 
by an unconflitutional ftretch of prerogative Re* 
mittances to England, on various accounts, and par- 
ticularly for the payment of our forces abroad, were 
more than ufually confiderabte. Thef6 immediate 
caufes being combined with thofe which were inva- 
riable and permanent^ produced in this country ca- 
lamitous effefts. Black cattle felH very confiderably 
in their value, notwithftanding, purchafers could not 
be had. The price of woof was reduced in ftill a 
greater proportion. Rents every where fell, nor in 
many places was it poflible to colleft them. A uni- 
vcrfal ftagnation of bufinefs enfued. Credit was 
very materially itijured. Farmers were prefTed by 
.'extreme necellity \ many of them failed. Numbers 
of manufadurers, reduced to want, would have pe- 
rilhed, had they not been fnpported by public cha- 
rity. Thofe of every rank and condition were 
deeply affefted by the calamity of the times. Had 
the (late of the exchequer permitted, grants might 
have been made to promote induftry and to allevi- 
ate the national diftrefs, but it was exhaufted to a 
•very" uncommon degree. Almoft every branch of 
the revenue had failed. From want of money the 
•triiTitia law could not be* carried into execution. We 
couM not payotir forces abroad; to enable us tt> 
pay thofe at home, there was a neeeffity of borrow- 
ing fifty thoufand pounds from England. The mo- 
ney which parliament were forced to raife, it was 
"obliged to borrow at an exorbitant intereft. 

Ekcland, th it^s prefent ftate, was iaflfefted by 

the wretched condition- to which our affairs were re- 

^ducecf.-^^ Individuals 'there who had eftates in Ireland 

were fharers of the common calamrty ; the atttention 

"of individuals in the Britifh parliament was turned 

• ta 
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to our fituation, who had even no perfonal intereft 
in this country. 

Ik April feventeen. hundred and fevcnty eight. 
Earl Nugent moved that a committee of the whole 
houfe Ihould be appointed to confider the trade of 
Ireland. He fupported his motion by obferving, 
that the condition of this country was deplorable 5 
this was vifible in the fallen price of our iand$, in 
the ruinous ftate of our manufactures^ and in the 
Svant. which univerfaily prevailed. He aflced., whaf 
power had behaved like England towards this king- 
dom ? To reftrain by law, to confine the trade of 
one part of an empire for the benefit of another, 
ivas a cafe unprecedented in Europe. The houfe of 
Auftria, France and Spain, cheriihed equally aji the 
fiates fubjed to their dominion. 

The motion was agreed to, almoft unanimoufly, 
by the Britifti houfe of commons. Thofc after- 
wards, in conicquenceof it, brought forward, were, 
that the Iri(h mi^t be permitted to export di- 
reftly to the Englifli plantations or to the fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa, all goods, the produce 
ox the manufadure of the kingdom, woo! and wool- 
len manufaftures only excepted, or commodities of 
the growth or manufadure of Great Britain legally 
imported from that kingdom, as alfo foreign certifi* 
cate goods, under the fame condition. That all 
goods the produce of any of the Britifli plantations, 
or of the fettlements on the coaft of Africa, tobacco 
excepted, be allowed to be dircdly imported into 
Ireland. Thatglafs^ manufadured in that kingdom, 
be. permitted to be exported from Ireland to all 
places, England excepted. That cotton yarn, the 
manufadure of Ireland, be allowed to be imported 
into Great Britain. , The defign of- the fifth was, 
that with rcfped to our failcloath and cordage, we 

ftiould 
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Ihould have the fame privilege. Thde motions 

pafTed unanimoufly. 

In courfe of the debate upon them, it was ob- 
ferved that notwithftanding the real diftrefles of this 
country and the iniquitous laws by which we were 
oppreflcd, we had entered into the fttuation of Eng- 
land and (hewn a willingnefs to affift her, even beyond 
our ability. One member concluded his fpcech with 
declaring, that a braver, a more generous, or a 
more loyal people than the Irifh, were not to be 
found, and that he therefore flattered himfelf that 
they would be treated according to their high de- 
ferts. 

Bills were framed on the motions mentioned 
above. 

The trading and manufafturing towns of Eng* 
land now took the alarm. Any enlargement of our 
trade they confidcred not only as prejudicial to their 
intercft, but an encroachment on their rights. It 
was their defire, that Irilhmen (hould neither be al- 
lowed to export their own commodities, or to im- 
port thofe of other countries. An invafion of it*s 
rights, fimilar to thofe of which we complained, was 
about to feparate for ever America from the Britifli 
Empire ; infenfible to the admonition of this awfiil 
example, in their conduct with refpedt to us, it had 
no influence. 

Upon the meeting of parliament, after the Eafter 
recefs, petitions were brought forward againft the 
mtendcd indulgence to Ireland, and members in- 
ftrufted to the fame purpofe. Upon this occafion, 
a ridiculous circumftance occurred. Petitions ap- 
peared not only againft the other Irifh bills but that 
for allowing us to import fail cloth into Great Bri- 
tain. Without the know lege of the member who 
jpropofed the bill, we had long enjoyed this indul- 
gence. 
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gence, from which England received no injury. 
Nothing than this abfurdity could place the unrea- 
fonablc prejudices of the petitioners in a more 
ftriking point of view, Notwithftanding, their 
complaints had the defired effeft. 

Upon the fecond reading of the bills, they were 
warmly oppofed. Mr. Bouike fupported them with 
his ufual eloquence, and with ftrong force of argu- 
ment- He faid, the navigation bills, pafled in the 
reign of Charles the Second, had deprived Ireland 
of every incentive to induftry, and (hut up againft 
It every avenue to wealth* That yet, Ireland had 
promoted the intereft, and defended the rights of 
Great Britain. She had affifted in conquefts, from 
which (he was to reap no advantage, (he had emp- 
tied her treafury and defolated her land, to prove 
her attachment and loyalty to this country. For 
this, reftridtion and commercial bondage had been 
her reward. But, in defcribing her condud and fitu- 
ation, he pleaded not for pity, but demanded juftice. 
The Irifh requefted Britain to be wife, not to be 
generous. The fmallnefs of the Iri(h taxes had, he 
faid, been pleaded againft allowing them the bene- 
fits propofed. But, he obferved, that if the internal 
opulence and external advantages of both countries 
were compared, it would be found that Ireland paid 
taxes, in a quadruple proportion more than Eng- 
land. She was taxed beyond her ability, and had 
not the means of payment. With refpeft to thofe 
who were for excluding this country from an equal 
ihare of our trade, he faid, they had a ftrange opini- 
on of the extent of the world, who thought that 
there was not room enough in it for the trade of 
two fuch iflands as Britain and Ireland. 

Aided by the influence qf the minifter, the bills 
were committed, but violent oppofition to them 

continued, 
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continued, in confequencc of which^ tbey were dcr 
ferted by a number of thofe who had Hitherto given 
them fupport. The advantages obtained for Ire;^ 
land, oa this opcafion^ were pf Jittl? importance. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXXV. 

THOUGH the late efforts in it^s behalf of th? 
friends of Ireland in the Britifli parliament 
had been unfuccefsful, they rene^ved their attempt? 
in our favour, previous to the Chriftmas recefs. 
They urged, that independent of all regard to juf- 
tice and liberality^ England, from aepdHty, was 
called upon to remove the caufe of our complaints. 
The trade with America and our colonies in that 
quarter of the globe was loft, it was therefore inr 
difpenfible to unite in one point of intereft ^nd afr 
fedlion the remaining parts of the empire for their 
mutual fupport and prefervation. Ireland, they 
faid, h^d hitherto been paflive, but there was dan- 
ger, if refufed juftipe, that (he would recoil upor^ 
her oppreffors and call <?ff the yoke of thofe who 
were infenfible to her calamities and deterrnined to 
drive her to extremities. That if this (hould not 
happen, the tyranny of England would be of little 
advantage to them, for the people of this country, 
on a peace, would defert it and emigrate to 
America, where they would carry along with them 
their manufaiSlures, arts and induftry,. That by 
emancipating Ireland, inftead of being merely defr 
pots of the foil and fuftaining an irreparable lofs, 
they would obtain very confiderable advantages. 
They afferted, that every benefit extended to 
this kingdom, would return back to Britain with 
accumulated intereft. . Is it fit, fay they^. to facri- 

fice 
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lice the intereft of England to the monopoly of par- 
ticular diftridls or to the clamours and abfurd prejur- 
dices of any body of manufafturers whatever ? Sup- 
ported by thefe and other fimilar agruments, a free^ 
trade, that refpcdling the woollen manufa6ture ex- 
cepted, was demanded in favour of Ireland. The 
ftrength of oppofition reduced the profpeft of thefe 
advantages to a motign made by Lord Newhaven, 
in February feventeen hundred and feventy nine, 
that the houfe (hould refolve itfelf into a committee 
to confidcr of the fitnefs of granting to the Irifli 
a liberty of importing fugars diredtly from the Weft 
Indies. It w^s carried, but the manufafturers of 
Glafgow and of Manchefter petitioned againft this 
advantage defigned for the relief of Ireland. It was 
loft through the interference of the minifter who had 
hitherto taken no part in the bufmefs but now ex- 
erted his influence in oppofition to it, 

Before the clofe of the feflion, various efforts 
were rnade., particularly by the Marquifs of Rock- 
ingham, to bring on again the affairs of this country 
before, parliament. Miniftry were forced to give 
fome attention to them, nothing moire however 
could be obtained from therri than a fort of compro- 
mife. Upon condition that no farther attempts 
fhould be made, at prefent, in the bufmefs. Lord 
Gower, prefident of the council, pledged hirrifeJf, as 
far as he could be anfwerable for others, that, dur- 
ing the recefs, a plan fhould be prepared for accom- 
modating the affairs of Ireland, to be laid before 
parliament, at the opening of the next feflion. 

Adieu* 



Vol- IL Y L E T- 
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LETTER LXXXVL 

MEAN while, in this country, the pubfic dif- 
treffcs encrcafcd and matters haftened to a 
crifis. Every day we felt more fenfibly our un- 
happy fituation and the oppreffive injuftice of Eng- 
land which was the caufe of it. However, our feel- 
ings were in fome meafure fufpended by the hopes 
of relief, fo long as our affairs were under confidera- 
tion of the Britifh parliament; but when it was 
found that the Englifli minifler, in whom we con- 
fided, had deferted our caufe and that thefe hopes 
were vain, the difcontents of the nation, enflamed 
by difappointment, were exceedingly encreafed. 
Two laws had indeed been paffed in our favour by 
the parliament of England, one of them permitting 
us to plant tobacco, the other for encouraging us to 
cultivate hemp. Thefe being confidercd as a moc- 
kery, inftead of contributing to remove our diflatis- 
faftion, were received with contempt. 

The admirable fpirit which in a fhort time was to 
fetrieve the dignity of the nation and to refled upon 
it diftinguiflied honor, now began to appear. A re- 
folution was formed for refcuing us from the diffi- 
culties by which we were opprefled, more effeitual 
than any hitherto adopted. To convince England 
that it was poffible for her to feel difagreeable ef- 
fedff of her tyranny and to fave a million of money 
annually expended upon articles brought hither 
from that country was a very defirable obje<Sl- 

With this view, aflbciations which had been en- 
tered into in a few places fome time before for pre- 
venting the importation of Britifh commodities ^nd 
to encourage our own manufafturcs became univer- 
fal through the kingdom. The public refentment 

was 
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was held forth to intimidate thofe who might be 
difpofed, in this refpeft, to prefer their own private 
intcreft to that of their country. Some who were 
{o bafe as to ^ this diflionour^ble part had the 
jnortific4tion to fee their names publiflied and their 
' condudl exhibited as ^ mark for obloquy and for 
general indignation, In confequence of this effort 
of patriotifm, our manufaAures began to revive 
^nd the demand for goods from England, in a great 
meafure ce^fedy which produced there a difpofition 
to liften to the complaints of this country, very dif- 
ferent from that which we had hitherto experienced. 

But there was a voice in favour of our rights 
more diftindly heard, a voice which proclaimed 
through the land the injuries pf Jreland and loudly 
demanded redrefs, 

In confequence of our breach with America the 
Irifh coafts had been infulted and our trading fliips, 
unprotected, taken by their privateers, The com^- 
munication, even with England, was in a great mea- 
fure obftrufted. France had tiow determined to 
join her arms to thofe of America which rendered 
our fituation and that of all of the other parts of the 
empire more critical. That Ireland .would be in^- 
vaded, was more than probable. Thus expofed to 
danger we were deftitute of the means of defence. 
The minifter told us that the prefent ftate of Bri- 
tain was fuch as rendered her incapable to protedfc 
us. The weaknefs of government, from the follow- 
ing circumftance was ftrikingly obvious. The 
Mayor of Bclfaft having tranfmitted a memorial to 
the lord lieutenant defcribing the unprotected ftate 
of the Goaft and requefting a body of the military 
for it's defence, received for anfwer, that he could 
afford him no other afliftance' than half a troop of 
difraounted horfe and half a company of invalids. 
. . 'Y'z"- In 
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In this moft difagreeable filuation, a number of 
the inhabitants of this town, which had always been 
diftrnguiflied for public fpirit, aflbciated for the pur- 
pofe of felf defence. The fame idea had been con- 
ceived in other parts of the kingdom. Upon this 
principle, a few Volunteer comp&nies were formed^ 
who chofe their own officers, purchafed their own 
uniform and their own arms, and, with the affiftance 
of perfohs properly qualified, affembled regularly on 
-parade to acquire a knowledge of the military art. 
Such was the origin of the gallant band of patriots, 
iinparalleled in the annals of the world, who, are the 
pride and the ornaments of our country, who have 
tefcued it from bondage and difgrace, whofe virtues 
the hiftorian will tranfmit with merited efleem and 
veneration to pofterity. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVII. 

THE refpeftable appearance of the firft Volun- 
teer companies, the motive which induced 
them to aflbciate, and the zeal which they difco- 
•vered to acquit themfelves with reputation in their 
new charafter, attracted the public curiofity, and 
procured for them univerfal refpedt. On no occa- 
fion was the influence of example ever more pow- 
erful. The fpirit was difFufed, and every day 
brought to them an acquifition of ftrength. Men 
of the firft confequence in the kingdom were proud 
of being enroled in their number. Perfons of credit 
and independent circumftances, inftead of thinking 
it difgraceful, confidered it as an honor to appear in 
the ranks. 

Their unexpedled encreafe prefented a new and 
animating objeft to the view of thcfe military pa- 
triots. 
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triots. That their country fhould be grievoufly op- 
preffed by commercial reflridtions, and that it's citi- 
«ens in arms fhould ufe no efforts for it's delive- 
rance, argued a degree of inattention to it's welfare 
and to their own dignity, which appeared diflio- 
nourable to their charafter. The thought infenfibly 
made a ftronger impreflion on their minds, and they 
began to fpeak out with freedom their fentiments 
on the fubjcdt. To defend the kingdom from fo- 
reign invafion was to prefer ve it from only a tem- 
porary evil, to be the means of opening to it a 
fource of profperity, from which it had been long 
excluded, was not only to relieve it from immedi- 
ate diftrefs, but to procure for it a fubftantial anci 
permanent good. From this animating idea new 
ardor was derived to the fpirit of volunteering, in-: 
fomuch that at the conclufion of the year feventeen 
hundred and feventy eight our military aflbciations 
were fuppofed to amount to nearly thirty thoufand 
men. By this tinje a clear idea was formed of their 
principles, of their conduct and their importance. 
Whilft they profeffed their loyalty to the King, and 
their refolution to proteft their country from foreign 
enemies, they called for the rcftituticMi of our com- 
mercial rights. Thofe of them even in the moft 
ftraitened circumftances beftowed that expencc and 
time neceifary to cJoath themfelves and to learn 
the ufe of arms, with chearfulnefs and with fpirit.- 
Though fubjcdt to no control but inclination, they 
were perfectly obedient to difcipline. For fobriety 
and decent demeanour, their behaviour was not only- 
unexceptionable but exemplary. They reftrained 
the irregular, fuppre0ed diforders, and maintaine4 
the execution of the laws with uuanimity and with 
force. 

y 3 A BODY 
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A BOby of armed men, acquiring in a (tiort fpace^ 
fuch ftrengtli and confequence, commanding the 
confidence and the fupport of their fellow citizen?, 
both able and difpofed to counteraft the unfriendly 
views of government with refpeft to this country, 
were to the ftatc an objedk of aftonifliment and vex- 
ation. In the infancy of the volunteers, they might 
have been fuppreffed, but in their prcfent ftate re- 
, fiftance was vain* 

As the Volunteers could not be corttroled, fomc 
efforts were made to bring them under the influ- 
ence of the crown, but they were treated with me- 
rited contempt • It being found impoffible cither to 
diflblvc or to prevail with them to coincide with the 
wifhes of government, it now (ecmed moft expedi^ 
cnt to affume the appearance of treating them with 
confidence. Accordingly, orders were iflued to the 
governors of the feveral counties to diftribute among 
them fixteen thoufand ftand of arms* 

FarewelK 

LETTER LXXXVIIL 

ENCOURAGED by the fpirit of the nation, 
and preffed by the difficulties arifing from the 
reduced value of their eftates, the reprefentatives of 
the people began to entertain new views and to be 
infpired with different fentiments in refpeft to our 
fituation. They met about the middle of Odober 
Icventeen hundred and feventy nine. 

The fpeech from the throne produced in the 
houfe of commons a long and interefling debate in 
which the diftreffts of Ireland were placed in a ftrik- 
ing light and the neceflity urged of adopting, immedi- 
ately, fome effedlual meafure for obtaining relief. 
At laft> the fentiments of the houfe were very hap- 
pily 
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pily «xpreflcd by a member who moved that the 
addrefs propofed to his Majefty (hould be amended 
by thefe words, " It is not by temporary expedients 
but by a free trade only that the nation is hoW to 
be faved from impending ruin/* The amendment 
paffed unanimoufly. The lords concurred. When 
the fpeaker carried up the addrefs to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant^ the ftreets, from the parliament houfe to the 
caftle, were lined by the Dublin Volunteers, com- 
manded by the Duke of Leinfter, drawn up in their 
arms and uniform. The acclamations of the people 
as he pafled along, expreflfed their wifhes and their 
joy on this vcryfmgular occafion^ The pulfc of the 
nation beat high, A general expeAion of redfcft 
was now difFufed, at the fame time, anxiety and 
fufpicions were entertained that there was danger of 
being difappointed by the fame fpirit of tyranny in 
England which had hitherto kept this country in a 
ftate of fuch humiliating and oppreflive bondage. 
That methods of compulfion would procure us juf- 
tice, was the only folid foundation of hope. 

Should our reprefentatives who heW the nati- 
onal purfe, grant the fupply as ufual, for two 
years, there was hazard, notwithftanding all our ef- 
forts, that Great Britain would fo long continue her 
ufurpation. When the fupply was granted a pro- 
rogation of parliament might fruftrate our wi(hes. 

These were the fentiments ^yhich univerfally pre- 
vailed and were echoed through the kingdom. In 
parliament, thofe of the court party were averfc to 
the meafure. From refentment, the Dublin mob 
rofe, committed feveral ads of violence and threat- 
ened vengeance againft thofe who (hould oppofe it. 
When the point came to be confidered, a majority 
of the commons, fome from principle and others 
from neceffity, appeared in fupport of it. A ftiort 

money 
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money bill was paffed and tranfmitfed to England^ 
where^ though unufual and rtiortifying to the mini- 
fter it paffed alfo. It was highly to the honor of 
the Irifh public creditors that they entered fo warmly 
into the wifdom and propriety of this exertion in fa- 
vour of the rights of their country, as to acquiefcc 
chearfully in fi^i months fecurity, the period to 
which the money bill was limited. 

Such was the ftate of affairs in Ireland during 
the recefs of the Britilh parliament. It met in De- 
cember. A noble lord introduced the bufmefs re- 
fpefting this country into the houfe of peers. He 
complained that miniftry had been (hamefully negli- 
gent with relation to it, at the rifque of the union 
and the profperity of both kingdoms. He faid that 
the time was critical ; that the Irifh were driven to 
defpair; that the fate of their country had been 
committed to fortune, to chance or accident. That 
the circumftances of Ireland were Angular which had 
long maintained, for internal defence, a military 
force beyond her ability, of which, contrary to royal 
faith, (lie had been ftripped for the fupport of the 
American war in which (he had no concern, nay, 
from the principle of which (he had reafon to fear it 
would be applied to the fubverfion of her own con- 
ftitution ; that, in this ftate of weaknefs, the enemies 
of the empire threatened her with invafion; that 
when (he applied to Britain for protedlion, the an- 
fwer, (he received was, *' you muft proteft yourr 
felf" Thus finding herfelf expofed and deferted, 
(he was faved by the magnanimity of her fons, who, 
of every clafs, voluntarily armed and united to fave 
their country from deftruftion. He obferved, that 
the Irifh, now confcious of poffefTing a force and 
confequence to which they were hitherto ftrangers, 
rcfolved to apply it for obtaining advantages to th« 

natioii 
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ftatiotl of which, by this exertion of fpirit, they 
rticwed themfelves worthy. The government of 
Ireland, he faid, had been abdicated, and the people 
refumed the powers which from them were origi- 
nally derived, in which they were juftified by every 
principle of the conftitution and by every motive of 
felf prefer vation. Had the Irifli, fome time before, 
been gratified, in letter matters, they would have re- 
ceived the favour with thankfulnefs, but the feafon 
of reconciliation and of gratitude was now pad; 
whatever the Britifti parliament might at prefent, 
grant, would be received by the Irilh not as a mat- 
ter of favour but of right. He then moved a vote 
of cenfure on his Majefty's minillers for their ne- 
gleft of Ireland. Though the motion was negativ- 
ed, in the courfe of the debate upon it. Earl Gower, 
who had npw deferted government, declared, that 
there did not exift a fingle doubt in his mind that* 
the cenfure contained in the vote was well founded. 
He faid^ in his own vindication, that early in the 
Summer he had promifed that relief (hould be 
granted to Ireland and had done every thing in his 
power tQ keep his word, but that all his efforts had 
proved totally fruitlefs. 

Ik the houfe of commons, the minlfter was 
ftrongly prefled on the fame fubjeft. Befides the 
difficulties in which this involved him, he found 
hiriifelf greatly diftreffed by the (hort Irifli money 
bill. He now gave notice that in lefs than a week 
he would move for a committee of the whole houfe 
to take the afl&^irs of Ireland into confideration. 
Accordingly,' on the thirteenth of December he 
brought forwards his propofitions relative to this 
country. Their defign was to repeal the laws which 
prohibited the exportation of Irifli manufadtures 
made of or mixed with wool and wool (locks, from 

If€laa4 
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Ireland to any part of Europe. To repeal fo much 
of the. aft of the nineteenth of George the Second 
as prohibited the importation of glafs into Ireland, 
except of BritiOi manufacture, or to ex{>ort glafs 
from that kingdom. To permit Ireland to export 
and import commodities to and from the Britilh co- 
lonies in America and the Weft Indies and her fet- 
tlements on the coaft of Africa, fubjedt to fuch regu- 
lations and reftriftions as fhould be impofed by the 
Irilh parliament. Influenced by the circumftances 
of the times, he now took a decided part in favour 
of Ireland. In fupport of the above propofilions he 
entered into a train of argument which pointed out 
their propriety, their juftice, their neceffity. He 
now fpoke of our natural and inherent rights and of 
the advantages from a repeal of the reftridktve fta- 
tutes which would refult to both countries. Bills^ 
in exad conformity to the fevcral particulars in our 
favour propofed by the minifter, were brought ia 
and paffed into kws. 

Farewell, 

LETTER LXXXIX. 

WHEN intelligence of the relief we had ob- 
tained from the coitomerctal bondage by 
\ which we had been fo long oppreffed reached Ire- 
land, the pleafure which the people felt on the hap- 
py occafion was exprefled, univerfally, in the nfioft 
fenfible manner. Satisfatlion appeared in every 
countenance. Our bright profpedt roufed thfc fpirit 
of the nation ; induftry revived and thirtgs affumed 
a new face, even before we could receive, in the 
way of commerce, any advantage from. the free 
trade we had obtained* 

But 
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But when the feelings natural to m^n in fuch a 
fituation fubfidcd and rcflcdion took place, the pub- 
lic mind began to be infpired by the hope of obtain** 
ing a new and more important objed. 

It was fuggefted that a free tfade could be of lit- 
tle ufe, if held by a precarious tenure ; to be of any 
real advantage it muft reft upon a folid and perma- 
nent foundation. 

The repeal of the laws by which England had 
confined our commerce was not a voluntary aft^ 
but the effeft of neceflity ; when that neceflity no 
longer exifted, the Britifli parliament might recall 
the benefit we had received, and fetter our trade by 
new, perhaps more oppreffive reftridions, To fe^ 
cure to us the advantages we at prefent enjoyed, (he 
muft relinquifti her uftirped claim of a right to make 
laws to bind us, and reftore to us the privileges of a 
free conftitution. On the fpirit and the force of the 
Volunteers, whofe patriotlfln Ififlimen revered, and 
which Britain, in the late inftance, both felt and 
acknowledged, the nation chiefly depended for the 
gratification of thefe defires. They were not de^ 
ceived. No idea could be more pleafing to thefe 
guardians of our liberties, who determined to exert 
themfelves in a caufe fo beneficial and fo honoura- 
ble to their country^ and fo worthy of the reputa- 
tion which they had hitherto maintained. The de- 
fire and the profpc^ of obtaining fo glorious an ob- 
jeft' encreafed their numbers. They perceived that 
the time was moft critical. Befides the force of 
America, in her efforts to fubdue which (he had 
been hitherto quite unfuccefsful, England, without 
a fingle ally, had to contend with the united 
branches of the houfe of Bourbon, whofe fleets the 
preceding Summer rode triumphant in the Channel, 
whilft th^t of Britain, hitherto mafter of the ocean, 

was 
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was obliged to retreat to their own coafts for pr6- 
tedlion. They faw that from the comparative weak- 
nefs of England, which was augmented by every 
acceflion to our military aflbciations, we could alone 
hope for a compleat emancipation. Here the caufe 
and efFeft of the American war were pregnant with 
inftrudtion. It had originated in a determined re- 
folution of the Englilh to tax the Colonies without 
their confent. In the courfe of it, the Colonies hav- 
ing demonftrated by glorious and fucceCsful exer- 
tions that they were not to be dragooned into fla- 
very, were offered by the mother country full fecu- 
rity with refpedl to the exclufive exercife, in future, 
of their legiflative rights. 

Other caufes had confpired to encreafe the 
number of our Volunteers. They had received the 
thanks of both houfes of parliament ; this fanftioii 
induced many to enter their lifts, who, before, were 
fcrupulous to connect themfelvcs with a body of 
men that had armed without any pofitive law, or 
the interpofition of the ordinary magiftrate. The 
fame principle which had induced government, in 
the beginning, to endeavour to attach thofe to their 
intereft whom they could not direft, prompted thera 
to engage feveral of their friends in the Volunteer 
caufe. Hence, feveral new corps were raifed. This 
obje<5k of dependence was a broken reed, for what- 
ever might be the views of the officers of thefe 
corps, the private men were animated by the fame 
attachment to their country which diftinguiflied their 
fellow citizens. Befides fafhion, a fenfe of honor 
and of dignity, which was now inseparably united 
to the charader of a Volunteer, operated moft pow- 
erfully in favour of our military aflbciations. They 
were become highly refpe(Jlable, not only at home, 
but in the other countries of Europe, ImprelTions 

to 
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to their advantage, which alfo contributed to render 
them more numerous were made by the neatnefs 
and the decency of their appearance. The ufe of 
arms rubbed off uncouth aukwardnefs and poliflied 
the addrefs and manners even of thofe of them who 
had been accuftomed to the moft clumfy occupa- 
tions. 

Several publications tended to difFufe and to 
invigorate this patriotic flame. Of thefe, letters un- 
der the fignature of Owen Roe O'Nial, diftinguiftied 
by boidnefs of thought and expreffion, by a warmth 
of patriotifm and a caft of original genius, engaged, 
particularly, the public attention. In promoting the 
intereft of the fame excellent caufe, the pulpit alfo 
contributed it's part. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XC. 

HITHERTO, the Volunteers had afted in de- 
tached companies. To facilitate the commu- 
nication of their political fentiments and of their de- 
figns and to give greater force to the caufe in which 
they were engaged, they now began to form them- 
felves into battalions. In a fliort time, they were 
all united in this manner except a fmall number of 
corps who from their fituation, or fome particular 
reafon, continued feparate. The time was arrived 
moft proper for declaring more openly, their opini- 
on and their determination with refpedt to the ftate 
of public affairs. In general, the news papers 
teemed with refolutions from the feveral corps de- 
claring, that Ireland was an independent kingdom, 
entitled by reafon, by nature and by compadt to all 
the privileges and immunities of a free conftitution ; 
that no power in the univerfe, except our own king, 

lords 
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lords and commons, had or ought to have authority 
to maRe laws to bmd us; that in fupport of thefe 
our inherent rights and in oppofition to the ufurped 
claims of any foreign legiflature, they were deter- 
mined to rifque their property, their lives, every 
thing deareft to them upon earth. 

Notwithstanding, government fet thcmr 
fclves llrongly in oppofition to the enlargement of 
our conftitutional rights, and the majority of oqr re- 
prefenlatives were fervilely obedient to their didtates. 
But a number of the minority animated by a glow 
of patriotifm ufed every po0ible endeavour to gra^ 
tify the wifhes of the people. 

One of thefej revered for his abilities and intcgri* 
ty, moved in the houfc of commons, in April feven^ 
teen hundred and eighty, ** that no power on earth, 
fave the king lords and commons of Ireland, has a 
right to make laws to bind us." Every member in 
the houfe, one excepted, acknowledged the truth of 
the propofition, either in exprefs terms or by not 
oppofing it, and yet, however aftoniftiing it may 
appear, it was evident that had the queftion been 
put, it would have been determined in the negative. 
The matter was comprornifed, The queftion was 
not put, and nothing relating to it was entered on 
the journals. 

That our reprefentatives fhould permit them^- 
felves, from any motive, to be drawn into an incon- 
fiftence fo injurious to their own character and to 
the privileges and the dignity of the nation, fug- 
gefted refledions to the people ferious and alarm-* 
ing. 

Hitherto the Irifli army had been regulated by 
an Englifli ad of parliament ; to place them under 
the dti^edion of our legiflature, a mutiny bill, foon 
after, was introduced into the houfe of commons ; it 

pafled. 
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paffed, but in England was made perpetual. The 
alteration was fubmitted to and the bill pafled into 
a law. This remedy was worfe than the difeafe. 

Men whom the ufe of arms, as a feparate and 
vdiftindt profeffion, does not detach from their coun- 
try, are the mod proper and the moft natural guar- 
dians of it's fafety and of it's privileges, Henry the 
Seventh of France to encreafe and to fecure the in- 
fluence of the crown, taught the princes of Europe 
to keep on foot ftanding armies. 

This engine of power, unknown by our com- 
mon law and moft dangerous in it's nature to the 
right of freemen, was, from the beginning, in a par- 
ticil!ar manner, an obje<St of fufpicion and of jea- 
ioufy to the Englifli parliament. This ftrongly ap- 
pears from their mutiny bill, calculated, as much as 
polEblc, for bringing the army under their own con- 
trol. By it, they limit it's number and determine, 
precifely, the regulations by which it is governed. 

That in cafe the power derived from this law 
fliould be abufed, they might be able more imme- 
diately to interpofe and reftrain the influence of 
the crown, they have always confined it's duration 
within the limits of a year. If in Great Britain, 
thefe precautions were neceffary, they were ftill 
more fo with refpeA to us. To furnifti his Ma- 
jefty with perpetual regulations for governing the 
army, and thus encreafe, fo confiderably, his power 
over it, in a country where he enjoys fo large an 
hereditary revenue, was thought to be moft dan- 
gerous to our liberties, and excited much diflatisfac- 
tion. This was very much encreafed by two un- 
fuccefsful attempts made in the houfe of commons, 
refpefting our liberties, one, for obtaining an adl to 
modify Poynings' Law, and the other, to fecure the 
independence of the judges. The nation, at the be- 
ginning 



552 THE HISTORY 

ginning of the feflion, entertained moft flattering ex- 
pedtations of the benefits which the kingdom would 
receive from the fpirited condudt of parliament ; 
the diflionourable conclufion of it, created univerfal 
difguft. 

Adieu, 

LETTER XCI. 

REVIEWS were now thought neceflary for 
teaching the Volunteers to aft together in 
larger bodies, for giving a ftronger idea of their 
confequencc, for placing them to their fellow citi- 
zens in a more confpicuous light, and thus fumilh- 
ing them with an opportunity and with a new in- 
centive to acquire a more accurate knowledge of 
the ufe of arms. In Spring, meetings of delegates 
having taken place, at which all the neceflary parti-p 
culars refpedting them were adjufted, there were re- 
views in different parts of the kingdom during the 
courfe of the Summer feventeen hundred and eighty. 
In their march, on thefe occafions, and in the places 
where they were reviewed, free quarters and enter- 
tainment were provided for them by the people 
with chearfulnefs, and with thofe lively fentiments 
of gratitude due to thofe generous patriots who had 
already obliged them moft eflentially and to whom,, 
from the expeftation of their future ftill more fpi- 
rited exertions, they looked up as the faviours of 
their country. Confidering that they were young 
foldiers, and that their many avocations neceflarily 
diverted their attention from the military art, they 
acquitted themfelves, in the field, with much repu- 
tation. The fpeftators, who, in general, were ve- 
ry numerous, were ftruck by the novelty and the 
grandeur of the fight, and exprefledj in the moft 

fenfiblc 
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fcnfiblc manner, their pleafure and fatisfa(9:ion. If 
. the people were gratified by the appearance, by the 
cxpertnefs, the fpirit and examplary condud of the 
Volunteers upon occafion of thefe military exhibi- 
tions, the Volunteers were highly entertained with 
them, were infpired by new life and vigour and de^ 
ter mined to render thenifelves ft ill more worthy of 
the applaufes of their countrymen. The addrcfles 
to the reviewing generals and their other publicati- 
ons coming from more numerous and more refpec- 
table bodies tended to make a deeper impreflion. 
Some of them were indeed more feeble, but even 
thefe, inftead of injuring, ferved the common caufe ; 
the public received them with great diflatisfadio^ 
and cenfured them feverely, by which the authors 
pf ;them were taught to be afliamed of their condudjt 
and naturally infpired with more honourable fenti- 
ments. It was therefore determined that review^ 
(hould be annual. 

The Volunteers having ftill continued to.en- 
creafc, the reviews in Summer feventeen hundred and 
eighty one, were more numerous and more ftriking. 
It appeared that thofe belonging to the corps which 
had aflfociated more early were better appointed and 
confiderably improved in military difcipline. At 
Belfaft, there were reviewed more than five thou- 
fand meu whofe appearance and refpedable perform 
mance were fet off to peculiar advantage by the difr 
play of thirteen pieces of cannon. 

I^ the beginning of Autumn, our military affbcl- 
•ations gave a new proof of their magnanimity. Mi- 
..niftry fufpeded that the combined fleet which had 
been for fome time in the Channel, defigned to in- 
vade Ireland and. communicated their apprehenfions. 
The moment this inteHigence arrived, the Volun^^ 
tcers affembled, and, from all .quarters^ made ati 
Vol. II. Z ofFec 
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ofFcr of their affiftance to government. They ftep- 
ped forward with alacrity and did duty in fomc of 
the garrtfoned towns, in place of the foldicrs whom 
it had been neceflary to call off to more diftant 
parts of the kingdom. From the fpirited emulation 
which they drfcovcred in this emergence, in behalf 
rf the public fafety, there is not the leaft doubt, had 
the landing of the enemy rendered their fervice ne- 
ceflary, but they would have acquitted themfelves 
with the fame honor by which they had hitherto 
-been dVftinguiftied, in every inftance of their con- 

•dua. 

Fon their behaviour, on this occafion, they re- 
ceived, a fecond time, the thanks of both houfes of 
parliament. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCn. 

IT was during the adminiftration of Lord Buck- 
inghamlhire that the Volunteer aflbciations had 
commenced and rifen to fuch confequence. The 
Britlfh miniftry fuppofed that his exertions in oppof- 
ing them might have been more vigorous ; he was 
therefore recalled and Lord Carlifle made chief go- 
"vernor of Ireland. If Lord Carlifle entertained any* 
hopes of breaking the fpirit of the nation, experi- 
ence foon convinced him they were vain. But he 
had the addrefs to dircft mofl efFedtually our parlia- 
ment. The preceding feffion, an addrefs had been 
tranfmitted for a free trade ; a (hort money bill had 
pafled and one for regulating the army ; that which 
met the following Winter under his aufpices, did, 
in every fmgle inftance, coincide with the wifties of 
government. The attempts which were made, by 
the minority, to obtain a repeal of the obnoxious 

part 
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part of the mutiny bill and a modification of Poyn- 
ings' l^w, every effort in favour of the rights of Ac 
people was altogether inefieiStual. From evil fignal 
;advantages are frequently educed. A partial com- 
pliance with the wifties of the nation might have fa- 
tisfied the lefs diCcerning of our patriots and inff*nfir 
bly cooled the ardor of the reft, but fuch intolerable 
treatment roufed their refentment and produced a 
glorious exertion which emancipated our country. 
It originated with the officers of the Soathern batta- 
lion of the Armagh regiment commanded by the 
Earl of Charlemont. Thefe advocates for their 
country's caufe, at a meeting on the twenty eighth 
of December, entered unanimoufly into the followi- 
ing refolutions which were ordered to be pubiifhed. 

" Resolved, that with the utmoft concern, we 
behold the little attention paid to the conftitutional 
rights of this kingdom by the majority of thofe 
whofe duty it is to eftablifh and preferve the fame. 

" Resolved, -that to avert the impending dan- 
ger from the nation, and to reftore the conftitution 
to it's original purity, the moft vigorous and effec- 
tual methods muft be purfued, to root corruption 
and court influence from the leglflative body. 

" Resolved, that to open a patih towards the 
;attaining of this defirafcle point, it is abfolutely re- 
quifite that a meeting be held in the mofl central 
town of the province of Ulfter, which we conceive 
to be Dungannon, to which faid meeting every Vo- 
lunteer affbciation of faid province is moft carrieftly 
requefted to fend delegates, then and there to de- 
liberate on the prefent alarming fituation of public 
affairs and to determine on and publifh to their 
country what may be the refult of faid meeting. 

'* Resolved, that as many real aqd lafting ad=- 
yantages may arife to this kingdom, from faid in- 

Z t. tended 
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tended meeting being held before the prefent fcffioft 
of parliament is much farther advanced, Friday, the 
fifteenth day of February next, is appointed for faid 
meeting at Dungannon." 

The novelty and the boldnefs of thefe refolutions 
aftoniftied the public. Government and it's friends 
highly offended at the fevere reflcdtions caft upon 
parliament and apprehenfive of the confequences, 
ufcd every means to prevent the intended meeting. 
A few, defperate in their views and loft to all prin- 
ciple wiflied that it ftiould take place and by the vio- 
lence of it's proceeding fliock the feelings of the 
more moderate, by which miniftry would be fur- 
nifhed with a reafon for taking the moft efFedtual 
method to diffolve our military aflbciations. Many 
of their warmeft friends apprehenfive of this, or of 
fome other confequence prejudicial to the common 
caufe, wiftied earneftly that the meeting had not 
been called. A number, fupported in their opinion 
by that of the people in general, applauded the de- 
fign, filled with ftrong hopes that the refult of it 
would be conducive to the public good. That this 
might be the cafe, the moft prudent methods were 
taken by a few equally diftinguilhed by their dig- 
nity of ftation and their patriotifm. 

Whilst the minds of men were thus varioufly 
afFedted, the fifteenth of February arrived. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCIII. 

THE reprefentatives of a hundred and forty 
three corps attended at Dungannon. What 
follows was the refult of thq deliberations of that 

-memorable affembly. 

^. Whbrbaa 
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" Whereas it has been alTcrted that Volunteers, 
as fuch, cannot with propriety debate or publilh 
their opinions, on political fubjefts, or on the con- 
du6t of parliament, or public men. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that a citizen by 
learning the ufe of arms does not abandon any of 
his civil rights. 

•" Resolved unanimoufly, that a claim of any 
body of men, other than the king, lords and com- 
mons of Ireland, to make laws to bind this king- 
dom, is unconftitutional, illegal and a grievance. 

"Resolved, with one diffenting voice onlv, that 
the powers exercifed by the privy council of both 
kingdoms, under, or under colour or pretence of the 
Law of Poynings, are unconftitutional and a griev- 
ance. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that the ports of this 
country, are, by right, open to all foreign countries, 
not at war with the king, and that any burden 
thereupon, or obftruftion thereto, fave only by the 
parliament of Ireland, are unconftitutional, illegal 
and a grievance. 

** Resolved, with one diffenting voice only, that 
a mutiny bill, not limited in point of duration from 
feffion to feflion, is unconftitutional and a griev- 
ance. 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that the independence 
of judges is equally effential to the impartial admi- 
niftration of juftice in Ireland as in England, and 
that the refufal or delay of this right to Ireland^ 
makes a diftinftion where there ftiould be no di- 
ftindion, may excite jealoufy where perfect union 
ftiould prevail, and is, in itfelf, unconftitutional and 
a grievance. 

" Resolved, with eleven diffenting voices only, 

that it is our decided and unalterable determination 

' Z I to 
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to fcf k n rcdrcfs of thefc grievances, and we pledge 
ourfclves to each other and to our country, as free- 
holders, fellow citizens and men of honor, that we 
will, at every enfuing eleftion, fupport thofe only 
who have fupported and will fupport us therein, and 
that we will ufe all conftitutional means to make 
fuch our purfuit of redrefs fpeedy and efFcdtual. 

" Resolved, with one diffenting voice only, that 
the right honourable and honourable the minority in 
parliament, who have fupported thefe our conftitu- 
tional rights, are entitled to our moft grateful 
thanks, and that the annexed addrefs be figned by 
the chairman and publifhed witK thefe refolutions. 

** Resolved unanimoufly, that four members fromt 
each county of the province of Ulfter, eleven to be 
a quorum, be and are hereby appointed a commit- 
tee till next general meeting, to ad for the Volun* 
teer corps here reprefented, and, as occafion (haH 
require, to call general meetings of the province."* 
The committee were appointed. They then 

" Resolved unanimoufly, that the committee be 
and are hereby inftrufted to call a general meeting 
of the province, within twelve months from this 
day, or in fourteen days after the diffolution of the 
prefent parliament, (hould fuch an event fooner take 
place. 

*' Resolved ilnariimoufly, that faid committee da 
appoint nine of their members to be a committee in 
Dublin, in order to communicate with fuch other 
Volunteer affociations in the other provinces, as may 
think proper to come to fimilar refolutions, and to 
deliberate with them on the moft conftitutional 
meahs of carrying them into effedt." 

Portugal, moft unjuftly, had refufed to admit 
to entry certain Irifti commodities^ in refpedt to 
.which the delegatcif 

^Resolved, 
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" Resolved unanunoufly, that the court of Por- 
tugal had afted towards this kingdom, being a part 
of the Britifti empire, in fuch a manner afi to call 
upon them to declare and to pledge themfelvcs to 
each other, that they would not confume any wine 
of the growth of Portugal, and that they would, to 
the extent of their influence, prevent the ufe of faid 
wine, except the wine at prefent in this kingdom, 
until fuch time as our exports fliould be received in 
the kingdom of Portugal, as the manufactures of 
part of the Britifli empire." 

Policy had begun to infpirc more favourable 
fentimcnt^ v/ith refpeft to the Roman Catholics, in 
confequence of which our legiflature had afforded 
them fome, and were about to afford them farther 
relief from the oppreflions under which they had hi- 
therto laboured. With a view to thefc afts of ju-^ 
ftice and humanity, the delegates added the two 
following refolutions. 

" Resolved, with two diffenting voices only to 
this and the following refolution, that we hold the 
right of private judgment, in matters of religion, ta 
be equally facred in others as in ourfelves. 

" Resolved, therefore, that as men and as Irifh- 
men, as Chriftians and as Proteftants, we rejbicc in 
the relaxation of the penal laws againft our Roman 
Catholic fellow fubjefts, and that we conceive the 
meafure to be fraught with the happieft confequen- 
ces to the union and the profperity of the inhabi- 
tants of Ireland." 

The following was the addrefs agreed upon to 
the minority in both houfes of parliament. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" We thank you for your noble and fpirited, 
though hitherto ineffedtual efforts in defence of the 
great conftitutional and commercial rights of your 

country 
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Country. Go on. The almoft unanimous voice of 
the people is with you, and, in a free country, the 
Yj3.ice of the people muft prevail. We know our duty 
^^to> our fovereign and are loyal ; we know our duty to 
" ouif. Ives and are refolved to be free. We feek for 
• our rights and no rriore than our rights, and, in fo 
J!ift a purfuit, we fhould doubt the being of a Pro- 
vidence, if we doubted of fuccefs." 

The provincial committee having met and chofen 
the members of the national committee for the pro- 
vince of Ulfter, unanimoiifly refolved* 

*^ That the corps of this province not repre-^ 
fented at the meeting held this day, be and they 
are h'^reby invited to join in the refolutions of faid 
m^^eting and to become members of the faid affocia- 
tion on the molt equal footing. 

*' That fuch corps ^s may choofe to join the 
laid aflbciation, be and they are hereby requefted ta 
commiinicate their intentions to our fecretary." 

The publig waited with anxious and impatient 
folicitude for intelligence of thefe tranfadtioris. 
When they were made known and it was found that 
they were equally diftinguifhed by fpirit, by wifdom 
and moderation, the friends of their country exulted 
with joy anticipating the noble efFedts they were 
likely to produce. The unexpeded refolutions in; 
favour of the Roman Catholics were applauded as 
moft honourable to Proteftants and as promifing an 
acceflion of ftrength to the caufie of liberty. / 

The addrefs was univerfally admired. Minilfry 
•were chagrined and difappointed, They migly^ave 
forefeen that their caufe was defperate and inat the 
wiflies of the people muft now be gratifiej&. Rut, 
they determined to udV on the fame princWes and 
were fupported >yith zeal, as ufual, by theiNfoefld^"**"*^ 
ip parliament. So great was their ftrenj^th^ which 

they 



OF IRELAND. 561 

they difpkycd in all it's force, without any fe^ming ■ 
apprehenfion of the confequence, that upon the fe- 
veral conftitutional queftions, which again became 
the fubjecfts of difcuffion, they obtained an eafy vic-j. 
tory. Two things which occurred in parliament.; 
made a v^ry deep impreflion. 

In a debate concerning the exclufive legiflative 
privileges of Ireland, a member in the fervice of go* 
vernment who filled a high department in the law^ 
fpeaking 6f the afts impofed upon us by England^ 
aflerted, " that power donftituted right." A motion 
that it ftiould be declared that the commons were 
the reprefentatives of the people, was negatived. It 
was felt that if the former of thefe was true, then 
Irilhmen were not only flaves, but that their mailers 
were defpots on principle. The latter led to a fuf- 
picion that the commons had renounced their con- 
nexion with their conftituents and did not confider ' 
themfelves as the delegated guardians of their pro- 
perty and their liberties, By thefe means the difTa- 
tisfaftion of the nation was aggravated, but it's dc- 
Jivcfancc fail approached. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCIV. 

BY this time, the Dungannon refolutions had 
operated with a force adequate to the moft 
fanguine expedations of our patriots. They were 
adopted by the Volunteers of every province with a 
unanimity and zeal approaching to enthufiafm. The 
friends of government and thofe who had been hi- 
therto luke warm were borne down, irrefiftibly, by 
the torrent, and began to fland forth as zealous 
champions for the conftitution and the rights of their , 
country, 

The 
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The committees of correfpondcncc which were 
appointed, and more particularly, the national com- 
mittee now compleated by members delegated from 
the corps of Leinfter, Munfter and Connaught, were 
the centre of communication to which the fentiments 
of the different aflbciations were conveyed and by 
which all the parts of the great body were united. 

Immediately after the meeting at Dungannon, 
an aflbciation was formed and publifhed in the name 
of the nobility, reprefentatives, freeholders and in- 
habitants of the county of Armagh wherein they 
fet forth, that it was now neceflary to exprefs their 
fentiments refpefting the fundamental and un- 
doubted rights. of this nation. By a feafonable ap- 
plication, to terminate any anxious jealoufy and pre- 
vent the poffibility of any future conteft, they de- 
clared, that in every fituation of life and with all the, 
means in their, power^ they would aflcrt and main- 
tain the conftitutronal right of this kingdom to be 
governed by fuch laws only as were enadcd by jfeai 
King lords and commons of Ireland, and that they 
would in every inftance, uniformly and ftrenuoufly, 
oppofe the execution of any ftatutes, except fuch as 
derived authority from faid parliament; pledging 
themfelves to their country and to one another, to 
fupport with their lives and fortunes, this their fo- 
lemn declaration. 

The declaration of Armagh was adopted by fe- 
yeral counties ; from the reft appeared other publica- 
tions equally expreflive of a determined purpofe to 
vindicate the conftitutional rights of Ireland, Grand 
juiies, cities, towns, corporations, parifhes, all ranks 
and degrees of men, animated by the fame fenti- 
ments and with united voice fpoke out boldly in be- 
- half of the privileges of their country. A more uni- 
verfal, more warm and fpirited concurrence in fa- 
vour 
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vour of liberty is not to be found, even from the 
carlicft period, in the hiftory of any nation in the 
woild. 

Irishmek now faw with joy the fpeedy approach 
of the confummation of all their wifhes* It was 
haftened by a removal of the Britifh miniftry, whofc 
precipitate counfcls had loft America and fufpended 
the fafety of England, on the brink of deftruftion. 
Thofe fubftituted in their place, both in England 
and irothis country, were more diftinguilhed by po- 
litical wifdom, and adkuated by more liberal princi- 
ples of government. The Duke of Portland, whofc 
^nceftor was intimately conneded with our Great 
Deliverer and a warm friend of the revolution, was 
fent to prefide in the affairs of Ireland. He came 
over the beginning of ApHl feventeen hundred and 
eighty two. As meafures, not only on the other 
fide, but with refpedl to this country were totally 
changed, fhortly after his arrival, he fent a meffagc 
to |>arliament, acquainting them, that he had it in 
command from his Majefty to inform them, that his 
Majefty being concerned to find that difcontents and 
jealoufies were prevailing among his loyal fubjeds 
of this country, upon matters of great weight and 
importance, he recommended to parliament to take 
the fame into their moft ferious confideration, in or- 
der to fuch a final adjuftment, as might give mutual 
fatisfaftion to his kingdoms of Great ^Britain and 
Ireland. 

A LONG period had elapfed fmce Iriftimen had 
heard fuch language as this from the throne. Our 
patriots rejoiced. Even the moft venal, delivered 
from temptation to facrifice their integrity to felfifti 
motives, might now freely ad the part moft condu- 
cive to the public good. 

The 



564 THE HISTORY 

The commons, unanimoufly, rcprcfented their 
own fentimcnts and thofe of the nation concerning 
the ftate of the kingdom, in an addrefs to the 
throne, in which, after thanking his Majefty for his 
gracious meflagc, and declaring their attachment to 
his pcrfon and government, they affurc him, ' that 
his fubjefts of Ireland are a free people, that the 
crown of Ireland is an imperial crown, infeparably 
annexed to the crown of Great Britain, on which 
connexion, the intcrefts and happinefs of both na- 
tions eflentially depend : But that the kingdom of 
Ireland is a diftindl kingdom, with a parliament of 
her own, the fole legiflature thereof; that there is 
no body of men competent to make laws to bind 
this nation, except the king, lords and commons oF 
Ireland, nor any other parliament which hath any 
authority or power, of any fort whatfoever, in this 
country, fave only the parliament of Ireland. They 
aflure his Majefty, that they humbly conceive, that 
in this right the very eflence of their liberties did 
cxift, a right which they, on the part of all the peo- 
ple of Ireland, do claim as their birthright, and 
which they cannot yield but with their lives. They 
afliire his Majefty, that they had feen, with concern, 
certain claims advanced by the parliament of Great 
Britain, in an aft, entitled an aft for the better fe- 
curing the dependency of Ireland ; an aft contain- 
ing matter entirely irreconcileable to the fundamen- 
tal rights of. this nation. They inform his Majefty, 
that they conceive this aft and the claims it advan- 
ces to be the great and principal caufe of the difcon- 
' tents and jealoufies in this kingdom. They aflure 
the King, that his Majefty 's commons of Ireland do 
moft fincerely wi(h, that all bills which become law 
in Ireland, fhould receive the approbation of his Ma- 
jefty, under the feal of Great Britain, but that yet 

they 
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they confider the pi:a<fHfe of fupprefling our bills ia 
the council of Ireland,- or altering the fame any 
where, to, be another ^juft caufe of difcontent and 
jcalqufy. They affure his^Majefty, that an aft, en- 
titled an a<5t for the better- accommodation of his 
Majefty's forces, being unlifhftcd in duration, and 
defedive in other inftances, but pafled in that (hape 
from the particular circumftances of the times, is 
another juft cajufe of difcontent and jealoufy in this 
kingdom. They inform his Majefty, that they had 
fubmittcd thefe, the principal caufes of the prefent 
difcontent and jealoufy of Ireland, in humble ex- 
pedtation of redrefs. They cxprefs their confi- 
dence and fatisfadtion in his Majefty's wifdom, in 
the choice of the chief governor he had made, and 
in the conftitutional councils which he had adopted. 
They conclude with afluring the King that they 
were more confident in the hope of redrefs, as the 
people of Ireland had been and were not more dif- 
pofed to fliare the freedom of England --than to fup- 
port her in her difficulties and to (hare her fate. A 
.fimilar addrefs was moved and agreed to unani- 
moufly in the houfe of lords. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XCV. 

IN the fpeech of the Lord Lieutenant, foon after 
to both houfes, he informed them, that he was 
enabled, by the magnanimity of the King, and by 
the wifdom of the Britifh parliament to affure them, 
that immediate attention had been paid to their re- 
prefentations, and that the Icgiflature of Britain had 
concurred in a refolution to remove the caufes of 
their difcontents, and were united in a defire to gra- 
tify every wifli cxprefled in the late addrefles to the 

throne; 
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throne ; tljat, . in^e rtiean time, his Majefty wiis 
gracioufly^^ifpSfed to give his royal affcnt to sl&S^'^ 
to prevent the fuppreffHig oif bills in the Irirti privy 
council and to limit the-iiiutiny bill to the term of 
two years. *^ . 

In the addrefs of the cominonfi, confequent to 
thefc moft agreeable aflurances, having expreffed 
their fenfe of the King*s magnanimity in paying 
fuch early attention to their reprefentationsi, and of 
the wifdom of the Britifti parliament, they acquaint 
his Majefty, that they conceived the refolution for 
an unqualified repeal of ^ the SS^tii of George the 
Firft to be a meafure of confummate wifdom and 
juftice fuitable to the dignity and eminence of both 
nations, exalting their charadter and furnilhing a 
perpetual pledge of their mutual amity. They in^- 
form his Majefty that they would prepare bills to 
fatisfy the wifhes of his people, and affure him, that 
when gratified in thefe particulars, no conftitutional 
queftion betwixt the two nations would any longer 
exift to interrupt their harmony, and that Great 
Britain, as fhe had approved their firmnefs, (he 
might rely on their afFeftion, They declare that 
common intereft, perpetual connexion, the recent 
conduft of Great Britain, a native afFedlion to the 
Britifti name and nation,- together with the conftitu- 
tiph which they had recovered and the high reputai- 
tion which they poflefled muft ever decide the wifhes 
as well as the intereft of Ireland 'to perpetuate the 
harmony, the ftability and glory of the empire. To 
'this addrefs there were but two diffentients, 
•» /Addresses were likewife prefented by parHa- 
Writ to the lord lieutenant expreflive of their very 
thankful acknowledgements for the aftive part he 
had taken- in this intefefting bufinefs. The com-f 
'rpons, in proof of their loyalty and of the generous 
• . fehtiment$ 



OF IRELAND. 367 

fenttments mth which they were infpired by the 
mod agreeable change about to take place in our li- ' 
tuation, voted a hundred thoufand pounds to his 
Majefty to enable him to raife twenty thoufand men 
for the navy. Shortly after, they Iikewife" voted that 
five thoufand troops (hould^be fent to his afliftance, 
of our eftablifliment. 

A CONVICTION that no doubts were to be enter- 
tained of the finderity of government and that, we 
•were now to be compleatly emancipated made on 
-every mmd, in all parts of the kingdom, the deep- 
eft impreffion. Nothing was to be heard but the 
language of joy and mutual congratulation. 

The glorious efforts of our Volunteers, were in a 
peculiar manner, the object of gratitude and the 
-^eme of univerfal panegyrick. Every benefaftor 
t)f the nation, in proportion to his exertions in the 
common caufe, was the fubjedt of praife. But none 
was placed in fo confpicuous a point of view as Mr. 
Grattan. -This faithful fenator had always main- 
tained a moft refpeitable charaftcr, but from the 
commencement of the prefent ftruggle for liberty, 
lie ftepped forth as the moft ftrenuous advocate of 
our rights, in defence of which, his great abilities, his 
eloquence and pcrfevering firmnefs (hined with a 
•brilliant luftre. His ^countrymen, by warm and re- 
peated expreffions of applaufe had animated him to 
perfcvere. On the prefent occafion, addreffes of 
thanks conveying the ftrongeft fentiments of efteem 
and gratitude, flowed in upon him from all quarters. 
l<*rom the commons, he received a proof of grati- 
tude, honourable in the higheft degree and more 
fubftantial- They addrefled the King to give him 
fifty thoufand pounds as a recompenfe of his fervi- 
ces, for which they engaged to make provifion. 
This requeft was complied with. 

But 
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But that, perfect ci:)nfidencc of freec^om, and the 
joy wjiiphrhad hitherto peryaded the nation was 
i v^iy- fppn interrupted. When .it was found that the 
.intended repeal of the declaratory aft, , was to be a 
fimple repeal, without any expreffion relinquiftiing 
the claim contained in it of a right in Britain to 
make laws to bind us, fome members of the houfe 
of commons declared,- that they did not think it a 
competent fecurity againft future encroachments, 
Mr. Flood was of this opinion, in fupport of which, 
his eloquence and diftinguiftied abilities were called 
forth ipto the ftrongcft exertions. But the com- 
mons, alaioft unanimoufly, continued in the perfua.- 
fion, that a fimple repeal of the obnoxious ^<a, with 
;the other meafures to be adopted in favour of Ire- 
land, was to be confidered as a compleat emancipa^ 
tion.; A number of the people began now to enter- 
tain different fentiments. It is natural for thofc 
whofe rights have been violated, to be fufpicious of 
the defigns of the oppreflbr, in any tranfadlion not 
fo perfectly clear as to exclude all doubt, efpecially 
if it refpefts the relinquilhment of a power which 
the latter has long exercifed. In. this junfture, to 
prefer ve unanimity, it was thought moft expedient 
to call provincial meetings of the Volunteers, to give 
them an opportunity of declaring their fentiments, 
which there was reafon to fuppofe would have a 
powerful influence. Accordingly, delegates from 
Leinfter met the nineteenth of June ; thofe of Ul- 
fter aflembled at Dungannon, two days after. Both 
meetings agreed upon an addrefs to the King, in 
which their views and fentiments, refpe£ling the 
principal point, appeared to be the fame. They 
coincided in declaring to his Majefty, that in confer 
quence of the addrcffes of the Irifti parliament hav- 
ing difclaimcd all powe; and authority whatever in 

the 
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tlie parliament of England over this country, thf^ 
would confider an unqualified and unconditional r^ 
peal of the fixth of George the Firft by the Britifl^ 
parliament, made in confequence of the faid addref- 
fes, as a compleat renunciation of the prirtciple and 
of the claims contained in the faid ftatute, and aS 
fuch would accept ari deem it fatisfadtory; 

Five gentlemen of their number were appointed 
by the delegates of Ulfter to pefent their addrefs to 
his Majefty. Addrefles were likewife agreed upoii 
to the Lord Lieutenant, to Lord Charlemont and to 
Mr. Grattan. 

Lord Charlemont was eleftcd commander in 
chief of the Volunteers of this province. This was 
the higheft poffible mark of refpeft whichthey could 
beftow on this diftinguiflied nobleman. Perhaps no 
fubjedl ever received equal honours to thofe alj-eady 
conferred upon him by the Volunteers of Ulfter. 
He was their greateft favourite. They had fre- 
quently chofen him reviewing general and prefentcdi 
him with addreffes equally expreffive of afFedtionate 
efteem, gratitude and veneration. He was well en- 
titled to every honor and to every expreflion of 
regard in their power. For he oppofed venality 
and laboured to ferve his country at a time when he 
had few to fupport him and when the approbation 
of his own mind was his only reward. With the 
firft opening of our late glorious profpeft he em- 
ployed his diflinguifhed abilities and his influence, 
with animated zeal in the public fervice^ he re- 
doubled his efforts, improved every circumftance 
conducive to the redrcfs of our grievances with a 
fpirit and perfeverance which has entitled him, In 
an eminent degree, to the honourable character of 
a faviour of his country. 

Vol. II. A a . The 
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The delegates of Connaught met likcVife. 

They alfo tranfmitted an addrefs to the King^ the 
principle of which, refpedting the declaratory aft, 
was the fame with that of the Leinfter and Ulfter 
addreffes, but it contained this remarkable expref- 
fion. *' A revival of the claims, in Britain, cither 
of external or internal legiflation, would ((X ever 
fever the two countries." 

At the meeting which took place fome tioK after 
of the Volunteers of Munfter nothing was done. 
Though there were no diiTcntients at Dungannon,^ 
there was a large number not fatisfied with the prin- 
ciple of the addrefs, but they thought it their duty 
on that occafion, to facrifice their private opinion to 
unanimity. From the Connaught addrefs feveral 
corps diflented. When the Munfter Volunteers af- 
fembledjk the difcontented were numerous. This 
was the reafon which induced them to think it moft 
expedient to make no public declaration of their 
fentiments. 

Adiett. 

LETTER XCVI. 

THE feflion of parliament ended about the 
middle of Summer. Before it rofe, thefe bills 
received the royal aflent. 

A BILL to empower the lord lieutenant, or other 
chief governor or governors and council of tWsr 
kingdom^ for the time being, to certify all fucfa bills 
and none other as both houfes of parliameat fliali 
judge expedient to be enafted in this ktngdom, to 
his Majefly his heirs and fuccefibcs, under the great 
feal of Ireland, without addition, diminution or al- 
teration : All fuch bills thus tranfmitted and re- 
turned under the great feal of Great Britain, without 

addition^ 
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irfditioh, diminution or alteration, and none other 
to pafs in the parliament of this kingdom : No bill 
neceffary to be certified into Great Britain as ^ 
caufe or confideration for holding a parliament in 
Ireland. 

A BILL to limit the mutiny a6t to two years and 
to repeal the other obnoxious parts of the late fta- 
tute. 

A BILL enafting that, from henceforth, all erro»- 
neous judgments, orders and decrees (hall be finally 
examined and reformed in the high court of parlia^ 
ment in this kingdom only, and that, for this pur- ' 
pofe, the lord lieutenant, or other chief governor, or 
governors, fhall and may grant warrants for fealing 
writs of error returnable into parliament. 

An habeas corpus law, and one for rendering the 
judges independent of the crown were alfo enadted^ 

A NUMBER of people in this country held their 
eftatcs by the authority of Englifti laws, to quiet 
their minds, an ad likewifc paffed imprefling thefe 
Britifli ftatutes with the fandlion of the Irifh legifla- 
ture. Thefe were advantages, all of which were 
highly neceffary to our liberty, fome of them more 
eminently effential to it ; but, until this gloriou? pe- 
riod of freedoni, \ye had contended for them ixi 
vain. 

The following laws were enaded refpedling Ro- 
man Catholics. 

By an ad paffed in feventeen hundred and fe- 
venty eight, Roman Catholics were empowered to 
take leafes, for any term of years, not exceeding 
nine hundred and ninety nine, or for any term of 
years determinable on any number of lives not ex- 
ceeding five. They were now enabled to purchafe 
or take by grant, limitation, defcent or devife, any 
lands, tenements or hereditaments in this kingdom^ 

Aa ^ witl^ 
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with certain exceptions, and to difpofe of them by 
will or otherwife, to defcend according to the courfe 
of common law, devifeable and transferable in like 
manner as the lands of Proteftants. By the fame 
law, certain penal adts refpedting the hearing and 
the celebrating of mafs, forbidding Roman Catho- 
lics to keep a horfe of or above the value of five 
pounds, empowering grand juries to levy from 
them, in their refpedtive diftrifts, money to the 
amount of fuch loffes as were fuftained by the de- 
predations of privateers, requiring them to provide^ 
in towns, Proteftant watchmen, and forbidding them 
to inhabit the city of Limerick or fuburbs, were re- 
pealed. 

So much of former afts as forbad them to teach 
fchool publicly, or to inftrudt youth, of their own 
profeffion, in private, was alfo repealed and a law 
enadted to permit them to have the guardianfliip the 
care and tuition of their own children. 

Thus were Roman Catholics, by the equity of 
pur legiflature, to the honor of Proteftants and of 
the prefent diftinguilhed period, reftored to thefe 
privileges, of which, during a long feafon of oppref- 
fion, they had been moft unjuftly deprived. It is 
not merely the advantages they have now obtained, 
which encourage them to be pleafed with their fitua- 
tion and to look forward with comfort to happier- 
days. Their moft flattering profpedt arifes from the 
fpirit of the times. This, which was cheriflied and 
difFufed by the Dungannon refolutions, operates 
ftrongly in their favour. The unwife policy of in- 
juring their rights is now pretty clearly undcrftood. 
Unchriftian bigotry with refpedt- to them has loft 
much of it's influence. Proteftants are difpofed to 
treat them kindly and have pleafure in the thought 

that 
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that their circumftances will "be rendered, in fome 
time, conducive, in all refpedts, to their happinefs. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCVII. 

THE ad repealing the fixth of George the Firft 
had now pafled the Britifh legiflature and ar- 
rived in Ireland. It was in thefe words. " Whereas 
an aft was pafled in the fixth year of the reign of 

his late Majefty, King George the Firft, entitled, 
an a<a for the better fecuring the dependency of the 
kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, 
may it pleafe your moft excellent Majefty that it be 
cnadted, and be it enadted by the King's rnoft excel- 
lent Majefty, by and with the advice and confent of 
the lords fpiritual anH temporal, and commons in this 
prefei^t parliament aflembled and by the authority 
of the fame, that from and after the pafling of this 
adt, the above mentioned aft and the feveral matters 
and things therein contained, (hall be and is and arc 
hereby repealed,'* Notwithftanding the addrefles of 
the Volunteers of the three provinces, the difputc 
which had commenced in refpeft to this aft, as a 
competent fecurity of our exclufive legiflative rights 
became every day more warm and univerfal. But 
no change, had taken place, concerning this quefti- 
on, among our reprefentatives, a few excepted. 
The laft time the point was debated in the houfe of 
commons it was determined in the affirmative, with 
only fix diflenting voices. 

The reafons which ftipported their opinion and 
for fome time at firft were confidered as conclufive 
by a great majority of the nation, were, that the 
declaratory law with it's claims were pointed put in 
the addrefs of our parliament, in the moft expr'efs 

A a J terms. 
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terns, ds the grievance of all others the moft intole* 
Table to Irilhmen; that the^unreferved, unconditi- 
onal repeal of that law, in^confequence, with all 
the circumftanccs attending it, could, with fair- 
nefs, be conftrued in no other fenfe than as a dif- 
avowal on the part of Britain, of every claim to 
bind us, in future, by her laws; that Britain muft 
know that to do away the law and yet retain the 
claim, would be no wife confiftent with his Ma- 
jcfty's declaration, that all our grievances Ihould be 
redreffed j that if an Englifh law, pretending autho- 
rity to bind this nation, had exiftcd, antecedent to 
the declaratory ad, a fimple repeal of it would have 
been infufficient, but that no fuch law did exift, there- 
fore the repeal ought to be adequate to our wiftes j 
that as the fixth of George the Firft afferted that 
England, had, hath, and, of right ought to have a 
power to make laws to bind Ireland, the repeal of it 
was equal to a declaration that England had not, 
hath not and ought not to have a power to bind us, 
in future. They faid that to fuppofe the declara-s 
tion to be done away and that the claim, which was. 
the thing declared, remained, was altogether ab- 
furd ; that the honor and good faith of England were 
folemnly pledged to us in the eyes of Europe, ou 
which, if we could not rely, no additional fecurity 
would be of any ufe to us ; that with relation to 
what is called legal fecurity, our fituation was quite 
different from that of individuals under the fame 
government, to decide whofe differences a common 
tribunal is provided, but with refpeft to England and 
us, there was no tribunal but the world, in whofe 
judgment, that country could not be rendered more 
criminal if (he violated her faith as already pledged 
to this nation ; that refpedling all the particulars conr 
tained in our addrefs^ thie j^iogdom was conuniited, 

t« 
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to deviate from which by advancing new claims 
upon England, would be injurious to our national 
dignity and to good faith, the breach of which was 
fetting before England a bad example in relation to 
her own engagements. They farther added, that 
not to reft fatisficd with the removal of the griev- 
ance, but to infift upon our fifter country making a 
mortifying acknowledgement of her paft injuftice, 
was a humiliation, to which it was unreafonable to 
fuppofe her pride would fuffer her to fubmit and 
which, confidering her prefent ftate of weakncfs and 
repentance, would caft a diflionourablc reflexion on 
our generofity. Ingenuous refinements had nothing 
tb do with the Iiilh conftitution which we were not 
to look for in the Britifli ftatute books but in the 
ancient privileges of the kingdom ; thefe we muft 
proteft, not by written agreements but by our own 
fpirit and fcwce ; that a confcioufnefs of freedom and 
a determined refolution to defend- it were true dig- 
nity and our only bulwark; that to raife fcruples 
with refpedt to our prefent fituation was weak and 
tended to furnifh England with arguments which (he 
might -afterwards ufe to our prejudice. 

It was admitted, by thofe on the other fide, that 
the declaratory law with it's claims injurious to our 
rights, were fully ftated in the addrefs to the throne, 
but they denied that this involved an obligation of 
refting fatisfied with a fimple repeal of it, as the 
word repeal or any term fpecifying our wifhes in 
refpeft to it we^e not mentioned in the ftatement 
of our grievances. They argued, that the parlia- 
ment called for a total emancipation from the 
nfurped authority of the Britifh legiflature ; if there- 
fof e the requifition was not complied with 'm all it*d 
parts, inftead of being our duty, it would be crimi- 
nal to be fatisficd 5 that the repeal was. not ujiquali- 
. : ficd, 
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fied, for had it been fo, it would have taken away 
every thing obnoxious to our conftitution, inftcad of 
this, it had referved the aflumed authority of all 
things moll inconfiftent with it ; that whatever were 
the circumftances connedted with the addrcfs, Eng- 
land muft know and every unprejudiced Irifliman 
muft fee, that a fimple repeal of a declaratory aft, 
extended no farther than to a repeal of the decla- 
ration, and that nothing would be more improper 
than to reft our privileges upon conftrudkion, which 
ought to be afcertained in the fulleft, the cleareft 
and moft exprefs terms.. They pleaded that the 
repeal of an enabling law, took away that which, 
antecedent to the repeal, was law ; that the repeal 
of a declaratory law did not afFedt the principle, but 
left it in full force ; that the principle of the decla- 
ratory law in queftion was the claim of a right to 
make lawn to bind Ireland which ftill exifted, and, if 
not renounced by England, might, at a future day, 
be revived to forge new chains for this country. 
They faid, that it was nothing to thepurpofe for us 
to deny that any prior law exifted of which the 
fixth of George the Firft was declaratory ; England, 
the power againft which we were to guard, aflerted 
it ; it was aflerted by fome of her moft celebrated 
lawyers i in many cafes the aflumed right had been 
exercifed, examples of which, in a number of afts 
yet unrepealed, were to be found, at this day, in the 
Britifh (iatute books. This appears, they obfcrved, 
from the very law in queftion, the title of it being 
" A law for better fecuring the dependence of Ire- 
land on the Britifti crown," if there -was no fuppofed 
antecedent dependence of this country on Great 
Britain by law, by the exercife of a claim of right 
or authority, thefe words have no meaning. I^ was 
their opinion, that the faith of England was not fq 

pledged^ 
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pledged, that her obligation not to injure us in fu- 
ture could not be heightened, for if to the fimple 
repeal, even with all the circumftances attending it, 
were added a renunciation of the principle, (he 
would then be bound in the eyes of the world, not 
indiredly or by implication, but exprefsly and fo- 
lemnly, and therefore, in point of honor, would be 
more powerfully reftrained from breaking the obli- 
gation ; that it was injurious to ourfelves and to our 
pofterity not to guard againft the future violation of 
our rights, by obtaining the greateft poflible fecu- 
rity ; that legal fecurity, of all others the bell, plight 
be obtained by nations under the fame crown 5 that 
fuch was the fecurity which England gave to Scot- 
land at the union ; it had never been infringed 5 it 
had remained an impregnable defence of their liber- 
ties. Great Britain had offered to renounce all 
claims of a power to bind America, why then did 
(he not part with her affumed authority in refpeft to 
us? To decline infifting upon this, from a regard to 
the pride of England, was, in their eyes, falfe deli- 
eacy. The pride of England, fey they, is the pride 
of power, which had been cherifhed by a Jeries of 
ufurpations on the rights of our conftitution, to 
which, every regard to juftice and to our preferva- 
tion required it rtiould now be facrificed ; Great Bri- 
tain had no claim at prefent upon our gratitude or 
generous feelings, as (he had not treated us with af- 
fection or even with juftice, in the day of her prof- 
perity. If in the feafon of England's weaknefs, 
when fo many circumftances combined in their fa- 
vour, Iri(hmen did not affert, efFeftually, their own 
rights, the opportunity would, in a (hort time, be 
loft for ever. 

In this difpute, the point was not whether we 
fliould be fatisfied with any thing ftiort of the full 

re-eftablilhment 
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re-eftablifhment of our rignts; that we (faould not, 
all parties were agreed; the queftton entirely was, 
whether we were adkually free ? That thofe difpofed 
to acquicfce in the repeal, who alone were liable to 
fufpicion, did not defign to give up any fecurity of 
our privileges, is evident, for in that number were 
to be found the firft charadters in the nation, men 
whom (he will ever boaft of as her pride and orna* 
ment, who had exerted every nerve to promote our 
intereit, and in whofe abilities and integrity the 
people had placed the higheft confidence. 

Besides the arguments mentioned above, feveral 
matters occurred, during the courfe of the debate^ 
which had influence in adding to the number of 
thofe who were difTatisfied with our fituation. 

Ak Englifh law permitting a liberty of importa*' 

tion from one of the Weft India Iflands taken from 

us during the war, mentioned, as afFefted by it, all 

his Majcfty's dominions, and, of courfe, included 

Ireland ; this, though faid to have been owing to a 

clerical error and a law of the fame import was en** 

aded by our legiflature, made an unfavourable im* 

preflion, in refpe<5l to the intentions of the Britifh 

parliament towards this country. Great offence 

was taken at a member of the Engiifh houfe of lords 

for a fpeech in parliament in which he afferted, that 

Great Britain had a right to bind Ireland by her 

laws in matters of an external nature and propofed 

to bring in a bill to that purpofe. Some circum- 

ftanccs, with refped to it, were at firft mifunder- 

fiood, particularly obnoxious, which enflamed the 

public difcontent- Lord Beauchamp, one of the 

Englifli commons, a nobleman who liad uniformly 

fupported the rights of this country, in a letter ad- 

drefied to one of our refpcdable Volunteer corps, 

took much pains to (hew that the fecurity of our le* 

giflativ^ 
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giflative privileges which we had obtained from the 
Britifh parliament, was infuflicient. This alfo made 
converts. The fentiments of the lawyers corps who 
had taken the queftion into confideration and gave 
it as their opinion that our privileges were yet infe- 
cure, produced a fimilar efFed. But there was a cir- 
cumftance which, of all others, created uneafmefs, as 
it was thought to be a convincing proof, that a far- 
ther adjuftment with England was indifpenfibly ne- 
ceffary. The Irifh acl for reforming erroneous judg- 
liients in our own parliament was extended to all 
caufes depending in England poftcrior to the firft 
of June. Diredtly in the face of this law, the chief 
juftice of the Englifti court of king's bench retained 
and gave judgment in an Irifh caufe, fubfequent 
to that period. From thefe reafons and cirumftan- 
ces the ftrength of the party diflatisfied with the 
prefent fecurity of our rights, daily encreafed. But 
the caufe of diffatisfaftion with the conduct of Eng- 
land in refpedt to the repeal of the declaratory aA 
and the wilbed for fecurity of 'our legiflative privi- 
leges was foon to be removed. 

The death of the Marquifs of Rockingham, who 
was the bond of union and the great fupport of the 
prefent miniftry, occafioned feveral of them to retire. 
The Duke of Portland refigned, and Lord Temple, 
whofe patriotic adminiftration has been univerfally 
admired, came to prefide in the affairs of Ireland. 
His brother and fecretary Mr. Grenville went to 
England and made fuch reprefentations of tlic dif- 
contents which prevailed here concerning the infuffi- 
ciency of the repeal of the decUratory ail, that Mr» 
Towlhend, oite of the fecretaries of ftate, moved \i\ 
the houfc of commons for leave to bring in a bill to 
remove from the minds of the people of this coun- 
try ^1 doubts refpcfting their legiflative and judicial 

privileges. 
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privileges. It was granted. The bill which paffcd 
into a law contained in the fulleft and moft expltcit 
term?, a relinquiftiment, on the part of the Britifh 
legiflature, of all claims of a right to interfere with 
tTie judgment of our courts or to make laws to bind 
Ireland in future. 

Thus ended a conteft that involved in it every 
thing dear to the hearts of freemen, in which the 
fpirit of the Irifh nation, favoured by a concurrence 
of the moft fortunate circumftances, was called forth 
into exertions admired by Europe and which will re- 
fledt upon our country inamort^l honor. 

Farewell, 

LETTER XCVnL 

FROM the reviews of laft Summer which were 
more fplendid than thofe of the two preceding 
years, it appeared that the Volunteers had ftill en- 
creafed, that they had begun to be furnifhed with 
camp equipage, were in many places provided in ar- 
tillery, and had confiderably improved in difcipline. * 
They continue to be remarkable ' for the fame 
ftriftnefs and regularity of conduit, for the fame 
regard to order and the fame warmth of patriotifm, 
by which, from the beginning, they have been fo 
honourably confpicuous. As the falvation of their 
country has, principally, been the fruits and the re- 
ward of their aftonifhing efforts, it is the earneft 
wifh and the flattering hope of the moft virtuous and 
the wifeft in the nation, that a regard, to it's future 
fecurity, will induce them to retain their military 
charafter, to keep on foot their affbciations, and to 
continue thofe exercifes neceflary to preferve the 
knowledge of the ufe of arms. The kingdom be- 
ing delivered from the apprehenfion of foreign inva- 

fion 
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iion and, with refpedt to Britain, reinftated in it's 
rights, the caufes which led them to unite have at 
prefent ceafed. Thus gratified and the objeft of 
their efforts being no longer immediately in view, 
there is danger of their finking into that ftate of fe- 
curity and inadion to which the mind is prone af- 
ter having been raifed above it's ufual ftate by more 
vigorous exertions. But this illuftrious band (hould 
never ceafe to remember that as it was the power of 
England which enflaved our privileges, it was it's 
decline, accelerated by the operation of our force, 
which gave us an opportunity of refcuing them 
from deftrudion, therefore (hould that force ceafc 
to exert itfelf and a ftate of weaknefs enfue, we 
have only the faith of nations to fecure the enjoy- 
ment of thofe rights for which we have fo glorioufly 
contended. 

When a fenfe of re<Stitude is the only fupport 
of the faith of nations, what confidence is to be 
placed in it by the weaker party, let the hiftory of 
the world determine. You have feen that England 
granted us Magna Charta and on many occafions 
ratified our privileges, yet, in the periods of her 
ftrength and of our weaknefs, fhe violated our nati- 
onal independence and rendered thofe efforts ne- 
ceflary which have produced the prefent revolution. 

The motives of ftates and empires are totally 
different from thofe which influence the. condud of 
individuals- In their tranfadtions with each other, 
policy is the rule of adlion. When compelled by 
neceffity, they give up the gratifications of pride, of 
avarices or ambition; whenever an encreafe of 
ftrength prefents them with an opportunity, they 
feize it and refume them. 

It is painful to exprefs a thought tending to al- 
lay our joy and congratulations ; but Irilhmen (hould 

be 
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be wife, that our recovered freedom, the caiife rf 
eur rejoicing, may be lafting. 

Ireland now appears to the world in an ho^ 
nourablc light ; by her magnanimity fhe has com^ 
manded not only refpeft from the nations but admi- 
ration ; this fliould encourage her fons to maintain 
by their fpirit and by unremitting watchfulnefs, the 
rank to which fhe is reftored. They fliould like- 
wife be animated to this by the acceflion of the Ro- 
man Catholics to the national force. 

A DIVIDED people muft always be infecure, De» 
ftitute of ftrcngth, a common enemy finds them an 
eafy conqueft. Whilft the Roman Catholics were 
borne down by opprefTion, whilft no ray of light 
was fhed upon their profpeft, and they had nothing 
to gain, it was not to be fuppofed that upon any 
occafion they would afiift in fupport of the conftitu^ 
tion. Being now fharers in it's privileges and cer- 
tain that their patriotifm will not lofe it's reward^ 
the defence of our rights,, to them and to their Pro-^ 
teftant fellow fubjefts, will be a common caufe. 
Their mutual jealoufies having in a great meafurc 
fubfided, it is to be hoped that they will daily be 
more difpofed to treat each other with mutual confi- 
dence. One caufe of their paft alienation, which 
can never be removed, Ihould ceafe to operate, 
Roman Catholics have regretted, with much diffa^ 
tisfaftion, that Proteftants enjoy the inheritance 
of their forefathers. But, in matters of proper- 
ty, there is a prefer iption which conftitutes right. 
Length of pofleffion, which, in this cafe, Proteftants 
have to plead, has conveyed to the prefent occupi- 
ers, an equitable title to lands, whofe progenitors 
obtained them by injuftice. Befides, many fettle- 
ments taken from the Irifh have not defcended to 
Proteftants in a direjft line. Transferred^ by pur- 

chafq 
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chafe and a variety of legal conveyances, they arc 
held by a tenure very different, and one which 
on no pretence can be difputed. The monks ap- 
plied to the Catholic affembly met at Kilkenny in 
fixteen hundred and forty two, for reftitution of all 
the poffeffions taken from Proteftants, but the af- 
fembly refufed to comply with their defire, for this 
reafon, among others, '* becaufe the fame was the 
inheritance of divers, bought for valuable confidera- 
tions, much of it fettled for jointures and allowed 
by the bulls of Cardinal Pole.** Were poffeflSon un- 
interrupted from the earlieft period by any unjuft 
encroachment, neoefTary to eftablifh the right of the 
prefent occupier, the Roman Catholics could have 
no claim to property in this kingdom. A great ma- 
jority of them are the defcendants of the Englilh 
adventurers who robbed the natives of their rights j 
the reft of them, who derive their origin from the 
Milefians, know, that thcfc emigrants were juftified 
by tK> equitable motive when they invaded Ireland. 
Were claims of property fuffered to have a r«- 
trofpeft beyond a certain period, there is not a na- 
tion of the world that would not be involved in in- 
extricable confufion, and, in which, injuftice would 
not opprefs a m-iltitude of individuals. 

Protestant Diffenters, whofe breafts have al- 
ways glowed with an ardent zeal for the liberties of 
thdr country, who, on every occafion, have firm- 
ly refifted the encroachments of arbitrary power 
and who ftrenuoufly difplayed their native love of 
freedom during the whole of the late glorious con- 
teft, have now an additional motive to affift in the 
defence of our national rights. The teft aft, by 
which they were unjuftly excluded fi-om offices of 
truft under the crown, was repealed the feffion of 

parliament 
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parliament prior to the laft, and they are now^ in 
this refpeft, reinftated in the privileges of citizens. 

But whilft Irifhmen, without diftinftion, unite to 
maintain the conftitution, they (hould enlarge their 
views and endeavour to reform it. With all it*s 
boafted excellence, it labours under imperfedtions 
hoftile to the rights of freemen. The reprefenta- 
tion of the people in the great national fenate, is, in 
many inftances, arbitrary, partial and inadequate. 

So long as a majority of the commons is com- 
pofed of members for boroughs, which, compared 
with the nation at large, are infignificant, and where 
a few individuals devoted to the felfifh and impe- 
rious will of a ftill fmaller number of abfolute gran- 
dees, have the fole power of eleftion, a fpirit of ve- 
nality muft pervade the political fyftem. To extir- 
pate this radical evil, to procure fuch an addition to 
the commons as will render them the real and more 
equal reprefentatives of the people, to eftablifh a 
mode of eledtion which would place the freehold te- 
nantry, upon fuch occafions, beyond the cognizance 
and the power of landlords .who ufurp a moft un- 
righteous domination over their liberty and the dio- 
tates of their confcience, arc objeds which (hould 
engage the fpirited and perfevering efforts of. every, 
friend to the true intereft of his country. If they 
Were obtained and our parliament ftill more limited 
in it's duration, we might flatter ourfelves with the 
hope of enjoying not only external but internal 
freedom. We might hope that as the parliament of 
England have relinquiflied all claim of legiflative 
authority over us, her minifters and our own would 
ceafe to corrupt our reprefentatives. Then the ba- 
lance of the conftitution would be preferved, which, 
at prefent, is injured by an ariftocratical influence 
that deftroys the freedom of the legiflative body 
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and extends through all the departments of ftate. 
Men dependent on the crown by places and pend- 
ens would not have a voice in parliament. Provi- 
fion would be made for the fupport of Irifli ambaf- 
fadors at foreign courts who would pay more atten- 
tion to our interefts, efpecially to commercial tranf- 
adlions, which are of fo much confequence to our 
profperity, than thofe fent from a country whofe 
concerns they mull always prefer to thofe in which 
the advantage of this kingdom is involved. From 
a regard to the fafety of Ireland in future, to fup- 
port it's independence and to prevent difputes with 
England, which has relinquiftied for ever all claim . 
to power in refpedt to our maritime affairs, fuch a 
naval force would be eftabliflied as would be fuffici- 
cnt, in time of war, to protetl our trade and our 
coafts from the depredations of our enemies. Our 
laws would be revifed. Thofe which relate to 
crimes would be foftened in the punilhments they 
inflidl fo as not to violate the principles of juftice 
and humanity. The revenue laws which are fo 
hoftile to the rights of the fubjedt that they ought 
not to be tolerated in a free ftate, would be entirely 
changed. The price of land having reduced multi- 
tudes to a ftute of wretchednefs would be reduced up^ 
on the fame principle which has confined the value of 
other articles within the limits of moderation. 
That we might reap the expedked advantage from 
our extended liberty of commerce, ftatut^s would 
be ena£ted to cherifli our arts, trades and manufac- 
tures. In equalizing the duties upon articles Im- 
ported from the Weft Indies, a due regard would 
be paid to the relative fituation and riches of 
England and this country, that the change which 
has taken place in that branch of trade^ may be h^ 
neficial and not hurtful to us. 
Vol. II. Bb In 
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If the people were fairly reprcfcnted \h the great 
legiflativc council, the members eleded by them^ 
could not have an intereft feparate fromi that of 
their conftituents, and thefe, with every other ad- 
vantage, would be obtained, conducive to national 
profperityr The influence of a mtnifter whofe un- 
conftitutional principles and nieafures of govern- 
ment have tarniftied the glory and Ihaken the foun- 
dations of the Britifti empire, has rendered unfuc* 
cefsful the late attempt to reform the parliament of 
England j This, inftead of difcouraging, fhould fur- 
nifli us with a new motive to be ftrenuous in pur- 
fuit of the fame objedl, as it is an additional proof 
of the pollution of a fource from whence have flowed 
upon us large ftreams of corruption. It would be 
honourable to encreafe the^ reputation we have al* 
ready acquired by fetting before our fitter country, 
in this inftance, an example of public virtue. Irifli* 
men united in their defires and exertions for accom* 
plifliing this eflelitial improvement of the confKta- 
tiqn, mull be fuccefsfuL. 

The period, of returniiig to parliament new 
members fall approaches. Should thofe chofen by 
the counties and independent boroughs, though the 
minority, be meh of approved integrity, their ef- 
forts infpirited by the inftrudtions of their conftitu- 
cnts and fupported by the general voice, would be 
irrefiftible. An incentive more glorious cannot be 
cbhceived. Never was there a time when the pub- 
lic mind was fo well prepared for being aftuated by 
it's iitmoft force. The vigour and the fentimcnts 
\thich have wrought for us fo great and fo unex- 
pected a deliverance fhould animate our freehold* 
eiis to fpurn every attempt of connexions or of 
power to make them proftitute their votes ; (hould 
teach them, on the day of election, to examine the: 
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objects of their choice w>th an attentive, difcrimi- 
nating eye, and to rcjecl with indignation the fer- 
vile inftruments of venality and corruption. If the 
flame of patriotifm which, for almoft five years^ 
has burned in the breafts of our people with fo pure 
and fo bright a luftrc be not permitted to die, if 
Iriflimen continue to be juft to themfelves, what a 
coincidence of circumftances diffufe a cheering light 
upon our profpeft ! Emancipated from foreign bon- 
dage ; by the bleffing of peace, our intercourfe, 
with new advantages, opened with the feveral na- 
tions of Europe, with Africa, with the Weft Indies, 
with our brethren in America, who, after a glorious 
ftruggle, have, with us, attained the accomplish- 
ment of their wifties. 

May that Omnipotent Providence whofe fignal 
interpofition in our favour fliould warm our .hearts . 
with gratitude, diredt us to a wife and virtuous 
improvement of his gifts; may he cbntinue to 
Ihine upon our land and to guard it from all it's 
enemies; may he cherifli and invigorate the fpirtt 
of the nation ; may he eftablifli and preferve to us 
the bleflings of peace and liberty and tranfmit them 
to the lateft pofterity. 

Farewell. 
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